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Initial Funding Secured for Train Station Redevelopment

Governor Tom 
Corbett has announced 
that the Falconhurst 
Neighborhood 
Restoration 
development program 
has been awarded 
low-income housing 
tax credits by the 
Pennsylvania Housing 
Finance Agency.

The $10.5 million development, 
which will utilize these credits with federal 
historic rehabilitation tax credits, will be 
carried out by Landmarks Development 
Corporation, a subsidiary of Pittsburgh 
History & Landmarks Foundation, and 
consists of a combination of historic 

The Redevelopment Authority of 
Allegheny County (RAAC) approved two 
funding plans for the historic Wilkinsburg 
Train Station building located on Hay 
Street at Ross Avenue. A $175,000 grant 
through the Community Infrastructure 
& Tourism Fund (CITF) was approved 

to begin roof repairs and reconstruction. 
Additionally, a $50,000 grant from 
the Pennsylvania Historic & Museum 
Commission has been secured to remove 
ivy on the building’s exterior and repair 
the masonry.

This initial funding will help the 

WCDC kickoff a fundraising campaign 
focused on, first, repairing and restoring 
the building’s exterior and then addressing 
other structural and aesthetic issues 
throughout the entire building and 
surrounding area. Completed in 1916, the 

Landmarks Awarded Major Tax Credit Development
building restoration 
and new construction.

This development 
will lead to the 
restoration of the 
expansive Falconhurst 
Apartment building 
in the National 
Register-listed historic 
Hamnett Place 
neighborhood; a 

condominium complex at Rebecca Avenue 
and Wood Street; a two-and-three-unit 
apartment building, and construction of 
two new townhouses for a total of 33 new 
affordable housing units.

“This project is unique because 
continued on page 4

Movie Filmed
in Wilkinsburg

Trucks, white trailers, and film 
equipment were seen in town July 
2–3 when a movie was being filmed 
in Wilkinsburg. Activity was evident 
near LifeCare, across from the high 
school and near the Crescent at the 
old Falconhurst building. According to 
imdb.com, the movie, called Southpaw, 
stars Rachel McAdams, Fifty Cent, 
Jake Gyllenhaal and Forrest Whitaker. 
It is about a boxer who finds his life 
falling apart when he is at the top of 
his game. Ironically, the setting is New 
York City and not Wilkinsburg or 
Pittsburgh. Crews are expected back 
for a couple days in August.
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The Wilkinsburg Sun is a free  
monthly community newsletter published 
by the volunteer Wilkinsburg Community 
Newsletter Board, with the support of the 

Wilkinsburg Borough, the Wilkinsburg 
School District, the Wilkinsburg Chamber of 
Commerce and the Wilkinsburg Community 

Development Corporation. The Sun is 
printed by Knepper Press. 

Please submit all articles and calendar 
events to: editor@wilkinsburgsun.com,  

or by mail, P.O. Box 86064, Wilkinsburg, 
PA 15221. Please submit articles 5 weeks 

before publication and  
calendar events 3 weeks before  

publication. To advertise,  
e-mail adsales@wilkinsburgsun.com,  

or call 412.916.1790. The Sun accepts 
submitted articles provided they are related 

to Wilkinsburg and are civic-minded. The 
Sun reserves the right to withhold articles 
from print. Please note that The Sun does 

not publish political or opinion pieces.

Sign up to receive The Sun by email at http://
eepurl.com/v0iBP and friend us on Facebook.

For those of you who are used to 
getting your copy of The Sun in your 
Pennysaver, we are no longer able to 
deliver that way as the Pennysaver no 
longer circulates in Wilkinsburg. 

But never fear: All you have to 
do to ensure you never miss another 
issue is go to http://eepurl.com/v0iBP 
and sign up to receive a link to each 
and every issue via email just as soon 
as they hit the street.

SubScribe to the Sun by email

All children ages up to 18 are welcome 
to attend the Summer Lunch Program at 
South Avenue United Methodist Church, 
733 South Avenue in Wilkinsburg through 
August 15!

Lunch is served at 12 p.m., Mondays 
through Fridays.

On Mondays, Wednesdays, and 
Fridays activities are held after lunch.

The African American Writers’ 
Alliance (AAWA) was founded 23 years 
ago, yet it is new to Wilkinsburg. Also new 
to the area is Patricia A. J. Davis, executive 
director of the Pittsburgh chapter. 

From Seattle, 
Washington, Patricia 
is a published author 
and a spoken word 
artist. An experienced 
instructor, Patricia 
teaches others how to 
improve their speaking 
and performance skills 
and more. AAWA is 

designed to give venues to writers, artists, 
rappers, poets, musicians and singers, 

Director of AAWA to Develop Local Talent

Start searching through your home or 
attic for an old treasure or two to bring to 
the August 18 meeting of the Wilkinsburg 
Historical Society. We will be hosting our 

Biddle’s Escape coffee shop will host its 
2nd Annual Water Balloon Pelting Festival 
from noon until 3 p.m. on August 23.

The last historical society meeting was about this 7-mile 
stone that is outside of the Borough Building.

Antique Evaluation Night In Wilkinsburg
annual Antique & Treasure Evaluation 
night when noted antique expert Jeff Poole 
comes to discuss and give verbal opinions 
about the items that we bring. There is 
no cost to come and participate, so start 
looking through your belongings for what 
you will bring. (and bring a friend too!) 

Jeff Poole has had an antique shop 
now for 25 years, and his Ligonier shop 
“On the Diamond Antiques” has thrived 
for the past 17 years. Jeff has participated 
in appraisal events throughout Pittsburgh 
and the surrounding tri-state area as well 
as the TV show “Hidden Treasures of 
Pittsburgh.” Poole has done programs for 
various historical societies speaking about 
Victorian clothing and etiquette during the 
Civil War period.

Poole also teaches Spanish and French 
at Franklin Regional Middle school and 
has been teaching for the past 15 years. 
When not teaching or appraising he enjoys 
traveling the world and shopping the 
antique markets worldwide. 

This special meeting is Monday, 
August 18, 7:30 pm at South Avenue 
United Methodist Church,  Wesley Room, 
using the left rear Ross Avenue entrance.

Lunches for Children 
Available at Church

providing instructions and referrals 
for literary outlets and talents on a 
professional level.

The Wilkinsburg Library is one of 
the sponsors for the African American 
Writers’ Alliance where people can come 
to a free writers’ workshop. Classes are 
the 2nd Saturday of each month from 2 
p.m.–4:30 p.m. in the library auditorium.

Annual Balloon Pelting
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UPCOMING MEETINGS

8/6 (Wed.) 7 p.m. Borough Council Meeting

8/7 (Thurs.) 6 p.m. Planning Commission

8/21 (Thurs.) 5:30 p.m. Parks & Recreation Advisory Board

8/21 (Thurs.) 6:30 p.m. CACDC Meeting

8/27 (Wed.) 6 p.m. Shade Tree Committee

9/3 (Wed.) 6 p.m. Council Work Session

9/4 (Thurs.) 6 p.m. Planning Commission

9/10 (Wed.) 6 p.m. Wilkinsburg Municipal Authority

All meetings will take place in the Wilkinsburg Borough Building, 605 Ross Avenue.

WilkinsBurg Borough
www.wilkinsburgpa.gov

The Grass Is Always Greener...
...On the other side of the fence, or so 

the saying goes. But the grass can be just 
as green on your side of the fence, and the 
methods you use can not only help you 
be “greener”, they can help you save some 
“green,” too!

Step 1: Mow High! 
Make your lawn easier and cheaper to 

maintain by mowing high—three inches 
is the general rule. Did you know that the 
roots of your grass grow as deep as the 
grass grows tall? This means that taller 
grass has deeper, healthier roots. (But be 
careful not to let your grass get too high: 
Borough residents can be cited for allowing 
their grass to exceed 10" because tall grass 
provides a perfect hiding place for rodents 
and vermin). Keep your lawn 3" high, and 
never cut off more than one-third of the 
blade each time you mow. A healthy lawn 
tolerates hot, dry weather better—so you 
won’t need to spend your summer watering 
and fertilizing, saving you time and money!

Step 2: Grasscycle!  
Nope, this has nothing to do 

with riding a bike through your yard! 
“Grasscycling” is the is the simple act 
of leaving grass clippings on the lawn 
after you mow. The clippings, when left 
in place after mowing, provide a ready 
source of fertilizer while helping the soil 
retain water, which promotes root growth 
and a healthy lawn. When done properly, 
clippings quickly decompose and naturally 
return nutrients to the soil. Four tips will 
help you successfully grasscycle:

1. Cut your grass when it’s dry.
2. Cut your grass regularly, following 

the one-third rule.
3. Cut your grass with a sharp blade to 

ensure rapid “healing” and regrowth.
4. Leave the grass clippings where they 

fall—the short clippings will quickly disappear 
between the standing grass blades.

That’s it! This summer, save time, 
money, energy, and water. Mow high and 
grasscycle!

LANDMARKS DEVELOPMENT from page 1

Where wishes become affordable homes.

The Allegheny County Vacant Property Recovery Program 
is working in Wilkinsburg.

For more information visit www.wilkinsburgcdc.org/vprp     Fill out an application today—you could be living happily ever after—tomorrow

WCDC.VPRP.Fairy,SHADYAVE_Layout 1  1/15/14  11:51 AM  Page 1

it involves the restoration of historic 
buildings along with new construction on 
a scattered basis, which will enhance the 
ongoing neighborhood renewal in this part 
of Wilkinsburg,” said Michael Sriprasert, 
president of Landmarks Development 
Corporation.

“We are pleased that PHFA has 
funded a second major development by 

Landmarks in 
Wilkinsburg. 
This award 
recognizes the 
significance 
of our historic 
architecture 
as anchors for 
community 
revitalization,” 
said 

Wilkinsburg Mayor John Thompson.
“These low-income housing tax credits 

are the best investment tool available to us 
to support the construction of affordable 
rental housing across Pennsylvania,” 
said PHFA Executive Director Brian A. 
Hudson, Sr.

This project will continue the work 
of PHLF in Wilkinsburg, which has 
already seen the restoration of the historic 
Crescent Apartment and Wilson House 
Apartment buildings; seven single-family 
houses; the creation of an educational 
facility— Landmarks Preservation Resource 
Center—from a restored car repair shop, 
and beautification of two vacant lots that 
include a vegetable community garden and 
a green space. To date, the total investment 
of PHLF in Wilkinsburg including this 
development exceeds $23 million.
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WCDC CALENDAR

Through 8/28   
(All Thurs.) 

6–8:30 p.m. Art in the Park, Penn Ave. Parklet

Through 11/20 
(All Thurs.)

3–6 p.m. Farmers’ Market, 732–744 Ross Ave.

9/4 (Thurs.) 8:30 a.m. Business District Safety Mtg, WCDC office

WCdC
www.wilkinsburgcdc.org

TRAIN STATION, from page 1

®

To support the WCDC, send a tax-
deductible contribution to 1001 Wood 
St., Wilkinsburg, PA 15221
OR donate online at
wilkinsburgcdc.org
Thank you!
 412.727.7855 • 412.871.3149 (fax)
 info@wilkinsburgcdc.org

Jazz Workshop Returns to 
Wilkinsburg
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Wilkinsburg Train Station was added to the National Register of Historic Places in 
1985, designated as a Pittsburgh History & Landmarks Foundation Historic Landmark, 
and recognized on the Young Preservationist Association’s Tip Top Ten List as the 
Pittsburgh area’s number one building worthy of preservation investment. Giving the 
Wilkinsburg Train Station new life will 
enhance the Wilkinsburg community by 
recreating the connection between the East 
Busway and Penn Avenue, which together 
host more than 50,000 people per day. Stay 
tuned to the WCDC’s Facebook, Twitter, 
and weekly eblasts for updates on this 
exciting project!

Claire Matway 
and Sarah Kontos 
joined the WCDC as 
interns in May 2014. 
Claire is a student 
at the University of 
Pittsburgh, pursuing 
a degree in Urban 
Studies, a minor in 
Social Work, and a 
certificate in Public 
and Professional Writing.

Claire grew up in Pittsburgh’s East 
End, and is interested in community 
development work in urban areas. Claire 
volunteers at Weil Elementary School in 
the Hill District and the Plant to Plate 
urban garden in Oakland. 

Sarah received her B.A. in Urban 
Studies and History from the University 
of Pittsburgh last year and currently works 

as a GIS consultant. 
Prior to joining 
the WCDC, Sarah 
worked as a 2030 
District and GIS 
intern with Green 
Building Alliance 
and as a research 
assistant with Pitt’s 
Department of 
History. Sarah is now 

pursuing her U.S. Green Building Council 
LEED Green Associate credential. 

Claire and Sarah will be with the 
WCDC through August, working on 
projects ranging from resident and business 
engagement, business district and borough 
mapping, and business start-up and market 
research to design work, marketing, and 
writing. Please welcome Claire and Sarah to 
Wilkinsburg and the WCDC!

WCDC Welcomes Summer Interns 

Join the WCDC this summer for a special Art in the 
Park performance and jazz workshop honoring the life and 
achievements of the late Harold Young. 

Young was a Wilkinsburg resident, jazz musician, and 
founder of the original Homewood Jazz Workshop and 
Wilkinsburg’s Jazz in the Park series. Help continue Mr. Young’s 
mission to “keep jazz alive” by attending the Art in the Park 
jazz workshop 
and performance 
on August 14 at 
the Penn Avenue 
Parklet (743 Penn 
Avenue). 

SarahClaire
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WCDC CALENDAR

Through 8/28   
(All Thurs.) 

6–8:30 p.m. Art in the Park, Penn Ave. Parklet

Through 11/20 
(All Thurs.)

3–6 p.m. Farmers’ Market, 732–744 Ross Ave.

9/4 (Thurs.) 8:30 a.m. Business District Safety Mtg, WCDC office

School District
www.wilkinsburgschools.org

The Challenge Program, Inc. distributed financial awards to the seniors at Wilkinsburg High School for 
excelling in the areas of attendance, academic improvement, academic excellence, STEM (science, technology, 
engineering, math) and community service. Shoefitr, Inc. is the sponsor of the program at the school. Left to 
right: Mr. Puskar, principal; Demond Heard (community service); Gabrielle Hough-Stolich (STEM Award); 
Brandi McKnight (academic excellence); Nicole Nathan (attendance); and Ms. Polk, guidance counselor. 
Missing from photo is Kevin White (academic improvement).

TIGERS Summer Camp 
Enriches Local Youth 

Horseback riding, video game 
programming, African dance and 
animal science—these were just a few 
of the exciting opportunities available 
to Wilkinsburg students at this year’s 
TIGERS Summer Camp.

Packed with field trips and fun 
activities, the TIGERS Summer Camp is 
an annual tradition at Wilkinsburg School 
District, giving students the chance to 
explore their city and expand their minds.  
Beginning at the end of June, the summer 
camp hosted daily tutoring sessions in 
career related areas and weekly field trips 
full of exciting adventures. From fishing 
on the Allegheny River to horseback riding 
at Rolling Hills Ranch, students were able 
to relax, explore the countryside and enjoy 
the simple pleasures of being outside.  

Thanks to the efforts of many 
community partners, the camp also 
immersed students in the arts. Every 
day a variety of local artists were on 

A child’s early years are their learning 
years.  

A growing body a research continues 
to support the idea that early childhood 
education is essential to a child’s success 
in school and life. So make sure your child 
gets a jump start and register them today 
for kindergarten and Pre-K classes at the 
Wilkinsburg School District.  To qualify, 
your child must be at least 3-years old by 
September 1, 2014. Early enrollment will 
ensure that children will begin their new 
school year on time.

Parents and guardians can register 
new students by stopping by the district’s 
administration building at 718 Wallace 
Avenue between 9 a.m. and 3 p.m., 
Monday through Friday.  Make sure to 
bring the following:

• The child’s birth certificate
• The child’s social security card
• The child’s proof of immuni–

zation—no child will start school without 
all of the required immunizations

For parents/guardians, bring:
• proof of residency such as phone, 

gas or electric bill in the parent’s or 

guardian’s name
• photo identification 
Foster parents will need a letter from 

the foster agency.
These documents are required and 

will help ensure a smooth registration 
process.

Contact Velma Parker at 412.871.2285 
or email her at vparker@wilkinsburgschools.
org with questions.

Seats in the Pre-K classrooms are still 
available, but space is limited, so register 
today and help your child get a jump start 
on their success.

Don’t Wait—Register for Kindergarten and Pre-K Today!

        SCHOOL EVENTS & MEETINGS

8/19 (Tues.) 7 p.m. Board Planning Session

8/26 (Tues.) 7 p.m. Board Legislative Meeting

9/2 (Tues.) First Day of School

9/16 (Tues.) 7 p.m. Board Planning Session

9/23 (Tues.) 7 p.m. Board Legislative Meeting

Meetings in Wilkinsburg Admin. Building 

Sept 2, 2014, is the first day 
of school for students.

All school district information submitted by the 
Allegheny Intermediate Unit’s Communication 
Services Department on behalf of the 
Wilkinsburg School District

Challenge Awards Wilkinsburg Seniors

In addition to those who received 
the Challenge Awards listed to the right, 
the following Wilkinsburg seniors were 
distinguished for their accomplishments by 
the following scholarships.

• Brandi McKnight: Recipient of 
the Kiwanis Community Award of $500, 
Charles W. Pehna Scholarship of $3,750, 
and the Anna Neel Scholarship of $500.

• Iesha Stover: Recipient of the 
Charles W. Pehna Jr. Scholarship of $3,750, 
the Wilkinsburg Education Association 
Scholarship of $750

• Ciera Staton: Recipient of the 
Charles W. Pehna, Jr. Scholarship of $5,000

• Gary Gates: Recipient of the Charles 
W. Pehna Jr. Scholarship of $1,500.

Outstanding Seniors 
Receive Scholarships

continued on page 6
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Jim Butler, President 
NMLS ID # 139251 

 PROFESSIONAL MORTGAGE CONNECTION, LLC 
NMLS ID: 127881 

(Licensed by the PA Department of Banking) 

Preferred Lender: 
412-672-5060 

NMLS ID# 688561 open to everyone, every day

East End Food Co-op

7516 Meade Street

Pittsburgh, PA 15208

(412) 242-3598

Daily Hours: 8 AM - 9 PM

www.eastendfood.coop

Library programs and events are free 
and open to everyone. Reservations can be 
made in advance by calling 412.244.2940.
Adult Programs

Adult Summer Reading, through 
August 9—Track your reading starting now 
for chances to win end-of-summer prize 
drawings. 

Brown Bag Medication & Blood Pressure 
Checkup, July TBA—Have your medications 
and supplements be checked for safety and 
your blood pressure taken.

Urban Fiction Book Group, July 28 and 
August 25, 6 p.m.—Pick up your copy of 
each month’s book at the circulation desk.

Who’s Your Brother?, August 15, 2 p.m.— 
Learn how to match your needs and gifts 
with those of others in our area.

Arts Classes, TBA—The first of library’s 
visual, performing and written arts programs 
for 55+ patrons will begin this fall.
Children’s Programs

Science + Art, July 29, 2 p.m.—Making 
Music and Color Explosion are themes.  
Ages 6 and up. 

Mad Scientist Book Club, July 24, August 
14, 11 a.m. at Eastridge—Meet to read three 
different science-themed books.  Ages 9-12.

Animal Science, August 12, 2 p.m.—
Pennsylvania Endangered Animals is the 
theme.  Ages 6 and up. 

Movie Nights, Mondays, 6 p.m.—Enjoy a 
different film each week. All ages.

Story Time, Tuesdays, 11:30 a.m. at Main 
& Fridays, 10:30 a.m. at Eastridge—Children 
ages 6 months to 5 years and a caregiver are 

invited for stories, songs and games. “Fizz, 
Boom, Read” is the summer theme.

Books and Blocks Storytime, Thursdays, 
10:30 a.m. at Eastridge—There will be 
stories about building followed by creative 
fun time. Toddlers and pre-schoolers. 

Summer Reading Club, Thursdays, 
2 p.m. at Main, Fridays, 11 a.m. at 
Eastridge—Each week we will explore a new 
science theme. Ages 6-12.

End of Summer Party, Friday, August 
22, 2 p.m. at Main, Saturday, August 23 
at Eastridge—Food, fun and prizes for 
everyone who finishes summer reading.

hand to expose children to new media 
of expression thanks to the Legacy Arts 
Project, Gateway to the Arts and the 
Carnegie Museum of Natural History.

Students learned about technology and 
radio thanks to the Saturday Light Brigade, 
while a Sense of Place Learning focused 
on animal biology and gave students the 
chance to meet local professionals and 
interact with wildlife. 

The district thanks all of the dedicated 
and passionate volunteers and educators 
who collaborated to make this year’s camp 
so successful.

TIGERS Summer Camp ended at the 
end of July, in time to give students a brief 
break before the beginning of a new school 
year. Even though summer has come to a 
close, the memories made during this year’s 
summer camp will surely last a lifetime.

TIGERS CAMP, from page 5

Wilkinsburg Public Library July/August Events
We are creating a habitat for nature.”

In addition to attracting insects and 
animals, he states, “Gardens are also great 
at attracting humans.” As a gardener, 
he brings awareness to the social and 
environmental value of urban gardening 
and nature. “A garden is an equalizer. 
When humans picture paradise, they 
picture a garden.”

His love of gardening and ability to 
do amazing things with little to no money 
has opened doors for Condello that have 
not been opened to others like him. As a 
mentor, Condello teaches life skills, such as 
basic construction and organic farming, to 
kids that otherwise would not have these 
experiences.

Regardless of divisions between race, 
culture, and social class, Condello states, 
“Gardening is a universal language. I can 
teach anyone to grow. My green thumb 
levels the playing field and can tear down 
any wall.”

“With a little bit of creativity, anything 
is possible. Anyone can make big changes,” 
Condello believes. “It doesn’t matter if we 
may have screwed up in the past, we can all 
still make a difference.”

“We can all benefit nature. We can all 
benefit the future. We just need to observe, 
listen, and we will find our place. We will 
find our style among the trees, among 
nature, and among the earth.”

You can read more about Condello at 
his blog: chriscondello.wordpress.com.

—Jeanette Louise Smith, animal advocacy writer

MASTER GARDENER, from page 8
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Greater Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce
P.O. Box 86064, Wilkinsburg, Pa 15221 •  412.242.0234
info@wilkinsburgchamber.com

The Wilkinsburg Chamber Welcomes New Members!
The Wilkinsburg Chamber welcomes G&E Interiors, Pennwood Paint and Supply 

Company and Asian Merchandise, Inc. into its membership. 

G&E Interiors
G&E Interiors, a family business, has been furnishing Wilkinsburg homes for over 24 

years. The business was started by Nina and Charles Monroe and is now managed by their 
granddaughter Terra. G&E Interiors 
offers a wide array of unique furniture 
including high heeled shoe chairs, 
abstract mirrors and entertainment 
units with built-in fireplaces. They 
also custom make furniture. If you 
are looking for a fresh look for your 
home, check out G&E Interiors 
located at 751 Penn Ave.

Pennwood Paint and Supply Company
Pennwood Paint and Supply Company has a long history of serving local customers.  

The business started in 1938 and moved to its current location at 724 Wood St. six years 
ago. They carry only high-quality 
paint, including Benjamin Moore 
and Pratt & Lambert paints. They 
also sell Gateway paint which is 
locally manufactured in the Strip 
District. If your home needs a little 
paint-touch up or a big makeover 
make sure to visit Pennwood Paint 
for all your painting supplies.

Asian Merchandise Inc. 
(Ou’s International)

Asian Merchandise has been a 
part of Wilkinsburg since 1978. It 

offers a variety of unique foods, catering to a many different tastes and appetites. It not 
only sells Asian foods, but African, Latin American and Caribbean foods as well. 

Asian Merchandise offers the lowest price possible on many of their food items. 
Some people have even moved closer to the store in order to take advantage of its 
selection and low prices. Check out 
Asian Merchandise at 705-709 Penn 
Ave. and try something new for dinner 
tonight!

General Chamber Meeting                                               
Chamber members will meet 

on Thursday, July 17 at 8 a.m. in the 
Council Chambers (2nd floor of the 
Borough Building).

www.wilkinsburgchamber.com
ChamBer of CommerCe

help. Their response led to the formation 
of a block club. A small club with just a few 
faithful members, our progress has been 
slow but steady. In the center of the lot, 
we’ve established a circular grouping of small 
evergreens accented by a stone birdbath. 
This central motif serves as the garden’s 
focal point. At the right end of the lot, a 
small rock- garden was begun. 

This year, we plan to provide seating 
beneath an existing tree, a birdhouse and 
perhaps container plantings.

Starting a garden in such a setting is not 
a dainty, leisurely chore. When you begin 
a garden by swinging an axe or wielding 
a chainsaw, you realize that transforming 
an abandoned lot requires not only vision, 
but muscle. Unwanted growth has to be 
cut, debris removed and invasive species 
uprooted. Beyond that, the ground has to 
be conditioned—which invariably means 
shoveling loads of soil, mulch and fertilizer. 

Permission to transform our lot was 
granted by the owner whose home once 
stood there. We dedicated the garden to 
her and to other residents who’ve made our 
neighborhood a decent place in which to live. 
Once the garden takes definite form, it will be 
filled in with plants contributed by members. 
Those gifts will honor family members and 
loved ones who’ve made a positive difference 
by being good citizens and good neighbors. 
So far, financing the project has come from 
two sources: fundraising events (such as yard 
sales) and contributions, as well as donations 
of help and materials.

While several people in the club are 
fond of roses, we don’t look at things 
through rose-colored glasses. We certainly 
recognize that many neighborhoods in 
Wilkinsburg are in decline. But instead 
of accepting the unacceptable, why not 
see the opportunity that presents itself for 
improvement? Why not begin to take back 
our community one neglected space at a 
time, and then eventually block-by-block?

Through our work, we’ve come to 
realize that every unsightly lot is potentially 
a beautiful garden, and what we’ve done 
can certainly be replicated by others 
throughout the Borough. Forming a block 
club is an excellent vehicle to create change. 
Wilkinsburg was once known as “The City 
of Churches.” With community engagement 
of this sort, it soon could become known as 
“The City of Churches and Gardens!” 

For further information about the 
Hill Avenue Memorial Garden project, 
contact Clifton McGill at 412.242.6022. 
For information about the Block Clubs of 
Wilkinsburg (and perhaps forming a chapter 
in your neighborhood), please contact 
Barbara Ervin at 412.242.3203.

BRIGHTEN CORNER, from page 8
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“A garden forces the gardener to 
look at the world in a whole new light,” 
says Chris Condello, Penn State Master 
Gardner. “Gardening is a 
powerful and inspirational 
activity. Gardening not 
only inspires a love of 
plants, it inspires a love of 
the world as a whole.”

Although Condello’s 
focus is urban gardening, 
guerrilla gardening, and 
nature, Condello is an 
artist in every sense of the word. His 
writing, poetry, art, photography, and 
activism, genuinely convey the way he sees 
the world. His magnificent expressions 
of what happens within the confines of 
the garden creates unparalleled beauty in 
incredible ways.

Condello, who describes himself as 
“urban to the core,” lives in Wilkinsburg 
on a dead-end street where half of the 
twenty-four houses are boarded and 
abandoned. “Although urban blight tends 
to depress most people,” he says, “I have 
found it to be incredibly inspirational.”

Without money to invest or donate, 
Condello contributes his extraordinary 
gardening skills to the community. His 
positive influence on the neighborhood 
environment is extraordinary.

“Many of our aging cities experienced 
industry related population booms. 
These explosions in population favored 
the removal of nature as opposed to the 
integration of nature,” Chris says of the 
concrete urban landscapes we are dealing 
with today.

“As homes have been abandoned and 
left to rot, as they are now torn down, 
green space is slowly opening up. It is of 

WE’VE MOVED!!!
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412-247-2310

great importance that we make sure these 
open spaces are returned to nature.”

“Nature can still flourish in an urban 
environment as long as we 
leave some space to thrive.” 
Condello envisions miniature 
parks and micro-wildlife 
habitats all over our cities. 
“The true value of living in-
tune with nature will become 
apparent.”

“Urban garden 
construction is typically 

exciting and fun,” he says. “Gardens, 
regardless of size and style, require an 
incredible amount 
of time and 
maintenance.”

The downside 
regarding the 
popularity of urban 
gardening is the 
emphasis on money 
and the focus on 
the creation of new 
gardens as opposed 
to the support of 
past infrastructure. 
Gardening is not 
merely for the 
benefit of humans.

“When we 
grow for ourselves, 
we should always 
allow some for nature. Accommodation is 
paramount to elimination.”

Condello recognizes the intrinsic 
value of nature as well as the function of 
and symbiotic relationship within nature. 
“When we create gardens, we are creating 
food and shelter for insects and animals. 

“I wanted to wait for the rain to wash 
my creation away. Nature did not let me 
down.”—Chris Cordello.

Encouragement from a Wilkinsburg Master Gardener

When is a flower garden not just 
a garden? The answer is when it’s a 
community garden. It then moves from 
something that’s purely decorative to a 
statement of civic pride and responsibility. 
We found that to be true while working 
on our corner garden at the intersection of 
Hill Avenue and Pitt Street. The “we” in 
that statement is Hill Avenue 500+ Block 
Club, one of several organized block clubs 
in Wilkinsburg.

Our “Hill Avenue Memorial Garden” 
was originally begun by Francis Butts who 
was assisted by Oplenell Montgomery 
and a few other long-time residents of 

lower Hill Avenue. It 
was started several years 
ago as a challenge to the 
undesirable growth that 
had sprung up on a corner 
lot after a fire-damaged 
home had been razed.

With early care, the 
front portion of the lot 
was nicely maintained 
with plantings of daylilies, 
hosta and decorative 
groundcover, but the rear 
portion of the lot proved 
too difficult to handle 
and grew unmercifully 
wild. There, undesirable 
growth such as thorny 
blackberry vines, burdock 
and entangling sweetpea 
grew waist-high. Out-of-

control wisteria, Virginia creeper and wild 
grape vines twisted along the ground and 
provided constant tripping hazards. It 
was a haven for every wild, invasive plant 
species imaginable! 

After a period of time, Francis issued 
a call to our neighborhood residents for 

continued on page 7
continued on page 6

Hill Avenue Garden 
Before and After.

Brighten the Corner 
Where You Are!
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