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A Free Community Newsletter Bringing You Good News About Wilkinsburg

Park Triangle: A Company Named
for a Wilkinsburg Neighborhood
You can take the man out of Wilkinsburg, but you cannot take
Wilkinsburg out of the man. This may be why Gemal Wood’s awardwinning production company in Washington DC is named after the the
borough’s Park Triangle neighborhood that lies around Montier St.
Wood, whose parents, Gerald and Mattie, still live in the old
neighborhood, recently won the Rosebud Film Festival in Arlington
for his documentary Close Ties about a tie-tying ceremony that has
become a rite of passage for young urban men at a barbershop in New
Orleans. The film also won the Texas Black Film Festival for Best
Documentary and Best Overall Film and in the Chicago International
Social Change Festival for Best of Festival.
His creative side project, The Angle, a weekly web series
showcasing a variety of topics and people affecting American culture,
has also won awards, including at the Los Angeles Web Series Festival

Pretty chill in the Borough: Photographer and Councilman Jason Cohn caught this cluster of
snowflakes against the bark of a tree on Center Avenue.

Improved Public Protection Rating
May Result in Insurance Savings

Gemal Woods with his camera on set.

last year and a nomination at the Academy of Web Television Awards
in Las Vegas.
Wood started Park Triangle Productions in 2003 after attending
the New York Film Academy. “When I ran the name by my wife,
who is a Pittsburgh native, she thought it worked well,” said Wood.
“She joked me about all of my nostalgic conversations with fellow
Wilkinsburgers and said it was perfect.”
continued on next page

The Borough has received notice from the ISO (Insurance
Services Office) that its Public Protection Classification improved
from a 4 to a 2 rating now that the City of Pittsburgh is providing
fire protection services, according to Borough Manager Marla
Marcinko.
This is good news as the PPC rating plays an important role in
the underwriting process at insurance companies, deciding what
business to write, coverages to offer or prices to charge for personal
or commercial property insurance.
This improved rating should result in lower property insurance
premiums for homeowners and businesses.
The improved rating is due to the city’s ability to provide a more
extensive response to fire emergencies.
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PARK TRIANGLE, from page 1
“The passion to create was always in
me since I can remember, Wood said. “I
happened upon ‘film’ in an abstract way. I
used to take pictures for years…and would
take the bus to Monroeville Mall to have
them developed. It was that process of
seeing these haphazardly taken stills and
then moving onto fine art and delving into
the digital realm that I felt empowered by
the democratization of moving images…. I
purchased my first edit-capable computer
in 2000 and the rest is history.”
Wood still films around here.
One short film on The Angle is about
Wilkinsburg native David B. Mitchell’s
experience of growing up in the Borough
(theangleshow.com/?s=wilkinsburg).
The Angle is a creative project that
Park Triangle Productions developed,
partly as a marketing tool for the business,
but also as a creative expression that can

be widely enjoyed. “It is currently funded
in-house with income we earn from other
projects,” said Wood. “We are now in
talks with some entities about short-term
sponsorship and developing a 30-minute
broadcast version.”
Wood said his favorite project so far
is his screenplay work, which hasn’t even
been produced yet. When talking to him
about that dramatic work, one gets the
sense that he plans to film it around here.

He credits his wife Erica for her
support. They have two children, Excel
and Truth. And he credits his parents,
particularly his dad, for his work ethic.
To the young men growing up in
neighborhood today, Wood advised,
“There is so much promise in your life if
you simply stay focused on the good in
yourself and the people around you….Be a
true rebel and stand tall and be a force of
love and self-respect.”

CORRECTION: The new
number for Ms. Jean’s
Southern Cuisine was
published incorrectly in the last
issue. The correct number for
orders, information and takeout
is

412-723-2015.

Sign Up Now for
Wilkinsburg Baseball
Baseball and softball sign–ups are
every Saturday in February and March
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Wilkinsburg
Borough Building lobby, 605 Ross Street.
The cost is $35 for the first child and
$25 for the second child (must be from the
same household). A third child from the
same household is $15 and each additional
child from the same household is free.
Girls softball is $20 for ages 16 and
younger. New Pre-Minor League (ages 3-5)
is $10.00
Registrants must bring a copy of his or
her birth certificate to registration.
Leagues include: Baby Minor (3 -5),
Minor (ages 6, 7, 8) Colt (ages 15–16) Little
(ages 9–12), Super Colt (ages 17–19), Pony
(ages 13–14) and Girls Softball.
Registrants will be issued raffle tickets
at registration. If sold, the tickets will
defray the cost of registration.

The PSO Returns for 10th
Anniversary Performance
The Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra
will be performing their 10th concert
in Wilkinsburg on May 24. Mark your
calendars now, and look in The Sun for
more details soon.

2 Wilkinsburg Sun I February 2013

P.O. Box 86064
Wilkinsburg, PA 15221
412.916.1790
Lynne Gordon, Editor
The Board of Directors
Jason Cohn, President
Minister Linda Kirkland-Law, Vice President
John Irwin, Treasurer
Vanessa McCarthy-Johnson, Secretary
Richard Bradford
The Wilkinsburg Sun is a free
monthly community newsletter published
by the volunteer Wilkinsburg Community
Newsletter Board, with the support of the
Wilkinsburg Borough, the Wilkinsburg
School District, the Wilkinsburg Chamber
of Commerce and the Wilkinsburg
Community Development Corporation.
The Sun is printed by Knepper Press.
Please submit all articles and calendar
events to: editor@wilkinsburgsun.com,
or by mail, P.O. Box 86064, Wilkinsburg,
PA 15221. Please submit articles 6
weeks before publication and
calendar events 4 weeks before
publication. To advertise,
e-mail adsales@wilkinsburgsun.com,
or call 412.916.1790. The Sun accepts
submitted articles provided they are
related to Wilkinsburg and are civicminded. The Sun reserves the right to
withhold articles from print. Please note
that The Sun does not publish political or
opinion pieces.
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Introducing the Wilkinsburg
Community Art & Civic
Design Commission
What is the Commission?
The Commission was established
in 2009 to give residents and business
owners a voice in how our community
looks, feels, and functions. It is comprised
of art and design professionals as well
as Wilkinsburg residents and business
owners. The Commission reviews, makes
recommendations, and approves proposed
designs for new and renovated structures,
landscapes, works of art, memorials, and
monuments on all public and private
commercial property. Also, it is able to
engage in research and planning efforts for
art and design issues in the Borough and
organize education programs and resources.
Why is the Commission important?
Good design can make places more
pleasant to occupy, safe for people, and
prosperous for business owners. Good
design can enhance real estate markets
and increase neighborhood investment.
Good design can simply make a place more
interesting to visit. Many communities
establish art and design review procedures
in order to bring attention to the role of
design in enhancing development and
improving their neighborhoods. These
procedures provide a way for businesses,
property owners, and residents to work
with municipal agencies to produce and
maintain an attractive community and to
make shared goals happen.
The Commission needs you!
The Commission meets every third
Thursday from 6:30 – 8 p.m. in the
Council Chambers. All project reviews
are advertised to adjacent neighbors, on
the Borough website and in the Pittsburgh
Tribune, and the public is invited to
provide feedback. The public is invited to
serve on committees.
Currently, the Commission is creating
a database of public art in Wilkinsburg, so
that it can better maintain and celebrate
our community. They need help finding
what is out there! Do you know of a mural,
sculpture, memorial or unique cultural
object that they should know about? Email
wilkinsburgartanddesign@gmail.com with
the location and any details.

New Gas Pipes for the Borough
Drivers have been asking about the
pipe being laid under the street in recent
months. Every once in a while, traffic
in Wilkinsburg finds itself down to one
lane while workers in hard hats are jack
hammering and working at sub-street level.
While the inconvenience has been
kept to a minimum, it is good to know that
even that has been for a good purpose.

Two Wintry Reminders for
All Residents
No TVs on the Curb
In 2013, waste haulers are no longer
permitted to collect TVs, computers, or
other computer-related equipment in the
state of PA, so do not put them out at
the curb. For more information, see the
past two issues of The Sun or call DEP’s
recycling hotline at 1.800.346.4242.

People’s Natural Gas Company (PNGCO)
has been replacing steel gas lines
throughout the Borough, according to
Sean Gramz, director of code enforcement
in Wilkinsburg, in the process of replacing
an estimated five miles of gas line.
According to Gramz, this is a five-toseven-year project with priority of location
by need and condition.
“The community will benefit with
the comfort of knowing that the natural
gas system is being maintained and up to
date,” said Gramz. “PNGCO has been
in constant contact with the Borough as
to permit and inspection requirements
as the code enforcement department
oversees the safety and permitting issues
of the construction related to the street
and sidewalk openings. In addition....
the replaced sidewalks have been a great
improvement to the neighborhood....”

Keep Sidewalks Clear of Snow
In these wintry
Important Numbers
months, homeowners,
Mayor’s Office
Police Emergency
building owners, and
(412) 244-2920
911
tenants are responsible
Police Non-Emergency
Borough Manager
(412) 473-3056
(412) 244-2900 ext 101
for clearing their
Police Hotline (Complaint)
Borough Receptionist
sidewalks of snow
(412) 244-4300
(412) 244-2900 ext 101
and ice. According to
Police Chief
Finance Dept.
(412) 244-2915
(412) 244-2948
Wilkinsburg statutes,
Fire Emergency
Code Enforcement
the snow should be
911
(412) 244-2923
cleared within 24 hours
Fire Chief
Public Works Dept.
(412) 244-2931
(412) 244-2934
after a snowfall to avoid
fines.

Berkheimer
Tax Administrator
(866) 227-4716
Adult Library
(412) 244-2940
Children’s Library
(412) 244-2944
Eastridge Library
(412) 342-0056

Upcoming meetings
2/6 (Wed.)

6:30 p.m.

Council Planning Session

2/7 (Thurs.)

6 p.m.

Wilkinsburg Planning Commission

2/13 (Wed.)

7 p.m.

Council Legislative Session

2/20 (Wed.)

6:30 p.m.

Council Planning Session

2/21 (Thurs.)

6:30 p.m.

Wilkinsburg Community Art & Civic Design Commission

2/21 (Thurs.)

5:30 p.m.

Parks & Recreation Meeting

3/6 (Wed.)

6:30 p.m.

Council Planning Session

3/7 (Thurs.)

6 p.m.

Wilkinsburg Planning Commission

3/13 (Wed.)

7 p.m

Council Legislative Session

All meetings will take place in the Wilkinsburg Borough Building, 605 Ross Avenue.
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WCDC Pursues
Liquor Licensing

Partners for 2013
Initiatives Confirmed; More
Funding Needed
Happy New Year! We are pleased
to announce that PA Department of
Community and Economic Development
awarded the Wilkinsburg Community
Development Corporation another year
of funding through its Neighborhood
Partnership Program. TriState Capital Bank
has served as the corporate partner for
the fourth consecutive year. This funding
supports our core initiatives: business district
development, green, clean and safe; image
and identity; and youth and education.
For 2013, we will work with
development partners to tackle blighted
properties that are long overdue for
renovation, address how to reuse vacant
lots, solve traffic circulation problems, and
fund much-needed repairs to the railroad
trestles and other infrastructure. We
continue to keep our business district clean
and attractive and promote our businesses
and organizations, as well as the positive
activities taking place in our community.
Initial funds have been raised to install
streetscape improvements, and it is our goal
to keep them well maintained; to do this,
we need local support from businesses and
community organizations.
Please consider contributing to the
improvement and maintenance of litter
receptacles, banners and decorative lampposts;
and to continue our many programs that
support Wilkinsburg and the business district.
Your tax-deductible contribution will help
ensure our continued progress.
The WCDC wishes to thank all of the
funders who make our work possible! PNC
Bank Foundation awarded the WCDC
$10,000 to market commercial real estate
in Wilkinsburg. Fifth Third Bank granted
$2,500 toward the Wilkinsburg Affordable
Housing Coalition. First Niagara provided
$3,000 to fund this newsletter page for the
2012-13 fiscal year.

Supporting the Youth
of Wilkinsburg: Grant
Money Available
The WCDC is pleased to have funding
available to groups and organizations
within Wilkinsburg that support the
academic and civic endeavors of our youth.
The WCDC youth initiative has
$3,000 available, which may be awarded
in its entirety or in smaller amounts
depending on the number of applicants
and the quality of the applications.
Candidates with new ideals and
special needs different than past applicants
will be given priority. Interested parties
should submit an application by Friday,
March 29.
All projects must be completed
by August 31 of the year in which the
funding was provided. Best wishes to
the applicants! Applications are on our
website at www.wilkinsburgcdc.org/
programsandprojects/education-and-youth.

WCDC CALENDAR
2/7 (Thurs.)

8:30-10 a.m.

Business District Safety Meeting—WCDC office

3/7 (Thurs.)

8:30-10 a.m.

Business District Safety Meeting—WCDC office
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Over the next few months, the WCDC
will pursue a referendum enabling borough
restaurants to apply for liquor licenses from
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. A
special public meeting with a representative
from the Pennsylvania Liquor Control
Board present took place January 9 at the
Borough Building to garner input and
answer questions about liquor licensing.
The WCDC believes restaurant licenses can
attract new businesses to Wilkinsburg and
increase investment in the area. In order to
get the referendum on the May 21 primary
election ballot, we need to collect over
2,000 signatures between
February 18 and March
12, 2013. Your help will be
vital to getting this on the
ballot in the next election!
If you would like to help,
email rebecca@wilkinsburgcdc.org. or call at
412.727.7855.
Update on Vacant Lots Design
The WCDC is working on trans–
forming vacant lots to create greener, more
usable spaces around Wilkinsburg. Last
fall we worked with Penn State students
on landscape architectural designs for
vacant lots in the business district. The
students came up with great plans for four
vacant lots around Wilkinsburg. Moss
Architects also has created a design for the
Penn Avenue parklet. We are pleased with
this design and hope to pursue funding
soon. You can check out these ideas on
our Green, Clean and Safe program page,
www.wilkinsburgcdc.org/programs-andprojects/green-clean-and-safe.

School District

www.wilkinsburgschools.org

A Letter from Retiring Superintendent Perrin
First and foremost, I want to express
my appreciation for the privilege and
honor of serving the students of the
Wilkinsburg School District. Thank you
also to the parents/guardians, faculty/staff,
community members, and those board
members who consistently supported
my work to improve the quality of
education offered to our students. It has
been gratifying, and a source of personal
satisfaction to look back at the considerable
progress we have accomplished. I humbly
state that I believe I have made a positive
difference in these past six years. In
essence, the changes instituted will lay the
groundwork for the next Superintendent
to take the Wilkinsburg School District to
the next phase of reformation and student
achievement. I realize that the district still
has a way to go, and I am committed to a

transition exit strategy that will set in place
procedures that will protect the system
from collapsing.
So much can be
accomplished when a
group of committed and
dedicated individuals work
in tandem and for the
same goals. I have stated
publicly that during my
tenure the current Board
President, Vice-President,
and the Board Members
are committed to the
success of the Wilkinsburg
School District. In fact, your collective
actions and support provided the fuel
for many of my endeavors in the past six
years despite occasional and respected
differences.

Thanking Public Education’s Leaders
The beginning of a year is a good time
to look back and be appreciative of our
school board members! They are:
• Karen Payne—President
• Richard Bradford—Vice President
• Shannon Bennett
• Jerome Garrett Sr.
• Raymond Griffith
• Nanet Hamlin-Black
• Tiffany Lumpkin
• Barbara Thompson
• LaTonya Washington
Public education has long been
a cornerstone of America and a great
equalizer that gives every child the hope of a
better tomorrow. In our community, many
dedicated individuals work to ensure that
every child, every day, is given the education
they deserve. These nine unpaid volunteers
spend, on average, 20 hours a month in
school service making the difficult decisions
to keep the children educated and the doors
open. They vote on multi-million dollar
budgets, hire staff, select textbooks, review
curriculum, to name a few.
As state funding gets tighter and local
tax bases continue to fluctuate, the job of
these nine individuals has become much
more challenging.
Fortunately, the school directors meet

these challenges head on. They are our
elected volunteers we’ve hired to be our voice
in the school district. They are your friends,
neighbors, community leaders, parents at
your school and engaged senior citizens.
The school district asks everyone in
the community to take time in some way
to thank a school director for the time
and effort he or she puts into helping our
schools. Thank them for the long hours
spent at meetings and reading through
paperwork. Thank them for making the
difficult decisions on our behalf. Thank
them for listening to our concerns. Thank
them for serving every child, every day.

The Community is invited
to send encouragement and well
wishes to Dr. Perrin.at the
following address:
Dr. Archie Perrin
Wilkinsburg Administration Bldg.
718 Wallace Avenue
Wilkinsburg, Pa 15221

Another very important reason for
my decision to retire is the anticipated
joy of having more time
to dedicate to my family!
It has been a long 40year journey for me in
education, and I plan to
relish the time I have left
with those that mean the
most to me.
Once again, I thank
you for the privilege and
honor of serving all the
students of the Wilkinsburg
School District.
Sincerely,
Archie D. Perrin Jr., Superintendent
Perrin has been superintendent of the
Wilkinsburg schools for 13 years. He retired
effective Jan. 31.

Wilkinsburg School District Calendar
February 1—No School. ACT 80 Day.
February 4–8—PSSA reading and math for
grades 3–12.
February 7—Kelly: report cards mailed
February 8—Turner Awards Assembly
February 16—Black History Celebration,
High School Auditorium, 2 p.m.
February 18—No School. Presidents’ Day.
February 19—School board legislative
session, 7 p.m.
February 26—National Honor Society
induction, HS Auditorium, 6 p.m.
February 26–March 1—“4Sight” reading and
math for grades 3–6.
February 27—Kelly: Black History Program
February 28—No school. In-service day.
Johnston progress reports mailed.
R
March 1—Kelly: Interim reports mailed.
March 12—School board planning session,
7 p.m.
March 18–22—PSSA writing make ups for
grades 5 & 8.
March 19—School board legislative session,
7 p.m.
March 28—No School. ACT 80 Day.
March 29—No School. Spring recess.
R
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Check Out the Library!
Knitting Classes Continue!
Dianne Laughlin teaches knitting
at the Main Library every Tuesday at 2
p.m. You can register in person, or call
412.244.2940.
New at the Library
How to Start a Home-Based Business to Become a Work-atHome Mom by Georganne Fiumara. From making the decision
to work at home to finding the right business for you, this
comprehensive guide provides down-to-earth advice on every
aspect of setting up and running a thriving home-based
business. Learn all about writing for profit, inventing parentrelated products, and discovering everything you need to know
about how to market yourself.
Nancy Clancy: Super Sleuth by Jane O’Connor; illustrated
by Robin Glasser. “Readers who have grown up with Fancy
Nancy’s picture books will be thrilled to follow her new career
path,” Publishers Weekly. Ages 7-10.

(Licensed by the PA Department of Banking)

Jim Butler, President

CAREER CONNECTIONS CHARTER
HIGH SCHOOL
“Pittsburgh Public Schools project
that in grades 9 thru 12 the average class
size is to grow from 21 to 30 students”
Common Sense tells us
that a small class of students
is more conducive to learning
than a large class. Extensive
research tells us the
same thing.

“Career Connections Charter H.S.

NMLS ID # 139251

projects that its average class

NMLS ID: 127881

size will grow from 11

PROFESSIONAL MORTGAGE CONNECTION, LLC

412-672-5060
Preferred Lender:

to 12 students”

NMLS ID# 688561

Valentine’s Day—Feb. 14

♥
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New Officers for New Year

Vicki Cherney has served for four years as president of the Chamber of Commerce.
We wish her the best in her next endeavors and offer our many thanks to her dedication!
The Chamber is happy to announce a new slate of officers and board members:
President—Clark Walter of Bridges to the Future, Vice President—Yvonne James of James
Floral, Treasurer—Larry Focareta of the Borough of Wilkinsburg, and Secretary—Jennifer
Alfieri of the Wilkinsburg Community Development Corporation.
New Board Members

The following people have been appointed as new board members based on their
activity in the Chamber: Doug Duffus of Kenyon Jewelers, Bill Morris of Compass
Storage, Brenda Smith of Nine Mile Run Watershed Association, Rodney Prioleau of
Pennwood Square Apartments, Sara Leitera of Mercy Behavioral Health, Doreen Glover
of Family Care Connection, John Irwin (a former Chamber officer) and Lisa Brown.
The Chamber welcomes them aboard!
The Future

During the first quarter of 2013, the Chamber will meet with student consultants
about the future of the organization. Stay tuned for more details!
Your Participation

If you would like to join the Chamber of Commerce, please contact Vanessa
McCarthy-Johnson at info@wilkinsburgchamber.com.

Greater Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce
P.O. Box 86064, Wilkinsburg, Pa 15221 • 412.242.0234
info@wilkinsburgchamber.com
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Recyclables are picked up every other week on your regular garbage day. Dates shaded in red indicate Borough Holidays.

The refuse schedule on this calendar refers only to those properties whose refuse is collected by the City of Pittsburgh.
Questions may be directed to the Borough office by calling 412-244-2900 x 101.
In cooperation with the PA Department of Environmental Protection, the Borough purchased three recycling trailers to
facilitate recycling at convenient drop off sites. Our goal is to increase recycling tonnage and decrease landfill expenses.
In the year 2008, we expanded the number of items residents and commercial businesses can recycle. All cans, bottles
and plastics (#1-5) are now accepted at curbside and at the drop off locations. In addition to newspapers, we now can
recycle magazines, catalogs, paperboard, junk mail, mixed paper, phonebooks and office paper (all colors). Corrugated
cardboard must be broken down, flattened. Pizza boxes must be clean and empty (that is, free of food and wax paper).
“Together we can make a difference”.
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