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HERE COMES
THE SUN

T

he Sun is rising over Wilkinsburg. We
are very excited to present the Wilkinsburg Sun, a community newsletter that will focus on the positive aspects of
Wilkinsburg—the stuff that somehow never
makes it onto the 6:00 news.
We hope you will find all the news you’ve
been missing out on, and will let us know if
there’s anything we should be covering.
Give us a call at 412-242-0234, drop us a
line at The Wilkinsburg Sun, P.O. Box 91145,
Wilkinsburg, PA 15221, or send us an e-mail
at editor@wilkinsburgsun.com
The Wilkinsburg Sun is collaborating with
the Borough, The School District, the Chamber of Commerce and the Wilkinsburg Community Economic Development Corporation
(Main Street) to keep you up to date on all the
exciting things happening in this great community.
We invite you to check out our inaugural
issue. On p. 6, you will find out about the
Mad Dads, a neighborhood group that is
trying to show kids there’s lots more to do
than just hang around and get into trouble.
The group took over the Hamnett station
Park and Ride for a block party that turned
out to be a lot of fun. On p. 2, meet Marla
Marcinko, Wilkinsburg’s new borough manager, and learn a little bit about her vision
for the borough’s future. And sprinkled all
through the next twelve pages, you’ll read
about some of your neighbors and neighborhood businesses, find a calendar on p. 3
of what’s going on around town, and get the
info on Community Days on p. 7.
The Sun is up in Wilkinsburg. We’re hoping
it never sets.

Borough Partnership
with County and State
Boosts Development

The Save-A-Lot
grocery store on
Center Street is
one of the most
prominent results
of $22 million of
public and private
investment money.

By Joel Segel
Development Specialist/Allegheny County-Wilkinsburg Borough

f you’ve noticed something different in Wilkinsburg lately, you’re not alone.
A series of projects—big and small—have been completed over the past two years
as a result of collaboration between Wilkinsburg, county and state officials. In addition, several more buildings, sites, and areas are being targeted for potential future
projects.
The partnership has begun paying dividends.
A park has been restored, new businesses built, and old buildings revitalized as a result
of the more than $22 million in private and public funds invested into more than a dozen
projects. The Save-A-Lot grocery store is the most recent example of a project completed as
continued on page 9
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The Wilkinsburg Sun
P.O. Box 91145
Wilkinsburg, PA 15221
412-242-0234

The Board of Directors
Jason Cohn, President
Jean Dexheimer, Vice President
John Irwin, Treasurer
Vanessa McCarthy-Johnson, Secretary
Nadine Banks
The Wilkinsburg Sun is a monthly
community newsletter published by
The volunteer Wilkinsburg Community
Newsletter Board, with the support of the
Wilkinsburg Borough, the Wilkinsburg
School District, the Wilkinsburg Chamber
of Commerce and the Wilkinsburg
Community Economic Development
Corporation. The Sun is grateful for
generous support from the Western
Pennsylvania School For The Deaf without
which publication might not be possible.
The Sun would also like to thank the
Honorable Representative Joseph Preston
for his continuing support of a community
newsletter for the
Borough of Wilkinsburg.
Please submit all articles and calendar
events to: editor@wilkinsburgsun.com, or
by mail, P.O. Box 91145, Wilkinsburg, PA
15221. Please submit articles 6 weeks
before publication and calendar events
4 weeks before publication. To advertise,
e-mail adsales@wilkinsburgsun.com, or call
412-242-0234.
The Sun accepts submitted articles
provided it is related to Wilkinsburg and is
civic-minded. The Sun reserves the right
to withhold articles from print.
Please note that The Sun does not publish
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Marla Marcinko, Wilkinsburg’s new borough manager, brings 20 years of experience to the
borough building.

new manager looks
forward to challenges

M

arla Marcinko, Wilkinsburg’s new borough manager, took over last month.
She comes here from Penn Hills, where she was borough manager for two
years. Other experience includes 12 years as borough manager in Zelienople, Butler County, and 2 ½ years as township manager in West Deer.
Marcinko has a master’s degree in public administration from San Diego
State University, and her first job following graduation was as an administrative
assistant for the nearby city of Oceanside.
“Right now it’s an exciting time to be in this community,” says Marcinko.
She is excited about a number of great projects in the works in partnership with
the Redevelopment Authority of Allegheny County.
“It’s a good community, with a lot of community and council involvement in

these projects,” she adds. “You don’t always see that. In a lot of places,
you’ll see lots of negativity, resis-tance to change. You don’t see that here.”

continued on page 11

wilkinsburg borough
Main Street
Committee Schedule

Wilkinsburg Borough Council
Mayor John Thompson
412.244.2920
mayorjt@choiceonemail.com

Borough Meetings
meetings are open to the public and

1st ward

are held at 605 Ross Ave.

blackridge

For additional information,

turner school
hunter park area

Barbara Ervin
Chair, Public Property Committee
412.244.4939 ext. 314
Eugenia Moore
Council President
412.371.5337
Sandra Roberts
Representative to
the Council of Governments
412.361.3692
sroberts@pahouse.net
2nd ward
beacon hill
princeton park
johnston school area

Jason Cohn
Council Vice President, and
Chair, Finance Committee
412.241.4536
jscene@gmail.com
Beverly McCoy
Chair, Parks, Recreation and the Arts
412.241.6783
bam3759@aol.com
Barbara Nicholas
412.638.3390
barbnicholas@comcast.net
3rd ward
high school
kelly school
regent square area

Patricia Baker
Chair, Personnel Committee
412.731.0722
Denise Edwards
412.241.4195
dwinebr696@aol.com
Tracey Evans
412.244.9588
ct.evans@verizon.net

call 412-244-2900, ext. 203.

Sept. 5, 7 p.m.
Wilkinsburg Borough Council
Planning Session, Council
Chambers, 2nd floor
Sept. 3, 7 p.m.
Public Properties
Committee Meeting
Council Chambers, 2nd floor
Sept. 3, 6 p.m.
Planning Commission
Borough Manager’s Conference
Room, 2nd floor,
Sept. 13, 6 p.m.
Finance Committee Meeting
Council Chambers, 2nd floor
Sept. 19, 7 p.m.
Council Meeting
Legislative session, Council
Chambers, 2nd floor

Steering Committee Meetings
The Steering Committee meetings
are held every other Wednesday
11 am - 12:30 at PNC Bank—Penn
& Ave. & Wood St. August 22,
September 5 and September 19.
Contact Tracey Evans at 412-4014666 or ct.evans@verizon.net
Organization Committee
774 Penn Ave. Mondays 1011 am, August 20, September
10, September 24. Contact Jay
Blackford at 412-731-0416 or
jay@cateredelegance.net.
Economic Restructuring
Committee
2nd Thursday of the month at 7 pm,
Western Pennsylvania School for
the Deaf—300 E. Swissvale Ave
Sept. 13. Contact Joel Segel at
412-350-6338 or joel.segel@county.
allegheny.pa.us.
Promotion Committee
Every other Thursday at 6:30 pm at
WTAE, 400 Ardmore Boulevard,
August 22, September 5, September
19. Contact Jason Chavis at 412244-4515 or jchavis@hearst.com.

At the Library
Adventures With Tom
Tom Shaw, Wilkinsburg Library’s
outreach librarian, provides a movie
and discussion group at several
area locations. He will also bring
your reading selections and return
checked-out books to the library.
Dates, times and locations are:
Monday, August 13, 20, 27,
September 3, 10, 17, 2-3 p.m.,
Forbes Rehab
Tuesday, August 14. 21, 28,
September 4,11,18, 11:45 a.m. to
2:30 p.m., Mulberry Senior Center
Wednesday, August 15, 22, 29,
September 5, 12, 19, 1:45-3 p.m.,

Village at Pennwood
Thursday, August 16, 23, 30,
September 6, 13, 20, 10:15 a.m.noon, Jane Holmes Residence
and Gardens
The Wilkinsburg Historical
Society presents Images of
Wilkinsburg . More than 220
photographs were selected from
Wilkinsburg’s past. This beautiful
128-page book is available from
the Wilkinsburg Historical Society
for only $20 (add $2.50 handling if
requesting mail order). Contact Joel
Minnigh at 412-244-2941 for further
information.
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You don’t have to look very far to find
Dr. Abdul Khan.
A solo practitioner, Khan is on the staff of
Shadyside Hospital, and also West Penn,
Life Care and the Forbes System. This
means his patients can see him almost
anywhere. Patients can also come to his
office, a medical complex at 200 Penn
Avenue, where he has been established
for the past three years.
“We are not owned by any health system,” he says. “It’s a very open thing for
my patients.”
Khan is also medical director at the Village of Pennwood retirement community,
and continues to see patients of his who
have moved to other retirement homes in
the area.
“I don’t just turn my patients over when
they leave,” he says.
Khan has been in Wilkinsburg since 1996,
when he completed his residency in internal medicine at Shadyside, where he was
named that year’s top resident.
In 2002, Khan completed a master’s
degree in public management from the
Heinz School at Carnegie Mellon University, graduating with highest distinction.
Most people obtain this degree so they
can become hospital administrators.
Khan went through the program so he
could understand more about the labyrinth of today’s health care system.
New this year in Khan’s practice is the addition of a nurse practitioner, which frees
Khan up for more work, and also enables
the practice to take walk-ins.
In the office, Khan can do minor medical
procedures such as skin biopsies, joint
injections and EKGs. He hopes to eventually set up a lab on the premises to enable
his staff to do bloodwork in-house.

Sept 27, 7:30-9 am
Business-to-Business Breakfast
Networking Event at LifeCare
Hospital. Penn and Trenton Aves.

4|chamber

Office hours are weekdays from 8:30 a.m.
to 5:30 p.m. (Mondays until 6 p.m.), and
from 9 a.m. to noon on the first Saturday
of each month. He sees patients age 13
and up.
One of the things he is proudest of is
something most patients would be unaware of: the electronic records system
he created on his own. Commercial
records systems can cost anywhere from
$30,000 to $80,000, Khan says, so in
order to economize, he spent four years
tinkering with his own system, one which
allows him to dictate notes from the latest visit and see at a glance the patient’s
medical history, medications and any
other pertinent information.
“I just want people to see all the things we
do, all the things that are available here.”
				

Dr. Abdul Khan, below right, and his medical
staff see patients at Khan’s Penn Avenue
office. Khan is on staff at Shadyside, West
Penn, LifeCare and the Forbes hospital
system, so patients under practically any kind
of health plan can see him at their
convenience.

Memorial Day marked the official start
of the summer driving season. With the
price of gasoline over $3 a gallon and
approaching $4 in some areas, the annual
family vacation is becoming more and
more expensive. Here are a few things you
can do to make that trip more enjoyable
and possibly save some money on gas.
Before you take off on that summer
jaunt, here a few things to do!
• Be sure your cooling system is working
properly. Overheating is a major cause of
summer breakdowns.
• Get your oil changed
• Make sure the windshield wipers are
working properly
• Check washer fluid in the reservoir and
refill if needed
• Check the other fluids, as well; steering,
brake, and transmission.
• Keep your tires properly inflated and
rotate them every 5,000 miles.
• Above all, get a tune-up. If it’s been a
while, have the fuel injectors cleaned.
• Add fuel injector cleaner to your tank
every other time you fill up.
But most of all, enjoy your time away
with your family!

Jason Cohn

Dr. Abdul Khan

GET YOUR CAR READY
FOR VACATION

wilkinsburg school district
Hooray for full day Pre-K!

Top: Superintendent Archie Perrin helps a
pre-k student with her snack at the opening of
the newly renovated pre-K classroom in April,
while School Board President Jean Dexheimer
looks on.
Above: School Board Treasurer James Richard
enjoys a snack with the pre-K children.

P

re-Kindergarten in the Wilkinsburg
School District is now full day! With
newly renovated classrooms at Kelly
and Turner Elementary Schools, and new
playgrounds to come, 4-year-olds in Wilkinsburg will have the opportunity to attend prekindergarten in state-of-the-art facilities which
provide a developmentally appropriate, standards-based learning environment.

Pre-K is so much more than finger-painting
and snacks.
“Our ultimate goal is to give the children a
lifelong love of learning,” says Michelle Agatston, Pre-K Counts Coordinator for the
Wilkinsburg School District. “Our program is
designed to meet the educational needs of
young children in a developmentally appropriate way.”
Since young children learn through play,
the curricula allow the children to explore
their classroom and world with a playful spirit,
while learning the skills they will need to be
successful in school and in life.
“Our program is tied to the Pennsylvania
Early Learning Standards, which are based
on strong research,” says Agatston.
Why is Pre-K so important? The evidence is
clear: quality pre-kindergarten lays the foundation for future academic and career success:
 Children who enter kindergarten from
high-quality pre-K have better reading, language and social skills than those who didn’t
go to preschool.
 Quality pre-K prepares children for reading and math, but also for paying attention,
following directions, and getting along with
others. Pre-K give children a chance to learn,
become excited about school and be better
students.
 Children who attend high-quality pre-K
do better in school; are less likely to repeat a
grade or require special education services;
are more likely to graduate high school and
attend college; have higher earnings; and are
more productive citizens.
Pre-K is open to all Wilkinsburg children
who will be four by September 1, 2007. There
are no income restrictions, but spaces are
limited. To register your child for pre-K, call the
registration office at (412) 871-2285.

September sports schedule
Varsity Football
Sept. 1 (H 1:30) vs. Frazier
Sept. 8 (A 1:30) vs. North Catholic
Sept. 14 (A 7:30) vs. Springdale
Sept 21 (H 7:30 vs. Riverview
Sept. 29 (H 1:30) vs. South Side Beaver
JV Football
Sept. 10 (H 3:30) vs. North Catholic,
Sept. 17 (H 3:30) vs. Springdale
Sept. 24 (A 3:30) vs. Riverview
Middle School Football
Sept. 5 (H 3:30) vs. United Academy
Sept. 12 (H 3:30) vs. Shady Side
Academy
Sept. 19 (A 3:30) South Allegheny
Sept. 26 (H 3:30) vs. Greensburg
Central Catholic
Middle School Girls Basketball
Sept. 13 (A 3:30) vs. Clairton
Sept. 18 (H 3:30) vs. Riverview
Sept. 20 (H 3:30) vs. South Allegheny
Sept. 25 (A 3:30) vs. Steel Valley
Sept. 27 (H 3:30) vs. Steel Valley.
First Football game at Graham Field
is a scrimmage against Allderdice on Sat.,
Aug. 18 at 10 am.
First Home game of the season is
Sat., Sept. 1 against Frazier at 1:30.
We are going to have a night game at
home this year, for the first time in a very
long time. It will be held on Fri., Sept. 21 at
7:30 pm.

Wilkinsburg Academy has moved
to a new location at the former Mulberry
Presbyterian Church. Wilkinsburg
Academy is an alternative to the
traditional school setting that provides an
intense focus on each student’s emotional
and social wellness, as well as
academic achievement. Formerly a school
for grades 7-12, the Academy is expanding
to include students in grades K-12.

School board legislative meetings are held on the 4th Tuesday of the
months at the Administration Building (718 Wallace Ave.) Set meetings: August 21,
Sept. 25, October 23, and November 20.

There will be no school on Sept. 28—
it’s a teacher professional development day.

school district|5

Brandon Scott,
6, was one of the
dozens of kids
who had fun at
the Father’s Day
barbecue, held by
the Pittsburgh MAD
DADS chapter at
the Hamnett Station
Park and Ride this
summer.
Allegheny East Mental Health & Retardation Center, Inc.
“Supporting people with disabilities
to live and work in their communities.”
For Service Information Call: 412-731-9707
www.aemhmr.org

Mad Dads

On a Sunday afternoon in June at the
Hamnett Station Park and Ride, about 30 kids celebrated Father’s
Day with music, food and fun, courtesy of a bunch of Mad Dads.
Mad Dads stands for Men Against Destruction Defending Against
Drugs and Social disorder. Founded in Omaha, Nebraska in 1989,
the organization now has more than 60 chapters in 15 states.
Whitney Avenue resident Deb Rose contacted MAD DADS about
coming into her neighborhood.
“There’s a high density of kids on Whitney,” she says, “and not a lot
of resources for them. No playgrounds, no supervision, and when
kids are left alone like that, they’re just going to use whatever’s
around. They’re good kids—they just need something to do.”
At the event, kids got to talk with Wilkinsburg firefighters and Port
Authority police officers, play tennis, make crafts and have fun.
Each child received a personalized gift bag.
Pittsburgh’s MAD DADS chapter has been certified since May 2006.
George Spencer, founder and president, first found out about the
group after hearing Dr. Jawanza Kunjutu, author of “Restoring the
Vllage: Solutions for the Black family,” speak at the Community
continued on page 10
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Jazz in
the Park

Community Days
 Because of construction on the
Parkway, this year’s Community
Days will be held in the parking lots
along Wallace.
Community Days are August 23-25.
Schedule is below.

Jason Cohn

Thursday 23
12-4 Senior Citizens’ Event
12-4 Health and Family Services
	Information Fair
7-9 Band
Friday 24
12-4 Walking Art Show
4-6 Karaoke
6-10 Biker Bash and Car Cruise
7-9 Band

Dr. Nelson Harrison (trumpet) and “Puggy”
John Thompson on congas at one of this
summer’s Jazz In The Park concerts. It’s not too Saturday 25
late to check out the concert series, held from 12-5 Children’s Activities
Petting Zoo, Inflatable Rides,
6:30-8 pm on Tuesdays at the park on Penn
Wilkinsburg Fire and Police
Avenue next to the mural. In the event of rain
Departments
they move to Dunamis Baptist Church next to
the High School on Center and Wallace. Bring 1-3 Band
4-8 Wilkinsburg Idol Singing
your family, lawn chairs and enjoy an evening
Competition for 12-17 year
of free music. For more info call
olds
412-242-4399 or 412-362-8416.

The Wilkinsburg Weed
& Seed AID Team (Steering
Committee) meets the third
Monday of the month at 6 p.m.
at Hosanna House in the 2nd
Floor Dining Room. The next two
meetings are Monday, August 20
and Monday, September 17. These
meetings are open to anyone. For
more information, contact LeRoy
Hicks at 412-342-1328.
The Wilkinsburg Weed &
Seed Housing Committee
meets on the second Tuesday of
the month, also at Hosanna House
at 6 p.m. in the 2nd Floor Dining
Room. There is no August meeting.
Next meeting Tuesday, September
11. For more information, call 412350-6338.

Upcoming concerts:
Aug 14—Spider Rondinelli Jazz
Quartet
Aug 21— Eugene Ludwig Organ Trio
Aug 28 —TBA

DO YOU HAVE AN ITEM FOR THE CALENDAR?
Send it to; editor@wilkinsburgsun.com or mail to: Wilkinsburg
Sun, PO Box 91145, Wilkinsburg, PA 15221. Please submit 4 weeks
before publication.
Gifts • Oils • Incense • Urban Gear
Shea Butter Products • Fresh Fruits &
Veggies • Dairy products • Cigarettes
Bean Pies • Local Newspapers, etc.

412-731-6489
412-731-6490

Expires October 31, 2007
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Healthy Black Families

YOUR AD COULD BE HERE

Healthy Black
Family Project
(HBFP) is offered
to residents of
Wilkinsburg and
beyond. HBFP
was created in an
effort to decrease
the incidence of Type II diabetes and
hypertension in African American
families. Join the Healthy Black Family
Project and take advantage of weight
and cardiovascular machines, weekly
fitness classes, and monthly health and
wellness seminars. A fitness coach will
be with you along the path to a healthier
you! Orientations are bi-monthly and are
an opportunity for you and your family to
learn more about the project, and how
you can join—for free! For a detailed
class schedule, please visit http://

Call
Antoinette “Toni” Watkins

412-576-4292

email: adsales@wilkinsburgsun.com

www.cmh.pitt.edu/hbfp.html or stop by
Hosanna House. For more information,
call 412-342-1326.
Powers of Ten Campaign
In addition to our Ambassadors of
Hope, Hosanna House is introducing
our “Powers of Ten” donor campaign for
2007. We invite you to become a part of
this in three ways:
Pray—We would be successful in the
lives that we touch.
Donate —$10 toward our “Powers of
Ten” campaign.
Forward —The message of our
campaign to ten of your friends to
hopefully become a part in 2007.
Send donations directly to Hosanna
House and please note “Powers of Ten”
in the memo line.

PNC Community Festival A Success

T
$5 OFF ANY JEWELRY REPAIR SERVICES
OF $20 OR MORE
Present this coupon at Kenyon Jewelers
Expires October 31, 2007
Kenyon Jewelry Repair
711 Penn Avenue • Wilkinsburg, PA 15221
412.731.6063
1-hour & 24-hour service on many types of repairs!

he seemingly endless work on the Parkway this summer yielded an unexpected
benefit for Leslie Patterson, manager of the Wilkinsburg branch of PNC Bank and
host of last month’s PNC Community Festival.
“Since the Parkway inbound was closed, the traffic was re-routed through
Wilkinsburg, and the slower traffic speed made it easier for drivers to notice us,” she
says.
Great music was provided by DJ Mario Haston. Line dancing afforded everyone a
chance to get involved, so there was literally dancing in the street. Home Depot donated $150 worth of gift cards to be raffled off, and food was provided by Jean’s Soul
Food, Salvatore’s Pizza House, and Coldstone Ice Creamery.
Community participants in the festival included Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce,
Historical Society, Baseball League, Boys and Girls Club, Rotary and Kiwanis Clubs.
æAmong the guests were former Duquesne basketball star B.B. Flenory, and state Rep.
Joe Preston.
Patterson is grateful to everyone whose hard work and generosity helped make the
event a hit. In addition to the entire Wilkinsburg staff, Patterson extended thanks to
Mary Hart, Homewood, Shredina Parker, Murray Avenue, Deb Spehar, East Side and
Cathy Turner, Braddock Hills.

Registration Open for September, 2007

St. James School
721 Rebecca Avenue • Pittsburgh, PA 15221

Quality, value-based education for the whole child
Pre-K THrough Grade 8
Middle States Accreditation • Breakfast Program & Extended Day
Scholarship Aid Available • Significant aid for PK
for information
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412.242.3515

dEVELOPMENT from page 1
a direct result of this collaboration.
State, county and local officials have
worked with local and regional organizations, developers, businesses, residents, and
other stakeholders to secure these projects.
Projects completed through this partnership, and their completion dates, consist of
the following:
• Kelly Avenue Apartments—July 2005
—Total renovation of a vacant building
across from Kelly Elementary School into
six residential units.
• PIIN Housing Demolition—October
2005—Demolition of 10 residential
structures at scattered sites.
• Hunter Park—November 2005—Comprehensive recreational improvements to
the park.
• Hunter Park Housing Demolition—
March 2006—Demolition of 15 residential structures, primarily on Hunter Street
near the entrance to Hunter Park.
• Sperling Building—June 2006—Total
renovation of a vacant landmark building
on Penn Avenue near Swissvale Avenue
and an adjacent single-family structure
into eight rental units.
• McNary Boulevard—July 2006—Construction and sale of three single-family
homes near Turner Elementary School,
on McNary Boulevard across from Norvell Drive.
• Dumplin Hall—December 2006—Total
renovation and modernization of the
senior apartment building on Hay and
Kelly streets.
• Generations Building—December 2006
—Total renovation of a vacant building
on Wood Street and Franklin Avenue
into 15 units of supportive housing for
formerly homeless persons.

• Save-A-Lot—February 2007—Costruction of a full-service supermarket in the
heart of the Penn Avenue business district, on Ross Avenue between Wood
Street and Center Street.
Projects that are under way or about to
start include:
• St. James Place/Hamnett—Total renovation of three vacant single-family structures and one vacant two-family structure for resale— three on Jeanette Street
(including the two-family structure), one
on Holland Avenue. The work is almost
complete on three of the four homes.
• Peebles Square—Construction of 12 single-family homes and renovation of eight
other vacant residential units for resale
in a four-block area bounded by Peebles,
South, Trenton, and Ross Avenues. Rehab work has started, demo will start
soon, and new construction is projected
to start in late fall 2007.
• Wilkinsburg Municipal Building—Major renovation and repairs to the building.
Roof repairs were completed in March
2007. Comprehensive improvements to
the boiler system are scheduled next.
A total of 13 projects targeted and prioritized by borough officials have received
outside funding. These investments have
consisted of approximately $100,000 from
the borough, $6.8 million through Allegheny County (including $4.4 million in U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban Development funds allocated to the county), and
$2.9 million through state agencies. The total of $9.8 million in public funds has leveraged an additional $12.6 million in private
investment, resulting in a total of $22.4 million for community improvements.

Become a sponsor
of the
Wilkinsburg Sun
Your tax--deductible
donation can help support
a vital outlet for
community news.

Call 412-242-0234
or email Toni Watkins at:
adsales@wilkinsburgsun.com
The Wlkinsburg Sun
P.O. Box 91145
Wilkinsburg, PA 15221

Western Pennsylvania
School for the DeaF
412.371.7000
www.wpsd.org

“We have Pittsburgh covered.”
Brittany Apartments
• FREE indoor & outdoor parking • Fitness center
• Laundry facilities on every floor • Bus stop at front door
• Extra storage available • Cats welcome
• Water, sewage & trash removal included
• 24‑hour emergency maintenance
Studios starting at $460
1 bedrooms starting at $543
2 bedrooms starting at $657
$99 security deposit
No Gas bill

1717 Penn Avenue Pittsburgh, PA 15221
(412) 243‑2407 www.brittanyapartments.com

Bryn Mawr Apartments

www.mckinneyproperties.com
P: (412) 242‑5390
F: (412) 242‑5391

• Indoor & outdoor parking • Fitness center with library
• Laundry facilities on every floor
• Bus stop at property entrance
• Extra storage available • Cats welcome in certain units
• Water, sewage & trash removal included
• Social room for entertaining
• 24‑hour emergency maintenance
1 bedrooms starting at $650
2 bedrooms starting at $799
$99 security deposit

100 Bryn Mawr Court Pittsburgh, PA 15221
(412) 371‑3935 www.brynmawrapartments.com
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Mad dads from page 6
Empowerment Association’s Black Family Reunion.
Spencer, a Traymore Avenue resident, was feeling a growing concern about the situation in his neighborhood, gun violence, drugs.
“As a family, we’ve been very fortunate, but there were some situations that could have made a wrong turn,” he says. “And outside my
family, I felt as if I’d been too passive about events.”
So Spencer and MAD DADS met at just the right moment.
The group came in first with lawn mowers and trash bags for a
neighborhood cleanup. After that, they did what MAD DADS do all
over the country. They walked. They talked.
“The Street Patrol is the basic requirement of a MAD DADS chapter,” says Spencer. “Whatever else you want to do—special events,
a mentoring program—that can all come later, but we have to walk
the streets.”
Right now the Pittsburgh chapter has about 10 men who take part
in the Street Patrols, and maybe another 10 who volunteer in other
ways. Spencer is quick to credit Wilkinsburg with giving the chapter
all the support it needed to get started.
“People assume the only reason MAD DADS is in Wlikinsburg is
because that’s where I live,” he says, “but it’s more a result of all the
help we got from the mayor, the council, and all the churches.”
At present, he says, most of the members of the group don’t live
in Wilkinsburg, but he is hearing more and more community buzz
about MAD DADS.
“They see us out here, being consistent, showing up—if you’re not
going to do it, don’t start. These kids don’t need to see another
group of men who let them down.”
After the success of the Father’s Day event, the group is brainstorming what to do next.
“Now, on the street patrols, the kids keep asking when the next
one’s going to be,” says Spencer. One of the ideas on the table is
maybe getting together for some 3-on-3 flag football, followed by
some conversation. That may or may not happen, but Spencer says
something definitely will.
“The goal is to build relationships, get kids on the right track and
keep them there. They’re prone to listen more to someone who’s
been around, someone they see all the time.”
If you would like to volunteer your time with MAD DADS, call
412-371-9188.

• Licensed Professional Stylists Needed •

Expires September 30, 2007
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manager from page 2
Wilkinsburg is about as different
as can be from Zelienople, the place
where Marcinko was borough
manager for a dozen years.
“We’re just two square miles
here,” she says, “but we have such
a well-defined sense of community,
and a central business district. I get
a real good feeling, and I hope I’ll be
a good fit.
Although Marcinko has only
been at the helm for a few weeks,
she is optimistic about the future.
The biggest challenges Marcinko
sees on the horizon all have to
do with raising revenue—taking
vacant, abandoned properties,
which contribute nothing to the
tax rolls, and developing viable
resources to transform those
properties into something useful
to the community, and in turn
something that feeds the municipal
coffers.
“The tax structure” can be
difficult,” she says. We’re working
on different legislative programs to
provide relief to property owners
who are overassessed.”
Wilkinsburg has the distinction
of offering the absolute highest tax
rates of all the 130 municipalities in
Allegheny County, with a combined
school and municipal millage rate
of 46.
A mill is $1 of tax money for
every $1,000 of a home’s assessed
value. Under the old Allegheny
County property tax system, in
effect prior to 2001, a building’s

assessed value was supposed to
represent a quarter of its market
value. Now, market value and
assessed value are the same. So
the owner of a $50,000 home pays
$2,300 a year in taxes.
Along with the property tax
dilemma, Marcinko would like to
see Wilkinsburg get noticed for
some good things.
“There’s probably an unfair share
of negative reporting in the media
about Wilkinsburg,” she says. “At
least, in the short time I’ve been
here, I think it’s a pretty unfair
impression.
“It’s easy to sensationalize on the
negativity without focusing on or
caring about the impact (of that
reporting) on the community.
Marcinko is looking forward to
taking her extensive experience and
using it to make a difference here.
“I’ve been doing this for a long
time. Each community I’ve worked
in has been unique, but at the
same time they all have similar,
comparable issues and challenges.
There is nothing I’ve seen here so
far that hasn’t occurred in other
communities. I’m looking forward
to making a positive impact.”

Advertise
with us!
Call
Antoinette “Toni” Watkins

412-576-4292

email: adsales@wilkinsburgsun.com

Congratulations!

Wilkinsburg Focus Group Members

for the successful completion of the Wilkinsburg Community Plan of Action and
Graduates of the Leadership Management, Inc. program of Effective Personal Leadership.
Patricia Baker
Zita Ann Berry
Danielle Britton
Jay Blackford
Jason Cohn

Douglas Duffus
Denise Edwards
Tracey Evans
Barbara Ervin

John Irwin
Vanessa McCarthy-Johnson
Beverly McCoy
Eugenia Moore
Barbara Nicholas

Loretta Rose
Barbara Thompson
John Thompson
Malachi Walker
Toni Watkins
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To advertise: e-mail adsales@wilkinsburgsun.com, or call Toni Watkins at 412-576-4292
The Wilkinsburg Sun
P.O. Box 91145
Wilkinsburg, PA 15221
412-242-0234

PITTSBURGH FINE & PERFORMING ARTS ACADEMY
FALL SEMESTER
JULY 24, 2007 - NOV.10, 2007
FOR ADULTS & CHILDREN

D

o you or someone you know
have a music, dance, or acting gift that needs nurtured
and developed? If so, Covenant Church of Pittsburgh’s
Fine Arts Academy is for
you! We offer courses in dance,
music, and drama for students of
all ages. Register today!

COURSES

Music Theory • Online Theory
Online Piano Lessons
Beginning Piano • Voice
Advanced Piano • Drums Set
Steel Drums • Saxophone
Guitar • Music Arranging
Beginning Ballet [Ages 5-8]
Our 15-week Fall Semester begins Tues.,
July 24, 2007 at 5pm. Classes are held
Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays. Call
412-731-6221 ext.230 to register and
obtain tuition information.

Advanced Ballet • African Dance
Children’s Acting
Youth Acting • Adult Acting
ACADEMY HOURS:
Tuesday 5 - 8:30 pm
Thursday 4 - 8:30 pm
Saturday 10 - 3:30 pm

Pastor Alton Merrell, Director / Karen Parks, Secretary
1111 Wood Street • Pittsburgh, PA 15221 • 412.731.6221 ext. 230 • 412.731.9 610 fax
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