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Loan fraud: 
don’t be a 
victim 
By Randi Lowe

ign here. now here. and here.”
who hasn’t heard this when buy-

ing a house? you didn’t have time to 
read the documents or you relied on 
the mortgage broker to tell you what 

they said. Maybe you didn’t understand what 
was in the documents. what you do know 
is you have a home and a payment you can 
afford. you trust your mortgage broker has 
done the right thing and you feel great be-
cause it was relatively easy to get your mort-
gage.

Two years pass. you make all your pay-
ments on time and are living the american 
dream of home ownership. Then one day 
you open your mortgage statement and dis-
cover your payment has increased…a lot.

you call your mortgage company and the 
person on the phone says you have an ad-
justable rate mortgage and your interest rate 
has gone up 3 percent. The person explains 
that your mortgage will now be reviewed ev-
ery six months and it could go up each time. 
The person tells you to read your mortgage 
note and your paperwork from two years ago 
as it “is all in there.”

you hang up the phone and search for the 
mortgage papers you put away two years 
ago. you sit down at your table and are 
shocked to discover that your mortgage pay-
ment can go up even higher. The more you 
read, the more your heart sinks. 

“How am i going to afford this?”
determined to get back to the payment 

continued on page 2

Community days It’s getting cooler, the leaves are falling, 
but we can carry a little bit of summer around for the chill. Wilkinsburg  Community 
Days was another success this year, thanks to the hard work and contributions of many 
members of the community. 

Community Days was sponsored by the Wilkinsburg Community Development 
Corporation, Promotions Committee. Special thanks go out to the Mulberry Senior 
Center for  providing a wonderful lunch and entertainment for the seniors. Also thanks 
to everyone who came out to take part, to spin the wheel, get their faces painted and 
check out the entertainment.  

Thanks to all the great vendors, many from the Wilkinsburg community, who do-
nated prizes for the raffles.  The Health Fair on Thursday was an excellent way to gather 
information about preventative health. Of course, the second annual Wilkinsburg Idol 
was a hit! There were  so many contestants that we opened it up to all ages.  Everyone 
was tremendously talented.  

Hope to see you next year. 
Meanwhile, coming up on the horizon onNovember 31is the Holiday Parade. See the 

next issue of the Sun for more details. 

ALLEGHENY AND CHESAPEAKE health fair participants at Wilkinsburg Community Days.
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you have had for two years, you call another 
broker to ask about refinancing your current 
mortgage into a fixed rate loan. The mort-
gage broker takes your information and calls 
back with information. The broker explains 
that your home hasn’t appreciated in value 
and that your loan balance is too high and 
they cannot refinance you at this time. you 
discover the amount of your current mort-
gage is higher that the value of your home.

at the Pittsburgh community Reinvestment 
Group (PcRG), we hear this story over and 
over. Unfortunately, it is very difficult to undo 
this  damage once it has been done. you 
may have some recourse if there are indica-
tions of deliberate fraud or “bait and switch” 
schemes. Some mortgage lenders are will-
ing to do what is called a loan modification 
or work out agreement once you have gotten 
into trouble (missing mortgage payments or 
making partial payments). Sometimes, that 
is not enough to prevent personal financial 
disaster and foreclosure on your home.

How can you prevent this from happening 
to you? first, ask  yourself if you really need 
this loan, especially if you are considering re-
financing. Have you looked at other alterna-
tives to pay down credit card debt or your car 
loan besides borrowing against your home? 

Have all paperwork sent to you prior to 
your closing and have it reviewed by a law-
yer, housing counselor, family member or 
trusted friend. Mark all changes on the pa-
perwork, initial and date them and return the 
paperwork to your mortgage broker to be 
revised in time for your closing. during your 
closing, review the paperwork and make 
sure your changes have been incorporated 
into the documents you are signing. Have the 
mortgage broker point out the page where 
it states the terms of your loan. never sign 
blank documents or let someone tell you that 
they will fill the blanks in later.

your closing is not complete until you have 
copies of everything you have signed. do 
not leave until you are handed these copies. 
Make sure you have a copy of every docu-
ment you signed.

Bottom line, if something seems too good 
to be true, it usually is. Save yourself heart-
ache, stress, sleepless nights and thousands 
of dollars in fees and charges by following 
this advice. PcRG is a non-profit organiza-
tion helping individuals understand the types 
of mortgage products best suited for them. 
for more information or if you have questions 
visit our website at http://www.pcrg.org and 
download our “Tips for Buying a Mortgage” 
and other materials to help educate you on 
the mortgage process or call us toll free at 
866-907-2285 and ask us to mail you this in-
formation. 

Be sure to take notes at the closing, and ask 
these questions:

How much money am i borrowing?

what kind of mortgage am i getting? if you 
are getting anything other than a fixed rate 
mortgage, have them explain how the loan 
works.

what is the interest rate?

will the interest rate go up? if so, how much, 
how often and how does it change your 
monthly payment?

is there PMi insurance required? if so, how 
much and for how long?

what is my monthly payment?

does my monthly payment include taxes, in-
surance, PMi and any other fees? if not, ask 
for an estimate of how much those additional 
payments will cost per month.

How much is the broker getting in fees? what 
percentage of the whole mortgage does that 
come to?

Randi Lowe is a client services manager with 
Pittsburgh Community Reinvestment Group, 
a nonprofit consortium of community-based 
organizations representing low- and moder-
ate-income neighborhoods in Pittsburgh.  

before you sign

Loan Fraud from page 1

Advertise  
with us!

Call  
Antoinette “Toni” Watkins

412-576-4292
email: adsales@wilkinsburgsun.com

See page 10 for information on attending a free mortgage workshop

Be part of the Sun! Submit articles and calendar events to:  
editor@wilkinsburgsun.com, or by a mail, P.O. Box 86064, Wilkinsburg, PA 15221
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Borough Meetings
Wilkinsburg Borough Council

Mayor John Thompson 
412.244.2920 

mayorjt@choiceonemail.com

1st Ward
blackridge

turner school

hunter park area

Barbara Ervin
Chair, Public Property Committee

412.244.4939 ext. 314

Eugenia Moore
Council President

412.371.5337

Sandra Roberts
Representative to  

the Council of Governments
412.361.3692

sroberts@pahouse.net

2nd Ward
beacon hill

princeton park 
johnston school area

Jason Cohn
Council Vice President, and
Chair, Finance Committee

412.241.4536
jscene@gmail.com

Beverly McCoy
Chair, Parks, Recreation and the Arts

412.241.6783
bam3759@aol.com

Barbara Nicholas
412.638.3390

barbnicholas@comcast.net

3rd Ward
high school

kelly school

regent square area

Patricia Baker
Chair, Personnel Committee

412.731.0722

Denise Edwards
412.241.4195 

dwinebr696@aol.com

Tracey Evans
412.244.9588

ct.evans@verizon.net

wilkinsburg borough

trAsh PiCKuP reMiNder Please don’t put your trash out for pickup 
until  at least 6 p.m. on the evening before the scheduled pick up.

Refuse containers must be smaller than 35 gallons.

The Wilkinsburg Municipal 
Authority and  the Wilkinsburg 
Borough Commercial  Industrial 
Development Authority meets oct. 
18 at 6 p.m. at the Borough Building. 

wiLkinSBURG coMMUniTy 
deVeLoPMenT coRPoRaTion

MAiN street  
CoMMittee sChedule
Organization Committee 
october 11. 10-11 a.m., 774 
Penn avenue. contact Jay 
Blackford at 412-731-0416 or jay@
cateredelegance.net.

Economic Restructuring 
Committee
october 6, 6 p.m., western 
Pennsylvania School for the deaf, 
300 e. Swissvale avenue, contact 
Joel Segel at 412-3506338 or joel.
segel@county.allegheny.pa.us.

Promotion Committee 
6:30 p.m. at the borough building, 
october 24, november 11, 
november 29 and december 4. 
contact Mayor John Thompson, 
mayorjt@choiceonemail.com.  
412-244-2900.

Steering Committee 

october 3, october 17, october 
31, november 14, november 28 
and december 12 at 11 a.m.-12:30 
at Pnc Bank, Penn and wood 
streets. contact Tracey evans at 
412-401-4666 or ct.evans@verizon.
net

Design Committee 
october 3, 6:30 p.m. at the borough 
building.

The wilkinsburg weed & Seed aid 
Team (Steering committee) meets 
the third Monday of the month at 
6 p.m. at Hosanna House in the 
second floor dining room. The next 
two meetings are october 15 and 
november 12. These meetings 
are open to anyone. for more 
information, contact LeRoy Hicks 
at 412-342-1328. The wilkinsburg 
weed & Seed Housing committee 
meets on the second Tuesday of 
the month, also at Hosanna House 
at 6 p.m. in the second floor dining 
room. for more information, call 
412-350-6338.

fall is budget time in wilkinsburg, and the borough council has set a  
schedule of work sessions to review the proposed 2008 budget. all  
meetings will be held in council chambers in the Borough Building and  
are open to the public.
 october 9 - 6 p.m. - finance meeting
 october 24 - 7 p.m. - work session
 november 1 - 7 p.m. - work session
 november 7 - Proposed 2008 budget will be introduced at the council    
 planning meeting
 december 19 - final adoption of 2008 budget and 2008 at the council  
 legislative meeting



BIKES AND KIDS The children are fascinated by the motorcycles which were part of the 
Mayor’s Bikers bash.
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Clockwise: BIKES AND KIDS 
The children are fascinated by 

the motorcycles which were 
part of the mayor’s Bikers bash.

SENIorS ENjoYING THE 
DAY Senior citizens from the 
Mulberry Senior Community 

center participating in the 
events of the day.

Spinning the WAMo prize 
wheel.

KIDS LINE DANCING to the 
music. 

MAYor AND WAMo 
Mayor john Thompson, right,  

with WAMo personalities

Wilkin
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wilkinsburg school district

OCTOBER/NOvEMBER EvENTS

vARSITy FOOTBAll
oct. 5 (a 7:30) vs. Leechburg
oct. 13 (H 1:30) vs. clairton 
oct. 20 (a 1:30) vs. apollo-Ridge

Jv FOOTBAll 
oct. 1 (a 3:30) vs. South Side Beaver
oct. 8 a 3:30) vs. Riverview
oct. 15 (a 3:30) vs. clairton 
oct. 31 (aH 3:30) vs. apollo-Ridge

OCT. 23  AND NOv. 20 —SChOOl 
BOARD lEgISlATIvE MEETINgS 
7 p.m. at the administration Building,  
718 wallace ave.

ThERE WIll BE NO SChOOl ON OCT. 8, NOv. 5—ClERICAl DAy 
AND NOv. 6—PARENT-TEAChER CONFERENCES

PSo Celebrates Five 
Years in Wilkinsburg! 

Mark your calendars for May 22, 2008, 
when the Pittsburgh Symphony 

Orchestra returns to Wilkinsburg High 
School to celebrate the fifth Wilkinsburg/
PSO Community Engagement Concert. 

Since 2004, four previous Community 
Engagement Concerts have raised more 
than $45,000 for instrumental programs 
in the district. The funds raised through 
this program have allowed the district to 
buy new instruments and repair instru-
ments for the Secondary Band program 
and to start a new Elementary Band 
program. In addition to buying instru-
ments and books, the district has hired a 
part-time Elementary Band instructor. 

In 2006, the PSO was awarded a Bank 
of America Award for Excellence in 
Orchestra Education for their work with 
Wilkinsburg. While the Community 
Engagement Concert is the centerpiece of 
the program, the PSO’s outreach program 
in Wilkinsburg also includes “Unlock-
ing the Classics,” a free program held at 
the Wilkinsburg Public Library, as well as 
providing opportunities for students and 
families to attend concerts at Heinz Hall. 
You can read the American Symphony 
League’s full report at www.symphony.org. 

If you would like to get involved with 
the planning of this program, please con-
tact Maria Lauro at (412) 871-2125. We 
welcome all interested members of the 
community. 

What keeps going up in 
Wilkinsburg? Public school 
student achievement!

The wilkinsburg School district has achieved adequate yearly Progress,” (ayP) as mea-
sured by the federal “no child Left Behind” law, for the second consecutive year.  a de-
tailed district “report card” will be available at www.paayp.com as of october 29, 2007. 

“only seven years ago, the district was placed on the empowerment list, which designated 
us as one of the lowest performing districts in the commonwealth,” says Superintendent archie 
d. Perrin. “now, thanks to the hard work of all our students, teachers and administrators, we are 
well on our way to becoming a model urban district that school districts across Pennsylvania, and 
the nation, can look to as they work to improve their schools.” wilkinsburg’s greatest successes 
have been at the elementary level, with students’ overall proficiency rate in reading up nearly 
eight percentage points and up in math by six percentage points. Most dramatically, math profi-
ciency rates at Turner have gone up 13 points and at Johnston have gone up 10 points.   kelly el-
ementary School achieved its third consecutive year of “ayP.” district wide, students in grades 

Pictured are Verron Hayes, Cedrick Wilson, Chris Burkholder (Costco), Denise Graves 
(CCoP), ryan Clark, WSD Superintendent Archie Perrin, and Charlie Batch.

Turner Students welcomed back to school by 
Pittsburgh Steelers

Turner Elementary School students received a special surprise on the first day of 
school, when Steelers Charlie Batch, Ryan Clark, Verron Hayes and Cedrick 
Wilson passed out backpacks filled with school supplies generously donated by 

the Covenant Church of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh Youth Partnership, LSI Corportaion, 
Geno Levi Spirit of Style Salon, and Costco, in partnership with Communities in 
Schools. Thank you also to the Best of the Batch Foundation. Every kindergarten 
through sixth grade student in the district received a backpack. 

continued on page 6
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3-5 had a math proficiency rate that exceeded the absolute targets set 
by “no child Left Behind.” “while it is important for us to celebrate our 
successes, we must keep in mind that we still have a long way to go 
before reaching our ultimate goal: Proficiency for all students,” says 
Superintendent Perrin. in 2007-2008, the bar will be raised as the target 
proficiency rates are increased to 63 percent in reading and 54 percent 
in math. “There is much work still to be done, but the goal is in our sights.”  
 Some of the programs that have had an impact on wilkinsburg’s 
success are: 

ClASSROOMS FOR ThE FuTuRE
Last September, Gov. ed Rendell visited wilkinsburg High School 
to announce “classrooms for the future,” an initiative that brings 
laptop computers, electronic white boards and other technologi-
cal advances into high school classrooms. currently used in eng-
lish and social studies classrooms in the high school, and soon 
to be added in the math and science departments, this new tech-
nology allows teachers and students to explore resources from 
around the globe. 

“I CAN lEARN” MATh lAB
“i can Learn” is a respected math program for seventh- and 
eighth-grade students that is widely used throughout the country, 
but is only used by one other district in Pennsylvania. By using a 
self-paced computer program, tied to Pennsylvania’s state stan-
dards for mathematics, students receive highly focused instruc-
tion that allows all students, from struggling to advanced and in 
between, to work at their highest level. 

4SIghT ASSESSMENTS
Students are given quarterly assessments to measure their prog-
ress in the state standards for reading and math. Test results are 
entered into a sophisticated system that measures growth in sev-
eral different ways. Students who are falling behind receive spe-
cial attention, including tutoring. But students who are doing well 
also receive special attention: Targeted instruction that ensures 
they are working to their highest potential. 

AFTER-SChOOl & SuMMER SChOOl PROgRAMS
Students in kindergarten through 12th grade participate in aca-
demic tutoring after school and during the summer that features 
small teacher-to-student ratios and evidenced-based instruction 
that reinforces regular school day learning. 

aChievemenT from page 5

DO YOU HAVE AN ITEM FOR THE 
CALENDAR? Send it to; editor@wilkinsburg-
sun.com or mail to: Wilkinsburg Sun,  
PO Box 86064, Wilkinsburg, PA 15221.  
Please submit 4 weeks before publication. 

Get a free lunch on the last Sunday of 

each month, following the church’s  

11 a.m. worship service. 

If you’re up earlier, get a free breakfast 

the same day at 8 a.m.,  

prior to the 9 a.m. service.

Call Antoinette “Toni” Watkins to advertise

412-576-4292
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ROTARy ElECTION DAy 
SPAghETTI DINNER The 
wilkinsburg Rotary is hosting its 
annual election day Spaghetti 
dinner, tuesday, November 6 at 
the South avenue United Methodist 
church, 733 South avenue, from 
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. eat-in or take out, 
$7. Group orders will be delivered. 
call 412-371-7421 for advance 
orders.  
Proceeds benefit the wilkinsburg 
Boys and Girls club, wilkinsburg 
community Ministries, and the 
Mission outreach of South avenue 
women’s Ministries. 

election day is about more than 
pasta, though. See page 10 for how 
to register to vote, how to find your 
polling place, and other election-
related information. 

BlESSINg OF PETS saturday, 
october 6, 2007, 10 a.m. at South 
avenue United Methodist church, 
733 South avenue, wilkinsburg. 
Pets must be leashed or caged. 

JoBS noT JaiL  

The community empowerment 
association is sponsoring the all 
Guns down/Jobs not Jail  cam-
paign. kicking off the campaing is 
a series of events planned for the 
weekend of october 5-7. Starting 
off with a midnight 3-on-3 basket-
ball tournament at the Homewood 
yMca, the weekend will also 
include the third annual Ride for 
Peace rally, a motorcycle ride from 
the north Side to Homewood, and 
a bike and car show competition on 
Sunday in Homewood, from 2 p.m. 
to 9 p.m. To learn more about the 
basketball tournament and the bike 
and car show, call 412-371-3689, 
ext. 20, and for more information 
about the motorcycle rally, call 412-
537-1811, or e-mail cjones@team-
neva.com. 

REDD uP REBECCA The Redd Up 
wilkinsburg committee is having 
a cleanup on saturday, october 
13, 2007 on Rebecca avenue. 
Registration is from 9:30 to 10 a.m. 
in front of St. James School, and we 
will be picking up trash from 10 a.m. 
until noon. everyone is encouraged 
to join us. for more information, call 
412 243-3785.

ProJeCT STar at 
The children’s institute hosts a 
free adoption, foster care and 
respite care orientation meeting 

on Monday, october 8, and 
Monday, November 12, at its 
Pittsburgh office, 467 South Trenton 
avenue. The meeting runs from 6:30 
to 8:30 p.m. To RSVP and receive 
a free information packet, please 
contact Lucinda wiebe, family 
recruiter, at 412-244-3048, or by 
e-mail at lwe@the-institute.org

FaLL in! 
western Pennsylvania School for 
the deaf’s fall-in auction & Gala 
will take place on october 20, 
2007  from 6:30  to 9:30 p.m. at the 
Senator John Heinz History center. 
fall-in 2007 supports the school’s 
foreign exchange program, which 
provides students with a unique 
educational and social oppor-
tunity to learn a new language, 
travel abroad, meet new people and 
immerse themselves in another cul-
ture. This year’s partner is the Royal 
institute for deaf and Blind children 
in Sydney, australia. in november, 
13 students from the institute will 
visit here, and in March, 13 wPSd 
students will journey to Sydney. 
The School for the deaf is exploring 
partnerships with schools in Brazil, 
the netherlands and the United 
kingdom. 
event sponsors and donors will 
receive visibility to hundreds of 
influential patrons on our fall-in 
website and in the event program. 
and of course, your donation is tax 
deductible. 
anyone  interested in attending 
or donating items can contact the  
fall-in office at 412-244-4207. 

Who says there’s no such thing 
as a free lunch? at South avenue 
United Methodist church, 733 
South avenue, you can get a free 
lunch on the last Sunday of each 
month, following the church’s 11 
a.m. worship service. if you’re up 
earlier, you can get a free breakfast 
the same day at 8 a.m., prior to the 
9 a.m. service.
The church would also like to invite 
you to “God and gods in Popular 
culture,” a humorous and critical 
look at our culture, its idolatry and 
its faith elements. The play will be 
performed at the church, 733 South 
avenue, on saturday, october 
20, at 7:30 p.m., and on Sunday, 
october 21, at 2 p.m. Tickets are $5 
for adults and $3 for students and 
children. for more information, or to 
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YOUR AD COULD BE HERE
Call  

Antoinette “Toni” Watkins

412-576-4292
email: adsales@wilkinsburgsun.com

$5 OFF ANY JEWELRY REPAIR SERVICES 
OF $20 OR MORE

Present this coupon at Kenyon Jewelers
Expires October 31, 2007

Kenyon Jewelry Repair 
711 Penn Avenue • Wilkinsburg, PA 15221 

412.731.6063

1-hour & 24-hour service on many types of repairs! 

Expires October 31, 2007

• Licensed Professional Stylists Needed •

THANkS for the Wilkinsburg Sun; its a novel idea and informative. It’s nice to read that 
Wilkinsburg is developing ideas for improving the borough and that positive changes in 
the borough personnel are taking place. I’ve been a resident of Wilkinsburg for the past sev-
en years and it is frequently the office joke in many conversations held by my co-workers. 
Now I can finally hold my head high and brag about the wonderful things happening in 
this borough. keep up the good work!

                 charlene w. christmas

letter to the editor

FArMErS’ MArKET Despite what the calendar may say, it’s still summer as long as we 
honor it in our hearts, and as long as we can walk among the tables at the Wilkinsburg Farmers’ 
Market. So that means summer lasts way into next month, at least on Thursdays from 3:30 to 
6:30 P.m., in the parking lot between Penn and South Avenues. 
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Western Pennsylvania  
school for the Deaf

412.371.7000

www.wpsd.org

School for the deaf gets 
security upgrade
By Vickie cHeRney

Anyone who drives past or enters the Western Pennsylvania 
School for the Deaf campus can see the security measures 
that are being built and are close to completion. 

  This increase in security is not in response to activities in the neigh-
boring communities, but in response to a changing world. It’s a sad  
commentary when a school needs to build walls, but the security of 
our students is one of our first priorities. 
  A guard will be on duty from 6 a.m. to 8 p.m. at the Swissvale 
Avenue entrance to campus. People visiting campus must enter at 
that gate. To leave  campus, folks must use the exit near the corner 
of Swissvale and  Walnut avenues. The exit gate will be activated 
automatically when a car  approaches. Folks will not be able to enter 
campus at that gate.
   The School Street entrance to campus will be closed from 12:30 
a.m. to  4:30 a.m. 
  WPSD is proud of our students and our campus.  We still welcome 
our neighbors to visit, but now we ask that you call first.

AllEghENy COuNTy hEAlTh DEPARTMENT/WIC 
PROGRAM of WILKINSBURG

The allegheny county Health department/wic 
Program (acHd/wic) of wilkinsburg is located on 
the second floor of the Hosanna House, 807 wallace 
avenue. acHd/wic provides nutrition education 
and supplemental foods to pregnant, breastfeeding, 
and post-partum women, and to infants and children 
up to 5 years old. wic provides milk, cheese, cereal, 
infant formula, and more to more than 1,800 partici-
pants in the wilkinsburg office. 
The income guidelines to qualify for wic are quite gen-
erous; a family of three, for example, can earn up to 
$2,648 per month or $31,765 per year and still be eli-
gible for benefits. for more information about the wic 
program, can 412-350-5801 or go to the health depart-
ment’s web site, www.achd.net/wic.

THE NEIGHBORHOOD  YOUTH  
OUTREACH PROGRAM

600 PITT STREET 
WILKINSBURG, PA 15221 

412-327-2853

Call for more information
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Free WorKShoP
“DON’T BORROW TROuBlE”: hOW TO FIND ThE 
RIghT MORTgAgE FOR yOu

Hosted by: Pittsburgh Housing development association, inc. 
a public education campaign aimed at protecting homeownership 

in allegheny county presented by the Pittsburgh community Rein-
vestment Group (PcRG) in partnership with allegheny county eco-
nomic development division. Second in a two-part series

This presentation leads you through basic questions to ask before 
buying a mortgage such as: How much money am i borrowing: what 
kind of mortgage am i getting? 

you should attend this program if you are purchasing a home, re-
financing or have purchased a home with an adjustable rate mort-
gage.

PcRG is a nonprofit organization with a history of keeping families 
in their homes and out of foreclosure. Since 1988, PcRG has become 
a nationally recognized leader on issues of equitable lending and ac-
cess to credit. PcRG works in conjunction with 15 financial institu-
tions to educate consumers on the “right” type of mortgage product 
based on the individual’s financial situation.

The workshop will be held at the wilkinsburg Borough Building, 
605 Ross avenue, on Monday, october 8, 2007  at 6:15 p.m. RSVP 
requested.

get out the vote! Election Day  is 
Tuesday, November 6. Polls open at 7 a.m. and close at 8 
p.m. 

You have until Tuesday, October 9 to register to vote.  
If you are voting for the first time, or for the first time in 

a new district, you must show a photo ID, such as a driver’s 
license, a PennDOT ID card, a military ID card, passport, 
student or employee ID. Approved forms of non-photo 
ID are: a voter’s ID card issued by the voter registration 
commission; a firearm permit; or a current utility bill, bank 
statement, paycheck or government check including the 
name and address of the voter. 

You can receive an absentee ballot if you are unable to 
get to the polls because of illness or physical disability, 
or if you will be absent on election day because of duties, 
occupation or business; or if you are observing a religious 
holiday on election day. Absentee ballot applications can 
be picked up at the Allegheny County Division of Elec-
tions, Forbes Avenue and Ross Street, Downtown, or by 
calling 412-350-4520. Business hours are from 8:30 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Be sure to call early. Completed absentee ballots 
must be received in the Division of Elections no later than 
Tuesday, October 30. 

If you believe you are being denied your legal right to 
vote, each polling place is staffed with a judge of elections, 
a majority and minority clerk, and a constable. 

A Woman’s Touch Fashions
10% OFF REgulAR PRICE ClOThINg

Valid until 12-31-07

HoURS: Mon. thru Thurs., 10:30 am - 6 pm 
fri, 10:30 am - 7 pm • Sat. 10;30 am - 6:30 pm

619 Penn Avenue Wilkinsburg  412-731-1460

Men, JUnioRS, cHiLdRen, MiSSy, conSiGnMenT 
fULL Line of cLoTHinG foR THe fULL fiGURed woMan

Jewelry • ChurCh AuxiliAry & group uniformS • hAtS 
ShoeS • hoSpitAl SCrubS
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PLACE YOUR AD HERE
Call  

Antoinette “Toni” Watkins

412-576-4292
email: adsales@wilkinsburgsun.com

Wilkinsburg resident in print
If Wilkinsburg resident kathryn Miller 
Haines has her way, Rosie Winter will 
become as big a name as kinsey Millhone 
or Stephanie Plum.  

Haines’ first novel, “The War Against 
Miss Winter,” is a mystery set in New 

York during World War II. Her heroine is a 
struggling Broadway actress who works for a 
private detective to make ends meet, and finds 
herself investigating his death.   

Haines, who works as a librarian in the 
University of Pittsburgh system and also acts 
in “Mystery’s Most Wanted,” a comedic dinner 
theater troupe, started seriously reading myster-
ies a couple of years ago.

“Now that’s just about all I read,” she says. 
Favorite authors include Ruth Rendell, Max 
Allen Collins’s “True Detective” series, set 
during the same general time period as Haines’ 
World War II homefront novel, and Jacque-
line Winspear, author of the Maisie Dobbs series, 
which takes place in 1920s and ‘30s England. 

Haines tries to get in at least an hour of writing a 
day, “but it’s really whatever I can fit in. On the bus, at 
lunch, late at night at home.” 

Since the book’s release in June, Haines has been 
having fun at “meet the author” dates at libraries and 
bookstores, including the Mystery Lovers Book Store 
in Oakmont.

“It’s just been tremendous amounts of fun,” she 
says. 

The book has garnered some good press. A recent 
review in the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette had praise for 
Haines’ first effort:

“What separates ‘Miss Winter’ from other well-
plotted mysteries are the well-researched backdrop 
of New York in 1943 and the excellent writing.”

The book was published in June, and Haines 
already has a contract for the second book, which 
will be published the following June. 

“We’re hoping the series has a good long life.”  

Kathryn Miller Haines

Fall into your new home with McKinney Properties!

www.mckinneyproperties.com        
P: (412) 242-5390  
F: (412) 242-5391

BRYN MAWR APARTMENTS
100 Bryn Mawr Court  
Pittsburgh, PA 15221  

(412) 371-3935   
www.brynmawrapartments.com

BRITTANY APARTMENTS
1717 Penn Avenue      

Pittsburgh, PA 15221
(412) 243-2407    

www.brittanyapartments.com
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To advertise: e-mail adsales@wilkinsburgsun.com, or call  Toni Watkins at 412-576-4292

COURSES
Music Theory • online Theory  

online Piano lessons  

Beginning Piano • Voice  

adVanced Piano • druMs seT 

sTeel druMs • saxoPhone 

guiTar • Music arranging  

Beginning BalleT [ages 5-8]  

adVanced BalleT • african dance  

children’s acTing  

youTh acTing • adulT acTing

1111 Wood Street • Pittsburgh, PA 15221 • 412.731.6221 ext. 230 • 412.731.9 610 fax

acadeMy HoURS:  
Tuesday 5 - 8:30 pm  
Thursday 4 - 8:30 pm  
Saturday 10 - 3:30 pm

Pastor alton Merrell, director / karen Parks, Secretary

PITTSBURGH FINE & PERFORMING ARTS ACADEMY

D
o you or someone you know 
have a music, dance, or act-
ing gift that needs nurtured 
and developed? If so, Cov-
enant Church of Pittsburgh’s 
Fine Arts Academy is for 

you! We offer courses in dance, 
music, and drama for students of 
all ages. Register today!

FALL SEMESTER
JULY 24, 2007 - NOV.10, 2007

FOR ADULTS & CHILDREN

our 15-week fall semester begins Tues., 

July 24, 2007 at 5pm. classes are held 

Tuesdays, Thursdays, and saturdays. call 

412-731-6221 ext.230 to register and 

obtain tuition information.

Become a sponsor 
of the  

Wilkinsburg Sun
YOUR TAx--DEDUCTIBLE  

DONATION CAN HELP SUPPORT 
 A VITAL OUTLET FOR  
COMMUNITY NEWS.

Call 412-242-0234 
or email Toni watkins at: 

adsales@wilkinsburgsun.com

The wlkinsburg Sun 
P.o. Box 86064 

wilkinsburg, Pa 15221

New address for the Sun 
Things have been going so well 

here at the Sun that we have been 
able to move to a new, classier Post 
office box. Please address all your 

correspondence, story ideas, letters, 
complaints, large checks (just kidding) 

to wilkinsburg Sun, P.o. Box 86064, 
wilkinsburg, Pa  15221

hElP SPREAD ThE NEWS 
The wilkinsburg Sun is looking for 

businesses to be distribution points for 
our newsletter. if you are interested in 
putting this fine piece of work in your 

storefront, call antoinette “Toni” watkins 
at 412-576-4292, or e-mail adsales@

wilkinsburgsun.com 

Mt. Calvary Baptist 
ChurCh, 1511 Swissvale Avenue, 
will celebrate Pastor Melvin Haymon 
Sr.’s  37th anniversary with a banquet 

on Monday, October 15, 2007, at 6 
p.m., at The Comfort Inn, 699 Rodi 

Road, Penn Hills.  Guest preacher is 
Dr. J.V.A. Winsett, Pastor of Ebenezer 

Baptist Church, Hill District. For 
tickets or more information, call karen 

Womack,  412 242-7096 or Michael 
Sanders, 412 403-2520.


