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The Borough of Wilkinsburg and the Wilkinsburg Community Development Corporation are 
teaming up to try to secure a place for the borough in Pennsylvania’s Main Street program, which 
offers funding and training designed to revitalize a community’s central business district.

Get out the vote! 

Primary Election Day is Tuesday, 
April 22. Polls open at 7 a.m. 
and close at 8 p.m. 

If you are voting for the first time, or 
for the first time in a new district, you 
must produce a photo ID, such as a 
driver’s license, a PennDOT ID card, a 
military ID card, passport, student or 
employee ID. Approved forms of non-
photo ID are: a voter’s ID card issued 
by the voter registration commission; 
a firearm permit; or a current utility bill, 
bank statement, paycheck or govern-
ment check including the name and 
address of the voter. 

You can receive an absentee bal-
lot if you are unable to go to the polls 
because of illness or physical disabil-
ity, or if you will be absent on election 
day because of duties, occupation 
or business; or if you are observing 
a religious holiday on election day. 
Absentee ballot applications can be 
picked up at the Allegheny County 
Division of Elections, Forbes Avenue 
and Ross Street, Downtown, or by 
calling 412-350-4520. Business hours 
are from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Be sure to 
call early. Completed absentee bal-
lots must be received in the Division of 
Elections no later than Friday, April 18. 

If you believe you are being denied 
your legal right to vote, each polling 
place is staffed with a judge of elec-
tions, a majority and minority clerk, 
and a constable. 

Where do I vote?
The Allegheny County Department 

of Administrative Services, Division 
continued on page 4

W
ilkinsburg Borough Council has voted to apply for inclusion in 
the Pennsylvania Department of Community and Economic 
Development’s Main Street program. 

Main Street communities are eligible for funding, training 
and technical assistance. In October 2006,  the Wilkinsburg 
Community Development Corporation (WCDC) was formed, 

including members of community groups—Wilkinsburg Weed and Seed, Wilkinsburg 
Chamber of Commerce and others—residents, business owners and others interested 
in moving Wilkinsburg into the Main Street program, a five-year plan for economic 
revitalization. 

The National Main Street Center has a four-point approach to economic 
revitalization. 

Design Enhancing the physical appearance of the central business district. This can 
continued on page 4

MaIn Street proGraM
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The Wilkinsburg Sun is a monthly  
community newsletter published by 

The volunteer Wilkinsburg Community 
Newsletter Board, with the support of the 

Wilkinsburg Borough, the Wilkinsburg 
School District, the Wilkinsburg Chamber of 
Commerce and the Wilkinsburg Community 
Economic Development Corporation. The 
Sun is grateful for generous support from 
the Western Pennsylvania School For The 
Deaf without which publication might not 
be possible. The Sun would also like to 

thank the Honorable Representative Joseph 
Preston for his continuing support of a 

community newsletter for the  
Borough of Wilkinsburg.

Please submit all articles and calendar 
events to: editor@wilkinsburgsun.com, or by 
mail, P.O. Box 86064, Wilkinsburg, PA 
15221. Please submit articles 6 weeks 
before publication and calendar events  

4 weeks before publication. To advertise, 
e-mail adsales@wilkinsburgsun.com,  

or call  412-853-0388

The Sun accepts submitted articles  
provided they are related to Wilkinsburg 

and are civic-minded. The Sun reserves the 
right to withhold articles from print.

Please note that The Sun does not publish 
political or opinion pieces.

Wilkinsburg Public library neWs
The One BOOk, One COmmunity project is happening at your library! Each year, all the Al-
legheny County Libraries provide programs & book discussions on the same book. I’m Proud 
of You by Tim Madigan, a memoir that chronicles the friendship between Tim Madigan and 
Fred Rogers, is this year’s choice. Copies of the book are available at Wilkinsburg Main Library 
and Eastridge Branch Library. Check the library Web site, www.wilkinsburglibrary.org, or call 
412-244-2940 for more information on times & dates of upcoming programs. 

Wilkinsburg Public Library is hosting a Big Read BROwn Bag LunCh disCussiOn of Their 
Eyes Were Watching God. Pack a lunch and come to the library for the August Wilson Center 
for African American Culture’s book discussion. An exact date has not been set at the time 
of this printing but will be scheduled during the last two weeks of April. Call the library at 
412-244-2940 or check  www.wilkinsburglibrary.org, for more information. 

BOOk saLe Preparations are underway for the Annual Book Sale, June 6-14. Our library de-
pends on volunteers to have a successful sale & we appreciate any time you can give. Contact 
Betsey Swartz at 412-244-4377 if you would like to volunteer. Books & other materials dona-
tions are welcome until May 23. 

YOUR AD COULD BE HERE
Call  

412-853-0388
email: adsales@wilkinsburgsun.com

Seven Mile House, built in the 1840s on land first purchased by Abram Horback in 1835, was 
a well-known tavern. Located on the south side of the Pike, at Kelly’s Lane (now Penn Avenue 
at Hay Street), it was diagonally across the street from the Seven Mile Stone. The house was 
a popular stopping place for turnpike travelers and a favorite resort for city families during the 
summer. (From Images of Wilkinsburg, courtesy of the Wilkinsburg Historical Society.)

Historical Wilkinsburg

RECYCLE BINS AVAILABLE

If you need to get recycling bins, you may pick them up at the Borough Administration 
Office on the first floor of the Borough Building at 605 Ross Avenue, or at the 
Department of Public Works Garage on Park Avenue, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday 
through Friday

REMEMBER...CURBSIDE RECYCLING IS MANDATORY IN WILKINSBURG. 
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Wilkinsburg Borough Council

Mayor John Thompson 
412.244.2920 

mayorjt@choiceonemail.com

1ST WarD 
blackridge 

turner school 
hunter park area

Barbara Ervin
Chair, Public Property Committee 

412.244.4939 ext. 314

Eugenia Moore 
Council President 

412.371.5337

Paige Trice 
representative to  

the Council of Governments

2ND WarD 
beacon hill 

princeton park  
johnston school area

Jason Cohn 
Council Vice President, and 
Chair, Finance Committee 

412.241.4536 
jscene@gmail.com

Vanessa McCarthy-Johnson 
Chair, Parks, recreation and the arts 

412.867.5882 
vanjohn719@msn.com

Barbara Nicholas 
Chair, Personnel Committee 

412.638.3390 
barbnicholas@comcast.net

3rD WarD 
high school 
kelly school 

regent square area

Carl Lewis 
Chair, Public Safety 

412.403.2910 
cdlewiss@hotmail.com

Denise Edwards 
412.241.4195  

dwinebr696@aol.com

Tracey Evans 
Chair, Economic Development 

412.244.9588 
ct.evans@verizon.net

wilkinsburg borough

prepare early for the Switch to Digital tV Information 
and coupons are available to help consumers prepare for the federally mandated 
switch to digital TV broadcasting, which will occur on Feb. 17, 2009. 

Congress passed a law requiring broadcast television stations in all U.S. mar-
kets to broadcast in digital format only. Once the switch is made, consumers with 
older, analog TVs who use an indoor or rooftop antenna will not receive a signal. 
Consumers with digital or satellite service or converter boxes are already prepared 
for the transition.   

Each U.S. household is eligible for two coupons worth $40 each under the  Digital-
to-Analog Converter Box Coupon Program. Coupons may only be used for eligible 
converter boxes sold at participating retailers. 

Manufacturers estimate that digital-to-analog converter boxes will cost about $40 
to $70 each.

More information about the switch to digital broadcasting and the Digital-to-Analog 
Converter Box Coupon Program is available on state Sen. Joe Preston’s Web site at 
www.pahouse.com/Preston. Consumers can also call 1-888-CALL-FCC.

  1 Fundraising 11:00-12:00 pm PNC Bank, Penn & Wood Sts.

  2 Organization Committee 11:00am -12:00 pm PNC Bank, Penn & Wood Sts

  2 Council Planning  
Session

7 pm Wilkinsburg Borough Building 
605 Ross Ave

  3 Economic Restructuring 7:00 pm Western Pa School for the Deaf

  3 Promotion Committee 7:00 pm Wilkinsburg Borough Building 
605 Ross Ave.

  9 Board Fundraising  
Training

6:00 pm Hosanna House

15 Fundraising 11:00-12:00 pm PNC Bank, Penn & Wood Sts.

16 Organization Committee 11:00 am-12:00 pm PNC Bank, Penn & Wood Sts.

16 Council Legislative  
Session

7 pm Wilkinsburg Borough Building 
605 Ross Ave.

17 Promotion Committee 
Meeting

7:00 pm Wilkinsburg Borough Building 
605 Ross Ave.

23 Board Fundraising  
Training

6:00 pm Hosanna House

APril meetings

  1 Economic Restructuring 7:00 pm Western Pa School for the Deaf

  1 Promotion Committee 7:00 pm Wilkinsburg Borough Building 
605 Ross Ave.

  5 Planning Commission 6:00 pm Wilkinsburg Borough Building 
605 Ross Ave.

  6 Council Planning  
Session

7:00 pm Wilkinsburg Borough Building 
605 Ross Ave.

13 Fundraising 11:00-12:00 pm PNC Bank, Penn & Wood Sts.

14 Organization Committee 11:00 am-12:00 pm PNC Bank, Penn & Wood Sts.

15 Promotion Committee 
Meeting

7:00 pm Wilkinsburg Borough Building 
605 Ross Ave.

22 Design Committee 6:00 pm Wilkinsburg Borough Building 
605 Ross Ave

mAy meetings

Problems with trash pick-up?
Call 412-244-2923

We neeD yOU— bOrOUgh tAlent 
bAnk APPlicAtiOn fOrm is On 

PAge 5—VOlUnteer!
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Vote from page 1

of Elections, has developed the Polling Place and Voter 
Registration Database as a public service to the citizens 
of Allegheny County. The database provides a quick 
and easy method of determining where the polling place 
for any particular address within Allegheny County is 
located. The official registry is maintained at the Allegheny 
County Division of Elections located at 604 County Office 
Building, 542 Forbes Avenue, 412-350-4500. You can 
access an online version at http://apps.county.allegheny.
pa.us/VoteDistricts/ 

MaIn Street from page 1

be accomplished through physical improvements, such as new 
signs and banners that give the area a unified look, seasonal 
decorations, and public amenities such as a few more benches 
and trashcans. 

Promotion Marketing the business district’s unique 
characteristics to shoppers, investors and new businesses. This 
can mean planning special events such as fairs, craft shows and 
holiday or heritage events, bringing business owners together for 
things such as sidewalk sales and cooperative cross promotions 
involving more than one retailer, and sending press releases to 
local media. 

Organization Building consensus and cooperation among the 
groups that play a role in downtown and providing them with 
the appropriate resources. Writing and securing grant money 
for improvements and promotions, increasing communications 
efforts through a business district newsletter, Web site and 
special notices, organizing fund-raising events and securing 
contributions from foundations and corporations. 

economic restructuring Strengthening and diversifying 
the economic base of the central business district. recruiting 
and retaining desirable businesses, maintaining an up-to-date 
inventory of properties and businesses and creating a financial 
incentive program using a combination of grants, loans and tax 
incentives. 

Since its formation, the WCDC has formed committees to 
correspond with each of the four points in the program. Tracey 

Evans, a WCDC board 
member, says over the past 
18 months the committee 
meetings have drawn more 
than 80 people. 

The next step in the 
process, says Evans, is 
to raise enough money 
or secure financial 
commitments to fund 
approximately $125,000 
in projects over the next 
five years. The WCDC, 
which is in the process of 

receiving a 501c designation,  is aiming for a deadline of June 30 
to correspond with the end of the state’s fiscal year. 

For more information about the WCDC or the Main Street 
program, contact Mayor John Thompson at 412-244-9519. 
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wilkinsburg school district
the Fifth!  

T he Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra  
 will be celebrating its fifth Community  
 Engagement Concert in Wilkinsburg  
 with “The Fifth!” on Thursday, May 22, 

at 7 p.m., at the Wilkinsburg High School Au-
ditorium. Tickets are available by calling (412) 
871-2125. Prices remain unchanged at $7 for 
adults and $3 for students in grades preK-12.  
All ticket proceeds will benefit the elementary 
band program of the Wilkinsburg School Dis-
trict.
  “We are thrilled to celebrate the fifth year of 
our Community Engagement relationship with 
Wilkinsburg,”  said Jessica Schmidt, Senior 
Director of Community Programs with the 
PSO and a member of the PSO/Wilkinsburg 
Community Engagement Committee. ìThis 
multi-leveled relationship has truly been ëwin-
win:í as we have shared PSO resources with 
Wilkinsburg over the past five years, the PSO 
has also benefited from experiencing the ar-
tistic and cultural richness of the Wilkinsburg 
community. We are also pleased by the great 
progress that the Wilkinsburg School District 
has made in the way of building an elementary 
band program for their students.î The elemen-
tary band program in the district is currently 
funded entirely by the money raised at the 
concerts.
  Since the first concert in 2004, the PSO/
Wilkinsburg Community Engagement Con-
certs have raised more than $45,000 for in-
strumental music programs in the Wilkinsburg 
School District. Additionally, the PSO provides 
Wilkinsburg students with classroom visits 
from musicians and tickets to school perfor-
mances at Heinz Hall. 
   “We have a wonderful relationship with the 
PSO,” says Lois Clark, music teacher at Kelly 
Elementary and chair of the PSO/Community 
Engagement Committee that plans the con-
certs. “The students look forward to their time 
with the musicians and it makes them feel 
very special that these great musicians take 
such an interest in their progress.”
  In 2007, the PSO was awarded the presti-
gious Bank of America Award for Orchestra 
Education for their program in Wilkinsburg, 
which they are using as a model as they build 
Community Engagement relationships in 
other Pittsburgh communities, including East 
Liberty and the Hill District. 

WHS Boys Varsity Basketball team WpIaL finalists
The Wilkinsburg High School Boys Varsity Basketball team had a stellar season, end-
ing as the 2007-08 Class A, Section 4, Champions (with an 8-0 record in their section) 
and WPIAL finalists. The team ended its year in the second round of the PIAA state-
wide playoffs.

Co-captain Keith Smith (’08), led the team in scoring for the year with 395 points, aver-
aging 14 points per game through the regular season and 18.5 in the playoffs. He was 
closely followed by Shaleik Garland (’08), with 325 points for the year and co-captain 
Ajaye Poindexter (’08) with 317 points for the year. Ajaye was the leader in rebounds, 
with an average of 8 rebounds per game. Freshman Devon Washington led the team 
in blocked shots with an average 2.7 per game and was the second leading rebounder 
with and average of 7 rebounds per game.

Congratulations to the entire team and their coaches:  Troy Cold, Christian Evans, Trav-
is Evans, Larry Fley, Shaleik Garland, Tariq Long, Rico Murphy, Dontae Pendleton, Ajay 
Poindexter, Robert Reese, Keith Smith, Clifton Staten, Davon Washington, John Wil-
liams, Head Coach Odell Miller, Assistant Coaches John Minor and Dennis Rockwell.

Thanks to this year’s Wilkinsburg 
High School Junior Council 
representatives, Natisha 
Washington, a junior and David 
Carter, a senior.  The two WHS 
students attend borough council 
meetings and report on issues of 
interest to the student community. 
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Pittsburgh Penguin Georges Laraque took some time away from the ice to pay a visit to the 
Wilkinsburg Boys and Girls Club. Laraque, in his second season with the Pens, has been 
involved with the Boys and Girls Clubs of Western Pennsylvania since his arrival here from 
Phoenix last year. His work with that organization and several others, including “Hockey in 
the Hood,” an inner-city hockey program, has earned Laraque a nomination for the National 
Hockey League’s NHL Foundation Player Award, which recognizes an athlete’s contributions to 
the community. 

 
new office for 

preston
State rep. Joe Preston, D-allegheny, has 

moved his constituent service office. The 
new office is located in East Liberty at 
6033 Broad Street, Suite 201. The phone 
number is 412-361-3692. Hours at the 
new office are 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday to 
Friday. 

 Preston’s staff can help residents by 
providing information and assistance on 
a variety of state programs and services 
including the Property Tax/rent rebate 
Program; PaCE and PaCENET, the state’s 
prescription assistance programs; and 
assistance with getting copies of birth and 
death certificates. 

The 24th Legislative District includes 
parts of the city of Pittsburgh as well as 
aspinwall and Wilkinsburg.  

 
Coupon expires april 30, 2008

ADvERTISE WITh US!
Call “Toni” Watkins
412-576-4292
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MOVIES  
COME TO 

WILKINSBURG
These films will be shown at 

sOUth AVenUe  
UniteD methODist chUrch 

733 South Avenue, Wilkinsburg 

Donations of $1 will be accepted.

Popcorn and soft drinks will be served

tuesday, April 1, 2008 1 p.m.

ANNIE GET YOUR GUN (1950) features 
Betty Hutton, 
Howard Keel, 
Keenan Wynn and 
Louis Calhearn. It 
is based on the life 
of sharpshooter, 
Annie Oakley (who 
rose to stardom in 
Buffalo Bill’s Wild 
West Show). It won 

an Oscar for best musical.score. 

tuesday, may 6, 2008 1 p.m.

MRS. MINIvER 

(1942) is the 
inspirational story 
of an English family 
facing the pain 
of World War II. 
This film won an 
amazing 6 Oscars. 
It stars Greer 
Garson and Walter 
Pidgeon. 

B’s Restaurant
902 Wood Street, Wilkinsburg, PA 15221
Open  7 AM-10 PM, MON-SAT; 9 AM-8 PM, SUNDAY

DELIVERY CHARGES ADDITIONAL. DRIVER TIP NOT INCLUDED.
in store only

BREAKFAST $3.99 
7 AM-11 AM special

2 eggs, Bacon, 
Home Fries

LUNCH $4.99 
11 AM-3 PM special
1/2 Hoagie, Fries 

& Drink
All dinners include roll or corn muffin

WHOLE HOAGIE 
6 WHOLE WINGS

$11.99

LARGE PIZZA 
$6.99 

(Toppings $1.50 each)

FREE large Pepsi

20 WHOLE WINGS 
SUPER SPECIAL 

$12.99 
MUNCH PACK SPECIALS 
Breast/wing, Fries, Roll   $3.99

3 Wings, Fries                    $3.50

4 Wings, Fries                    $4.50

5 Wings, Fries                    $4.99

8 Wings, Fries                    $7.99

12-Cut PIZZA 
12 WHOLE WINGS 

12” Ch steak HOAGIE

$20.99
CALZONE 

GOURMET PIZZA 
CHICKEN MEALS 
SPECIALTY WINGS 

FRESH SALADS

20-Cut PIZZA 
20 WHOLE WINGS 

$23.99

PIZZA DOUBLE DEALS
2 MEDIUMS  8-CUT  $13.99 + tax

2 LARGE  12-CUT $16.99 + tax

APril 19

APril 21 WILKINSBURG HISTORICAL SOCIETY  
The Wilkinsburg Historical Society will meet in 
the Wesley Room of the South Avenue United 
Methodist Church, rear entrance. Edgar R. 
Taylor, Church Historian and Archivist, will 
use  “Measuring America—How the United 
States was Shaped by the Greatest Land 
Sale in History,” by Andro Linklater, and 
other sources to show how land measure-
ments affected US history and growth. 
Refreshments are served following the 
meeting. For more information call Joel at 
412-244-2941.

7:30 pm

APril 22 Primary Election

APril 27 WILKINSBURG LITTLE LEAGUE   
“Opening Day” Baseball Fest

APril 30 HS/MS & Elementary Band & MS/HS  
CHORAL CONCERT Wilkinsburg High School  

7:00 pm

mAy 3 Wilkinsburg Little League Fun Day 
Turner  Field

mAy 22   PITTSBURGH SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 
Wilkinsburg High School

7:00 pm

mAy 28 WILKINSBURG SCHOOL PICNIC 
Kennywood Park

Wilkinsburg Great PA Cleanup Day
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this time next yeAr, construction 
crews should be putting the finishing 
touches on the Majestic Casino on the 
North Shore. If you’re interested in 
working at the casino, check out “So You 
Think You Want To Work in a Casino 
. . . ?” a free seminar on the casino 
employment process. 

PITG Gaming, which is building the 
Majestic Star Casino on the North 
Shore, has promised hiring preferences 
to residents of the North Side and other 
low-income communities throughout 
the region. The North Side Leadership 
Conference, assisted by the Community 
College of allegheny County, is 
coordinating work force development 
services. 

The sessions will cover topics 
such as  the types of jobs available, 
qualifications, state work credentials, 
background checks and resources to help 
individuals overcome potential barriers to 
employment. 

No job applications will be accepted 
at any of the events.  The casino is 
scheduled to open in May 2009, and 
future jobseekers are encouraged to begin 
preparing now to meet requirements. 

Sessions will be held from 6 to 9 p.m. 
on the dates and at the locations listed 

below. The april 22 session will include 
american Sign Language interpretation. 
For more information, e-mail 
casinocareers@pittsburghnorthside.com  
or call 412-330-2551.

Tuesday, april 22 (aSL interpreted)
 CCaC allegheny Campus 2nd Floor 

Foerster Student Services Center   
808 ridge avenue 

Tuesday, april 29
 Etna Volunteer Fire Department   

Fugh Hall  
27 Crescent avenue

Wednesday, May 7
 Sheraden United Methodist Church  

2966 Chartiers avenue
Thursday, May 15
 East Pittsburgh VFW  

401 Draper Street
Tuesday, May 20
 Warrington Community Center  

 South Pittsburgh   
329 E. Warrington avenue

Tuesday, June 3
 Stephen Foster Community Center 
 Lawrenceville   

286 Main Street
Tuesday, June 10
 Kingsley association   

6435 Frankstown avenue

Majestic Casino employment

Wilkinsburg Baseball 
Community Day

  sAtUrDAy, mAy 3—9 A.m. tO nOOn

tUrner fielD (next to turner elementary school) 
1833 lAketOn rOAD

An OppOrtunity tO OutreAch ServiceS, Meet & 
Greet And enjOy SOMe BASeBAll with the yOuth

 WHO: Human Service Programs/ 
  Agencies/Businesses

 WHAT: Showcase and share your services with   
  parents and caregivers…interact with the  
  community… provide activities for the children

 Little League Baseball 
Tournament to follow

Turner Field organizers will provide tables for participating  
programs, refreshments and a fun environment for everyone 

For information, contact David E Reese @ 412.657.2411  
Cliff McCaulley @ 412.628.3959

Call before April 25 to reserve your table on Turner Field 

A FEW OF OUR STAR PROGRAMS

IN HOME 
COUNSELING

DRUG &  

ALCOHOL

FAMILY  EMPOWERMENT PROGRAM

NEW  IMAGE  YOUTH  PROGRAM


