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This view is in 1912 on Wood Street as Wilkinsburg prepared to 
celebrate her 25th birthday, looking towards the intersections of Ross. 
Farther down is the Penn Avenue intersection. 

——Anne Elise Morris, Wilkinsburg Historical Society

Wilkinsburg Anniversary Reflections

continued on next page
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All businesses and residents are asked to help celebrate Wilkinsburg’s 
125th anniversary this year.  While there are many opportunities to 
celebrate at planned events throughout the next few months, each 
individual or business owner can make an impact in their own way 
and receive a participation certification, which they can post in a home 
window or storefront.

Some ways residents can participate are to plant flowers at their 
home, spruce up their houses with a new coat of paint, make a donation 
to the celebration activities, attend a celebration event, volunteer for a 
borough clean-up day, or plant a tree.  

All activities will be acknowledged with participation certificates 
available at the Wilkinsburg Library. When residents register with their 
names and activities,they  will receive a colorful certificate for posting. 
All participants will have their names and activities included in the 125th 
anniversary book, being prepared by the Wilkinsburg Historical Society

Saxophonist Kenny Blake jams with 
Jimmy Sapienza and Five Guys Named 
Moe at Art in the Park. Jimmy Sapienza 
is a Wilkinsburg resident who is especially 
known for his award winning song “I Love 
Pittsburgh.” For more information, visit 
http://jimmysapienza.tripod.com. This 
summer, Art in the Park is every Thursday 
at 6 p.m. in the parklet on Penn Avenue in 
the business district.
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Photo Caption:

Betsey Swartz, Project Director, 
Wilkinsburg Library, displays 
one of the 125th anniversary 
celebration certificates, which 
are available at the library.  

Celebrate Wilkinsburg’s 
125th; Display a 
Participation Certificate
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Wilkinsburg Ministry Needs 
Drivers and Donations

The next meeting of the Wilkinsburg 
Historical Society will be their annual 
show-and-tell with antique expert Jeff 
Poole. Members, friends and guests are 
invited to bring an antique or vintage item 
for Mr. Poole to discuss and estimate the 
value. This special meeting is sponsored 
by the Wilkinsburg Public Library and 
the public is encouraged to come and 
bring their own treasures for evaluation. 
It will be held at 7:30 p.m. on Monday, 
August 20 in the Wesley Room of the 
South Avenue United Methodist Church. 
Those attending should use the left rear 
Ross Avenue entrance. All are welcome to 
this free and fun event!

Volunteers are needed to deliver Meals 
on Wheels, a program of Wilkinsburg 
Community Ministry (WCM), between 11 
a.m.–1 p.m. on weekdays to seniors. 

Volunteers can contact Tanaya Floyd, 
volunteer coordinator at 412.241.8072 or at 
volunteers@wcm15221.org. 

Residents over 60 years old may qualify 
for meals. If eligible, seniors receive the 
meals for free; if ineligible, they may receive 
them for a small fee.

Also, WCM is 
asking the community 
to collect supplies for 
homeless families.  All donations can be 
brought to the office at 702 Wood Street.  
The supplies needed are: Body washes and 
soaps, deodorants, wash cloths and towels, 
shampoo, toothpaste and toothbrushes.

“When the first weekend in 
October rolls around,” said Mayor John 
Thompson, “we hope to see hundreds 
of these certificates proudly displayed in 
home windows and business storefronts 
throughout the Borough.  Everyone can 
celebrate in their own special way.  Be 

In conjunction with the Wilkinsburg’s 
125th Anniversary Celebration October 
5-7, -there will be an Ecumenical worship 
service on October 7 at 4 p.m. at the 
Wilkinsburg High School Auditorium 
sponsored by Wilkinsburg Ministerial 
Association, (WILMA). The committee 
is seeking all former and current pastors 
of the Wilkinsburg churches to attend 
this special event. WILMA is inviting all 
churches to make this service a part of 
their schedule for that Sunday.

WILMA is also asking all churches to 
help with development of a 125-member 
choir. Those willing to be part of the choir 
should contact Rev. Geoffrey Tate at 412-
371-2800.

The guest preacher for the worship 
service is Rev. William Glaze pastor of the 
Bethany Baptist Church of Pittsburgh.  
This is a community service and all are 
welcome

WilkiNsburg 125th aNNiversary CoMMittee MeetiNgs

8/9 (Thurs.) 9 a.m. Planning Committee—WCDC office

8/9 (Thurs.) 5:30 p.m. Event Committee at Borough Building

8/13 (Mon.) 5 p.m. Publicity Committee—WCDC office

8/16 (Thurs.) 5:30 p.m. Finance Committee at Borough Building

8/20 (Tues.) 5:30 p.m. Planning Committee at Wilkinsburg School Admin Building.

antiques appraisal on 
august 20 

Betsey Swartz, Project Director, Wilkinsburg Library, displays 
one of the 125th anniversary celebration certificates, which 
are available at the library.  

125th PArticiPAtion, from page 1125th ecumenical service 
and Choir Planned

creative and think of an activity that will 
improve the community and say ‘I helped 
celebrate the 125th anniversary.’” 

Wilkinsburg was officially established 
as a borough on October 5, 1887 so major 
events will occur the weekend of October 
5-7, coinciding exactly with the 125th 
anniversary.  These include a community 

reception at Hosanna House on 
that Friday and a community 
parade on the 6th followed by the 
Gala Event that evening at the 
DoubleTree Hotel in Monroeville.  
The weekend concludes with a 
memorable festivity on Sunday, 
October 7, at a community-wide 
worship and celebration to be held 
at Wilkinsburg High School.

—Ralph Yearick

P.O. Box 86064 
Wilkinsburg, PA 15221 
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The Wilkinsburg Sun is a free 
monthly community newsletter published 
by the volunteer Wilkinsburg Community 
Newsletter Board, with the support of the 

Wilkinsburg Borough, the Wilkinsburg 
School District, the Wilkinsburg Chamber 

of Commerce and the Wilkinsburg 
Community Development Corporation. 
The Sun is printed by Knepper Press. 

Please submit all articles and calendar 
events to: editor@wilkinsburgsun.com, 

or by mail, P.O. Box 86064, Wilkinsburg, 
PA 15221. Please submit articles 6 

weeks before publication and  
calendar events 4 weeks before  

publication. To advertise, 
e-mail adsales@wilkinsburgsun.com, 

or call 412.916.1790. The Sun accepts 
submitted articles provided they are 
related to Wilkinsburg and are civic-

minded. The Sun reserves the right to 
withhold articles from print. Please note 

that The Sun does not publish political or 
opinion pieces.
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uPCoMiNg MeetiNgs

8/1 (Wed.) 6:30 p.m. Council Legislative Session

8/6 (Mon.) 6 p.m. Wilkinsburg Planning Commission

8/13 (Mon.) 6 p.m. Wilkinsburg redevelopment Authority

8/16 (Thurs.) 6:30 p.m. Wilkinsburg Community Art & Civic Design Commission

8/20 (Mon.) 6 p.m. Wilkinsburg Planning Commission

8/22 (Wed.) 6 p.m. Shade Tree Committee

8/27 (Mon.) 5:30 p.m. Joint Tax Committee

9/5 (Wed.) 6:30 p.m. Council Work Session

9/10 (Mon.) 6 p.m. Wilkinsburg redevelopment Authority

9/10 (Mon.) 6:30 p.m. Wilkinsburg Planning Commission

All meetings will take place in the Wilkinsburg Borough Building, 605 Ross Avenue.

WilkinsBurg Borough
www.wilkinsburgpa.gov

Important numbers
Mayor’s Office	 	
(412)	244-2920

Borough Manager		 	
(412)	244-2900	ext	101

Borough Receptionist		 	
(412)	244-2900	ext	101

Finance Dept.		 	
(412)	244-2948

Code Enforcement		 	
(412)	244-2923

Public Works Dept.		 	
(412)	244-2934

Police Emergency	 	
911

Police Non-Emergency  
(412)	473-3056

Police Hotline	(Complaint)	
(412)	244-4300

Police Chief	
(412)	244-2915

Fire Emergency	
911

Fire Chief	
(412)	244-2931

Berkheimer  
Tax	Administrator	
(866)	227-4716

Adult Library
(412)	244-2940

Children’s Library
(412)	244-2944

Eastridge Library	
(412)	342-0056

The Borough’s composting facility 
located at Hunter Park will be open on the 
4th Saturday of every month between the 
hours of 9 a.m. and 12 p.m. for residents 
to drop off residential leaf and yard waste.
Yard waste is garden residue, shrubbery, 
tree trimmings and similar material. The 
Borough composts the material and sells it to 
local greening organizations. The compost is 
also available to residents at no charge.

Goodwill Industries will be offering 
their annual E-waste recycling event in 
Wilkinsburg on October 8 at the far end 
of the Borough’s parking lot behind South 
Avenue church. Residents can responsibly 
dispose of electronics such as old TV sets, 
computer monitors, printers, VCRs.

yard Waste Drop-off and 
Compost available at hunter

Help is available from a variety of sources for those interested in restoring 
abandoned and blighted properties.

The Vacant Property Recovery Program is a county program that 
allows individuals and community groups to apply to purchase vacant 
properties that have been tax-delinquent for at least three years.

Applicants must provide a “reuse plan” for the property, such 
as the property’s conversion to a side yard, community garden, 
small park or urban farm.

Approved applicants buy the property for its appraised value, 
pay closing costs and make a “good faith” deposit that will be 
returned when the proposed reuse plan is completed.

Once a property is recovered it puts the property back on the 
tax rolls, notes Code Enforcement Director Sean Gramz. This 
benefits the whole community

Tax forgiveness and abatement on 
abandoned properties that are improved 
are also available from the Wilkinsburg 
Borough, pending approval through an 
application process.

Forms and more information are 
available from the Wilkinsburg Borough 
Manager office and the Allegheny 
County Economic Development office at 
412.350.1079. economic.alleghenycounty.
us/residential_dev/vacant_property_
recovery.aspx/prop.

More recently, the Historic Preservation 
Incentive Act signed into law on June 30 
offers a Pennsylvania 25% tax credit for 
the rehabilitation of qualified income-
producing buildings that are historic and 
using the related federal tax credit program.

I deally, renovators will want to use a 
combination of these programs.

e-Waste? Mark your Calendar

hundreds Celebrate anniversary at hunter Park

The Community Picnic at Hunter Park 
on July 1 was well attended and started 
with a worship service. Activities included 
food, games and fun, including face 
painting (pictured at right). The weather 
was sunny and clear. Special cakes with 
the Wilkinsburg Anniversary 125th logo 
were baked by Oakmont Bakery for the 
celebration.

restoring abandoned Properties is getting easier
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WCDC CaleNDar

9/6 (Thurs.) 8:30-10 a.m. Business District Safety Meeting—WCDC office

9/6 (Thurs.) 6-7:30 p.m WCDC Design Committee—WCDC office

9/29 (Sat.) 9-11 a.m. WCDC Board Meeting—Wilkinsburg School Admin Bldg.

WCdC
www.wilkinsburgcdc.org

WCDC unveils Five-year strategic Plan

No meetings in august. have a nice vacation! 

When the Wilkinsburg Community 
Development Corporation (WCDC) was 
founded in 2008; we set out to improve our 
Central Business District. Using 
the Pennsylvania Main Street’s 
Four Point approach we began to 
develop goals around Economic 
Restructuring, Promotion, Design 
and Organizational Capacity.  
In 2009 we began our Neighborhood 
Partnership Program and slightly shifted 
our goals to Economic Development, Image 
and Identity, Green, Clean and Safe and 
Capacity Building. These plans have been 
essential road maps for our progress thus far 
in revitalizing the business corridor.

This year, the WCDC Board of 
Directors and staff continued to strengthen 
the organization by engaging in a five-
year strategic planning process. With 
support from Pittsburgh Partnership for 
Neighborhood Development’s (PPND) 
Regional Investment Program, the WCDC 
engaged The Hill Group to develop goals 
and objectives for the next several years. “As 
chair of the WCDC board, I am thrilled 
that Wilkinsburg is one of the first suburbs 
to be supported by PPND for capacity 
building,” expressed Leslie Patterson.

Working with The Hill Group 
Management Consultants, the WCDC now 
has an ambitious but manageable plan to 
further develop Wilkinsburg and achieve 
a long-term positive affect in our borough. 
“While the Borough and the WCDC 
already have many useful plans and studies, 
this process helped the WCDC to identify 
their priorities and develop tactical plans to 
achieve real progress,” said Jordan Pallitto, 
consultant with The Hill Group. 

“The WCDC staff and board should 
be lauded for developing this plan which 
will help initiate action on high-priority 
development and civic issues around the 

community,” commended Jordan. 
The WCDC’s Mission Statement 

continues to be...” to facilitate the 
revitalization of Wilkinsburg through 
business and residential development, 
organizational and individual civic 
leadership, and cultural enrichment.” 
Its vision is that “Wilkinsburg will 
be a prosperous, healthy, and growing 

community regarded for its strong business district 
and neighborhoods, historic charm, convenient 
location, and desirable quality of life.” 

We will continue to Facilitate Visible 
Business District and Residential 
Improvements, by assisting physical 
business and residential development 
projects. Secondly, we will strive 
to Demonstrate Civic Leadership 
Advocating for Community Change 
by serving as a voice for the community, 
offering expertise in the subject matter of 
community development, and acting as a 
gateway to the community’s residents and 
businesses and a liaison between various 
development entities. Additionally, we seek 
to Enhance Organizational Capacity and 
Sustainability to continuously improve the 
WCDC organization and infrastructure. 

We thank those involved in our planning 
process, PPND, and The Hill Group. To 
review the Plan, visit www.wilkinsburgcdc.org 
and click on Plans & Reports. 

art in the Park artist
Local Wilkinsburg artist 

Patricia Tsagaris created the 
Art in the Park posters you 
see around town. The WCDC 
thanks LionWorks Printing 
& Graphics of the Western 
Pennsylvania School for the 
Deaf for printing the posters. 

Come out Thursday evenings for music and 
food at the Penn Avenue Parklet at 6 p.m. 

In 1913, the Lincoln Highway Commission 
was established to create a transcontinental 
road from New York to San Francisco. 
The Commission created a roadside 
museum for people driving across the 
country and Penn Avenue in Wilkinsburg 
is part of the historic Lincoln Highway. To 
commemorate its important location, the 
WCDC has purchased Lincoln Highway 
signs to be installed along the route this 
summer. “Wilkinsburg is on the main 
Street of America,” says James B. Richard 
who advocated for the signs. “The Lincoln 
Highway signs will daily display the story of 
yesterday, today, and tomorrow of a great 
community.

Lincoln Highway Signs
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sChool distriCt
www.wilkinsburgschools.org

New school year brings uniforms to 
Wilkinsburg secondary students

The Wilkinsburg School District 
is excited to announce that it will start 
implementing a uniform policy for all 
secondary students (grades 7- 12). This 
policy is to continue developing student 
achievement and academic success. With a 
uniform policy intact, the district hopes to 
accomplish the following:

• Reduce peer pressure and bullying.
• Increase school pride. 
• Assist in identify individuals not 

from the school and increase security.  
• Create a more work-like 

atmosphere.
• Reduce parental expense. 
• Put the focus on learning and 

increase student achievement.
The school district hosted a student/

teacher fashion show to offer all the detailed 
information needed for the implementation 
of the uniform policy. The School Uniform 
Fashion Show was held on Monday, 
April 30at 6:30 p.m. in the high school 
auditorium. Over 100 students and parents 
attended the event and the district want 
to thank Salvatore’s for donating pizza for 
the event. The school district appreciates 
the assistance of community citizens and 
companies like Salvatore’s that partner with 
them to make a difference for the students. 
Research shows that when a community and 
school district work together, the students 
benefit significantly.

The Wilkinsburg School District hosted their annual Fun Fair on Saturday, June 2 at Graham Field. This is a day for 
families, teachers and students to enjoy games and food, and to celebrate a great year. This year, students enjoyed getting 
acquainted with new animals, line dancing; face painting, making paper hats, as well as carnival games.

Superintendent Perrin believes that the Fun Fair is the perfect way to celebrate learning and hard work. “Everyone has a 
great time — parents, teachers, students and volunteers,” he said. “The kids can celebrate all of the time they have devoted 
to school work this year and spend some time with schoolmates and staff in a more relaxed setting.”

District administrators are very 
conscious of the financial cost of uniforms; 
however, they believe the long-term savings 
from trendy street clothes for everyday wear 
will be more beneficial to Wilkinsburg 
families.

Wilkinsburg school District 
Fall 2012 academic 

Calendar

September 10—First Day of School

R

October 29—No school (In-service Day)

R

November 6— No school (Election Day)

November 9—End of First Grading 
Period

November 12—No school (Clerical Day)

November 13—Parent/Teacher 
Conferences

November 22-23—Thanksgiving 
Vacation

November 26—No School (Local 
Holiday

R

December 24-January 2—Holidays and 
Winter Recess

Student models and Superintendant Perrin with a two Wilkinsburg Jr./Sr. High School teachers.
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New at the library
Dream Big—Read!

This year’s summer reading program for elementary school children has more reading 
and movie programs for all ages. For fun activities, great books and films, and special 
prizes, stop by the Children’s Department at the Main Library, or call at 412.244.2940, or 
the Eastridge branch at 412.342.0056.

New Titles
Henry Ossawa Tanner:  His Boyhood Dream Comes True; written and illustrated by 

Faith Ringgold. Tanner (1859-1937), the first African American painter to achieve 
international fame, inspired Harlem Renaissance artists. His story is now retold by one 
of today’s leading African American artists to inspire another generation of artists.

Princess Recovery: a How-To Guide to Raising Strong, Empowered Girls Who Can 
Create Their Own Happily Ever Afters by Jennifer L. Hartstein.  Raising independent, 

confident girls 
today is not easy-but 
concerned parents 
can curb the outside 
world’s influence on 
their daughters.

First Garden: 
The White House 
Garden and How It 
Grew; written and 
illustrated by Robbin 
Gourley. 

One sign of summer:  MADDADS Annual Fatherhood Celebration in June. Families were treated to fun, music, Carnegie 
Mellon University’s Mobile Lab, games and food. Rumor has it that the kids won this tug-o-war against the dads!
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greater Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce
P.O. Box 86064, Wilkinsburg, Pa 15221 •  412.242.0234
info@wilkinsburgchamber.com

anniversary Celebration 
The Greater Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce encourages everyone to support 

Wilkinsburg’s 125th Anniversary Celebration on October 5-7.
Contact Barbara Ervin at ervinbabs@verizon.net, or 412-242-3203 for sponsorship 

information.  

Farmer’s Market
To enjoy the very best fresh produce and products from area farmers, visit 

Wilkinsburg’s Farmer’s Market. The market is open every Thursday, 3 - 6 p.m., through 
mid-November. Located in the parking lot between Ross & South Avenues, behind the 
South Avenue Methodist Church, 733 South Ave.

Membership opportunity
Become a member of the Greater WIlkinsburg Chamber of Commerce! Visit 

wilkinsburgchamber.com for more information.

www.wilkinsburgchamber.com
ChamBer of CommerCe

Volunteers needed at Metro Family Practice 
901 West St. in Wilkinsburg for clerical duties such 
as filing, copying, faxing, research data, answering 
phones and other similar dutires. 

We will be happy to work with Your schedule. 
Please stop by or call 412.\247.2310 for an application.

Metro Family Practice, Inc.
www.metrofamilypractice.org
Caring for the family and
Caring for the community

Two of the three houses restored in Wilkinsburg by the Pittsburgh History & 
Landmark Foundation—833 and 845 Holland Avenue, located in Hamnett Place, a 
National Register-listed historic district—remain on the market for qualified buyers, 
according to PHLF’s August newsletter.

 Each of the houses has been completely restored and features amenities such as 
off-street parking, central air conditioning, all new electrical and plumbing utilities, new 
windows, an alarm system, and more. These homes have architectural character, but 
without the usual costly maintenance  of  unrestored, older homes.

 Richard M. Scaife’s Allegheny Foundation and the Allegheny County Department 
of Economic Development made funding for the restoration of these houses possible.
All houses include a special $20,000 deferred soft second mortgage. Income restrictions 
apply. For more information contact David Farkas at 412-471-5808 or david@phlf.org.

Community Block Party & 
Yard Sale

Saturday, September 22
sponsored by Western Pennsylvania 

School for the Deaf, Swissvale Avenue

Classic Car Show • Children’s 
Activities • Food 

Community groups and businesses are 
welcome to exhibit.

Contact Vicki Cherney at vcherney@wpsd.org or 
call 412.244.4207

two PhlF-restored homes still available in 
historic hamnet Place
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Locally grown, fresh corn and 
other produce at the

Wilkinsburg Farmers Market
 every Thursday through November 18

3–6 p.m. in the Ross Avenue Parking Lot
at South Avenue
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After 114 years of service to Wilkinsburg and its citizens the 
Woman’s Club will disband this year. True to its tradition, all 
remaining funds in the treasury will be given to scholarships and 
donations to local organizations. 

On November 17, 1898, not long after the incorporation of 
the borough, some of the outstanding women of that day met in a 
red brick home on Wood Street for the purpose of organizing the 
Woman’s C1ub of Wilkinsburg. The membership grew from 50 
original members to more than 300 at one time. The purpose of the 
club was to develop in its members “an appreciation of the fine arts, 
a responsibility towards world problems, and an effort to improve 
community life.”

As membership grew two ‘sister’ clubs or ‘sections’ were 
added. The Junior Section was organized in 1923. From the 
beginning, philanthropic projects were the aim, and as early as 1924 
contributions were made to the Wilkinsburg Fresh Air School, The 
Salvation Army, The Red Cross and the Wilkinsburg Playground 
Association.

The Evening Department, created in 1934, became identified 
with educational work in the borough through the establishment 
of a Memorial Shelf in the Wilkinsburg Library, the books upon it 
being dedicated to the memory of departed members of the club. 
For several years the Department planned to create a separate 
children’s library for the borough, a dream that was realized when 
the Children’s Reading Rooms were opened in May 1937.

Education became a focus of the club. The women promoted 
fire drills in the schools and, petitions to the school board brought 
domestic science, manual training and physical education into the 
school curriculum a bit sooner than in surrounding areas. The club 
sponsored benefits to raise funds to award scholarships to selected 
Wilkinsburg High students. Two such awards are still being given.

The club has always been alive to its civic duty. Wilkinsburg 
Civic andJunior Symphonies, the YWCA, the Boys’ Club, the 
Columbia Hospital Dispensary, the Wilkinsburg Pre-school for 
Mentally Retarded Children and WQED were just a few of the 
many causes supported by the Woman’s Club of Wilkinsburg. Much 
philanthropic work has been done. The work and study in the club 
was done in the belief that “Wilkinsburg Wants Wise Women.”

—excerpted from the newsletter of the Wilkinsburg Historical Society

the end of a Chapter: the 
Wilkinsburg Woman’s Club Closes


