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ilkinsburg is looking to the
future. The Wilkinsburg
Plan, an ambitious, wideranging effort to put the
borough on the right track for the next
decade and beyond, has been under way
since early this year and will be taking
shape for most of 2009 before its expected
completion in the spring of 2010.
Another plan, just completed, entitled
Making Wilkinsburg Sustainable, is a
community development project from
Carnegie Mellon University’s H. John
Heinz III School of Public Policy and
Management. That plan is available for
viewing on the economic development
section of Wilkinsburg’s Web site, www.
wilkinsburgpa.gov.
Components of the Wilkinsburg Plan
include a management audit, which will
examine ways to optimize government
services, a comprehensive plan, which is
a blueprint for community development,
and the most recent area to come under
consideration, a plan for revitalizing the
community’s business district.
A weeklong design charrette, led by
consultants from Delta Development
Group and Burt Hill Architects, invited
residents to share their thoughts on the
business district’s strengths and weaknesses,
and offer input for the best way to face the
economic challenges of the future.
Information gathered from residents,
business owners and other stakeholders
in a series of public meetings over the
past month pointed to a need on Penn
Avenue for storefront improvements,
general cleanup and improved safety.
Affordable housing was ranked either
“very important” or “somewhat important”
by about 85 percent of the participants,

Construction of five new homes in the Peebles Square project began in mid-May. The homes are
just down the street from a set of historic rowhouses that were renovated in 2008.
with a preferred redevelopment mix of
renovation and new construction.
Community strengths were walkability,
accessibilitytopublictransportation,historic
buildings and a strong sense of community.
Participants in one of the charrettes, in
discussing the borough’s proximity to
the city of Pittsburgh, combined with its
small-town feel, described Wilkinsburg as
an “urban Mayberry,” a description that
Mayor John Thompson agreed with.
“It is a small town,” he said. “Kids walk
to school, most of us can walk to church.”
The size of Wilkinsburg’s business
district, encompassing Penn Avenue and
the businesses on Wood Street, tops out at
about 70 acres. To put that in perspective,

Edgewood Towne Center is 30 acres; The
Waterfront is 20 acres; South Side works
is 35 acres; and Monroeville Mall is 100
acres. Some participants believed the size
was a drawback, and a reconfiguration and
transition of the district to include more
housing and fewer businesses may be a
more viable long-term strategy, one that
could result in fewer vacant properties.
Residents who want to learn more about
the Wilkinsburg Plan, and who want to
stay in the loop about the plan’s progress
can call the borough office, 412-244-2900,
ext.101 or send an e-mail to compplan@
wilkinsburgpa.gov.
Addressing vacant properties is the
continued on page 3
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Wilkinsburg School
District Enters Its Third
Year With PA Pre-K
Counts
The Wilkinsburg Sun
P.O. Box 86064
Wilkinsburg, PA 15221
412-853-0388

Merle Jantz, Editor
Helen Matason Worsing, Designer
The Board of Directors
Jason Cohn, President
Minister Linda Kirkland-Law,
Vice President
John Irwin, Treasurer
Vanessa McCarthy-Johnson, Secretary
Richard Bradford
The Wilkinsburg Sun is a monthly
community newsletter published by The volunteer Wilkinsburg Community Newsletter Board,
with the support of the Wilkinsburg Borough,
the Wilkinsburg School District, the Wilkinsburg
Chamber of Commerce and the Wilkinsburg
Community Development Corporation. The Sun
is grateful for generous support from the Western Pennsylvania School For The Deaf without
which publication might not be possible. The
Sun would also like to thank the Honorable
Representative Joseph Preston for his continuing support of a community newsletter for the
Borough of Wilkinsburg.
Please submit all articles and calendar
events to: editor@wilkinsburgsun.com, or by
mail, P.O. Box 86064, Wilkinsburg, PA
15221. Please submit articles 6 weeks
before publication and calendar events
4 weeks before publication. To advertise,
e-mail adsales@wilkinsburgsun.com,
or call 412-853-0388
The Sun accepts submitted articles
provided they are related to Wilkinsburg
and are civic-minded. The Sun reserves the
right to withhold articles from print.
Please note that The Sun does not publish
political or opinion pieces.
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Wilkinsburg School District and its partners,
Hosanna House and Sonshine Christian
Daycare, begin their third year of participation with the Pennsylvania Pre-K Counts
initiative in September 2009. Pre-K Counts
provides high quality pre-kindergarten services to 11,800 3- and 4-year-olds in the
Commonwealth, preparing them to enter
school ready to learn and to succeed in
school. The Wilkinsburg sites serve 98
children, 58 of them in district elementary
schools.
Enrollment. Children must be 4 years old
by September 1 to enroll for the 2009-10
school year. The number of spaces is limited, so register soon! For the Wilkinsburg
School District program, fill out an application at the district’s Central Registration, 718
Wallace Avenue, 412-871-2129. Michelle
Agatston, Wilkinsburg Pre-K coordinator,
will call applicants to schedule a screening
interview.
If you are interested in Hosanna House
Child Development Center, contact Tammi
McMillan, Program Director at 412-3421327. For Sonshine Christian Center, contact Lynn Themelaras at 412-731-5501.
YOU ARE INVITED TO

South Avenue
United Methodist Church
733 South Avenue
Wilkinsburg, PA 15221
Rev. David F. Keller, pastor
412-371-7421
Worship Service - 10:00 am
You are invited to Brunch
Sunday, June 28, 2009
11:15 am in the Dining Room
after the Worship Service

FREE MEALS There really is such a thing
as a free lunch. And we’ll even throw
in breakfast. The Wilkinsburg Summer
Breakfast and Lunch Program kicks off
this month at Wilkinsburg High School,
Turner and Johnston elementary schools.
Open to all Wilkinsburg residents. Breakfast will be served from 7:30. to 8:30 a.m.
and lunch will be served at 11:30 a.m. to
12:30 p.m. Please call 412-371-9500 ext.
2290 for the start date.
FREE SEMINARS Addison Behavior
Care, 905 West Street, provides quality
of life services to families and individuals. The organization will be presenting a
series of seminars in June. Topics include
landlord/tenant law and knowing your
rights when behind on the rent, June 2,
starting a business, June 9 and things to
consider before purchasing a car, June
23. For more information, call 412-7312353, or e-mail info@abcpgh.org.
FARMERS’ MARKET IS BACK The
Wilkinsburg Farmers’ Market, sponsored
by the Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce, begins for the season on Thursday,
June 18. The market is located in the
South Avenue parking lot, and runs from 3
to 6 p.m.
The June 18 Chamber General
Membership meeting will be at the
farmers’ market.

Wilkinsburg Historical Society
Celebrates 75th Anniversary
The Wilkinsburg Historical Society will
celebrate the 75th anniversary of its
founding at the Monday, June 15, meeting. Historical papers and artifacts from
the society’s collection will be on display.
Linda Jennings, associate librarian at the
Wilkinsburg Public Library, will present
the program, with the assistance of other
members. The meeting begins 7:30 p.m.,
in the Wesley Room of the South Avenue
United Methodist Church, rear entrance.
Refreshments will be served following the
meeting. For more information, call 412244-2941.
Putting the Neighbor
Back in the Hood
Come to the Hamnett Place Park and Ride
on Center Street for the Greater Pittsburgh
Mad Dads’ third annual Father’s Day celebration, noon to 4 p.m., Saturday, June
20. Food, fun, fellowship and entertainment for everyone. For more information,
or to learn more about Mad Dads, call
George Spencer, 412-371-9188.
CONVOY The Military Vehicle Preservation
Association (MVPA) will be sponsoring a
2009 Transcontinental Convoy to commemorate the 1919 Army Convoy on the
Lincoln Highway. The Lincoln Highway
Association (LHA) is partnering with the
MVPA to provide assistance with this venture. More information is available at the
group’s Web site, www.mvpaconvoy.org.
.Peace in the Park
The popular Peace in the Park program, at
the Johnston Elementary School playground park, gets under way on Monday,
June 22. The five-day-a-week program
runs from 5 to 8 p.m., through Friday,
August 14. Arts and crafts, kickball,
volleyball, chess, cards and more, for kids
and adults. A light dinner will be served
each night.
Sponsors and facilitators of Peace in the
Park are Wilkinsburg Police Department;
Tanya Smith, Johnson Elementary School
principal; Greater Pittsburgh Food Bank
and St. James Church. For further information, or if you would like to help out,
call Josie Bryant, St. James Parish Social
Service, 412-241-1309.

wilkinsburg borough

Important Numbers
Borough Manager 		
412-244-2900 ext 101

Police Chief		
412-244-2915

Borough Receptionist 		
412-244-2900 ext 101

Fire Emergency		
911

Finance Dept.
412-244-2948

		

Fire Chief		
412-244-2931

Code Enforcement
412-244-2923

		

Mayor’s Office		
412-224-2920

Public Works Dept. 		
412-244-2934

Berkheimer Tax Administrator
866-227-4716

Police Dept. Emergency		
911

Adult Library		
412-244-2940

Police Non-Emergency		
412-473-3056

Children’s Library		
412-244-2944

Police Hotline (Complaint line)
412-244-4300

Eastridge Library		
412-342-0056

Planning from page 1

thrust of Making Wilkinsburg Sustainable.
The study, commissioned with the
idea of identifying strategies for making
the borough more economically and
environmentally sustainable, found that
most of the challenges Wilkinsburg faces—
few new residents, limited investment,
poor public perception, a high property tax
rate—can be traced to the high number
of vacant properties in the borough.
According to the 2000 US Census, 14.6
percent of Wilkinsburg’s housing units are
vacant. The national average is 9 percent.
A study by Temple University showed
that property values of occupied homes
decreased when those homes were close to
an abandoned property.
Some steps to reverse the trend are
already being taken. Wilkinsburg’s
tax base expansion ordinance includes
a “willing seller program,” which will
make it easier for prospective buyers to
purchase abandoned and tax-delinquent
buildings. The borough is in the process
of compiling data on all abandoned
properties, to include tax status, ownership,
code violations and any report of criminal
activity. Also, a pilot program with Nine
Mile Run Watershed Association will
attempt to maintain property values of

homes adjacent to abandoned properties,
by keeping vacant lots clean, providing
landscaping improvements and building
fences.
If you would like to weigh in on the
Wilkinsburg Plan online, go to http://tiny.
cc/wilkinsburgplan.

Parks and Recreation
The Borough of Wilkinsburg is seeking residents interested in serving on the Parks and
Recreation Advisory Board who are willing
and able to volunteer their time.
The board acts in an advisory capacity to
the borough council, the school board and
the residents of Wilkinsburg.
The board is responsible for identifying the
open space, recreation, and park and trail
needs of the borough, planning and supervising recreation programs approved by
council, recommending plans, programs,
and policies regarding the provision of recreation and park services, advising council
in the acquisition and development of parklands and undertaking recreation and park
tasks as requested by council.
If you are interested in serving, please complete a Talent Bank Application and submit
it to the borough manager’s office, 605 Ross
Avenue. Applications are available at the
maager’s office or online at www.wilkinsburgpa.gov.

JUNE meetings

Problems with trash pick-up?
Call 412-244-2923

Visit the Borough’s Website
at: www.wilkinsburgpa.gov

1

Wilkinsburg Planning
Commission

6 p.m.

Wilkinsburg Borough Building
605 Ross Ave.

3

Wilkinsburg Borough Council
planning session

7 p.m

Wilkinsburg Borough Building
605 Ross Ave.

17

Wilkinsburg Borough Council
legislative meeting

7 p.m.

Wilkinsburg Borough Building
605 Ross Ave.
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WILKINSBURG CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
www.wilkinsburgchamber.com

BUSINESS IN
WILKINSBURG
IS ACTIVE
It may not appear to be so, but Wilkinsburg
businesses are booming. In just one this
past year, Wilkinsburg has at least 11 new
businesses and two others moving locations.
Last summer Jean’s Soul Food Restaurant
relocated from her Wood Street location to
the former Standard Bank building at 730
Penn Avenue. Jean Gould’s business was
growing and needed more space. The new
location fit the bill for more space and a better location. Being located on the busy Penn
Avenue business corridor, she has seen a
number of new customers who became
aware of her restaurant as they drove
through Wilkinsburg.
Another eatery opened about the same
time as Jean’s move. Al’s Fish N’ Chicken
is located at 1000 Penn Avenue. Alaa “Al”
Agra is a Biddle Avenue resident who, after
working for a number of years in the food
business, set out on his own after doing
a major renovation of the property at the
corner of Penn Avenue and Coal Street
and opened his take-out restaurant. Al’s
big sellers are jumbo shrimp, catfish and
wings. He says his business is better every
day. Al delivers throughout the immediate
Wilkinsburg area.
Besides Al’s Fish N’ Chicken the 1000 block
of Penn Avenue has three other new businesses. The largest and most noticeable
of these is the Right Market at 1030 Penn
Avenue. The owner, Sami Abdullah, also did
a considerable amount of renovation to his
property. Sami’s cousin, Fehmi Abdullah,
is the store’s manager and calls the Right
Market a mini-Wal-Mart. Not only do they
carry all the regular convenience store products, but also things that would not normally
be found at most convenience stores such
as greeting cards and some clothing items.
On either side of Right Market are new
businesses, Imma’s African Braids at 1022
Penn Avenue and It’s About Time barber
shop at 1034 Penn.
David Moore manages the Progressive
Insurance concierge claims center at the
corner of Ardmore Boulevard and Briton
Road. Opening last summer, Progressive by
far made the largest investment in the borough by acquiring a large piece of property
and building its one-stop, state-of-the-art
claims center.
Down at the other end of Wilkinsburg, Ron

Buchanan has added onto his Wilkinsburg
Car Wash at 921 Pennwood Avenue (behind
McDonalds) with two automatic, touch-free
car washes. In about five minutes your car
can be washed, waxed and dried and never
have a brush touch it. However, the more
interesting part of Ron’s addition is the
“doggie wash” where one can walk in and
wash their mutt without creating the dog
wash mess at home.
Allegheny Chesapeake Physical Therapy
opened in the PennWest Building in 2003.
Allegheny Chesapeake offers a full line of
physical therapy services to include pre- and
post-operative therapy, injury therapy and
preventative work. Having outgrown their
facility, manager Scott Rosen started seeking larger space. Not finding any satisfactory
space in the borough, but dedicated to the
Wilkinsburg area, Allegheny Chesapeake
found space just over the Pittsburgh line at
The Factory at 7501 Penn Avenue and will
be reopening there in June.
Although not in Wilkinsburg, but “just over
the line” as Allegheny Chesapeake’s new
location, there have been two other new
openings. Walgreen’s Drug Store at the
corner of Penn and Braddock Avenues has
created an anchor at the entrance to the
Wilkinsburg area business district. In just
the next block from Walgreen’s in the Park
Place Center at 7714 Penn Avenue is DaVita
Dialysis Center.
Probably known as much for its attractive façade as it is for its merchandise is
The Athletes Foot at 713 Penn Avenue.
Ramzi Mustafa and his cousin, Sid Mustafa,
opened the Wilkinsburg TAF franchise in
November, one month after opening another
TAF in McKees Rocks. TAF carries all the
latest styles and colors of premium urban
footwear, as well as brand name T-shirts.
Both Ramzi and Sid have been pleased with
the business results they have had at the
Wilkinsburg location.
Across from the Penn Lincoln Hotel and
next to the used car lot is Mama’s Candy.
Located in the little building with the candy
stripes on top, Miss Chris Younger carries
candy, of course, but also pop, snacks, convenience items and tobacco products. Miss
Chris will soon be adding deli items to the
selection.
Pennwood Paint has been at its current
location on Wood Street for more than 50
years. After decades of being at the same
location, owner, Paul Gruver is moving, but
not too far. In June Pennwood, which is a
Benjamin Moore paints dealer, will relocate
across the street and down the block to the
corner of Wood Street and South Avenue.

Paul expects this new, more visible location
to be beneficial to Pennwood Paint.
Last November, Kab, Inc. moved from
Forest Hills into the old Tile City Building at
716 Rebecca Avenue across from St. James
School. Kab is a second-generation family
business headed by Ken Brown, Jr. Kab is
a full-service distributor and merchandiser
of all those “As Seen on TV” products in the
supermarkets. If you are in the Giant Eagle
or Shop ‘n Save and you see a “Shamwow”
or “Snuggli” on the shelves, that’s Kab.
Ken Brown’s sister, Katie Ratesic, is also
involved with the business. She says that
just about everyone in her family lived in
Wilkinsburg at one time or another and they
are happy to be located in Wilkinsburg, now.
Volunteers drivers and helpers
are urgently needed for our Meals on
Wheels program. Anyone interested
please contact Anita Mckeithen at
412-241-8072 ext.15.

Chamber of Commerce Meetings
Chamber Meetings-open to all Chamber
Members.
Executive Board Meeting:
Every First Thursday, Noon
Wilkinsburg Borough Building,
605 Ross Ave.
Council Chambers, Second Floor
General Membership Meetings:
Every Third Thursday, 5:30 pm
Metro Family Practice
901 – B West Street
HEALTH FAIR Get free health screenings
for asthma, cholesterol, blood pressure,
prostate, stroke, bone density, hearing
loss, stress and more at the second annual Wilkinsburg Community Health Fair
Saturday, June 20, from noon to 4 p.m.,
at Wilkinsburg High School, 747 Wallace
Avenue . Light refreshments will also be
provided.
For more information, contact Dr. Uhuru
Hotep at hotep@duq.edu or call 412-3965171 for more information.
Health fair sponsors include the Kwame
Ture Leadership Institute, the Wilkinsburg
Chamber of Commerce, the Wilkinsburg
Public Schools and Duquesne University.
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Wilkinsburg SchoOl District

Kudos to Teachers!
Ms. Dana Mowery, Wilkinsburg Middle
School science teacher, is featured in a
video series demonstrating “high impact”
teaching strategies for the Pennsylvania
Department of Education’s professional
development library.
PYT Serving Young Adults in Wilkinsburg
Partnerships for Youth in Transition (PYT),
a program located at Wilkinsburg High
School, assists adolescents with mental
health and substance abuse issues in their
transition into adulthood. PYT serves youth
aged 14-21 who have dropped out of school
or are in danger of dropping out. For more
information about PYT, contact Roxanne
Grimes, Youth Support Partner, at 412-4986350.

2009 Wilkinsburg High
School Graduation
The 2009 Graduation Ceremony will be
held on Friday, June 12, 2009, at 7 pm at
Graham Field; If it rains, the event will
be held in the High School Auditorium.
Every guest attending must present a
ticket upon entering. Congratulations to
the senior class of 2009.
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2009 MIDDLE SCHOOL/HIGH SCHOOL SUMMER SCHOOL PROGRAM
June 22, 2009 – July 31, 2009
Registration and payment of tuition: Monday-Friday 8 a.m to 3:30 pm
Main Office, Wilkinsburg High School, Room106.
Middle School Classes
Math
Science
Social Studies
English
Reading
Math 7
Science 7
Social Studies 7
English 7
Reading 7
Math 8
Science 8
Social Studies 8
English 8
Reading 8
High School Classes
Math
Science
Social Studies
English
Gym/Health
Integrated 1 Principles
Civics
English 9
Gym
of Science
Integrated 2 Biology
World Cultures
English 10
Health
Algebra 1
Chemistry
American History
English 11
Algebra 2			
English 12
Geometry				
Summer School Policies
ATTENDANCE IS EXTREMELY IMPORTANT Missing more than two classes
will result in a failing grade. Two late arrivals of five or more minutes is considered
one absence. More than 15 minutes late will be considered an absence. Extenuating
circumstances must be approved by the onsite coordinator.
COURSE APPROVAL The middle school or high school guidance counselor must
approve courses taken.
REFUNDS Tuition refund requests must be made in writing and submitted prior to the
third scheduled class session, Wednesday, June 24th.
For more information, call 412-871-2256, 412-871-2128, or 412-871-2267

2009-10 REGISTration—NEW STUDENTS
Parents and guardians may register new students for any of the
schools in the Wilkinsburg School District by bringing the
appropriate paper work to the Wilkinsburg School District
Administration Building, 718 Wallace Avenue, 9 am to 12 noon
and 1 pm to 3 pm, Monday-Friday. Registration before 9 am or after
3 pm is available by appointment.
New students must be accompanied by a parent or legal guardian
and be prepared to present:
• The student’s birth certificate.
• The student’s social security card.
• The student’s proof of immunization. No child will start school
without all the required immunizations.
• Proof of residency showing your street address. Documents must
be no more than 30 days old. Acceptable proof of residency
includes a phone, gas or electric bill in the parent/guardian’s
name.
• Parents/guardians must also bring photo identification. Foster
parents must also bring a placement letter from the foster
agency.
• Transfer students should bring their transcripts and/or report
cards, if available, from their previous schools.

2009 Fun Fair at Turner Field
We look forward to welcoming you as Kelly School hosts the
Wilkinsburg school district’s annual Fun Fair on June 6, 10 am
to 2 pm at Turner Field on Laketon Road. Buses will leave the
elementary buildings around 9:45 and return around 2:30. The
following activities have been confirmed: petting zoo and pony
ride, DJ Anthony Porter, Line Dancing by Stella Hopewell.
Wilkinsburg School District teachers, Mr. Coleman and Mrs.
Wilkins have planned a series of games for students and parents
including spoon race, tug of war, sack race and many more. There
will be additional games, bingo and prizes. There will be tables by
Velma Parker, Sonshine Christian Center, Pre-K Counts, Head
Start, Hosanna House, the Wilkinsburg Public Library, Fire and
Police Departments. There will also be a sign-up for class reunion
and lots of food. Hope to see you there.

Pennies for Patients
at Kelly Elementary School

Kelly School Student Council had the honor in supporting the
Leukemia and Lymphoma Society this year. The three-week
campaign started with a “kick off” assembly featuring a DVD
provided by the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society. Students left
the assembly excited about raising money for those who needed
their support. Twenty classrooms participated and raised a total
of $1,640.97. The first place winner was Mrs. Haut’s 1st grade
students, who raised $334.61; second place was Mrs. Kalo’s Pre-K
class who raised $232.56 (all pennies), and third was Mrs. Gaydos’
third grade class, who raised $225.83. Kelly Elementary School’s
Student Council is so proud of their school for supporting this
great cause!

2009 Wilkinsburg High School Prom

“HOLLYWOOD” was the theme of this year’s prom, Thursday,
May 27, in the Reflections Ballroom at the Sheraton Inn Station
Square. Prom Line-Up will be held at 5:30 pm front of the high
school.

www.wilkinsburgsun.com 7

8 Wilkinsburg Sun I June 2009

