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Public Art hAs A new chAmPion
New legislative body will review art and design projects for public and commer-
cial property in the Borough of Wilkinsburg .

T
here is no shortage of opportunities for concerned residents to serve the 
Wilkinsburg community. The latest venue for community service is the newly 
formed Community Art and Civic Design Commission. The 11-member body will 
include design and arts professionals, community representatives, and council 
members. 

“The Community Art and Civic Design Commission will be a valuable resource in 

Business  
district  
revitalization 
grant 
The Wilkinsburg Community Development 
Corporation (WCDC) received a grant to 
assist in the revitalization of the borough’s 
business district, provide for affordable 
housing, crime prevention, green initia-
tives, and youth engagement. The WCDC 
received the first installment of the multi-
year grant--$289,000—in December 2009. 

The grant will provide funding to the 
WCDC through The Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania’s Department of Community 
and Economic Development’s (DCED) 
Neighborhood Partnership Program 
(NPP), and will be used in collabora-
tion with Landmarks Community Capital 
Corporation (LCCC). TriState Capital Bank 
has made a six-year commitment to the 
WCDC. This multi-year grant is condi-
tioned upon the annual renewal of the 
NPP.  

Wilkinsburg Mayor John Thompson 
serves as the WCDC president. He is 
excited about the new initiative. 

“The NPP funding serves as one more key 
piece of real evidence of our renewal of 
Wilkinsburg,” he says. “The founding of 
the Community Development Corporation 
in 2007 was an important start, and as 
we’ve worked together to create a com-
prehensive community plan to establish 
a goal and plan to become a Main Street 
Community, we’ve continued to make 
progress that is substantial and positive 
for our residents, businesses and commu-
nity partners.”

On the day set aside to celebrate his birth, Wilkinsburg honored Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. with 
a borough-wide day of service. The work, orchestrated by Americorps, involved more than 300 
volunteers on more than 20 projects, says Americorps volunteer Jesse Carpenter.
Carpenter says the day of service took about two months worth of planning, in which Americorps 
got input from community members before deciding on the projects, which ranged from picking 
up trash, to clearing out abandoned houses, recycling the usable material and painting designs 
on the boards over the windows, and more. Carpenter says the volunteers came together from 
Americorps, Chatham, Pitt and Carnegie Mellon universities, Wilkinsburg Weed and Seed and 
the Wilkinsburg Community Development Corporation, among others. 
While most of the projects were completed, Carpenter says there is still some work left.
“We’re going to come back on weekends and finish up.”
Americorps is a federal public service organization. For more information about Americorps  
opportunities, log on to www.americorps.gov, or call 215-597-2806. 
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Community Development Corporation. The Sun 
is grateful for generous support from the West-
ern Pennsylvania School for The Deaf without 
which publication might not be possible. The 
Sun would also like to thank the Honorable 

representative Joseph Preston for his continu-
ing support of a community newsletter for the  

Borough of Wilkinsburg.
Please submit all articles and calendar 
events to: editor@wilkinsburgsun.com, 412-
901-5774, or by mail, P.O. Box 86064, 
Wilkinsburg, PA 15221. Please submit 
articles 6 weeks before publication and  

calendar events 4 weeks before  
publication. To advertise,  

e-mail adsales@wilkinsburgsun.com,  
or call  412-818-0333

The Sun accepts submitted articles  
provided they are related to Wilkinsburg 

and are civic-minded. The Sun reserves the 
right to withhold articles from print.

Please note that The Sun does not publish 
political or opinion pieces.

grAnt from page 1
in addition to the LCCC, Thompson’s 
referral to community partners includes 
key involvement from Nine Mile run 
Watershed Association and the institute 
for Entrepreneurial Excellence at the 
University of Pittsburgh.

The WCDC is in the process of hiring its 
first full time executive director. 

“TriState’s sponsorship of the NPP 
program is a confident investment by 
our bank in the WCDC plan for commu-
nity revitalization,” says William Schenk, 
TriState Capital Bank president. “it’s great 
to be a part of the team that’s success-
fully moving Wilkinsburg forward.”

WilkinsBurg 
toys for tots 
2009
Wilkinsburg Toys for Tots held its second 
annual toy giveaway on December 19 at 
the Wilkinsburg Borough Building, giving 
away more than 1,000 toys to families that 
needed extra help for Christmas.  This 
years’ distribution included a collabora-
tion with other agencies and churches in 
Wilkinsburg who normally do not work 
together.  The Toys for Tots Committee, 
composed of community volunteers, was 
completely overwhelmed with the need 
of our residents.  The committee normally 
requests toys from the Marines who due 
to increased requests to their processing 
center, cut the order in half.  A call went 
out to Wilkinsburg residents and busi-
nesses, which responded quickly and 
without hesitation to help get the number 
of toys needed.  Wilkinsburg fire and 
Police departments and Save A Lot gro-
cery store helped bring in the additional 
presents needed. The committee includes 
Vanessa McCarthy-Johnson, Karen 
Payne, Kara Whitfield, Michael Lefebvre, 
Velma Parker, Gail Mitchell Hall and many 
others who donated their time and talents 
to this worthy event.

the sound of music
The sounds of Christmas carols were 
heard throughout Wilkinsburg as groups 
of carolers took to the streets. Or, as one 
group did, took to the halls of their apart-
ment building. Despite the intense cold 
on December 19, Wilkinsburg A’Caroling 
featured 40-some hearty adults, children, 
and seniors who shared holiday joy with 
community residents and shoppers. 
They completed the evening’s celebra-
tion with a party hosted by Hosanna 
House. Wilkinsburg Weed ‘N’ Seed, Mad 
Dads, Hosanna House, and fox Chapel 
Presbyterian Church Mission Committee 
supported Wilkinsburg A’Caroling. 
Wilkinsburg resident Kate Grannemann 
created it to celebrate the community 
spirit and vitality of Wilkinsburg, and for 
people to have the opportunity to share 
holiday joy. The project was developed 
out of Landmark Education’s Self-
Expression and Leadership Program.

it’s cookie time 
AgAin
Wilkinsburg Girl Scout troop 5-1058 
will hold a booth sale at Save-a-Lot on 
Sunday, March 7,  from 11:30 am  to  
2:30 pm.  

 This year’s Girl Scout cookies include 
long-time favorites like Trefoils, 
Tagalongs, Do-Si-dos, Samoas and Thin 
Mints.  There are also a few new cookies 
Lemon Chalet Cremes, Dulce de Leche 
(a milk caramel cookie) and the Thank 
You Berry Much cookie. Each box is only 
$3.50.” 

Please stop by Save-a-Lot to buy a box 
or two of cookies.  if you dont want 
to purchase a box of cookie, you can still 
support our troop by donating the cookies 
to the St James food bank.   

Please e-mail us at gstroop1058@hotmail.

com if you have questions. 

Advertise in the 
Wilkinsburg sun
412-853-0388
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Wilkinsburg Borough Council

Mayor John Thompson 
412.244.2920 

mayorjt@choiceonemail.com

1sT ward 
blackridge 

turner school 
hunter park area

Barbara Ervin
412.244.4939 ext. 314

Eugenia Moore 
Council President 

412.371.5337

Paige Trice 
representative to  

the Council of Governments 
412 871-5367

2nd ward 
beacon hill 

princeton park  
johnston school area

Jason Cohn 
Council Vice President  

412.241.4536 
jcohn@wilkinsburgpa.gov

Vanessa McCarthy-Johnson 
412.867.5882 

vmccarthyjohnson@wilkinsburgpa.gov

Pam Macklin 
412.242-4448 

macklin4council@aol.com

3rd ward 
high school 
kelly school 

regent square area

Michael Lefebvre 
412.243-9978 

mlefebvre@wilkinsburgpa.gov

Carl Lewis 
412.403.2910 

cdlewiss@hotmail.com

Tracey Evans 
412.244.9588 

t.evans@wilkinsburgpa.gov

Problems with trash pick-up?
Call 412-244-2923

Borough Manager        
412-244-2900  ext 101

Borough Receptionist      
412-244-2900 ext 101

Finance Dept.                
412-244-2948

Code Enforcement       
412-244-2923

Public Works Dept.      
412-244-2934

Police Dept. Emergency   
911

Police Non-Emergency   
412-473-3056

Police Hotline (Complaint line)  
412-244-4300

IMPOrTAnT nuMberS

Visit the Borough’s Website at: www.wilkinsburgpa.gov

FEBRuaRy MEEtiNgs

1 Wilkinsburg Planning  
Commission

6 p.m. Wilkinsburg Borough Building  
605 ross Ave.

3 Wilkinsburg Borough Council 
planning session 

7 p.m Wilkinsburg Borough Building  
605 ross Ave.

17 Wilkinsburg Borough Council 
legislative meeting

7 p.m. Wilkinsburg Borough Building  
605 ross Ave.

wilkinsburg borough

Police Chief   
412-244-2915

Fire Emergency   
911

Fire Chief   
412-244-2931

Mayor’s Office   
412-224-2920

Berkheimer Tax Administrator 
866-227-4716

adult Library   
412-244-2940

Children’s Library   
412-244-2944

Eastridge Library   
412-342-0056

clear tHe Walks following the end of a snowfall, property 
owners have 24 hours to clear the sidewalks in front of their property of snow and ice. 
if you don’t keep your sidewalks clear, you could be fined up to $600 and court costs, 
which is just a fraction of what it could cost you if someone slipped and fell on your icy 
sidewalk. 

Also, the Post Office can stop delivery of your mail. There is just a whole lot to recom-
mend picking up that snow shovel. it burns calories. Shovel your walk. Everybody wins.  

MaRCH MEEtiNgs

1 Wilkinsburg Planning  
Commission

6 p.m. Wilkinsburg Borough Building  
605 ross Ave.

3 Wilkinsburg Borough Council 
planning session 

7 p.m Wilkinsburg Borough Building  
605 ross Ave.

17 Wilkinsburg Borough Council 
legislative meeting

7 p.m. Wilkinsburg Borough Building  
605 ross Ave.
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kelly fourth-grAder 
wins greeting cArd 
design contest 

Kelly fourth-
grade 
student 
Darnell 
Green was 
named the 
winner of 
the Omni 
William Penn 
Holiday 
Greeting 
Card Design 
Contest. As 
the winner, 
Darnell and 
his family 
were invited 

to attend the Omni William Penn’s “Light Up 
Night” Celebration, during which Darnell was 
honored. Darnell received an enlarged version 
of his greeting card, which was mounted on 
a commemorative plaque. He also received a 
football autographed by such current Steelers 
stars as Troy Polamalu, James Harrison, and 
Deshea Townsend. Congratulations, Darnell! 

Wilkinsburg school District

 WilkinsBurg students celeBrate  
“season of service”

More than 30 Wilkinsburg Middle and High School students 
have once again outdone themselves with another selfless 
act of kindness. While most of us are cuddled up in our 
warm homes each night, many of our homeless youth in 
the Wilkinsburg community are not sure where they will 
sleep at the end of a school day or how they will face 
the elements of the impending winter. in October 2009, 
London Byrd, an eight-grade student, and her mother 
approached the district to request permission to conduct a 
blanket drive for homeless families. As part of our district’s 
ongoing efforts to search out and identify homeless youth 
in our district, we took this request and presented it to our 
high school and middle school student councils.

faculty at both schools were immediately receptive to the 
idea. Teachers offered their support by designating classroom time during the students’ lunch 
hours or after school to discuss the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act of 1986 and how 
they could help those most in need. Students and teachers alike recognized that, in order to 
make a meaningful difference, they first needed to be educated on the reality of homelessness 
within our community. By collaborating with homeless programs and shelters in Wilkinsburg, 
students were exposed to educational presentations and videos that detailed the daily struggles 
of homeless youth in Pennsylvania. 

Operating from October 30 to November 30, 2009, the blanket drive benefited Primary 
Care Health Services and New Beginnings Emergency Shelter for homeless women and 
children. On December 9, 2009, the program manager and coordinator for the shelter met 

wilkinsburg to  
PArtner with gAtewAy 
medicAl society
Wilkinsburg School District is proud to 
announce the establishment of a partnership 
with the Gateway Medical Society (GMS), a 
professional group of Pittsburgh-based black 
doctors and dentists, who are committed to 
giving back to their community. 

The school district and GMS will work 
together to develop a tutoring and mentoring 
program aimed at strengthening student 
proficiency in math and science. GMS has 
also expressed interest in hosting field trip 
and shadowing opportunities for students 
interested in pursuing careers in the medical 
field. The district is excited about the many 
opportunities for students this partnership will 
provide. 

chemistry students 
becoming inventors 
Eleventh-grade chemistry students at 
Wilkinsburg High School are utilizing class 
time to explore the development of original 
invention ideas. Led by teachers Lawson 
Shaw and richard Domm, students are 
currently refining their model for the “Car 
Hoodie,” an apparatus that can be used to 
prevent frost and ice from building on car 
exteriors. 

Students are also working in partnership with 
the Wilkinsburg Police Department to develop 
a cooling system for Kevlar vests, which have 
been proven to drastically raise the body 
temperature of the officers who wear them. 
As the inventions near completion, students 
will explore marketing techniques for their 
products. 

Darnell Green, winner of the 
Omni William Penn Holiday 
Greeting Card Design Contest 
holds one of his prizes, an 
autographed football, while 
standing with Kelly Principal 
rosalind Fisher.

L-r: Superintendent Archie 
Perrin with Dr. Jan Madison 
and Dr. Christopher Allen at the 
GMS Annual Gala

with our students and were presented with 
the blankets. Also, because of our ongoing 
collaboration with the emergency shelter, the 
district was able to provide additional support 
for homeless families, by sharing with them 
some of the winter coats donated by the 
North Hills Community Outreach Organization. 
in late December, student council members 
again organized donation efforts to deliver toys 
and gifts to the New Beginnings Emergency 
Shelter. 

Our students have committed to working with 
the district in identifying homeless youth in our 
community so that appropriate referrals and 
services can be identified to them in continuing 
their education. Stay tuned for future articles 
on the expansion of the student council’s 
involvement and how our community can 
assist in helping our families in need. 

WALL OF FAMe: This year, Wilkinsburg 
High School inducted its first group 
of distinguished alumni, who took their 
place on the Wall of Fame. From left, 
former Wilkinsburg tax collector James 
richard; Thomas Douglas, professor of 
music at Carnegie Mellon university; 
Valerie McDonald roberts, manager of 
Allegheny County’s Department of real 
estate; Wilkinsburg Mayor John Thompson; 
former Pennsylvania Superior Court Justice 
Livingstone Johnson and former Common 
Pleas Justice Justin Johnson. 
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the girlfriends Project 
This month, why not have a few friends over, have some good 
food and some conversation—and maybe save a life or two. 

The Pittsburgh AiDS Task force (PATf) “Girlfriends Project” is a 
nationally recognized groundbreaking program that empowers 
women, teaching them to protect themselves and their health. 

The way it works is, women invite three to five friends age 17 
or older to their homes, where a PATf representative educates 
guests about HiV/AiDS and domestic violence, and offers refer-
rals and resources. The PATf representative also performs free, 
confidential HiV testing and counseling. Party hosts receive cash 
incentives.  

“There are several great aspects to this program,” says 
Girlfriends Project coordinator Lisa Dukes. “A woman who is 
well-liked and well-respected within the community steps for-
ward to host a Girlfriends party at her home, so the atmosphere 
is much more comfortable, friendly and relaxed than a standard 
presentation. Also, the fact that we’re able to provide one-on-
one, confidential time for each guest after each party is attractive 
to guests,” she adds. “Our aim is to make it as convenient, safe 
and comfortable as possible.”

if you would like to host a Girlfriends Project party, please call 
Lisa Dukes at 412-345-0588 or ldukes@patf.org 

free book delivery  
The Outreach Program of the Wilkinsburg Public Library has 
been serving homebound residents of the Wilkinsburg area for 
30 years. We deliver books and other library materials to patrons 
unable to visit the library on their own. The books, including large 
print titles and other materials, are delivered to a patron’s door 
with just a phone call to the library. This 
free program is available thanks to the 
donations collected through fOLLOW, the 
library friend’s group. if you would like to 
donate to the program or to take advan-
tage of this free service call Wilkinsburg 
Public Library at 412-244-4378 and speak 
to Tom Shaw, the Outreach Librarian.
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Wilkinsburg,” says council member Tracey 
Evans. “The commission was established 
to review design proposals to encourage 
high quality design for our community. 
Very importantly, the commission will 
also seek feedback from residents and 
business owners about art and design 
projects.”

for the past year, a group of Wilkinsburg 
residents have participated on a Public 
Art Steering Committee to develop pub-
lic art guidelines and procedures for 
Wilkinsburg. This process was connected 
to the borough’s comprehensive plan, 
and involved many community meetings, 
learning about best practices for art and 
design review, seeing examples of public 
art projects and review bodies, and con-
sidering what methods would be ideal for 
Wilkinsburg. 

The steering committee identified that a 
legislative body is needed in Wilkinsburg 
to review art, architecture, landscape 
architecture, memorials, and monuments 
for public property and commercial prop-
erty. The committee created the legisla-
tion for the Community Art and Civic 
Design Commission. in addition to review-
ing projects, the commission will have the 
ability to seek community feedback on art 
and design projects, engage in research 
and planning efforts, and organize educa-
tional programs and materials about art 
and design for the community. 

“As a Wilkinsburg resident interested in 
creating public art projects for our bor-

ough, i’m thrilled there will be a quali-
fied sounding board to refine proposals. 
Participating in the steering committee 
has been a rewarding experience,” says 
artist Lazae LaSpina. 

The Borough of Wilkinsburg received a 
grant from The Heinz Endowments for this 
project. The borough hired the Office of 
Public Art (OPA) to consult on the project. 
OPA is a partnership between the Greater 
Pittsburgh Arts Council and the City of 
Pittsburgh. As part of their work, renee 
Piechocki and Lea Donatelli participated 
in the borough’s comprehensive plan 
process and established the Public Art 
Steering Committee. 

“This commission will be a model for 
other municipalities in the region who are 
looking to establish a method to review 
public art and design projects,” says 
renee Piechocki of the Office of Public 
Art. “The next step for the commission is 
to establish bylaws and guidelines. We 
will be benchmarking national programs 
to seek out best practices and develop 
methods that will work in Wilkinsburg.”

Community members who are interested 
in learning more can visit the Borough’s 
website www.wilkinsburgpa.gov to review 
the legislation, read the guidelines for the 
commission’s membership, and download 
a talent bank application. for additional 
information, contact Marla Marcinko at 
412-244-2906 or mmarcinko@wilkins-
burgpa.gov.   

Public Art from page 1

The Pennsylvania Low income Home Energy Assistance Program (LiHEAP) helps peo-
ple with low incomes pay their heating bills through home heating energy assistance 
grants and crisis grants. You do not need to have an unpaid bill to receive home heat-
ing energy assistance. 

You can receive this money without being in the Cash Assistance program; a family 
of four with an annual income of up to $44,443 can qualify for assistance. No lien is 
placed on your property if you receive this help.

You can apply for LiHEAP online at www.humanservices.state.pa.us/compass/
CMHOM.aspx or by calling 1-800-851-3838. 

After your application is reviewed, you will receive a written notice explaining your eligi-
bility and the amount of assistance you will receive. Payments are generally sent direct-
ly to a utility company or fuel dealer and are credited to your account. Please allow 30 
days for a response.

Additional money may be available if you have an emergency situation and are in jeop-
ardy of losing your heat. Emergency situations include broken heating equipment or 
leaking lines that must be fixed or replaced; lack of fuel; and termination of utility ser-
vice. Assistance with home heating crisis situations is available 24 hours a day. Call the 
Allegheny County Department of Human Services,1-800-851-3838. 

heAting AssistAnce through liheAP

holidAy music 
ProgrAm
The first annual Wilkinsburg Holiday 
Musical Program was held at the 
Wilkinsburg Senior High School 
Auditorium on Saturday, December 5, 
at 5 p.m. The musical was kicked off by 
our Mayor John Thompson, and a New 
York “All That Jazz” dancers opened the 
show time. There were a host of dancers 
of all ages, especially the “Little Princess” 
and soloists from the Wilson School of 
Performing Arts, Ethel M. Wilson, Artistic 
Director. Many thanks for their participa-
tion are: Mime Group “faces of God,” 
Sonya Morris, Program Coordinator; 
Evangelist Carolyn Byrd - Song and 
Poem; Pastor Geoffrey E. Tate, ii - Solo; 
Sam Nelson and friend Jazz Band and a 
very special thank you to the Wilkinsburg 
Elementary Choir, Carolyn Perrin, Director. 
it was a sparkler gala night of joy. 
Directly following the musical program 
audience and our Wilkinsburg Elementary 
Choir Christmas Carolers with lit candles 
sang us to the Penn Avenue Parklet 
for “Light Up Night” with Mayor John 
Thompson. As we surrounded the beauti-
ful decorated three Christmas trees, many 
wonderful songs and cheers took place. 
At the end of this very special evening 
many hugs and laugher filled the sky—
then, we joined hands and we bowed 
our heads in a moment of silent prayer. 
refreshments were served. 
This was truly a very special day of 
events: Wilkinsburg Parade at 11 a.m., 
Wilkinsburg Musical Program at 5 p.m., 
Wilkinsburg Light Up Night 
at 7 p.m. Many thanks to everyone: 
Parade Committee, Volunteers, Police, 
fire, EMS, DPW & Code Departments, 
WCDC, Chambers, Council Board and 
our great and supportive Community 
Businesses.  
As Santa would say, “it was the merriest 
of merry Christmas to all and to all a good 
night” — LiNDA KirKLAND-LAW
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Your neighborhood
natural foods
grocery store.

O R G A N I C F A R E  • F R E S H P R O D U C E • L O C A L F O O D S

W O R L D C U I S I N E •  B R E A D S  &  D A I R Y  •  C O F F E E S

East End Food Co-op
7516 Meade Street, Pittsburgh, PA  15208
412-242-3598 • www.eastendfood.coop
Open to everyone, everyday 8am-9pm, in the Factory Building

Two new benches at the ross Street bus stop 
next to“Save alot” grocery store are deeply 
appreciated by the many folks who had been 
standing or sitting on the curb while waiting for 
the bus. Thesebenches were recently given by 
the South Avenue united Methodist Church, 
installed by the borough, and then dedicated October 11. rev. David Keller said, “It gives us 
great pleasure to see that folks are able to rest comfortably on thebenches. It was painful to see 
people sitting on the curb or the ground for lack of a place to rest.”

Have a seat!


