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48th Annual ‘Wilkinsburg Gives Thanks’ Breakfast
This long-traditional breakfast, sponsored by the Greater Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce, begins at 8 a.m. on Tuesday, Nov. 20, at the 

Western Pennsylvania School for the Deaf, 300 Swissvale Ave. Tickets are $7.50. Reservations can be made at info@wilkinsburgchamber.com or 
by calling Vicki at 412.242.0234. 

Above Left: Representative Mike Doyle presents Mayor 
John Thompson with certificate commemorating 
anniversary. Above right: Mayor drape Citizens’ Award 
medallion on Karen Payne. Wilkinsburg Community 
Ministry’s Anne Grieder in background. Left: Jim 
Richard, another award recipient, enjoys parade. Below: 
Wilkinsburg High School marching band performs in 
125th Anniversary parade.

Wilkinsburg Celebrates 
125th Together

October 5-7 was a joyful time for the 
Borough as the community celebrated its 
125th anniversary. 

On Friday, residents enjoyed food, 
special presentations, and fun at a free 
community reception at Hosanna House. 
A video on Wilkinsburg was shown, 
and the mayor presented Citizens’ 
Awards to the following: Josie Bryant, 
Jean Dexheimer, Jerome Garrett, Sr., 
Ann Greider, George Hamm, John 
Irwin, Tony Lewis, Karen E. Payne, 
David Reese, James B. Richard, Mindy 
Schwartz, George Spencer, Barbara 
E. Thompson, Kara Whitfield. The 
school district brought old yearbooks 
for alum to find themselves. Dancers 
performed from Salsa Ritmo Dance. 
The event was well attended, including 
by Representative Mike Doyle who 
presented Mayor Thompson with a 
anniversary certificate. 

On Saturday, the community 
celebrated with a colorful and musical 
parade. WTAE reporter Amber Nicotra 
was a guest. To see film of the parade, 
visit: youtu.be/84gaXU2Avrk. In 
the evening was a gala event at the 
DoubleTree Hotel.

The weekend ended with an 
ecumenical community service high 
school auditorium on Sunday, where 
Dr. William R. Glaze from Bethany 
Baptist spoke. Also, Police Chief Ophelia 
Coleman commissioned chaplains for 
emergency response in Wilkinsburg. 
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The Wilkinsburg Sun is a free 
monthly community newsletter published 
by the volunteer Wilkinsburg Community 
Newsletter Board, with the support of the 

Wilkinsburg Borough, the Wilkinsburg 
School District, the Wilkinsburg Chamber 

of Commerce and the Wilkinsburg 
Community Development Corporation. 
The Sun is printed by Knepper Press. 

Please submit all articles and calendar 
events to: editor@wilkinsburgsun.com, 

or by mail, P.O. Box 86064, Wilkinsburg, 
PA 15221. Please submit articles 6 

weeks before publication and  
calendar events 4 weeks before  

publication. To advertise, 
e-mail adsales@wilkinsburgsun.com, 

or call 412.916.1790. The Sun accepts 
submitted articles provided they are 
related to Wilkinsburg and are civic-

minded. The Sun reserves the right to 
withhold articles from print. Please note 

that The Sun does not publish political or 
opinion pieces.

The annual Wilkinsburg Christmas 
Sing concert is on Sunday, December 2 at 
4 p.m. at Covenant Fellowship RP Church, 
1300 Swissvale Avenue (at Hill Ave.), 
hosted by the Wilkinsburg Community 

Free Workshop for Residents 
on How to Save on Electricity

Are you looking for ways to lower 
your monthly electric bill? On Tuesday, 
December 4, a Duquesne Light Co. 
representative will talk about how to save 
money on your bill. The presentation, 
at 6 p.m. at the Wilkinsburg Borough 
Building, will explore a variety of low-cost 
and no-cost ideas that can lower electric 
costs including in the areas of heating, 
lighting, using the kitchen and hot water 
heating. To RSVP for this workshop, call 
the PHDA, Inc. at 412.242.2700.

Nov. 20  Wilkinsburg Gives Thanks breakfast, 8 a.m.

Nov. 22  Thanksgiving Day

Dec. 2  The Christmas Sing Concert, 4 p.m.

Dec. 6  Chamber of Commerce Light Up Night, 6 p.m.
   and Winter Concert at High School, 7 p.m.

Dec. 13   Elementary Band Concert at High School, 7 p.m.
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Ministry. A long-standing tradition, this 
concert features singers from area churches 
and audience participation.

All are welcome to enjoy this free 
event.

Wilkinsburg Unites in Song on December 2

.Community Holiday Calendar,

As part of the university’s annual Pitt Makes a Difference event, Pitt students came to Wilkinsburg 
on October 20.  They worked alongside Nine Mile Run and the Wilkinsburg Shade Tree 
Committee to plant trees, including this one on Penn Avenue. Afterwards, the students had lunch 
and boarded their bus to return to campus.

CORRECTION: The October issue of The Sun 
left off the following caption to the picture on page 8:  
“The Village at PennWood presents new banner to the 
Wilkinsburg Farmers Market. (L-R Jeff McKinney, Stella 
Harris, Erik Dudik (executive director of The Village at 
PennWood) and John McElhinney.”
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Beginning January 1, the City of Pittsburgh along with other 
waste haulers will not be permitted to collect televisions, computers, 
monitors or other equipment associated with computers. Not only 
are waste haulers not permitted to collect these items, landfills are 
also not permitted to accept them. 

The Covered Device Recycling 
Act ( CDRA Act 108 ) is mandated by 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 
Electronic devices should be recycled 
because they often contain toxic metals, 
such as lead, cadmium or mercury, 
as well as other materials that have 
the potential to negatively impact the 
environment if disposed. Additionally, 
the use of recycled materials to 
manufacture new products reduces the 
consumption of natural resources.

According to the act, residents can 
take old equipment back to the retailer 
and they will accept it free of charge or 
they can call DEP’s recycling hotline at 
1.800.346.4242 to find a recycling drop-
off program nearest them.

UPCOMING MEETINGS

10/3 (Wed.) 6:30 p.m. Council Budget Work Session

11/12 (Mon.) 6 p.m. Wilkinsburg Redevelopment Authority

11/14 (Wed.) 7 p.m. Council Legislative Session

11/19 (Mon.) 6 p.m. Wilkinsburg Planning Commission

11/26 (Mon.) 5:30 p.m. Joint Tax Committee

11/28 (Wed.) 6:30 p.m. Council Work Session

11/28 (Wed.) 6 p.m. Shade Tree Committee

12/3 (Mon.) 6 p.m. Wilkinsburg Planning Commission

12/5 (Wed.) 6:30 p.m Council Work Session

12/10 (Mon.) 6 p.m. Wilkinsburg Redevelopment Authority

All meetings will take place in the Wilkinsburg Borough Building, 605 Ross Avenue.

WilkinsBurg Borough
www.wilkinsburgpa.gov

IMPORTANT NUMBERS
Mayor’s Office	 	
(412)	244-2920

Borough Manager		 	
(412)	244-2900	ext	101

Borough Receptionist		 	
(412)	244-2900	ext	101

Finance Dept.		 	
(412)	244-2948

Code Enforcement		 	
(412)	244-2923

Public Works Dept.		 	
(412)	244-2934

Police Emergency	 	
911

Police Non-Emergency  
(412)	473-3056

Police Hotline	(Complaint)	
(412)	244-4300

Police Chief	
(412)	244-2915

Fire Emergency	
911

Fire Chief	
(412)	244-2931

Berkheimer  
Tax	Administrator	
(866)	227-4716

Adult Library
(412)	244-2940

Children’s Library
(412)	244-2944

Eastridge Library	
(412)	342-0056

Reminder: TVs and Computers Will Not Be 
Collected in New Year

The municipal building 
has had a bit of a facelift on the 
exterior (lintel painting and 
column repair and painting) and 
the borough is in the process 
of landscaping the front this 
fall. The diagram is an artist’s 
rendering of the plan. 

As part of the project, the 
borough will plant a memorial 
tree and install a bench to 
honor the work that resident 
John Metzler, founder of the 
Urban Tree Forge, did in the 
community.

Metzler was known for 
using fallen or diseased trees 
to sculpt into pieces of art, 
furniture or even flooring. He 
was also a champion of tree 
planting. He was only 46 when 
he died in a tragic accident in 
the spring of 2010.

Metzler helped take down 
diseased trees in Wilkinsburg, 

Borough Building Receives Small Facelift; Memorial to John Metzler

saving the tax payers many 
expenses, and he repurposed the 
wood for beautiful things. He 
also helped to plant new trees in 
the borough.
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WCdC
www.wilkinsburgcdc.org
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Improvement Funding 
Available to Businesses

The WCDC is pleased to have funding 
for business façade improvements and 
interior storefront improvements to make 
a building up to code. These monies must 
be used. Applications are available on 
its website. Any projects will need to be 
approved by the WCDC. 

The WCDC is compiling a list of 
vendors in Wilkinsburg as a resource for 
customers and developers.

Also, if you have a property in good 
condition and would like to donate it, the 
WCDC is creating a list.

To apply for improvement funding, add 
your business to the vendor list or donate 
a property, please contact the WCDC at 
412.727.7855. 

Thank you! 
Day of Giving Update
Thank you to all who gave on 

October 3. We reached our goal 
of $1,500 and surpassed it with a 
total of $1,830. If you would like to 
support us, please send tax-deductible 
contributions to 1001 Wood Street, 
Wilkinsburg, PA 15221 or donate 
online, www.wilkinsburgcdc.org.

Congratulations to the Borough of 
Wilkinsburg on its 125th Anniversary! 

Tracey Evans and Cameil Williams in Wilkinsburg’s 125th Anniversary Parade

Students to Present Vacant-Lot 
Designs for Wilkinsburg

Seven Penn State students are working on creating 
landscape designs for four vacant lots in Wilkinsburg. 
They recently held a design charrette to gather 
community input about the future use of the lots.

They will be presenting their final designs on 
November 26 at the Hosanna House from 6-8:30 p.m. 
All are welcome!

Penn State students Annthony Scaringelli, Rachel Morelli, and Sean Hewitt 
obtaining community input on their conceptual designs for the vacant lot at 

Wood Street and South Avenue. 

C
ou

rt
es

y 
of

  M
ar

th
a 

R
ia

l. 
A

ll 
R

ig
ht

s 
R

es
er

ve
d

Wilkinsburg residents enjoying the 125th Anniversary Parade
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sChool distriCt
www.wilkinsburgschools.org

Wilkinsburg School District Fall 
2012 Calendar

November 13—Parent/Teacher Conferences

November 22-23—Thanksgiving Vacation

November 26—No School (Local Holiday

R

December 6—Winter Concert at High School, 

7 p.m.

December 11—School Board planning session, 

7 p.m.

December 13—Elementary Band at High 

School Auditorium, 7 p.m.

December 18—School Board legislative 

session, 7 p.m.

December 24-January 2—Holidays and Winter 

Recess

Jim Butler, President 
NMLS ID # 139251 

 PROFESSIONAL MORTGAGE CONNECTION, LLC 
NMLS ID: 127881 

(Licensed by the PA Department of Banking) 

Preferred Lender: 
412-672-5060 

NMLS ID# 688561 

The Pennsylvania Department of 
Education has awarded Wilkinsburg 
School District a $369,589 grant called 
the 21st Century Community Learning 
Center (21st CCLC) grant, which provides 
federal funding for the establishment 
of community learning centers that 
provide academic, artistic and cultural 
enrichment opportunities for children 
during nonschool hours.

Activities will take place before and 
after school, weekends, holidays and/or 
summer. The program helps students who 
need remedial assistance to meet state and 
local academic standards in core academic 
subjects, such as reading and math; offers 
students a broad array of enrichment 
activities that can complement their 
regular academic programs; and offers 
literacy and other educational services 
to the families of participating children.

“The PDE received 101 grant 
applications requesting more than $45.9 
million and were read and scored by 
teams of three evaluators,” said 
Dr. Carolyn Dumaresq, Deputy Secretary, 
Office of Elementary and Secondary 
Education. “The 21st CCLC program is 
authorized under Title IV, Part B of the 
Elementary and Secondary Education Act 
as amended by the No Child Left Behind 
Act of 2001 to provide federal funding 
for the establishment of community 
learning centers.”

Pennsylvania’s primary goal for its 21st 
Century Community Learning Centers 
is to assist youth to meet state standards 
for core academic subjects by providing 
them with a broad array of services and 
programs, such as art, music, recreation 
activities, character education, career 

and technical training, drug and violence 
prevention programming, and technology 
education. These opportunities may take 
place before school, after school and/
or during holidays or summer recess. 
Educational services for families of 
participating students, such as literacy 
instruction, computer training and/or 
cultural enrichment must also be given. 
One of the key aspects of Pennsylvania’s 
CCLC program initiative is an emphasis 
on active youth and family participation 
to ensure that both have decision-
making roles in the creation, operation 
and evaluation of every 21st Century 
Community Learning Center in 
Pennsylvania. Another key aspect of 
Pennsylvania’s program is its intense focus 
on school and community collaboration.

Wilkinsburg was one of 15 
school districts that applied for the three-
year grant.

According to Wilkinsburg School 
District Superintendent Archie D. 
Perrin, Jr., the District is committed 
to implementing a comprehensive 21st 
Century Community Learning Center 
program that provides meaningful, 
academically based afterschool 
activities and extended learning 
opportunities for children in the district 
and their families. “This effort will draw 
on all available community resources, 
recognizing that many diverse groups and 
individuals have important contributions 
to make. It is this collaboration among 
local partners for youth and their 
families that will make the program a 
success.”

According to 
Wilkinsburg Federal 

Program Specialist Phillip Martell, 
the district will be required to supply 
extensive data reporting on the results 
of the 21st Century Program, including 
quarterly and annual performance reports 
to local, state and federal evaluation teams. 
“We will use a sophisticated computer 
software system called the Performance 
Information Collection System (PPICS), 
which was designed to collect basic 
information about 21st CCLC programs 
across the United States,” he said. Each 
year, PPICS is used to collect program 
data from some 3,000 21st CCLC 
grants covering close to 9,000 centers 
serving 1.5 million student attendees.”

Tigers Girls Basketball 
begins Nov. 26 with a home 
game against Trinity Christian 
School at 5 p.m. 

Boys Basketball begins 
Dec. 4 with a scrimmage at 

McKeesport High School against Penn Trafford.
For complete game schedules, visit www. 

wilkinsburgschools.org and click on the 2012-13 
Calendar under “News.”

Wilkinsburg Receives $369,589 to Establish Community Learning Centers
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New Books in the Library
Teen Life 411.  This new collection of 

books in our Young Adult section sheds 
light on some challenging topics of teenagers 
today, including pregnancy, diabetes, cancer, 
panic attacks, and depression.

Using Your Computer: the Beginner’s Guide 
by Kyle MacRae.  Incorporating all the latest 
developments in technology and software, 
this manual, now in its third edition, is 
ideal for anyone who lacks experience or 
confidence in using a PC. The reader will 

Check Out the Library!

learn how to set up 
their PC, get to grips 
with Windows 7, 
work with software 
and drives, get online 
and send emails. 
With clear, jargon-
free text, plenty of practical exercises and 
numerous hints and tips, this manual is 
aimed at the complete beginner and no 
technical knowledge whatsoever is assumed 
or required.

Registration for the Wilkinsburg 
Community Ministry Thanksgiving and 
Christmas Food Distribution Program 
is now open. Interested families need to 
provide proof for the number of people 

9:30 a.m. for both days.
Also WCM is now collecting 

donations for these from any individiual, 
organization, church who would like to 
partner with them. The list of supplies that 
they need are:

• rolls and muffin mix
• turkey or ham
• stuffing mix
• chicken broth
• canned vegetables and yams
• rice or noodles
• cranberry sauce
• fresh white and sweet potatoes 
• boxed pototoes
• cake mix and frosting
• canned fruit
• jello or pudding mix
• monetary donations
• gift certificates for Giant Eagle in  

$15 or $20 denominations

Local Holiday Program Both Offers Help 
and Needs Food Donations

Thanksgiving is Nov. 22

residing in the household.  Families must 
choose one holiday (WCM is unable to 
provide for both).

Registration for Thanksgiving closes 
Wednesday, Nov.14 and Christmas closes 
Friday, Dec. 14. Pick-up days are Tuesday, 
Nov. 20, for Thanksgiving and Friday, 
Dec. 21, for Christmas. Pick up starts at 
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Greater Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce
P.O. Box 86064, Wilkinsburg, Pa 15221 •  412.242.0234
info@wilkinsburgchamber.com

Light Up Night!
The Chamber of Commerce will sponsor a Light Up Night in the Wilkinsburg 

business district’s parklet at 6 p.m. on Dec. 6. All are welcome. The event will be followed 
by a networking party for businesses at Kenyon Jewelers.

Wilkinsburg Gives Thanks Breakfast
The annual Wilkinsburg Gives Thanks Breakfast is Tuesday, November 20. Donation 

for the breakfast is $7.50 per person. Proceeds benefit the Wilkinsburg Community 
Ministry. To make a reservation or request more information call 412-242-0234 or email 
info@wilkinsburgchamber.com. 

www.wilkinsburgchamber.com
ChamBer of CommerCe

The Landmarks Housing Resource Center hosted an open house 
by artist James Shipman on Saturday, October 20. Shipman, 
an artist, sculptor and ceramist, gave a presentation on “The 
Role of the Artist in Society” in the context of community 
development, particularly the ongoing effort of PHLF in the 
Hamnett Place neighborhood. The audience of about 40 was 
invited to walk around the space, to see Shipman’s exhibited 
work and his work space, which occupies half of the building 
that houses the LHRC. The LHRC, 744 Rebecca Avenue, 
Wilkinsburg, offers workshops on home ownership, restoration, 
do-it-yourself work, green initiatives, and neighborhood 
development. For more information, call 412.471.5808 or visit 
www.landmarkshousingresource.org.
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Gateway Health Plan® is a Coordinated Care plan with a Medicare contract1 and a contract with the Pennsylvania 
Medicaid program2 (C-SNP1/D-SNP1&2). These plans are available to anyone with both Medicaid and Medicare, or 
anyone with Medicare and diabetes or cardiovascular disorder, or chronic heart failure. The benefit information 
provided is a brief summary, not a complete description of benefits. For more information, contact the plan. 
Limitations, copayments, and restrictions may apply. Benefits may change on January 1 of each year. *This number 
will direct you to a licensed insurance agent. To be directed to a general number, please call 1-800-685-5209, TTY: 
711, 8 a.m. – 8 p.m., 7 days a week. **You must continue to pay your Medicare Part B premium – the State pays 
the Part B premium for full dual members. Premiums may vary based on the level of Extra Help you receive. Please 
contact the plan for further details. †Benefit coverage depends on plan eligibility.  H5932_847 CMS Accepted 

$0 TO LOW MONTHLY PREMIUMS** 

DENTAL SERVICES – including Dentures 

VISION CARE – including Eye Glasses 

HEARING SERVICES – including Hearing Aids 

TRANSPORTATION – including Non-Emergency Trips 

PRESCRIPTION DRUG COVERAGE – brand name and generic

EXPANSIVE NETWORK of more than 10,000 healthcare providers 
and over 100 hospitals

To see if you qualify, call 1-877-GATEWAY* or visit MedicareAssured.com. 


