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Volunteers Needed for
Fall Cleaning
Photo courtesy University of Pittsburgh

Volunteers are needed for a Community
Redd-Up day, organized by Wilkinsburg
Weed and Seed Neighborhood
Restoration sub-committee in
conjunction with the University of
Pittsburgh on Saturday, Oct. 16, at 9:30
a.m. Gloves, bags and vests will be
provided. Volunteers should meet at
the Borough Fire Department on Hay
Street at 9 a.m.to receive supplies and
assignments.

Twenty Attend Youth
Police Academy
Twenty Wilkinsburg youth took part
in a two-week Youth Police Academy
camp hosted by the Wilkinsburg Police
Department. Sgt. Wayne McKenith was
the coordinator of this academy, which
instructed the youth in team building,
safety on the street as well as the home,
fire protection, and first aid and CPR
certification.The program included
visits to the County 911, police and fire
Departments. Participants graduated in a
ceremony at the South Avenue Methodist
Church and were later recognized at the
Sept. 1 council meeting and received
backpacks with school supplies.

Photo courtesy Pittsburgh Pirates.

Left: Dick Groat in 1960.
Above: Groat with Bill Hillgrove announcing the Pitt Panthers
game, 2004.

Wilkinsburg Son Marks
Historic Anniversary
This October marks the 50th anni–
versary of the breathtaking 1960 Pirates’
World Series win and Wilkinsburg-born Dick
Groat’s selection as National League MVP.
Even some Pirate fans don’t know that
Groat got his start in basketball. In fact,
Richard Morrow Groat shared the same
honor as Larry Bird, Kareem Abdul Jabbar,
Oscar Robinson and Bill Russell—the best
college basketball player of the year. All,
but Groat, have entered the Basketball Hall
of Fame.
Groat was born in Wilkinsburg in
November 1930. His family later moved to
Swissvale where he starred on the high
school basketball court. Recruited by
Duke University, he played both basketball
and baseball. As a guard for the Blue
Devils basketball team, he quickly amassed

a number of national and regional awards:
Helms Player of the Year (1951), Southern
Conference Player of the Year (1951, 1952),
Southern Conference Tournament MVP
(1951, 1952), First Team All-America (1952),
and Duke Team Captain (1952).
1952 was a particularly busy year for
him. In his last game for Duke against rival
North Carolina, he scored a career-high
48 points. On May 1, he became the first
Duke player to have his basketball jersey
retired and was the first round draft pick of
the Fort Wayne (later Detroit) Pistons.
To top that off, he played a little
baseball for the Blue Devils, batting .370
and helping his team earn a berth in the
College World Series. His baseball talents
must have been pretty good, for the lastcontinued on page 6
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Wilkinsburg Community Day and Health Fair on August 21 featured a craft tent, an
inflatable playground, carnival games, face painters, balloon artists, a golf clinic, bingo,
battle of the barrels, and the 5th annual Wilkinsburg Idol—among other food and fun.

PSO to Perform for Wilkinsburg November 16
For the eighth consecutive year, the
Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra will
perform a Community Engagement Concert
for Wilkinsburg. The concert, conducted by
PSO Conductor Thomas Hong on Tuesday,
Nov. 16 at 7 p.m. at the Wilkinsburg High
School Auditorium, will benefit the music
programs in the school district.
Since 2003, over $48,000 has been raised

Computer and Electronics
Collection On Oct. 16
Any hard-to-recycle electronic waste can
be taken to the parking lot behind the South
Avenue United Methodist Church (across from
Sav-A-Lot) on October 16 from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. Goodwill of Southwestern Pennsylvania
is managing the collection for recycling,
which includes chargers, cell phones, digital
cameras, televisions, VCRs, computers
and monitors. All computer hard drives will
be destroyed according to Department of
Defense standards.

for this purpose through the Pittsburgh
Symphony Orchestra performances.
The Wilkinsburg/PSO Community
Engagement Committee, created in 2003 to
identify and support music education needs
within the school district, sensed a cultural
revitalization in Wilkinsburg and determined
that arts and arts education should be a
part of that rebirth. The culmination of this
partnership is the annual concert.
Tickets cost $7 for adults, $3 for students
K-12, and $5 per person for groups of 10 or
more. Tickets may be reserved by calling
412-871-2125

Police and Fire Academy
Classes for the Wilkinsburg Police and Fire
Academy began Sept. 15 and will continue
until Dec. 15, meeting at 6–9 p.m. each
Wednedsay on the 3rd floor of the Wilkinsburg
Borough Building. For more information,
contact Sgt. Wayne McKenith at 412-2442919 or wmckenith@wilkinsburgpa.gov.

The Board of Directors
Jason Cohn, President
Minister Linda Kirkland-Law, Vice President
John Irwin, Treasurer
Vanessa McCarthy-Johnson, Secretary
Richard Bradford
The Wilkinsburg Sun is a free
monthly community newsletter published
by the volunteer Wilkinsburg Community
Newsletter Board, with the support of the
Wilkinsburg Borough, the Wilkinsburg
School District, the Wilkinsburg Chamber
of Commerce and the Wilkinsburg
Community Development Corporation.
The Sun is printed in Wilkinsburg by
Mercury Printing.
Please submit all articles and calendar
events to: editor@wilkinsburgsun.com,
412-901-5774, or by mail, P.O. Box 86064,
Wilkinsburg, PA 15221. Please submit
articles 6 weeks before publication and
calendar events 4 weeks before
publication. To advertise,
e-mail adsales@wilkinsburgsun.com,
or call (412) 818-0333
The Sun accepts submitted articles
provided they are related to Wilkinsburg
and are civic-minded. The Sun reserves
the right to withhold articles from print.
Please note that The Sun does not
publish political or opinion pieces.

Brittany Apartments
1717 Penn Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15221
412.242.2407
www.BrittanyApartments.com
◊
◊
◊
◊
◊
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Call to find out
how to get a
FREE gift card!

FREE indoor parking
◊ Studios from $493
No gas bill!
◊ 1 BR from $600
Laundry facilities on each floor
◊ 2 BR from $736
24-hour emergency maintenance
Transportation at entrance of building

Wilkinsburg borough
Refuse Pick Up Changing
for Certain Property
Owners
Wilkinsburg Awarded State Grant for Energy
Council has taken action to require
property owners of six or more unit
buildings to contract with a private hauler
for refuse collection starting on Jan. 1.
The borough advises those affected
propery owners to begin the process of
finding a private hauler. Property owners
will receive more information in the mail
closer to the end of the year.

Public Meetings about
Fire Protection by City of
Pittsburgh Announced
Two meetings will be held on Oct. 26
and 28 at 6:30 p.m. in the Hosanna House
auditorium for residents to hear details
about the Borough’s proposed contracting
with the City of Pittsburgh to provide
fire protection to Borough residents.
Residents are encouraged to attend and
bring their questions.
Firemen and officials from both
Wilkinsburg and Pittsburgh will be on
hand to explain the proposal and answer
questions.

Trees to be Planted
at Holmes and Wood
Streets Oct. 24
On Sunday, Oct 24, Nine Mile Run
Watershed Association (NMRWA) will plant
trees from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Holmes Park,
at Holmes and Wood Streets in Wilkinsburg.
Trees will include Kentucky Coffee
Tree, Sweet Gum, an Elm variety,
Hackberry, and a Dawn Redwood,
according to Sara Madden from NMRWA.
Volunteers are needed, and breakfast,
lunch and tools will be provided. Register
by writing to justin@ninemilerun.org or by
calling (412)371-8779, ext. 116.

Problems with trash pick-up?
Call 412.244.2923

Visit the Borough’s website at:

www.wilkinsburgpa.gov

Upgrades at Municipal Building
The Wilkinsburg Borough has been
awarded a $141,750 state grant to install
approximately 66 new windows in the
municipal building.
“The borough is absolutely delighted
with this funding award,” said Wilkinsburg
Borough Manager Marla Marcinko. “The
new windows will enhance the appearance
of our historically-rich municipal building,
save the borough money in energy costs
and further demonstrate our commitment
to sustainability.”.
Rep. Joseph Preston who announced
the award said, “Seven years ago, when
Wilkinsburg had just emerged from
distressed city status, I met with Mayor
John Thompson and Governor Rendell to

learn how we could revitalize Wilkinsburg
through infrastructure improvements.”
“Today, revitalizing Wilkinsburg is
still a priority for local and state officials,
including Sen. Jim Ferlo, and residents are
also devoted to improving the community.
This funding is important...because it will
lead by example and hopefully spur similar
improvements,” he said.
Preston said the grant was awarded
through the Pennsylvania Energy
Development Authority. PEDA is an
independent financing authority that
was first established in 1982 to promote
and provide financial assistance for the
development and deployment of alternative
and clean energy systems in Pennsylvania.

Upcoming meetings
10/4 (Mon.)

7 p.m.

Wilkinsburg Planning Commission

10/6 (Wed.)

7 p.m.

Wilkinsburg Borough Council planning session

10/14 (Thurs.)

6:30 p.m. Wikinsburg Redevelopment Authority

10/20 (Wed.)

5:30 p.m. Public Safetey Committee

10/20 (Wed.

7 p.m.

10/21 (Thurs.)

9:30 A .m. Finance Committee

10/27 (Wed.)

6 p. m.

Capital Planning Committee

11/3 (Wed.)

7 p.m.

Wilkinsburg Borough Council planning session

11/1 (Mon.)

7 p.m.

Wilkinsburg planning commission

Wilkinsburg Borough Council legislative session

All meetings will take place in the Wilkinsburg Borough Building, 605 Ross Avenue.

Important Numbers
Mayor’s Office		
Police Emergency		
Berkheimer
(412) 224-2920
911
Tax Administrator
(866) 227-4716
Borough Manager 		
Police Non-Emergency		
(412) 244-2900 ext 101
(412) 473-3056
Adult Library
(412) 244-2940
Borough Receptionist 		
Police Hotline (Complaint line)
(412) 244-2900 ext 101
(412) 244-4300
Children’s Library
(412) 244-2944
Finance Dept. 		
Police Chief		
(412) 244-2948
(412) 244-2915
Eastridge Library
(412) 342-0056
Code Enforcement 		
Fire Emergency		
(412) 244-2923
911
Weed and Seed
(412) 244-0643
Public Works Dept. 		
Fire Chief		
(412) 244-2934
(412) 244-2931
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DEVELOPMENT NEWS

Wilkinsburg
Community Invited to Mural Dedication - Tuesday, October 12, 4-7 pm

Event Calendar
October

……………………………..…….………..

Thursday 10/7

Business District Safety Meeting
8:30am -10:00am
WCDC Office—1001 Wood Street

Tuesday 10/12

Sprout Fund Mural Dedication
4:00pm—7:00pm

Penn Ave. Parklet

Thursday 10/28
Mural Artist Brian Holderman sketches his new mural design.

A dedication of the new mural at 745 Penn Avenue will be held from 4 to 7 p.m. on
Tuesday, October 12. The community is invited to join the celebration at the Penn Ave.
Parklet.
The mural is part of the Wilkinsburg Community Development Corporation’s
Public Art Program to preserve, restore and enhance the Borough’s appearance through
artistic expression. Artist Brian Holderman has revisited the mural he first created for the
Wilkinsburg and the Sprout Fund in 2003. The new design will fill the entire wall.
Holderman is a graphic artist who has been working in the city for more than 10 years.
He also makes and exhibits paintings throughout the United States. Although the mural
has yet to be named, Holderman has been referring to it as “the forest,” because of its
green theme.

WCDC Design Committee
6:00pm—7:30pm
WCDC Office—1001 Wood St

Saturday 10/30

WCDC Board Meeting
9am -12pm
Wilkinsburg School Admin. Building
718 Wallace Avenue

You can help to revitalize
Wilkinsburg by sending a
tax-deductible contribution to:

WCDC
1001 Wood St.
Wilkinsburg, PA 15221

Lazae Laspina, who serves on the WCDC design committee, nurtured the mural project.
"Given its prominent location on Penn Avenue,” said Laspina, “the completed mural has
the potential to become a public art 'anchor tenant'. My hope is that it will be received
positively by the community and help pave the way for other types of public art in the
borough, extending beyond murals."
Revitalization and expansion of the mural was made possible by a grant from the Sprout
Fund, whose Public Art program has developed more than 50 enduring works of art by
local artists in neighborhoods in Pittsburgh and the surrounding communities of Allegheny
County.
"The Sprout Public Art process is very concerned with community input,” noted Laspina.
“This was something important to me, but the challenge with that approach is making sure
the final artwork doesn't suffer from too many opinions. I think Brian did a wonderful job
of distilling feedback from Wilkinsburg residents and business owners into an engaging
visual. I'm excited to see the finished mural and believe it will be a beautiful addition to
the parklet."
Join us as we thank Brian, Lazae and the Sprout Fund with live music by Wilkinsburg’s
own “Jimmy Sapienza’s Five Guys Named Moe”, and light refreshments.
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www.wilkinsburgcdc.org

Wilkinsburg School District
www.wilkinsburgschools.org

District Partners with Dr. Calvin Mackie and Milton Creagh

Dr. Calvin Mackie addresses District teachers during his visit last month.

On August 23, the Wilkinsburg School
District welcomed back award-winning
mentor and author Dr. Calvin Mackie,
along with world-renowned motivational
speaker Milton Creagh, who gave separate
presentations to District teachers and
parents. They were joined by former New
Orleans school teachers, Melba Venison,
Ph.D., and Katie Rovaris, M. Ed.
The District has forged a partnership
with both Mackie and Creagh, who will
participate in a year-long speaker series
for all members of the District community.
Over the course of the current school year,
they will visit the District periodically to
deliver their powerful message to students,
teachers, and parents. The speaker
series is part of the District’s renewed
efforts to educate the “whole child,” by
engaging all members of the greater
community. Mackie and Creagh’s most
recent visit focused on increasing teacher
effectiveness and maximizing parental
involvement in students’ academic and
personal success. They last spoke to
District teachers and parents in May.
Mackie and Creagh’s involvement
with the District will also include visits to
individual buildings to meet with principals
and observe classroom instruction.
They will then make recommendations
on strategies to further enhance the
educational experience of students.
Dr. Calvin Mackie, a native of New
Orleans, La, is an award-winning mentor,

motivational speaker, and successful
entrepreneur. Dr. Mackie has authored
several scholarly journals, along with the
motivational book, A View from the Roof:

Lessons for Life and Business. Dr. Mackie
was also featured prominently in Spike
Lee’s Hurricane Katrina documentaries,
When the Levees Broke and If God is
Willing and Da Creek Don’t Rise.
Milton Creagh is one of the most
highly demanded speakers for teens in
America. Best known for his hard-hitting,
inspirational talks to students, Mr. Creagh
speaks to more than 200,000 young adults
annually, and has spoken in 49 states, as
well as Canada, South America, Central
America, the Caribbean and Africa.
“We recognize that meaningful change
within our district will be the result of a
community-wide effort,” said Wilkinsburg
Superintendent Archie D. Perrin, Jr. “I firmly
believe that Dr. Mackie and Mr. Creagh
are people who can inspire every member
of our school district community to work
together for the success of our students.”

WSD Continues Participation in Operation Backpack
For the seventh year in a row, every
student K-6 at Johnston, Kelly, and Turner
elementary schools received backpacks and
school supplies donated by the
Covenant Church of Pittsburgh,
as part of “Operation Backpack.”
“Our goal is to ease the
financial burden of our parents
that comes with back-to-school
shopping,” said Superintendent
Archie D. Perrin, Jr. “By assisting
parents in this way, we can work
together to ensure that all of our
students are well-equipped for
academic success in the new
school year.”
Members of the Covenant
Church of Pittsburgh find their
partnership with the District to
be equally rewarding. “What
better way to give back to our
community than by investing in a
child’s education?” said Denise
Graves, a pastor and worship
leader at the church.
The District hopes that the
supplies will empower students

and parents to continue the learning process
at home, by incorporating more reading and
study time into their evening routines.

Volunteers from Covenant Church of Pittsburgh hand out
backpacks at Kelly Elementary.
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GROAT, continued from page 1
place Pittsburgh Pirates made Dick Groat
a bonus player, allowing him to bypass the
minor leagues and play directly for Pirates
in late June through the end of the season.
How he was able to juggle playing
for the Pistons before graduation was
truly astounding. In his final semester at
Duke, he played in Pistons games on nonclass days and most weekends. Because
of his limited availability he wasn’t able
to practice with the team; even so, he
averaged 12 points in the 30 or so games
he played.
Opponents took notice. Here was a kid
playing competitively as a part-timer against
veteran players while balancing the demands
of school and travel. Groat seemed destined
for bigger things in the NBA.
And then he left basketball for good.
According to an interview he gave the
Christian Science Monitor in June 1952,
“In the long run, I’ll be better off sticking
to baseball. I’m glad for a chance to come
right up to the majors from college.” The
writer considered Groat a good fielder but
“showing a rookie’s anxiety at the plate.”
He got over that “anxiety” and went
on to become a recognizable name as a
shortstop for the Pirates. His career stats

reside in the major league baseball books:
8-time All-Star selection, 2-time World Series
Champion (1960, 1964), Lou Gehrig Memorial
Award recipient (1960), a career batting
average of .286, and 2,138 career hits.
Fifty years ago, Groat was awarded
the National League MVP while batting
a league-high .325 average. The 5’11’,
180-pounder anchored the left side of
the Pirates infield while Bill Mazeroski
secured the right. Through stellar defense
and timely hitting they helped deliver a
championship to Pittsburgh.
His baseball career continued with
the St Louis Cardinals, Philadelphia Phillies
and ended with the San Francisco Giants
in 1967.
In 2004, he told the Duke newspaper
Blue Devil Weekly, “I consider myself a
retired basketball player.” Groat continued
to say that “baseball did everything for
me,” but that he considers himself a
basketball player first.
The legendary coach Red Auerbach
later looked back over Groat’s career— “He
was a lot better basketball player.” This is
high praise coming from a coach who won
nine-championships with the Boston Celtics.
Today the multi-talented Groat is
still courtside, as the radio analyst for

A Parish Nurse Intervention
Model for Single Mothers
We are looking for African-American single mothers
ages 21 to 45 years, with children 8 to 12 years of age
to participate in a study looking at how Parish Nurse
can help reduce stress, anxiety and depressive symptoms experienced in
parenting children and a focus group on what you see as your parenting needs
and resources. Compensation is $50 - $100.
If you are interested in this study, please contact Dr. Doswell at the University
of Pittsburgh for more information 412-624-8977
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the University of Pittsburgh’s men’s
basketball team. It seems he really can’t
get basketball out of his blood. Basketball
served as a bookends of his life, with
baseball sandwiched in between.
The author, Thomas Clark, is a freelance writer
living in Hohokus, NJ, and writes about sports
and local history.

History of Telephones at Next
Historical Society
Dr. Jon Finder, who has a longstanding hobby and interest in old
phones, will lecture on Monday, Oct. 18,
on “Old Phones,” including a show-andtell of antique and vintage telephones.
Participants are encouraged to bring their
old phones for evaluation and discussion.
Dr. Finder will speak at 7:30 pm in the
Wesley Room of the South Avenue United
Methodist Church. The public is welcome
and should use the left rear entrance, which
faces Ross Avenue. Refreshments will be
served. For more information, call Joel at
412-244-2941.
The Wilkinsburg Historical Society
meets on the third Monday of the month,
March through November, at 7:30 p.m.

Office Space for Rent
Rates starting
at $7/sq. ft!

2,396 sq. ft
2,124 sq. ft
1,830 sq. ft
396 sq. ft
330 sq. ft

1717 Penn Avenue | Less than ½ mile from
Greensburg Pike
Call Today!

412.242.5390

WCM Awarded $5,000 Grant
Wilkinsburg Community Ministry has been awarded a $5,000
grant from the Meals on Wheels Association of America (MOWAA)
and the Bank of America Charitable Foundation.
The grant will be used to add extra meals to delivery service
so that seniors will have meals for Saturday and Sunday, allowing
the WCM to add approximately 1,440 meals to the approximately
16,000 meals it delivers annually to Wilkinsburg seniors.
The Wilkinsburg Meals on Wheels needs volunteers. Those
interested in helping with this vital service should call WCM at 412241-8072, e-mail volunteers@wcm15221.org, or visit http://www.
wcm15221.org.

Join us at ELPC – A Congregation
Deeply Engaged in God’s World.

Fully inclusive. Deliberately diverse.

Greater Wilkinsburg
Chamber of Commerce
www.wilkinsburgchamber.com
412.252.0234

Chamber Meeting Schedule
The Greater Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce (GWCOC)
holds board meetings on the third Thursday of every month at 8
a.m.
Meetings are open to chamber members and are held at
the Wilkinsburg Borough building. To receive more information
about GWCOC or to sign up for upcoming events please visit
wilkinsburgchamber.com or call 412-242-0234.

Fall “Business After Hours”
Members of the Greater Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce
are invited to fall “Business after Hours” on Sept. 30 from 5:30–7
p.m. to meet and share ideas with fellow chamber members.
Light refreshments will be served. The host for the meeting is
Nine Mile Run Association at 702 South Trenton Avenue.

Fresh • Locally Grown

Fall Worship Schedule:
Sundays
Sanctuary Worship ............ 11:00 a.m.
Journey Worship ............... 8:45 a.m.
Good Samaritan ................ 8:00 a.m.
Wednesdays
Taizé Service ..................... 7:00 p.m.

116 S. Highland Avenue, Pittsburgh
(412) 441-3800 www.cathedralofhope.org

Don’t miss the

Wilkinsburg Farmers Market
every Thursday
through November 18
3–6 p.m. in the Ross Avenue Parking Lot
www.wilkinsburgsun.com 7

THREE RIVERS CENTER FOR INDEPENDENT LIVING
Celebrating 30 Years of Empowerment
900 Rebecca Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15221-2938
(412) 371-7700 • (800) 633-4588 Toll Free in PA
(412) 371-6230 TTY • (412) 371-9430 Fax
www.trcil.org

A dvertise in the Wilkinsburg Sun
412-818-0333

With satellite offices in Erie, Greensburg, Washington and New Castle
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