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Family Savings
Account Program

A

ction Housing offers a unique program
for people who are trying to get money

together to buy a house. The Family Savings
Account (FSA) program helps people come
up with a savings strategy designed to purchase long-term assets.
Action Housing will work with individuals
to create a customized savings plan, which
outlines how much they want to save, for
how long, and for what purpose—home
purchase, home repairs, purchasing a car,
starting a business or saving for education.
Participants work with FSA administrators,
receive specialized financial literacy training tailored to their specific goal, and deposit money each month into a designated
FSA bank account. Once the goal has been
reached, Action Housing will match the savings dollar for dollar.
Income eligibility guidelines for the FSA
start at $32,400 or less for one person,
$37,050 for two people, up to $53,700 for
a family of six. For more information, call
Amanda Burkhardt at 412-281-2102, ext.
2022, or log on to http://www.actionhousing.
org/assetbuilding.php.

Almost two years in the works, this row of townhouses on Peebles Square were renovated as
a joint project between Action Housing and Hosanna House. The next phase of the project
should result in a total of 20 new or renovated units for sale.

Peebles Square
Townhouses for Sale

A

joint venture between Action Housing and Hosanna House has resulted in six
new townhouse units on Peebles Street, between Penn and Ross avenues. The
renovations represent the completion of the first phase of the Peebles Square
housing development project, which when totally completed will result in the
development of up to 20 units of new or renovated housing for sale.
The units for sale now on Peebles Street feature four bedrooms and two full baths, and
are available for $64,900. Sales are being handled through Northwood Realty. For more
information, call Jennifer Wade, 412-367-3200.
Work on the project began in April 2006, following the acquisition of 39 parcels of property, some of which were tax delinquent, according to Melana Mears, housing resource
developer for Action Housing, a community organization that provides affordable housing
and support services for families and individuals in need.
Mears was Action’s point person on the project, which first received a green light in
continued on page 2
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Happy
St. Patrick’s Day
Papi, Dominique,
Maia, Dream
Love, Mom-MaMa
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August 2005. It took almost a year before
the site was ready for the renovation work
to begin.
“There is a ton of background work that
needs to be done first,” she says of acquiring
all of the properties. “Some of the sales were
easy, but other owners contested in court.
We couldn’t move forward without full site
control.”
Mears credits the Allegheny County Redevelopment Authority with helping sort
through that part of the process.
Once all the properties for the project
were bought up, Action and Hosanna
House solicited input from community
groups, worked with the community Design Center of Pittsburgh and architects
from Rothschild Doyno and Mistick to
come up with a site plan.
In addition to the six townhouses on Peebles, Action is rehabbing a house on South
Avenue and is planning on constructing 12
new townhouses as part of the next phase
of the project.
“Obviously they’re for sale to anyone,” says
Mears, “but we would really like to market
to people in the neighborhood, maybe renters who want to buy, and may just be on the
cusp of being able to afford to.”

FREE FIRE
EXTINGUISHERS
According to the National Fire Protection Association, in 2003, fires caused by
cooking equipment resulted in 250 civilian
deaths, 3,880 civilian injuries, and $512
million in direct property damage. Cooking also ranks first among major causes in
number of home civilian fire injuries.
These alarming facts have prompted the
Wilkinsburg Fire Department to dedicate
its efforts to educating the public about
this preventable fire cause and also to
taking action to control cooking related
fires when they do occur.
As part of that outreach, the Wilkinsburg
Fire Department is kicking off an innovative fire prevention program. This program
will provide a free kitchen fire extinguishing system to 100 Wilkinsburg residents.
The fire extinguishing system model will
be on display at the Wilkinsburg Fire
Department. To find out more about this
program, call the Wilkinsburg Fire Department at 412-244-2931.

At the Library
Recycling Good news from the paper recycler, Abitibi. Thanks to your
efforts in recycling paper products, we recycled three times more paper
in 2007 than 2006. Thanks to everyone who deposits their old magazines,
newspapers, and junk mail into the container at the rear of the borough
building. Remember, do not dispose of cardboard, phone books, kitchen/
bath products in the container as they are not able to be recycled. Help us
keep recycling working for our community.
Eastridge Branch Library welcomes children ages 3-5 for Story Hour
every Wednesday at 11:30 a.m. Parents/caregivers should plan to attend
also. For more information, call 412-342-0056.
Chess lessons are offered on the first and third Tuesdays at Eastridge
Branch Library. Adult and children are welcome . All skill levels accepted
from beginners and beyond. Classes are free. Register now by calling
412-342-0056.
If you are looking for library information, check out our Web site: www.
wilkinsburglibrary.org. Hours of operation, holiday closings, programs and
more are on the homepage and it’s available 24 hours a day.

wilkinsburg borough
HELP OUT

Main Street Meetings

Wilkinsburg Borough Council Organization Committee
Mayor John Thompson
412.244.2920
mayorjt@choiceonemail.com
1st ward
blackridge
turner school
hunter park area

Barbara Ervin
Chair, Public Property Committee
412.244.4939 ext. 314
Eugenia Moore
Council President
412.371.5337
Paige Trice
Representative to
the Council of Governments
2nd ward
beacon hill
princeton park
johnston school area

Jason Cohn
Council Vice President, and
Chair, Finance Committee
412.241.4536
jscene@gmail.com
Vanessa McCarthy-Johnson
Chair, Parks, Recreation and the Arts
412.867.5882
vanjohn719@msn.com
Barbara Nicholas
Chair, Personnel Committee
412.638.3390
barbnicholas@comcast.net
3rd ward
high school
kelly school
regent square area

Carl Lewis
Chair, Public Safety
412.403.2910
cdlewiss@hotmail.com
Denise Edwards
412.241.4195
dwinebr696@aol.com
Tracey Evans
412.244.9588
ct.evans@verizon.net

March 5 and March 19, 11 am-noon,
PNC Bank, Penn & Ave. & Wood St.
Economic Restructuring
Committee
March 6. 7 pm, Western
Pennsylvania School for the
Deaf—300 E. Swissvale Ave
Promotion Committee
March 6 and March 20, 7 pm,
Wilkinsburgh Borough Building, 605
Ross Avenue
Design Committee
March 27, 6 p.m., Wilkinsburg
Borough Building, 605 Ross Avenue
WCDC Board Meeting
March 29, 10 a.m.-noon,
Wilkinsburg School Administrative
Building, 718 Wallace Avenue

Important Numbers
Borough Manager
			

412-244-2900
ext 101

Borough Receptionist
412-244-2900 ext 101
Finance Dept.

412-244-2960

Code Enforcement

412-244-2923

Public Works Dept. 412-244-2934
Police Dept. Emergency

911

Police Non-Emergency
412-473-3056
Police Hotline (COMPLAINT LINE)
412-244-4300
Police Chief
Fire Emergency

412-244-2915
911

Fire Chief

412-244-2931

Mayor’s Office

412-224-2920

Berkheimer Tax Administrator
866-227-4716
Adult Library

412-244-2940

Children’s Library

412-244-2944

Any Wilkinsburg resident is eligible to
be appointed to the following Borough of
Wilkinsburg Boards and Commissions.
We currently have openings on some of
them and regularly need to fill positions as
they become vacant..
Civil Service Commission
Library Board
Pension Board
Planning Commission
Shade Tree Committee
Commercial and Industrial
Development Authority
Wilkinsburg Municipal Authority
Wilkinsburg Redevelopment Authority
Wilkinsburg Penn Joint Water
Authyority
Zoning Hearing Board
The boards and commissions are a
crucial part of local government and offer
an excellent opportunity for civic -minded
residents who are looking for a way to
get involved in their community. Most
positions are volunteer positions. Meeting
times vary.
For more information, or to submit
an application, please visit the Borough
Administration office on the first floor of
the Borough Building at 605 Ross Avenue,
or call 412-244-2900 ext. 101.

RECYCLE BINS
AVAILABLE
You may have noticed the recent
recycling flyer that was sent out by the
borough last week. In it was all kinds
of information on how to recycle in
Wilkinsburg. If you need to get recycling
bins, you may pick them up at the
Borough Administration Office on the
first floor of the Borough Building at 605
Ross Avenue, or at the Department of
Public Works Garage on Park Avenue,
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through
Friday

REMEMBER...CURBSIDE
RECYCLING IS MANDATORY
IN WILKINSBURG.
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You are invited to the

2nd ANNUAL EGG HUNT and CELEBRATION
Saturday, March 22, 2008 -11:00 a.m.
at South Avenue U. M. Church
733 South Avenue, Wilkinsburg
(enter lower ramp door off of South Avenue)
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Questions or Directions? Please contact
SAUMC at 412-371-7421 or email: Revfkeller@aol.com

B’s Restaurant
902 Wood Street, Wilkinsburg, PA 15221
Open 7 AM-10 PM, MON-SAT; 9 AM-8 PM, SUNDAY

PIZZA DOUBLE DEALS
2 MEDIUMS 8-CUT $13.99 + tax
2 LARGE 12-CUT $16.99 + tax

*<<ÊUÊ*-/ÊIÊ  
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in store only

DELIVERY CHARGES ADDITIONAL. DRIVER TIP NOT INCLUDED.
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BREAKFAST $3.99
7 AM-11 AM special
2 eggs, Bacon,
Home Fries

LUNCH $4.99
11 AM-3 PM special
1/2 Hoagie, Fries
& Drink

WHOLE HOAGIE
6 WHOLE WINGS

$11.99

LARGE PIZZA
$6.99
(Toppings $1.50 each)

FREE large Pepsi

20 WHOLE WINGS
SUPER SPECIAL

$12.99

MUNCH PACK SPECIALS
Breast/wing, Fries, Roll $3.99
3 Wings, Fries

$3.50

4 Wings, Fries

$4.50

5 Wings, Fries

$4.99

8 Wings, Fries

$7.99

12-Cut PIZZA
12 WHOLE WINGS
12” Ch steak HOAGIE

$20.99

CALZONE
GOURMET PIZZA
CHICKEN MEALS
SPECIALTY WINGS
FRESH SALADS
All dinners include roll or corn muffin

20-Cut PIZZA
20 WHOLE WINGS

$23.99

wilkinsburg school district

Four teams of students entered the High School Innovative Design
Competition
Wilkinsburg High School students took top honors in the High
School Innovative Design Competition, sponsored by the University of
Pittsburgh and the National Science Foundation.

WHS Students win
Science Competition

S

tudents in Rick Domm’s Honors Chemistry class won first place
in the third annual High School Innovative Design Competition
on January 25. Sponsored by the University of Pittsburgh, National Science Foundation, and the Alcoa Foundation, this competition
for high school students from around the region showcased creative
solutions the students developed in their science classes to difficult
technical challenges the way that engineers tackle such problems. The
members of the winning team will each receive a paid summer internship at the University of Pittsburgh.
The Comfort Pad, the winning entry invented by Raymond Howell,
Quintin Monroe and Godfrey McCray, uses chemistry to either warm
or cool a pad that is used for pain relief.
“The students came up with the idea after a game of tackle football
had left them stiff and sore,” said Mr. Domm. “I asked them to think of
what they could create to solve their problem.”
The Comfort Pad has pouches that hold packs that contain water
and either a heating or cooling chemical. When the pack is broken, it instantly heats to about 110 degrees or cools to 40 degrees Fahrenheit.
Wilkinsburg’s other projects were “The Thermosphere,” a portable
water purifier by David Carter, Felicia Brown and Keith Smith, “The
Caliente Bowl,” a electricity-free cooking method, invented by NaTisha
Washington, Jasmine Wilkes, James Moore and Keona Angell, and
“The Perspire Fan” a portable heating unit invented by Alexis Stinson
and Latefah Bennett.
“We’re excited to have Willkinsburg students come to Pitt this summer,” said Dr. Christian Schunn, co-director of the program. The National Science Foundation has extended the grant for the competition
for the next three years. “They see us as one of the most successful of
these types of programs in the nation,” said Dr. Schunn.

March/April
events
March 3
Read Across America!
March 10
Kelly PSSA Game
Night 5 to 6:30 p.m. For
students and families in
grades 3-6.
March 11
Turner PSSA Pizza Party
6 p.m. For students and
families in grades 3-6.
March 21-March 24
Spring Recess
March 25
School Board Legislative
Meeting 7 p.m., 718 Wallace Avenue
April 28
Johnston PTO meeting
9 a.m.
April 29
School Board Legislative
Meeting 7 p.m., 718 Wallace Avenue
April 30
Spring Concert. 7 p.m.
Wilkinsburg High School
Auditorium. Free and
Open to the Public!

Save the Date!
The Pittsburgh Symphony
Orchestra returns to
Wilkinsburg High School on
Thursday, May 22, 2008 at
7 p.m.! For tickets, please call
Maria Lauro at (412) 871-2125
or email mlauro@wilkinsburgschools.org

Alternative
Education

M

ost children thrive
in a regular public
school classroom,
but others do not.
Since 2003, more than 75 secondary students in Wilkinsburg have
been able to attend the Wilkinsburg Academy, the district’s
alternative school. Now located
at the former Mulberry Presbyterian Church building, this year
the Wilkinsburg Academy has
expanded to include kindergarten
through sixth grade, making it
the district’s only K-12 school.
Currently, 92 students attend the
Wilkinsburg Academy.
continued on page 5

There will be no school on
April 2—Clerical/act 80 day
April 22—Parent Teacher conferences
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wilkinsburg academy continued
With small class sizes, a behavioral health component and one-onone attention, children who have not been able to adjust to the regular
classroom have the opportunity to thrive. “What’s most exciting about
our school is that we provide full inclusion;regular and special education
students are all together,” says Dr. Magi Berger, principal of Wilkinsburg
Academy. “Students and staff have a strong connection that is only
possible through building trust and rapport. We have an extremely
dedicated staff that is committed to not only teaching but also reaching
our students. This requires patience, willingness to learn and change, and
a team approach.”
Many of the students at the Academy previously attended private
schools located outside of Wilkinsburg. By working with parents and the
community, Dr. Berger continues to make progress towards introducing
the Wilkinsburg Academy to all students who still attend schools outside
of the district. This school year, more than 20 students have successfully
re-integrated into the Wilkinsburg Public Schools via the Wilkinsburg
Academy. The district is responsible for paying tuition to these schools, at
costs far above the cost of providing the same services in a district school.
The savings are substantial: this year alone, the savings have reached over
$250,000. More importantly, the Wilkinsburg Academy is able to provide
these students with an opportunity to be included in their school district,
which addresses special education law that mandates all schools to provide
for students in the least restrictive environment necessary to meet their
needs.
“The students who have returned are our students; they belong with
us, here in Wilkinsburg,” says Dr. Berger. “The administrative team is devoted to raising student
achievement. When we
send students outside of
the district we lose control of our expectation
of what the students will
learn and how they will
learn it. The students
who have returned take
great pride in being
included in their home
school district.”
Success at the
Academy comes in all
shapes and sizes. From
the ‘06 graduates who
are successfully off to
their second semester of
their freshman year in
college (which include
Edinboro, Clarion, and
Lincoln Universities) to
a student with autism
who has gained three
spoken words in a week’s
time, the Wilkinsburg
Academy’s students are
moving forward in 2008!
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The Woman’s Club
of Wilkinsburg
presents the

2008 Benefit
Book Breakfasts

Breakfast 9:30 am
Review 10:15 am
South Avenue
United Methodist Church
733 South Ave.
Pittsburgh, PA 15221

Wilkinsburg
Historical Society
Monday, March 17
7:30 pm
South Avenue
United Methodist Church
Wesley Room (use rear entrance).
Michael Sriprasert of the Pittsburgh History
and Landmarks Foundation will speak on
the Foundation’s efforts
to restore and revitalize
historic structures in Wilkinsburg.
Meetings are free and open to the public.

March 19
Helen Faye Rosenblum
People of the Book: a novel
By Geraldine Brooks
March 26
Barbara Wilhelm
Murder Makes the Rounds
By Mela Barrows Bennett
Tickets for the series $15
Single Admissions $5
Proceeds support the
Scholarship Fund
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—Performance—
National Theater
of the Deaf

CORES

WPSD auditorium
Sunday April 13, 2007 at 6:30 p.m.

Community Outreach,
Resource and Educational
Support

“The Brindle Beast
and Other Stories”
Open to the public
Tickets— $10—on sale at the door
Information: Contact Vicki Cherney at
412-244-4207 or
vcherney@wpsd.org

412-271-7482

WPSD’s annual yard sale
April 26 from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Open to the community
Space rental—$10 • Table rental—$5
Proceeds from rentals
benefit Student Enrichment
For information or to reserve a space
contact vcherney@wpsd.org

to all our advertisers

THEME: “WALKING
HIGHWAYS OF HOLINESS.”

Call Joel at 412-241-2941
for more information.

RETURN of the
MONSTER YARD SALE

Happy Easter

72nd Annual Easter Bonnet
Luncheon/Fashion Show
3BEJTTPO)PUFM (SFFO5SFF

Tickets may be purchased
at the door or by calling
—Open to the Public—

Easter
Noon, March 24

Refreshments

March 5
Dr. Alfred Labriola
Julius Caesar
By William Shakespeare
March 12
Dr. John Aupperle
Jimmy Stewart: a biography
By Marc Eliot

SILVER CORD
INTERDENOMINATIONAL
ASSOCIATION
MINISTERS’ WIVES AND
MINISTERS’ WIDOWS

The community outreach center
at WPSD provides community
audiological and speech services,
sign language classes, interpreting
services, technical assistance for
teachers and staff as well as training, workshops and seminars.
CORES services are available to
children, youth and adults in school
settings business or in the
community.
For more information contact
Jennifer Famularo at

412-244-4224

or jfamularo@wpsd.org.
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A FEW OF OUR STAR PROGRAMS

IN HOME
COUNSELING
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