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Things that Aren’t 
There Anymore: Penn 
Avenue Hotel

Penn Avenue Hotel, located at 715 
Penn, was a popular Wilkinsburg landmark 
in the 1880s, 1890s and early 1900s. Their 

ads proclaimed, “Rooms 
Comfortable, Meals 
Excellent, Terms Moderate.” 
By 1897 the proprietors B. 
Franklin and Lucinda Walter 
also offered horse boarding 
and livery services. In the 

1920s the Hotel was torn down and replaced 
by the Father & Son Shoe Store.

After the 1887 Incorporation of the 
Borough, more travelers were passing through 
and Wilkinsburg became the site for other 
small hotels. The Metropolitan House was 
located at 616 Rebecca Avenue, Central 
House at 738 Ross Avenue. and Wilkinsburg 
Hotel at 500 Todd Street were some of these. 

——Anne Elise Morris, 
Wilkinsburg Historical Society
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Wilkinsburg Anniversary Reflections

A 125th Anniversary Communuty Picnic 
will be held at Hunter Park on July 1 from 10 
a.m. to 7 p.m. 

The day will begin with a community 

Anniversary Celebration Continues with 
Community Picnic at Hunter Park

HUNTER
 PARK

HILL AVE.

C
O

A
L   S

T.

PENN AVE.

S
W

IS
S

VA
LE

  A
V

E.

JAMES ST.

H
U

N
TE

R
 S

T.

C
E

N
TE

R
   S

T.

W
O

O
D

  S
T.

prayer service, followed by music, 
refreshments, and entertainment. 
Highlights include recognition of 
Wilksburg seniors and long-term residents 
(60 years and older), recognition of 
community athletes, Little League and 
softball games, volleyball, horseshoes, face 
painting, a motorcylce run, food vendors, 
free food cooked by local churches, free 
live entertainment, and free activities for 
the kids, including a waterslide and rock-
climbing wall.

The picnic is the second community 
event clebrating the 125th anniversary. 
The kickoff was the spring Pittsburgh 
Symphony Orchestra concert. In October, 
residents can look forward to a parade, a 
community reception at Hosanna House, 
and a gala at the DoubleTree Hotel.

FOX’s Kitchen Nightmares trailers and tents moved into Wilkinsburg the 
last week of May to begin filming at Ms. Jean’s Southern Cuisine on Penn 
Ave. Kitchen Nightmares is a reality show where Chef Gordon Ramsay 
overhauls a restaurant in order to make it a success. He is known for using 
his brutal honesty and Scottish accent to confront any problems that he 
sees. He then uses his expertise to improve the service, menu, atmosphere 
and money-making ability of the establishment. At this writing, the air 
date of this Wilkinsburg makeover is unknown. 

✩Where Is 
the It?
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that The Sun does not publish political or 
opinion pieces.
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St. Mark A.M.E.’s Anniversary
St. Mark’s A.M.E. Church celebrates 

their 100th anniversary with special music 
and speakers at the 11 a.m. and 4 p.m. 
services on June 24. All are welcome. The 
church, pastored by Rev. Geoffrey Tate II, 
is at 1409 Montier Street..

Library Book Sale Delayed!
Since the last edition of The Sun, the library has postponed the annual book sale 

from June 1-9 to Oct. 4-6. The new dates coincide with the celebration of Wilkinsburg’s 
125th anniversary, explained Betsey Swartz, library relations and project manager. As 
usual, the first day of the sale, Oct. 4, will be for lifetime members of FOLLOW (Friends 
of the Living Library of Wilkinsburg) only. A lifetime membership is $50.

How do you design a garden that 
produces the most food possible in a small 
space, using organic methods? That is what 
permaculture gardening does.

On May 12, the beginnings of an 
Orchard Forest Garden, a permaculture 
orchard, were planted on the Taylor Park 
lot behind the Second United Presbyterian 
Church on Hay St.

A permaculture orchard uses layers-
like root vegetables, fruit-bearing shrubs, 
climbing vines and more—topped with a 
canopy of fruit trees—to create a garden 
that is both lovely and efficient.

Lazae LaSpina, a non-traditional 
student studying art at CMU, is 
the catalyst for this project. She is a 
Wilkinsburg resident  since 2007 who says 
that one of her favorite things about the 
borough are the “people who are working 
for positive change.”

LaSpina got interested in gardening 
when she saw the Huntington Botanical 
Gardens in San Marino, Calif. She said 
her Italian grandfather had an “amazing 
vegetable garden every year” but she didn’t 
fully appreciate it until recent years.

Fruit Tree Polyculture

To make her idea for 
Wilkinsburg a reality, she 
has brought together a lot 
of talent. Carnegie Mellon 
professor Bob Bingham shares 
her goals for community-
based projects that are both 
aesthetically pleasing and 
valuable for producing food. 
He has been part of the 
orchard’s creation. Other 
partners include the Fruit 

Tree Planting Foundation (FTPF), designer 
Juliette Jones of Pittsburgh Permaculture, 
and the Second United Presbyterian 
Church of Wilkinsburg, pastored by 
Deborah Warren.

The new orchard is in the backyard 
of the church. The plan is for the produce 
from the orchard to supplement its food 
bank, which serves Wilkinsburg residents 
on the second Wednesday of each 
month, according to parishoner Colleen 
McDowell. McDowell has been very 
involved in the orchard, too, and helped 
make the presentation to the Borough 
Council for approval earlier this spring.

All the trees and some of the shrubs in 
the Orchard Forest Garden were donated 
by FTPF, a visionary organization based 

Above: Community begins to plant orchard with help of 
FTPF May 12. Left: a detail of the permaculture design 
for the orchard by Juliette Jones..

Fresh Fruit to Grow in and for the Community

continued on page 8

MADDADS Celebrates
The 6th Annual Fatherhood 

Celebration will be on Saturday June 
16 from noon to 4 p.m. at the Hamnett 
Place Port Authority Park “N” Ride in 
Wilkinsburg. There will be food, activities 
and music for the entire family. For 
more information, call President George 
Spencer, Sr., 412-225-0139 or email info@
pittsburghmaddads.org.
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UPCoMinG MEETinGS

6/4 (Mon.) 6 p.m. Wilkinsburg Planning commission

6/6 (Wed.) 6:30 p.m. council Work session

6/11 (Mon.) 6 p.m. Wilkinsburg redevelopment Authority

6/13 (Wed.) 7 p.m. council Legislative session

6/18 (Mon.) 6 p.m. Wilkinsburg Planning commission

6/21 (Thurs.) 6:30 p.m. Wilkinsburg community Art & civic design commission

6/25 (Mon.) 5:30 p.m. Joint Tax committee

6/27 (Wed.) 6 p.m. shade Tree committee

7/2 (Mon.) 6 p.m. Wilkinsburg Planning commission

7/9 (Mon.) 6 p.m. Wilkinsburg redevelopment Authority

7/11 (Wed.) 7 p.m. council Legislative session

All meetings will take place in the Wilkinsburg Borough Building, 605 Ross Avenue.

WilkinsBurg Borough
www.wilkinsburgpa.gov

Important numbers
Mayor’s Office	 	
(412)	244-2920

Borough Manager		 	
(412)	244-2900	ext	101

Borough Receptionist		 	
(412)	244-2900	ext	101

Finance Dept.		 	
(412)	244-2948

Code Enforcement		 	
(412)	244-2923

Public Works Dept.		 	
(412)	244-2934

Police Emergency	 	
911

Police Non-Emergency  
(412)	473-3056

Police Hotline	(Complaint)	
(412)	244-4300

Police Chief	
(412)	244-2915

Fire Emergency	
911

Fire Chief	
(412)	244-2931

Berkheimer  
Tax	Administrator	
(866)	227-4716

Adult Library
(412)	244-2940

Children’s Library
(412)	244-2944

Eastridge Library	
(412)	342-0056

Wilkinsburg Borough Council seeks volunteers to serve 
on the Citizens’ Advisory Committee on Shade Trees and the 
Community Art & Civic Design Commission. Any interested 
Wilkinsburg citizen should forward a completed Talent Bank 
Application (found at www.wilkinsburgpa.gov) and a recent resume 
or biography to the Borough Office, 605 Ross Ave, Pittsburgh, PA 
15221.
Citizens’ Advisory Committee on Shade Trees

Trees in public spaces are a resource 
that provide great benefit to people, 
wildlife and the ecosystem. The mission 
of the Committee is to ensure that trees 
within the Borough of Wilkinsburg are 
fostered, maintained and planted with due 
regard for public safety, economy, education 
and enjoyment.  
Community Art & Civic Design 
Commission 

The CACDC is a legislative body 
responsible for design review and 
approval of new and renovated structures, 
landscapes, works of art and monuments 
on all public property and on all private 
property designated for commercial use.  
The Commission is charged with soliciting 
feedback from the residents and business 
owners of Wilkinsburg regarding issues of 
design and aesthetics of public and private 
property under its purview.

New Shiny Truck:  The Borough recently purchased a brand new pumper truck thanks to a 
federal grant. The fire truck is owned by the Borough and housed in the Borough Building on 
Ross Avenue, but is manned by the City of Pittsburgh Bureau of Fire with whom the Borough 
contracts to provide fire coverage. Look for the pumper on the streets of Wilkinsburg and in 
upcoming parades and community events.

Borough Volunteer Positions open

Borough Streets to 
Get Facelift

Expect some temporary 
inconvenience for some significant, 
long-term improvement. According to 
Borough Manager Marla Marcinko, 
many Wilkinsburg streets are slated for 
improvement during a large paving project 
to begin as soon as July..

Much of the paving will be funded 
by bond proceeds. Some additional 
streets will be paved with Community 
Development Block Grant funds. The 
paving project will total $845,000.

About 29 sections of road and 
intersections are scheduled for repaving. 
Another 16 sections are scheduled for 
micropaving, which Macinko said is 
basically an overlay on the existing surface.

Visit www.wilkinsburgsun.com for a 
list of street sections that are scheduled for 
new pavement.
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WCDC CALEnDAR

6/7 (Thurs.) 8:30-10 a.m. Business district safety Meeting—Wcdc office

6/7 (Thurs.) 6:30-8 p.m Wcdc design committee—Wcdc office

6/30 (sat.) 9-11 a.m. Wcdc Board Meeting—Wilkinsburg school Admin Bldg.

WCdC
www.wilkinsburgcdc.org

James B. Richard Receives neighborhood Leader Award

Additional meetings will be posted at www.wilkinsburgcdc.org

On May 24, WCDC Board Member 
James B. (Jim) Richard, was presented with 
the Neighborhood 
Leader Award at 
the Community 
Development Summit 
held by Pittsburgh 
Community 
Reinvestment Group 
(PCRG). The award is 
in memory of former 
Pittsburgh Mayor Bob 
O’Connor and each 
year PCRG recognizes 
an individual who 
exemplifies the late 
mayor’s dedication 
to neighborhood 
improvement.  A Neighborhood Leader 
creates a positive impact on his or her 
community; displays leadership, enthusiasm, 
and dependability; acts as a role model for 
others; builds consensus to accomplish 
goals; and serves on boards and committees.

Richard has called Wilkinsburg 
Borough home for over 75 years. 
Throughout these years, he has served 
Wilkinsburg tirelessly through a 
variety of organizations. He has 
volunteered for organizations such as 
the Boy Scouts of America (72 years); 
South Avenue United Methodist 
Church (72 years); Wilkinsburg 
Chamber of Commerce (54 years); 
the Wilkinsburg Historical Society 
(27 years); and many other worthy 
groups.

In 1989, Mr. Richard assumed the role 
of Wilkinsburg School Director, a post he 
held for 18 years. This position of leadership 
was one of many that Mr. Richard has held 
throughout his many years of service to 
his community.  He has also served as a 
Trustee of South Avenue United Methodist 

served as Treasurer for the WCDC for the 
first three years of operation. Richard’s 
dedication to the WCDC and all of 
Wilkinsburg helped the organization survive 
its infancy in good financial standing.

Richard has also worked through the 
Wilkinsburg Historical Society to ensure 
that the history of the community is 
passed on to future generations.  Using his 
knowledge and passion for Wilkinsburg, he 
has helped the Historical Society publish 
two books, one that commemorates 
Wilkinsburg High School’s 100th 
anniversary, and one that provides a general 
history of the community.

His dedication to Wilkinsburg 
has undoubtedly changed the lives of 
generations of Boy Scouts, Wilkinsburg 
school students, and Wilkinsburg citizens. 
Thank you, Mr. Richard!

Church, President of the Kiwanis Club of 
Wilkinsburg, and Scoutmaster for the Boy 

Scouts of America to name a 
few.  No matter his impressive 
leadership experience, Mr. 
Richard has time and again 
been willing to serve his 
community through even the 
smallest tasks. Volunteering 
such as at community clean-
up days and working with 
Nine Mile Run Watershed 
Association to plant street trees 
along Penn Avenue.  Through 
his leadership and service, 
Mr.Richard models what it 
means to be a constructive 
citizen making Wilkinsburg a 

better place to live, work, and visit.
In 2006, he helped found the 

Wilkinsburg 
Community 
Development 
Corporation.  
And, 
subsequently 

Successful Workshop:  The Small Business Financing workshop in April was well-attended 
and was a great success for the second year in a row. Thanks to Dollar Bank, the presenters and 
all who attended!

WCDC Gives Youth Grant
The WCDC is pleased to award the 

third annual Youth Initiative Grant.  The 
recipient of the 2012 Youth Grant is the 
Wilkinsburg Community Ministry’s Youth 
Meal Partnership, which serves meals and 
provides other support to over 50 youth 
from the Wilkinsburg Boys and Girls club.
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sChool distriCt
www.wilkinsburgschools.org

It’s been said that if you give a man 
a fish, you feed him for a day, but if you 
teach him how to fish, you feed him for 
a lifetime. This quote, which has become 
somewhat clichéd and overused, refers to 
the need for teaching self-reliance and not 
simply giving individuals the necessities 
they lack. However, it also hints at the 
fact that community is crucial to the 
sustenance of the individual. After all, if 
a man learns how to fish, he not only is 
able to feed himself, but also his family, and 
perhaps his community. 

On Friday, April 20 four Wilkinsburg 
Junior/Senior High School students learned 
the importance of giving back to their 
community, and how a simple act such as 
planting trees can make a difference. The 
students partnered with Alicia Donner and 
the Nine Mile Run Watershed Association 
(NMRWA) to plant seven trees at multiple 
locations in Wilkinsburg. Five of the trees 
were planted on Wallace Avenue. Two more 
were installed in the garden next to the 
Junior/Senior High School. In addition to 
planting, the students staked and mulched 
around the tree beds to ensure the oaks 
would grow. 

The four students were Eugene Davis, 
Marquon Herring, Bradford McCary, and 
Don Roberts. Around 8:30 in the morning 
they met with Alicia Donner, Mave Rafferty 
and Paul Yanulavich, who work for the 
NMRWA, to begin the project at 901 
Wallace Avenue.

The students seemed to be immediately 
interested in what Mave had to say, possibly 
because of her Irish accent. She gave the 

if You Give a Fish; if You Plant a Tree
students a brief overview of 
why they were planting the 
trees and the step-by-step 
process involved in placing 
the foliage in the ground. 
While at times the students 
had to be reminded to focus, 
they worked hard and earned 
some ownership in their 
community, which is a vital 
step to bring about social 
change.

After the project, the students 
mentioned that they had fun and felt that 
the community service was “helpful, nice, 
and worthwhile.” They also realized that the 

work they had done was important for their 
community. In a survey that the students 
took after the project, all of them clearly 
stated that because of their involvement 
they felt that they were being “active 
community participants” and were doing 
their part to “bring about social change.”

Hopefully, the lessons they learned that 
day about caring for and having ownership 
in their community, working to create 
beauty and growth, and the importance of 
helping the environment will be permanent.

Angela Kanzic, Behavior 
Intervention Specialist for the school 
district, said that “the changes the 
students made on Friday for their 
community are reflective of the 
positive changes they are trying to 
make in their own lives.” Maybe with 
water and sun, and just enough love, 
those changes will occur. 

Perhaps we can now alter the 
clichéd quote mentioned at the 
beginning of this article to apply to 
the Wilkinsburg community. Instead 
of fish, we can now say: “If you plant 

a tree, you give community shade for a 
day. If you teach students the importance 
of planting trees, you give the community 
shade and restoration for a lifetime.” 

Two of Wilkinsburg’s finest, Shakera Worlds and Eugenia Alexander, decided to do something a little different 
for their Community Project.  Both seniors, they wanted to reach out and give someone a hug. With the Assistant 
of Ms. Elyes, they did a stuffed animal drive for children experiencing homelessness. The students contacted Ms. 
Parker, District Homeless Liaison to inquire of a shelter that could benefit from the donation. The students along 
with their teacher will deliver the stuffed animals to the Transitional Housing Facility and Shelter in Homewood. 
For all of those children who will benefit  from their generous heart and thoughtfulness, thank you!.—Velma  Parker
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On April 28, seven young people 
interviewed five Wilkinsburg homeowners 
whose homes were selected among several 
others by Rebuilding Together Pittsburgh 
(RbTP) to be repaired with the support of 
many volunteers including Habitat of Greater 
Pittsburgh and Wilkinsburg Christian 
Housing. The young reporters represent the 
Sanctuary Project, a collaboration among 
the churches with agencies, the police 
department and the mayor, to end youth 
violence and to lift up Wilkinsburg as a great 
place to live, work and worship.

Here are portions of their reports after 
interviewing gracious homeowners Tina 
Stevens, Hubert and Nellie Kirk,Dorothy 
Parks, Marie Stubbs and Raymond Boea. 
 Sarah Jackson, Senior at Wilkinsburg HS:

Ms. Stevens has lived in the 
Wilkinsburg Borough for just over 22 
years....When I asked her how she felt 
about her roof being replaced along with 
the internal damages being taken care of 
she became very emotional and stated, 
“When you get the right people to finish 
the job you can avoid being beat out of 
your money.”

Ms. Stevens’ home is a very sentimental 
piece to her family....—”Having a sense 
of ownership, pride, and legacy without 
having to rent from someone else, having 
something to call your own.”  

...After visiting these five homes 
with the Sanctuary Project it gave me to 
believe that a lot of people do care about 
our community. After we asked each 
homeowner did they have any words of 
wisdom, they all said stay in school and 
finish completely...
Aleiah Talkish, Middle Schooler:

Dorothy Parks has lived in her home 
since 1975. Some antiques in her home she 
collected from Africa. She also likes to do 
sewing and decorating and flowers in her 
spare time. She is a retired woman from the 
VA in the nursing department. She gave us 
great advice....“Obey your parents, stay in 
school and religion is always first. Always 
keep God on your side; if you do, He will 
take the bad things and turn them around.”
Daria Woodruff: Middle Schooler:

...The quote that stood out the most was 
“lives can’t be saved if you keep it inside,” by 
Ms. Stevens. She meant that if something is 
going on, squeal so you can save a life. Tell 
an adult you trust.

One person we visited was Raymond 
Boea. His origin is Creole. He moved into 
his house in 1986. He was in the army. Then 
he became a body builder.  He wanted to be 
better than what people told him....He told 
us, “Pass on your blessings to people and tell 
those people to pass on their blessings too.” 
Nicchole Wilder, Fifth Grader:

...Never let the bad things people do stay 
inside of you or else nobody will be saved. 
Ms. Stevens told us “No one can be saved if 
you keep it inside.”  She told us that you have 
to tell if you see someone do a bad thing....
Dante Jackson, Seventh Grader:

Mrs. Kirk has lived in her home since 
1967. She has 7 children, but one is no 
longer living. ... She said she’s had no 
trouble for all of the years she’s been there 
and she’s a retired VA Hospital employee, 
who had an aneurysm in the 1990s.
 Stephan Jackson, Eighth Grader:

I can tell you all you need about Mr. 
Boae. He has 3 sons and 2 daughters....He 
used to be in the military. I feel that it was 

a good thing, because he allowed us in his 
home and let us hold and see his trophies 
and pictures. I felt he trusted us very much...
Jamar Williams, Sixth Grader:

Mrs. Stubbs is a nice person who has 
lived in her home for 13 years....She likes 
to paint and decorate, even though she 
can’t do it anymore. She loves caring for the 
neighborhood kids. She cares so much about 
the kids she stops the oncoming traffic to 
keep the children safe....

—Rev. Janet Hellner-Burris and Gail Ross

Sanctuary Project Youth Reporters interview Homeowners
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Greater Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce
P.O. Box 86064, Wilkinsburg, Pa 15221 •  412.242.0234
info@wilkinsburgchamber.com

Annual Community Block Party
The Annual Community Block Party hosted by the Western Pennsylvania School 

for the Deaf will be held on Saturday, September 22. A yard sale will be hosted in the 
morning, followed by a car cruise, food, games, and exhibits in the afternooon. Contact 
vcherney@wpsd.org for more information.

Farmer’s Market opens June 14
The Wilkinsburg Farmer’s Market will open at the Ross Avenue parking lot on 

Thursday, June 14, and run through mid-November. The market hours are every 
Thursday from 3–6 p.m. Come out to see your neighbors and buy farm fresh produce!

2012 Business 2 Business  Event and Annual Member Meeting
Thanks to all of the businesses and members who attended the May 17 event. It is 

great to learn more about what the Wilkinsburg Business Community is doing.

July 21 networking at the Farmers’ Market
Join your friends and neighbors for a Chamber-sponsored Business After Hours 

Networking Event at the Wilkinsburg Farmers’ Market from 5-6 p.m.

Did You Know?
Did you know that  the Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce has been our 

community’s principal business promotion agency since 1893? The Chamber’s mission is 
to improve the economic, civic and cultural well being of the community. 

www.wilkinsburgchamber.com
ChamBer of CommerCe

WiLKinSBURG 125TH AnniVERSARY CoMMiTTEE MEETinGS

6/7 (Thurs.) 5:30 p.m. finance committee at Borough council chambers

6/11 (Mon.) 5:30 p.m. Publicity committee at Wcdc office

6/14 (Thurs.) 9  a.m. Planning committee  at Wcdc office

6/14 (Thurs.) 5:30	p.m. Event committee at Borough Building

6/18 (Mon.) 5:30 p.m. Parade committee at Wilkinsburg school Admin Building

6/21 (Thurs.) 5:30 p.m. finanace committee at Borough Building

The Wilkinsburg Historical Society 
will meet on Monday, June 18 at 7:30 
p.m. in the Wesley Room of the South 
Ave. United Methodist Church (left rear 
Ross Ave. entrance) in Wilkinsburg. The 
program will pay tribute to the Civic Arena, 
which featured the world’s first and largest 
retractable roof. This shining icon was a 
major part of the Pittsburgh landscape for 
just over half a century. A slide presentation 
will explore its significant impact on the area. 
All are welcome to attend this free program. 
Refreshments will be served.

Please Join the Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce in 
Celebrating the 125th Anniversary of Wilkinsburg Borough!

Check out the Library!
Zoom in Zoom Out: A Close-up and Far-

out Look at Our World  by Mike Goldsmith.  
In this groundbreaking visual reference 
book, each page turn reveals a new and 
often unexpected topic, from planets to 
plants to plankton. Explore the tiny details, 
see the bigger picture, and find out how 
everything fits together. Ages 10 and up.

Rethinking Aging: Growing Old and Living 
Well in an Overtreated Society by Nortin 
Hadler. “With this thoughtful guide, 
Hadler (a professor of medicine) urges 
better options for end-of-life care than a 
lonely, traumatic last stop at the hospital,” 
Publishers Weekly.

Arena night at Historical Society

Thank you to Wilkinsburg Volunteers
The Nine Mile Run Watershed Association would 

like to thank all the wonderful volunteers that came out 
and helped us plant more than 120 trees this spring as a 
part of our Wilkinsburg TreeVitalize 500 Trees Initiative. 
This project will ensure tree-lined streets for Wilkinsburg’s 
future, provide many economic and social benefits, and 
will also help reduce stormwater runoff and non-point 
source pollution entering Nine Mile Run. Be sure to check 
our website (www.ninemilerun.org) for more tree planting 
opportunities, beginning again in mid-October.
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here in Pittsburgh, whose mission states a dedication to “planting 
edible, fruitful trees and plants to alleviate world hunger, combat 
global warming and benefit communities.”

Cem Akin, executive director of FTPF and a CMU alumnus, 
said his organization has planted trees all over the world including 
recently for six native tribes in New Mexico and Arizona. FTPF has 
supplied orchards for communities in eastern Kenya and 27 villages 
in India. Their goal is to plant and inspire others to plant enough 
three fruit trees for every person in the world.

On August 26, the public is invited to an inauguration of the 
orchard with a performance 
by Squonk Opera, a group of 
interdisciplinary performers. 

In the meantime LaSpina 
is working on yet another 
Wilkinsburg project: a 
Community Grazing Garden. 
She said she is inspired by Fritz 
Haeg, author of Edible Estates, 
who says instead of growing 
grass, grow food.

NINE MILE RUN EVENTS
continued from page 1

ORCHARD
continued from page 2

Lazae LaSpina, Colleen McDowell, and Cem 
Akin at the orchard site. 


