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A Free Community Newsletter Bringing You Good News About Wilkinsburg

Trick or Treat
for the Borough
is Monday,
October 31, from 5-8
p.m. A parade and
party, sponsored by
the police department,
begins at the Borough
building.

Wilkinsburg’s Sanctuary Reporters Visit WTAE

The Borough Building sports decorations for the 125th
anniversary. Built in 1939, this building is a real community
center, housing our local government offices, the public library
and the police and fire departments.

Wilkinsburg’s Sanctuary Project
reporters were invited by Anchor Wendy Bell
to watch the evening news being broadcast.
After the broadcast, members of the Channel
Four staff met with the reporters.
Here are the reports from the youth
reporters about this amazing experience:
Daria Woodruff: “Being at the WTAE
studio was a great experience. I met Wendy
Bell and Demetrius Ivory, the weatherman.
It was really cool because I got to see how
everything works like the green screen,
cameras and more. Meeting Wendy Bell was
really nice because she has a nice personality
and she likes to answer our questions. Even
off air she’s a really nice person and I also
hope I get to see her again.”
Aleiah Talkish: “What I learned about
the news was it’s not as real as it looks on
TV. On TV, it’s clear and everything looks
real, but in the studio it looks like a lot of

camera crew and there are a lot of lights and
cameras and wires. Also, the screen looks
different in real life because when you look
at it on TV the man points to the states and
tells the weather, but in real life it is just a
simple green screen. Wendy Bell is very fun
and a nice person to meet. She’s funny and
is a great anchor.”
Dante Jackson: “I learned from the
weather man that he studies his stuff before
he goes on camera. He does not have a
script, like the other reporters. When he
is standing at the green screen he has to
look at a small TV screen and try to find
the place where he is trying to point. If he
is trying to point at something that is on
the right, it is on the left on the screen, so it
makes it hard!”
The Sanctuary Project thanks the
WTAE staff and especially Wendy Bell for
this experience for Wilkinsburg youth.
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Sanctuary Project Announces
Art and Talent Show for Peace
The Sanctuary Project of the
Wilkinsburg Ministerial Association and
Wilkinsburg Community Ministry is
hosting an Art and Talent Show for Peace
on Friday, October 19 from 6-9 p.m. in
the auditorium of the Wilkinsburg Senior
High School.
The theme of the show is “Let There
Be Peace On Earth and Let it Begin With
Me.” Youth in grades 6-12 who live, study
or attend worship in Wilkinsburg and
surrounding communities are eligible to
register for this event. All registrations
and art submissions must be turned into
The Christian Church of Wilkinsburg at
748 Wallace Avenue, which is across the
street from the Senior High School, a week
ahead of the show, on Friday, October 12
between 2:30-7pm.
Registration forms are available at
The Christian Church and are being
distributed to every school and to many
locations throughout the borough.
Appointments for auditions will be held
on Tuesday and Wednesday, October 16 and
17 in order to select the top five performers

in grades 6-9 and in grades 10-12.
The art work will be judged ahead of
the show by area artists and all art will
be displayed the evening of the event. In
addition, The Sanctuary Project is holding
a logo design contest for the ministry.
All first place winners in the Talent
Show, Art Show and Logo Design
Competition will receive $100 gift
certificates, second place winners $75 gift
certificates, third place winners $50 gift
certificates and honorable mention $25 gift
certificates. The Art and Talent Show for
Peace is being sponsored by The Sanctuary
Project, which is a fellowship of ministers
and lay activists who work alongside the
Chief of Police and the Mayor to end youth
violence as they lift up Wilkinsburg as
a great place to live, work and worship.
Come support our amazing youth! For
more information, please contact the
convener of The Sanctuary Project, Pastor
Janet Hellner-Burris at The Christian
Church of Wilkinsburg at pastorjanethb@
verizon.net or 412.241.3556.
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Join the Pittsburgh History &
Landmark Foundation (PHLF) for the
dedication of Piano Place on Saturday,
October 27, 1 p.m. to 2:30 p.m, at 502-04
Jeanette St.
Piano Place, a community garden
in the Hamnett Place neighborhood of
Wilkinsburg, was inspired by a design
created by Pittsburgh Public School
student Ronald R. Butler and dedicated
in memory of PHLF member Harry C.
Goldby.
Reservations are appreciated (marylu@
phlf.org); light refreshments will be served
at Landmarks Housing Resource Center at
744 Rebecca Avenue.

P.O. Box 86064
Wilkinsburg, PA 15221
412.916.1790
Lynne Gordon, Editor

All Can Be Included in New Book; Deadline Approaches
The date has been extended to be
ncluded in Wilkinsburg’s newest book!
A special edition, Wilkinsburg 1887-2012:
Celebrating the Past, Present and Future will
be printed soon. To celebrate Wilkinsburg
2012 the historical society needs every
church, organization, non-profit and
community committee leader to write a
few paragraphs about their group.
This can include the group’s activities,
mission statement, youth involvement,
community outreach, future plans,
meeting times and dates, or whatever the
people of Wilkinsburg would want to
know about the group or organization.
Organizations may include a clear photo,
too. There is no fee for getting your
organization included in this book. Don’t
delay since we will be getting ready to
print this book soon. Articles may be sent
via email to anne_elise_morris@hotmail.
com. Those who don’t use email, may drop

Public Invited to Dedication
of Piano Place Garden

a written article off at the Wilkinsburg
Public Library, marked 125th BOOK
ARTICLE. It can also be mailed to the
library at 605 Ross Ave, Wilkinsburg, PA
15221. Please include contact name, phone
number and e-mail address if available in
case the book committee has questions.
The deadline for submission of written
articles and photographs is October 31.

Musical History Featured at
Next Historical Society
The Wilkinsburg Historical Society will
meet Monday, October 17 at 7:30 p.m. in
South Avenue United Methodist Church’s
Wesley Room to celebrate the history of
music in Wilkinsburg. Linda Jennings,
Wilkinsburg librarian, will present slides
showing the community’s musical variety
through the years. All interested are
welcome to attend this free program;
refreshments will be served afterward.

The Board of Directors
Jason Cohn, President
Minister Linda Kirkland-Law, Vice President
John Irwin, Treasurer
Vanessa McCarthy-Johnson, Secretary
Richard Bradford
The Wilkinsburg Sun is a free
monthly community newsletter published
by the volunteer Wilkinsburg Community
Newsletter Board, with the support of the
Wilkinsburg Borough, the Wilkinsburg
School District, the Wilkinsburg Chamber
of Commerce and the Wilkinsburg
Community Development Corporation.
The Sun is printed by Knepper Press.
Please submit all articles and calendar
events to: editor@wilkinsburgsun.com,
or by mail, P.O. Box 86064, Wilkinsburg,
PA 15221. Please submit articles 6
weeks before publication and
calendar events 4 weeks before
publication. To advertise,
e-mail adsales@wilkinsburgsun.com,
or call 412.916.1790. The Sun accepts
submitted articles provided they are
related to Wilkinsburg and are civicminded. The Sun reserves the right to
withhold articles from print. Please note
that The Sun does not publish political or
opinion pieces.

Wilkinsburg Borough
www.wilkinsburgpa.gov

Attention, Wilkinsburg
Residents

Saturday, November
10 is The Great
Wilkinsburg Fall YardWaste Pick-Up!

Newer billboard on Penn Ave. near Montier St. celebrates teen pride in the Borough.

Certain Electronic Waste, including TVs and Computers, Will
Not Be Collected in New Year
Beginning January 1, 2013, the City of
Pittsburgh along with other waste haulers
will no longer be permitted to collect
televisions, computers, monitors or other
perhiphals associated with a computer.
Not only are waste haulers not permitted
to collect these items, landfills are also not
permitted to accept the items.
The Covered Device Recycling Act
( CDRA Act 108 ) is mandated by the
Commonwealth. Electronic devices should
be recycled because they often contain
toxic metals, such as lead, cadmium or
mercury, as well as other materials that
have the potential to negatively impact the
environment if disposed. Additionally, the
use of recycled materials to manufacture
new products reduces the consumption of
natural resources.
This means, that, starting in the new
year, these items cannot be set out for
collection. According to the act, residents
can take the old equipment back to the

retailer and they will accept it free of
charge or they can call DEP’s recycling
hotline at 1-800-346-4242 to find a
recycling drop-off program nearest them.

Upcoming meetings
10/3 (Wed.)

6:30 p.m.

Council Budget Work Session

10/8 (Mon.)

6 p.m.

Wilkinsburg Redevelopment Authority

10/10 (Wed.)

7 p.m.

Council Legislative Session

10/15 (Mon.)

6 p.m.

Wilkinsburg Planning Commission

10/17 (Wed.)

6:30 p.m.

Council Work Session

10/18 (Thurs.)

6 p.m.

Wilkinsburg Community Art & Civic Design Commission

10/22 (Mon.)

5:30 p.m.

Joint Tax Committee\

10/24 (Wed.)

6 p.m.

Shade Tree Committee

11/6 (Mon.)

6 p.m

Wilkinsburg Planning Commission

11/7 (Wed.)

6 p.m.

Council Budget Work Session

All meetings will take place in the Wilkinsburg Borough Building, 605 Ross Avenue.

Important Numbers
Mayor’s Office
(412) 244-2920
Borough Manager
(412) 244-2900 ext 101

Police Emergency
911
Police Non-Emergency
(412) 473-3056

Borough Receptionist
(412) 244-2900 ext 101

Police Hotline (Complaint)
(412) 244-4300

Finance Dept.
(412) 244-2948

Police Chief
(412) 244-2915

Code Enforcement
(412) 244-2923

Fire Emergency
911

Public Works Dept.
(412) 244-2934

Fire Chief
(412) 244-2931

Place any of the following in large
brown paper bags or cardboard boxes (no
plastic bags or loose material, please!):
• Leaves
• Garden Waste
• Tree Trimmings (less than 1” diam.
only, please)
• Shrubbery,
chipped or cut
Place bags or boxes
near curb, in front of
your house before 9
a.m.
The Borough will
pick them up, and
make lovely compost
from them, which will
be available for all residents.

Seminar Offered on Energy Efficient Homes
Berkheimer
Tax Administrator
(866) 227-4716
Adult Library
(412) 244-2940
Children’s Library
(412) 244-2944
Eastridge Library
(412) 342-0056

Residents can learn how to turn their homes into high
performance homes and increase comfort, health and energy
savings. Diagnostic Energy Auditors of Western PA (DEAWP)
will demonstrate how a simple redesign of return ducts and
strategic air sealing of a basement will dramatically impact a
10-room East End Victorian home on Saturday, October 20 in
the Park Place, Regent Square area from 1 to 4 p.m. For more
information and registration information contact info@deawp.
org or 412.241.6705.
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www.wilkinsburgcdc.org

Students Engage in Vacant
Lot Design

A Warm Welcome to our
Newest Staff Member
The WCDC welcomes Rebecca Martin to our staff.
Rebecca grew up in Middlebury, Indiana and recently
graduated from Eastern Mennonite University with
majors in Economics and Applied Sociology. She is
now living in Highland Park as a part of the PULSE
program. PULSE (Pittsburgh Urban Leadership Service
Experience, www.pulsepittsburgh.org) is a community
of young adults who live in Pittsburgh and spend a year
developing their leadership through work with a local
non-profit. Rebecca is excited about working for WCDC
and gaining first-hand experience with economic and
community development strategies.

Courtesy of Martha Rial. All Rights Reserved

The Penn State Center is conducting a landscape architecture
studio in Wilkinsburg this fall. The Center develops and strengthens
local relationships to connect and engage the entire university with
local partners. The Penn State landscape architecture students will be
developing concept drawings for three vacant lots. The projects are the
vacant lot at Wood Street and South Avenue, the area around the Train
Station, the railroad trestles and pedestrian tunnels, and the gazebo park
on Wood Street. Their projects will begin with background research about
the area and will be supplemented by community input to brainstorm
ideas and opportunities for the lots. Students will present
their final designs to the community Monday, November
26, 6-8:30 p.m. at Hosanna House. All are welcome.

Small Business Development
The WCDC celebrates the graduation
of Wilkinsburg business owners Dr. Helen
Davis and Mr. Doug Duffus from the
Institute for Entrepreneurial Excellence’s
Urban Power to Prosper program! Mr.
Duffus explained that “the program gives

you nine months to really
analyze every aspect of your
business and build a three
year plan.…I graduated
yesterday but the program is not done.
They follow up with you and your plan’s
implementation and assign you a mentor.”
Provided through University of Pittsburgh’s
Joseph M. Katz Graduate School of
Business, the Urban Power to Prosper
program includes four-week modules
covering business and leadership, financial
management, sales, marketing and resource
management and a final session devoted to
a strategic growth action plan. Participants
continued on page 8

To support the WCDC, send a
tax-deductible contributions to
1001 Wood Street, Wilkinsburg,
PA 15221 or donate online, www.
wilkinsburgcdcorg. Thank you!

WCDC CALENDAR
Dr. Riley Davis , Dr. Helen Davis, Ms. Leslie Patterson,
Mayor Thompson
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10/4 (Thurs.)

8:30-10 a.m.

Business District Safety Meeting—WCDC office

11/8 (Thurs.)

8:30-10 a.m.

Business District Safety Meeting—WCDC office

School District

www.wilkinsburgschools.org

Pennsylvania’s Promise for Children Month
October is Pennsylvania’s
Promise for Children Month.
This is the time to raise
awareness of the importance of
quality early learning for our
young children. When young
children have quality early
learning opportunities, they do
better in school and are more successful as
adults. When our children reach their full
potential, we all benefit.
Wilkinsburg School District has
invested in such an opportunity by
investing in its PA. Pre–K classrooms. The
district houses three PA Pre–K classrooms
in the two elementary schools and oversees
three classrooms in Hosanna House CDC
and Sonshine Quality Childcare Center.
The Pennsylvania Pre–K Counts

program, established by the
Pennsylvania Department
of Education, began as an
initiative to provide early
learning experiences to
prepare young learners for
kindergarten and school
success.
High quality classrooms for young
learners ( ages 3 & 4) possess early
childhood professionals who show
respect and care; these classrooms have
materials and daily activities that are
developmentally appropriate and age
appropriate with a strong emphasis on
literacy and math.
The rooms are filled with materials
to stimulate all the senses of the child—
sand and water tables, a dramatic play

TIGER Football 2012
DATE

TIME

OPPONENT/PLACE

Fri., Oct. 5

7:30 p.m.

@ West Shamokin Jr./Sr. High School

Sat., Oct. 13

1 p.m.

North Catholic High School @ Wilkinsburg, Graham
Field

Sat., Oct. 20

1 p.m.

Avonworth High School @ Wilkinsburg, Graham
Field

Fri., Oct. 26

7:30 p.m.

@ Our Lady of the Sacred Heart

area, blocks, listening center, computers,
manipulatives and an inviting science area.
The Wilkinsburg School District offers
a four–week Summer Transition Program
for students entering Kindergarten in
the fall. This program is called the KTO
Kindergarten Boot Camp and emphasizes
teaching children the foundations of
reading.
During this Pennsylvania Promise
Month for Children, we salute
the Wilkinsburg School District’s
Superintendent, Board of Directors
and staff for their commitment to Early
Childhood Education.
Wilkinsburg School District
Fall 2012 Calendar
October 29—No school (In-service Day)
R
November 6— No school (Election Day)
November 9—End of First Grading Period
November 12—No school (Clerical Day)
November 13—Parent/Teacher Conferences
November 22-23—Thanksgiving Vacation
November 26—No School (Local Holiday
R
December 24-January 2—Holidays and
Winter Recess

(Licensed by the PA Department of Banking)

Jim Butler, President
NMLS ID # 139251

PROFESSIONAL MORTGAGE CONNECTION, LLC
NMLS ID: 127881

412-672-5060
Preferred Lender:
NMLS ID# 688561

Do you have a special teacher or event from your Wilkinsburg school that you would like
to see featured? Send an article, 200 words or less to editor@wilkinsburgsun.com. High
quality photos are welcome. Include your full name.
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Constables4Kids Distributes Backpacks

Constable Lonzo Boyce and Deputies Lawrence Taylor, Steve Wright. (Not pictured: Deputy Carter)

Constable Lonzo Boyce wants to make a difference. He wants Wilkinsburg to know
that constables care.
Boyce, who was elected constable of 1st ward in 2009, and his deputies gave away 96
backpacks filled with school supplies at Turner Elementary on September 8.
This year, Boyce paid for the backpacks out of his own pocket and his deputies filled
them with supplies like calculators, glue sticks and pencil pushes. In the future, he would
like businesses to be involved, too, and expand the impact.
Boyce has always wanted to make a difference. “Ever since I was a kid, I wanted to be
in security and law enforcement.” He is a Wilkinsburg resident and the single father of
two. One of his sons is now studying criminal justice.
It was raining when Boyce distributed his backpacks, and he was concerned the
word hadn’t gotten out about the giveaway. “When those first little girls came with their
umbrellas, I felt so good,”he said.
“I always wanted to do this….I told myself, when I get a chance to make a difference,
I am going to do so.” His favorite thing about Wilknsburg is “the people.”
Constables are elected for six-year terms. Many people don’t know that constables
transport prisoners, guard the election polls, deal with landlord disputes, and attend
district court, among other duties. Boyce is aware of conflicts of interest, so his
Constbles4kids program strives to represent itself alone as it does charity and not use
municipal property. He hopes to register Constables4Kids as a non-profit in the near
future.
Boyce hopes, too, to get other constables involved, even if they do not live in the
borough. He would like to expand his projects to include a food drive, a toy drive, an Act
235 training project and more volunteer security for non-profit events. He would also like
to provide scholarships for individuals who want to go to security school.
Most of all, Boyce wants residents to know, “We care.”

Check Out the Library!
New Titles
Calico Joe by John Grisham.
Grisham is known for his
courtroom thrillers but has
long harbored a desire to write
a baseball novel. Inspired by
the real-life story of Yankee pitcher Carl
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Mays, whose fastball struck and
killed Cleveland shortstop Roy
Chapman in 1920.
The Essential Guide to a Lasting
Marriage by Martin Tashman and
Karla R. Dougherty. Down-toearth, accessible advice filled with real-life

anecdotes.
Confessions of a Wannabe Cheerleader by
Zoe Evans ; illustrated by Brigette Barrage.
“An enjoyable read that highlights the
importance of pursuing passions, whatever
they are, and staying true to oneself,”
Booklist.

Chamber of Commerce
www.wilkinsburgchamber.com

Save the Date!
The annual Wilkinsburg Give Thanks Community Breakfast is Tuesday, November
20. Donation for the breakfast is $8 per person. Proceeds benefit the Wilkinsburg
Community Ministry. For more information call 412-242-0234 or email info@
wilkinsburgchamber.com.

There Is Still Time to Visit the Area’s Oldest Farmers’ Market
The Wilkinsburg Farmers’ Market will be selling fresh produce, fruit and baked goods
through mid-November. The market is open every Thursday, 3 - 6 p.m., located in the
parking lot between Ross & South Avenues, behind the South Avenue Methodist Church,
733 South Ave.

Become a Member. Make a Difference.
Become a member of the Greater WIlkinsburg Chamber of Commerce—supporting
the business community since 1893. Write to us at info@wilkinsburgchamber.com.

Greater Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce
P.O. Box 86064, Wilkinsburg, Pa 15221 • 412.242.0234
info@wilkinsburgchamber.com
A free workshop on how to reduce utility bills will be offered on Saturday, October
13 from10 a.m.—11:30 a.m. at the Landmarks Housing Resource Center, 744 Rebecca
Avenue in Wilkinsburg. Get tips on how to save on your bills at this presentation by
Conservation Consultants, Inc. (CCI), a non-profit organization with a history of
promoting responsible energy use in homess. RSVPs are appreciated. Contact Mary Lu
Denny: marylu@phlf.org or 412-471-5808 ext. 527.
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SMALL BUSINESS from page 4

learn to plan, achieve and manage the
long-term growth and success of their
businesses. Such skills are more critical
than ever since, according to the U.S.
Census Bureau, over 85% of all people
employed in Western Pennsylvania work

for small and medium-sized businesses.
The Urban Power to Prosper program
is open to business owners who are located
in an inner city neighborhood in Pittsburgh
or a local urban area, have been in business
at least three years, have full-time employees
in addition to themselves, generate at least

$300,000 in revenue and are looking for
ways to sustain and grow their business.
Applications are being accepted for the
second Urban Power to Prosper program.
For information contact Chris Kush at
cakush@katz.pitt.edu or (412) 648-1806.

Mulberry Community Church

Rev. Kevin Cooper, Senior Pastor • 601 Wallace Ave. • Wilkinsburg, PA 15221
INVITES YOU TO JOIN US IN A GREAT TIME WITH THE LORD
AND THE LIVING MINISTRY
Everyone Is Welcome!!!

• 10:30—Sunday School,11 a.m.—Praise and Worship, followed by the Sermon of the Day!!
• Bible study every Tuesday at 7 p.m.
• Family counseling, college preparation, job readiness and training
• Walk of Faith—Memorial in granite—self or deceased loved ones
• Open Registration: Christmas Toys, Toys for Tots (ages newborn to 11 years)
—Must attend Church services from October 7–21

G.M.E. (Grown Men Entertainment) and Mulberry Community Church present....
It’s time to take a Stand!!!
A stop-the-violence service will be given on Sunday, Oct. 28, 2012. This service will focus on the community’s ability
to address deaths due to guns and other violence. Guest speakers Lee “Feets”
Davis, Donny Kyte (owner of Ike Wear clothing) and more. Please come and
fellowship with us as we try to reduce untimely loss of our youth and adults!!
Please contact Andrew Scott at 412-969-2390 or mrable15@gmail.com for more
details. When prayers go up blessings come down!!!
If you need transportation please call a day before.
Contact us at: Frank—412-915-0699; Edy—412-626-8022; Steve—412-403-0866;
Yvonne—412-773-3000. Sponsored in part by helping hands CDC
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