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Evening the Odds
in the Blight Fight
In May, four internsset out with a goal
to photograph, evaluate, and recommend
a disposition for every vacant property in
Wilkinsburg. By early August, they had
completed their task. The resulting data
promises to inform the Borough’s “blight
fight” for years to come.
Working from an abandoned structure
inventory (based on a 2009 list prepared by
the Borough engineer) of some 871 vacant
properties, the interns found that 759 of
those were still vacant. Eighty-eight are
either occupied or being renovated, 23 have
been demolished, and 133 are newly vacant.
This shows that the total number of vacant
properties increased only by 22, despite a
continued soft housing market.
The interns—Vivian Fan, Danny King,
Char McCray, and Jamie Reese—evaluated
the condition of each vacant property,
noting the condition of the roof, doors,
windows, façade, porch, sidewalks, gutters
and drains, steps, railings, and vegetation.
They also noted any structural issues with
the chimney and foundation, and whether
or not the property exhibited nuisance
characteristics, such as open doors or
windows, pests, litter, graffiti, standing
water, animal waste, or evidence of drug
use.
After completing field verification,
the interns researched each property
owner using free, online public resources
including: Allegheny County assessment
data; assessment data in other counties (in
order to verify owner addresses or identify
other properties in the name of the same
owner); Allegheny County deed records;
business entity documents housed at the
continued on page 8
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Look Up, Wilkinsburg!

Can you identify these architectural elements? They are all part of buildings
in the business district in Wilkinsburg.

Wilkinsburg has an active business district with unique and historic architecture. The
interesting elements of the buildings in our town are the subjects of the next meeting of
the Wilkinsburg Historical Society.
Members of the society has put together a slide program, a tour of the business district,
to include an interactive discussion.
“Looking up in Wilkinsburg” will be the program on Monday, September 15 at 7:30
p.m. in the Wesley Room of the South Avenue United Methodist Church. (Attendees
should use the left rear Ross Avenue entrance.) The meeting is free and open to all
interested people. Light refreshments will be served too.
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Author Publishes First Full-Length Novel
Wilkinsburg High School alum and
award-nominated author, Piper Huguley,
published her first full-length novel on July
31. The Preacher’s Promise is the first book in
the “Home to Milford College” series. The
series traces the lives and loves of African
Americans who participate in the rise of
the fictitious school.
Huguley’s novella, The Lawyer’s Luck,

became a number one bestseller on the
Amazon African American Christian
fiction category list the first weekend that
it was released on July 1 of this year.
Piper Huguley is a two-time finalist
in the prestigious Golden Heart® contest,
sponsored by Romance Writers of America.
The award recognizes excellence in
unpublished romance fiction manuscripts.
For further information about
Piper Huguley’s pioneering work in
historical romance fiction, visit her blog at
hpiperhuguley.com.
Subscribe To The Sun By Email
All you have to do to ensure you
never miss another issue is go to http://
eepurl.com/v0iBP and sign up to
receive a link to each and every issue via
email just as soon as they hit the street.

P.O. Box 86064
Wilkinsburg, PA 15221
412.916.1790
Lynne Gordon, Editor
THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Jason Cohn, President
Minister Linda Kirkland-Law, Vice President
John Irwin, Treasurer
Vanessa McCarthy-Johnson, Secretary
Richard Bradford
The Wilkinsburg Sun is a free
monthly community newsletter published
by the volunteer Wilkinsburg Community
Newsletter Board, with the support of the
Wilkinsburg Borough, the Wilkinsburg
School District, the Wilkinsburg Chamber of
Commerce and the Wilkinsburg Community
Development Corporation. The Sun is
printed by Knepper Press.
Please submit all articles and calendar
events to: editor@wilkinsburgsun.com,
or by mail, P.O. Box 86064, Wilkinsburg,
PA 15221. Please submit articles 5 weeks
before publication and
calendar events 3 weeks before
publication. To advertise,
e-mail adsales@wilkinsburgsun.com,
or call 412.916.1790. The Sun accepts
submitted articles provided they are related
to Wilkinsburg and are civic-minded. The
Sun reserves the right to withhold articles
from print. Please note that The Sun does
not publish political or opinion pieces.

The Ferguson Playground at South Avenue and Center Streets is being finished this month by Sports and Recreation
Associates. The playground was begun in Jaunuary thanks to Heinz Endowments, KaBOOM, the Wilkinsburg Borough
WCDC.VPRP.Fairy,SHADYAVE_Layout
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and
over 200 hard-working community volunteers.

Sign up to receive The Sun by email at http://
eepurl.com/v0iBP and friend us on Facebook.

The Allegheny County Vacant Property Recovery Program
is working in Wilkinsburg.

Where wishes become affordable homes.
For more information visit www.wilkinsburgcdc.org/vprp
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Fill out an application today—you could be living happily ever after—tomorrow

Wilkinsburg Borough
www.wilkinsburgpa.gov

Borough News: Art in the Park, Coro, New Tax Collector and Public Comment
Potpourri [poh-poo-ree], noun
1. mixture of dried petals of roses or other
flowers with spices, kept in ajar for their fragrance.
2. any mixture, especially of unrelated objects,
subjects, etc.

You will not notice a floral scent
wafting from the pages of this month’s Sun!
What you will find below is a mixture of
seemingly unrelated subjects—even during
the “lazy, hazy, crazy days of summer”,
Borough leaders have been busy!

in August. They are the newest cohort of
Coro Fellows in Public Affairs, and they
spent the first days of their fellowship in
Wilkinsburg. The Fellows program aims
to develop the next generation of leaders
who have the passion to make a difference
in their communities. More than forty

Art in the Park
For ten weeks this summer, residents
were again treated to music, food and
community at Thursday’s “Art in the
Park” performances in the Penn Avenue
parklet. The highlight for many was the
August 14 Jazz Workshop, where the late
Harold Young was remembered for his
contributions to the Borough, including
initiating the “Art in the Park” program.
His daughter, Jaki Young, accepted
a plaque proclaiming the Borough’s
appreciation. That night also saw a visit
from the Peanutmobile (see picture on
page 6)
Coro Fellows
You may have noticed a dozen young
adults walking the streets of Wilkinsburg

Andrea Elcock with Councilwoman Marita Garrett

UPCOMING MEETINGS
9/8 (Mon.)

6:30 p.m.

Planning Commission

9/9 (Tues.)

9:30 a.m.

Library Board Meeting

9/10 (Wed.)

6 p.m.

Wilkinsburg Municipal Authority

9/17 (Wed.)

6:30 p.m.

Council Work Session

9/18 (Thurs.)

5:30 p.m.

Parks & Recreation Advisory Board

9/18 (Thurs.)

6:30 p.m.

CACDC

9/24 (Wed.)

6 p.m.

Shade Tree Committee

10/1 (Wed.)

6:30 p.m.

Council Work Session

10/2 (Thurs.)

6 p.m.

Planning Commission

10/6 (Mon.)

6:30 p.m.

Planning Commission

All meetings will take place in the Wilkinsburg Borough Building, 605 Ross Avenue.

people learned about their week-long
experience in Wilkinsburg at an August
22nd presentation highlighting “Stories of
Innovation and Collaboration” at Hosanna
House.
This immersion project was just the
start, however. Andrea Elcock, a fellow
from Murrysville, will work in Wilkinsburg
for 30 weeks over the next nine months on
a Catalytic Project. During her time in the
Borough, Andrea will spend eight weeks
each at three different sites—the WCDC,
the Borough, and Hosanna House.
New Delinquent–Tax Collector
The Borough has terminated its
agreement with Portnoff Law Associates,
and has entered into an agreement with
MBM Collections to provide this service.
Portnoff Law Associates discontinued their
acceptance of payments for delinquent
real estate tax and municipal service fees
effective August 18, 2014.
Effective immediately, delinquent
real estate tax and municipal service
fee payments are to be made to MBM
Collections, LLC. Their offices are
in Penn Hills, 3301 McCrady Road,
Pittsburgh 15235. The phone number is
412.242.4400.
Note that this change applies only to
delinquent real estate taxes and municipal
service fee payments—current real estate
and municipal service fees should continue
to be remitted to Berkheimer.
Public Comment at Council Meetings
At its August 6th meeting, Borough
Council adopted a resolution that changes
the public comment process at Council
meetings. The resolution states, “Prior to
the start of the meeting, public comment
will be received, on agenda items only,
and will be limited to five (5) minutes
per speaker. After all business has been
conducted by Council, and prior to
adjournment, public comment will be
received on any other matters, and will be
limited to five (5) minutes per speaker.
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WCDC

www.wilkinsburgcdc.org

Wilkinsburg House & Garden Tour Returns this Month
On Saturday, September 27, the WCDC
will host the Second Annual Wilkinsburg
House & Garden Tour. Last year, more
than 425 people toured six homes, several
gardens, two churches, and Wilkinsburg’s
local coffee shop. This annual event, which
benefits the WCDC’s revitalization efforts in
Wilkinsburg, showcases some of the unique
preserved, restored, and remodeled homes
that make up the Wilkinsburg community.
Over 500 attendees are expected this year.
Don’t miss it! Tickets are on sale
now at bit.ly/1pSwCYT. Wilkinsburg Sun
readers can use discount code 15221 before
September 26 to receive $2 off the advance
admission price of $15. Tickets will also be
available day-of for $18.

photo by Martha Rial

Call for Volunteers & Vendors
To ensure a successful House &
Garden Tour, the WCDC seeks volunteers

to help register and guide tour goers and
assist homeowners. Morning (9:15 a.m.12:15 p.m.) and afternoon (12-3 p.m.)
volunteer shifts are currently available. All
volunteers receive free admission to the
tour. If interested in volunteering, please
visit bit.ly/VzdGUD or contact Marlee
Gallagher, WCDC Communications
& Outreach Coordinator, at marlee@
wilkinsburgcdc.org or 412.727.7855 to
confirm your availability.
Local artists, small businesses, and
nonprofits are also welcome to participate
in the tour as vendors. Display space is
free this year; however, vendors must
provide their own table, chairs, and/or
other equipment. Vendors are required to
register in advance at bit.ly/1zU2wIY.
Learn more about the WCDC and the
Wilkinsburg House & Garden Tour at bit.
ly/1kyjGqa.

Join the WCDC for a Public Meeting

WCDC.House&GardenCITYPAPER2014.indd 1

8/18/14 9:54 AM

Tuesday, September 30, the WCDC
will present findings from a traffic
circulation study jointly commissioned
by the organization and the Borough this
past summer. The study examines options
for improving traffic flow, parking, and
accessibility to Wilkinsburg’s Central
Business District. Residents and other
stakeholders are invited to attend to
learn more about the study and proposed
changes. The meeting is at Hosanna House
(807 Wallace Ave.) at 6 p.m. Stay tuned to the
WCDC’s Facebook & Twitter for updates and
additional information.
To support the WCDC, send a taxdeductible contribution to 1001 Wood
St., Wilkinsburg, PA 15221
OR donate online at
wilkinsburgcdc.org
Thank you!
412.727.7855 • 412.871.3149 (fax)
info@wilkinsburgcdc.org

WCDC CALENDAR
Through 11/20
(All Thurs.)

3–6 p.m.

9/20 (Sat.)

9-11 a.m.

WCDC Board Meeting, WCDC office

9/27 (Sat.)

10 a.m.-3 p.m.

2014 Wilkinsburg House & Garden Tour

9/30 (Tues.)

6 p.m.

Traffic Circulation Public Meeting, WCDC Office

10/2 (Thurs.)

8:30 a.m.

Business District Safety Meeting, WCDC Office

10/17 (Fri.)

TBD

Frank Conrad Historical Marker Unveiling
Ceremony & Celebration

Farmers’ Market, 732–744 Ross Ave.
®
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School District

www.wilkinsburgschools.org

Candidates Sought for
School Board Vacancy

MONDAY

NIGHT

NEIGHBORHOOD
S E RIE S

f e at u r i n g t h e p i t t s b u r g h s y m p h o n y o r c h e s t r a b r a s s

Craig Knox
TUBA

Murray Crewe
BASS TROMBONE

Neal Berntsen
TRUMPET

William Caballero
HORN

Peter Sullivan
TROMBONE

George Vosburgh
TRUMPET

The Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra Brass is featured in a series of concerts as part of the Pittsburgh
Symphony Orchestra’s Music for the Spirit program. Music and readings will explore the influence and impact
that music and human spirituality have on each other. All concerts are free and open to public, RSVP required.
RSVP at www.pittsburghsymphony.org/neighborhoodseries or call 412-392-8991.

N O RT H S I D E

E A S T L I B E RT Y

WILKINSBURG

September 8, 2014
8:00pm
Allegheny Center
Alliance Church

September 15, 2014
8:00pm
East Liberty
Presbyterian Church

September 22, 2014
8:00pm
Deliverance
Baptist Church

SCHOOL EVENTS & MEETINGS
9/2 (Tues.)

First Day of School

9/16 (Tues.) 7 p.m. Board Planning Session
9/22 (Mon.) 8 p.m. Pittsburgh Symphony
(Deliverance Baptist)
9/23 (Tues.) 7 p.m. Board Legislative Meeting
Meetings in Wilkinsburg Admin. Building

Wilkinsburg Tigers Football schedule
can be found at http://www.msasports.
net/hs/wilkinsburg/boys-football

The Wilkinsburg School District Board
of Directors has a board vacancy. Interested
candidates, who must reside in Wilkinsburg
for a period of no less than one year, should
submit a letter of intent explaining why
he or she would like to serve as school
director, along with any qualifications and
experience that might benefit the board
and school district, ensuring that the letter,
including contact information, is received
by the school board secretary by Monday,
September 15 at 4:30 pm.
Letters of intent should be submitted to
Board Secretary Jeanne Taylor, 718 Wallace
Avenue, Wilkinsburg, PA 15221. For
questions, call her at 412.871.2104.

Aid for Homeless Students
Community LIFE and the school
district teamed up to distribute backpacks,
school supplies and food to homeless school
kids on Friday, August 22, at a back-toschool picnic. The students and families
selected to attend were in the Families in
Transition program; a program created to
meet the needs of homeless students and
their families in the district. According to
Velma Parker, the program coordinator, last
year alone, over 240 students or one-third
of the total student body was considered
homeless.
Each child was given a backpack, a
box of school supplies, a toiletry kit and a
bag of non-perishable food, and a catered
lunch with live entertainment and a craft
was provided. For more information about
Community LIFE, visit www.commlife.org.

Space Still Available for African American Males to
Participate in Crossing Fences Program
The Crossing Fences neighborhood
oral history program is in Wilkinsburg
this summer and fall. Sponsored by The
Heinz Endowments, this program provides
African American boys (ages 11-18) with
digital recorders, microphones, editing
software and training to interview African
American men about their lives.
Interviews will be published in
Wilkinsburg Voices, one of a series of nine

multimedia neighborhood booklets
distributed throughout Greater Pittsburgh.
Limited spaces are still available for
Wilkinsburg boys and men who’d like to
participate. Sponsorship opportunities
are also available. For details, contact
Chanessa Schuler at chanessa@slbradio.
org. To sample other projects in the
series, visit neighborhoodvoices.org/
crossingfences.
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Library Calendar
These library programs and events are
free and open to everyone. Reservations
can be made in advance by calling
412.244.2940.
Adult Programs

Computer Class, Wednesdays starting
Sept. 10, 10 a.m.—Learn or brush up on
your basic computer skills. Registration
required-class size limited.
Memoir Writing Workshop, Thursdays
starting Sept. 11, 10 a.m.—Everyone has
a story. This is your chance to begin
writing down the rich stories of your life.
Registration required-class size limited.
Tai Chi Class, Fridays starting Sept. 12,
10 a.m.—Learn low impact exercises with a
multitude of health benefits. Registration
required. Class size limited.
General Fiction Book Group, Sept. 24,
1 p.m.—Before We Met by Lucie Whitehouse
is this month’s selection. Pick up a copy at
the circulation desk.
Urban Fiction Book Group, Sept. 29, 6
p.m.—The Other Side of the Pillow by Zane
will be discussed. Pick up your copy at the
circulation desk.
Children’s Program

Bounce around the World, Eastridge,
Sept 10, 4:00 p.m. – It’s all about the
bouncing ball. School age.
Back to School Book Giveaway
Spectacular, Sept. 16, 4 p.m.—Celebrate the
new school year with a new book!
Lego Club, Sept. 23, 3 p.m.—Bring
your imagination and build away.
Wii Time, Thursdays, 3-4:30 p.m.—
Open Wii play for kids of all ages. Come
play Mario Kart, Guitar Hero, Sports and
more.
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The Peanutmobile and Peanutters were at the July 31 Art in the Park performance

Office Support Needed at Wilkinsburg Community Ministry
Director of the Wilkinsburg
This includes monitoring programs to
Community Ministry, Cathryn Brundage,
make sure state regulations are followed.
has announced a open office support
As administrative needs fluctuate,
position. This position is responsible for
this individual will provide support
a variety of duties including coordinator
as needed. The individual should be
for volunteers for the Meals on Wheels
organized and have basic computer skills.
Program, seeing that volunteers are assigned Ability to communicate well and interact
to drive or assist in the delivery of the
appropriately with clients is necessary.
meals and recruiting new volunteers. This
Call 412.241.8072 if interested.
includes maintaining
personal contact with
volunteer sources,
making appeals
for new volunteers,
and developing and
distributing a schedule
for them.
This individual
supports the food
programs, gathering
and reporting data
monthly as well as
distributing food.

Designer Sought for
Wilkinsburg Sign
This past April, the Wilkinsburg
gateway sign at the corner of Penn and
South Trenton Avenues was struck by a car
and destroyed.
This accident presented the borough
with an opportunity to create a new
gateway sign that will help establish a
distinct sense of place in Wilkinsburg.
Working with the Borough of
Wilkinsburg and the Office of Public Art,
the Wilkinsburg Community Development
Corporation (WCDC) currently seeks
applications from qualified artists who
have the vision and skills to strategically
complete this project.
Local artists, particularly from the
Wilkinsburg community, are encouraged
to apply.
A selection committee will evaluate
artist applications based on past work,
experience working in the public
realm, and experience collaborating
with architects and/or other design
professionals.
The selected artist must be able
to work within a $12,000 budget and
complete the project by May 2015.
Applications must be received no later
than September 15 at 5 p.m.

Chamber of Commerce
www.wilkinsburgchamber.com

Member Spotlight: Biddle’s Escape
If you have
not visited Biddle’s
Escape at 401
Biddle Avenue, you
are missing out on a
good cup of coffee.
Joe Davis
opened Biddle’s
in May of 2012
because he liked
the neighborhood
and saw that it
encompassed a
“coffee crowd” of
students and young professionals.
Biddle’s coffee comes from all over the world and is fair-trade and organic. Its most
impressive cup of coffee is Bosque Lya coffee. Bosque Lya comes from El Salvador and is
grown in a shade grown rain forest. The farmers do not cut down any rain forest to grow
the coffee but plant within the rain forest.
Biddle’s also has a wide array of tea and it is all sourced directly from the farmers. Joe
recently visited lavender and ginseng farms in Canada and knows all of the farmers well.
Biddle’s will soon have 14 different lavenders and 6 different ginsengs to choose from.
For Sunday brunch they will serve lavender scones.
Biddle’s also serves sandwiches, snacks and hummus. Joe’s favorite is the grilled
cheese. In addition, there is a different food truck that comes each Wednesday to serve
customers an even wider array of food.

Wilkinsburg Farmers
Market

Ward 1 Informational Meeting
Councilwoman Marita Garrett will
be hosting a Community Conversation at
the Eastridge Branch, Wilkinsburg Public
Library September 24 from 6-8 p.m..
This conversation will be specific
to Ward 1/Wilkinsburg. The purpose,
according to Garrett, is to connect
and empower residents interested in
improving Ward 1 neighborhoods.
Residents are encouraged to attend
and hear elected officials and community
leaders speak on the plans for Ward 1 and
Wilkinsburg.

Bible Chapel Hosts Special
Evening Service
On Sunday, September 28 at 7 p.m.,
The Bible Chapel is hosting a special
evening of worship and prayer as they
“praise God and seek his face as one body.”
Childcare provided for ages 0—3. The
chapel is located at 809 Center Street in
Wilkinsburg.
Contact Dave DiDonato@ddidonato@
biblechapel.org for more information.

The Wilkinsburg farmers market
is in full swing and will continue
through November.
There is currently a wide array of
fruits and vegetables available. Please
stop by on Thursdays from 3–6
p.m. at the Ross and South Avenues
parking lot.

General Chamber Meeting
The Chamber is happy to announce its general membership meeting on September
23. All members are welcome to attend this annual event. Join us from 5:30 – 8 p.m. at
Wallace Event Center at Hosanna House (807 Wallace Ave) for food and libations. The
meeting will include an update on Chamber affairs, a special announcement about the
2015 liquor license campaign by the Wilkinsburg Community Development Corporation,
and an opportunity for members to provide feedback on Chamber benefits. For more
information, please email info@wilkinsburgchamber.com.

Greater Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce
P.O. Box 86064, Wilkinsburg, Pa 15221 • 412.242.0234
info@wilkinsburgchamber.com
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IDENTIFYING PROPERTIES from page 1
Pennsylvania State Department; data from
other Departments of State to verify owner
businesses outside of Pennsylvania; and the
Pennsylvania Magisterial Court Dockets.

enforcement to bolster current efforts; and
134 properties for which demolition is not
out of the question.
This latter number is especially
noteworthy as the Borough seems to have
experienced a recent
increase in the
earth’s gravitational
pull: the Borough
Engineer has
identified 22
properties in a state
of total or partial
collapse. The owners
for many of these
1133 South Avenue
cannot be identified
- According to public
or located, leading
records, owned by Walter
to safety concerns
& Darlene Rauch, who
for neighbors and
717 Midland - County records show owner as 81860 Land Trust. also own 13 other vacant
residents. The
properties
in
Wilkinsburg
Land Trusts are often used to escape liability for damages.
Borough is in the
process of seeking emergency funds to
In addition to determining the
demolish the most severely compromised
condition of each property and researching
structures while continuing the search for
owner data, the group also collected
owners who can be held accountable for the
information about property values, county
tax status, the owner history, sale prices and maintenance or demolition of the properties
they own.
types, local and school tax delinquencies,
The last day for the interns was August
and the status of municipal service fee
8, but rather than an ending, their work is
payments.
just the beginning of a concerted effort to
With this information, the interns
developed site-specific recommendations for address the issue of blight in Wilkinsburg.
each of the properties, taking into account
past research, physical locations, whether
or not an owner could be identified, and
information from the Comprehensive
Plan related to types of development in
the Borough. Many of the properties
have more than one recommendation
associated with them. Highlights include:
54 candidates for Act 90 Asset Attachment; Two of the homes that were originally on the Abandoned
40 candidates for conservatorship; 96
Property Inventory for 2009, but have since been
properties recommended for strict code
rehabilitated and are now occupied.

LPRC Offers Free September
Workshops Here
Landmarks Preservation Resource
Center offers the workshops for free at 744
Rebecca Avenue in Wilkinsburg. RSVPs
are appreciated. Contact Mary Lu Denny at
marylu@phlf.org or 412-471-5808 ext. 527.
Home Buying, Monday, Sept. 8, 6 p.m.
Includes information about credit
counseling and restoration programs, grant
money for closing costs, affordable mortgage
and down payment options and more.
Celebrating Pittsburgh: Its Character and
Significance, Thursday, Sept. 11, 6 p.m.
72 images created in 2008 for the
Frick Art & Historical Center’s exhibition,
“A Panorama of Pittsburgh: NineteenthCentury Printed Views.” Following
an overview of Pittsburgh’s physical
development, the presentation concentrates
on 19th-century lithographs, watercolors,
prints, and a letter that were made to
describe and promote the city.
Frugal Gardening, Thursday, Sept. 18, 6 p.m.
The basics of planning: preparing soil,
selecting plant and seed varieties (including
hybrids and heirlooms), starting plants from
seed, tending your plants, troubleshooting
problems, harvesting, extending the season,
getting the most out of small plots, and
putting the garden to bed for the winter.
Commissioning Artists for Residential
and Small Commercial Projects, Saturday,
Sept. 27, 10 a.m.
How to commission artists to create
building parts for the home or business.
Office of Public Art will present examples
and talk about the process. An artist and
a homeowner who has commissioned an
artist will talk about their experiences.

East End Food Co-op
7516 Meade Street
Pittsburgh, PA 15208
(412) 242-3598
Daily Hours: 8 AM - 9 PM
www.eastendfood.coop

WE’VE MOVED!!!
1789 S. Braddock Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15218
www.metrofamilypractice.org
412-247-2310

open to everyone, every day
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