
 www.wilkinsburgsun.com 1

TRASH-A-THON COMBINES 
COMMUNITY SERVICE WITH 
ENVIRONMENTAL LEARNING
Approximately 160 students, teachers and parent volunteers from the Pittsburgh Urban 
Christian School (PUCS) picked up litter on Friday, May 7, 2010. The clean up efforts 
covered 32 square blocks in Wilkinsburg including the business district. Working with the 
Nine Mile Run Watershed Association and the Borough of Wilkinsburg to organize this 
event, PUCS uses this event as a unique community service project and environmental 
education opportunity. The Trash-a-thon is a registered activity of World

ENVIRONMENT DAY 2010 PITTSBURGH. 
Students worked along Penn Avenue and streets adjacent to the school collecting trash to 
prevent it from polluting the Nine Mile Run watershed. The K-8 school mobilized the entire 
student body, along with teachers and parents to complete this worthy effort. As much 
trash as possible will be recycled.  Following the clean-up efforts students will gather back 
at the school for a celebration lunch with local dignitaries including State Representative 
Joe Preston and Wilkinsburg Borough Vice President Jason Cohn.
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Students from Pittsburgh Urban Christian School (above) volunteered their time to clean up 
some Wilkinsburg streets. The cleanup was organized in conjunction with Wilkinsburg Borough 
and the Nine Mile Run Watershed Association.

continued on page 2

On Saturday May 8, the residents of Green 
St Park had their annual Spring cleanup. They 
raked leaves, trimmed branches, weeded the 
flower beds, distributed mulch and wood 
chips, mowed the grass, and painted.
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The Wilkinsburg Sun is a monthly  
community newsletter published by The volun-
teer Wilkinsburg Community Newsletter Board, 
with the support of the Wilkinsburg Borough, 

the Wilkinsburg School district, the Wilkinsburg 
Chamber of Commerce and the Wilkinsburg 

Community development Corporation. The Sun 
is grateful for generous support from the West-
ern Pennsylvania School For The deaf without 
which publication might not be possible. The 
Sun would also like to thank the Honorable 

Representative Joseph Preston for his continu-
ing support of a community newsletter for the  

Borough of Wilkinsburg.
Please submit all articles and calendar 
events to: editor@wilkinsburgsun.com, 412-
901-5774, or by mail, P.O. Box 86064, 
Wilkinsburg, PA 15221. Please submit 
articles 6 weeks before publication and  

calendar events 4 weeks before  
publication. To advertise,  

e-mail adsales@wilkinsburgsun.com,  
or call  412-818-0333

The Sun accepts submitted articles  
provided they are related to Wilkinsburg 

and are civic-minded. The Sun reserves the 
right to withhold articles from print.

Please note that The Sun does not publish 
political or opinion pieces.
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YOUR AD  
COULD BE HERE

Call  
412-818-0333

email: adsales@wilkinsburgsun.com

Brittany Apartments 
1717 Penn Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA 15221 
412.242.2407 
www.BrittanyApartments.com 

◊ FREE indoor parking 
◊ No gas bill! 
◊ Laundry facilities on each floor 
◊ 24-hour emergency maintenance 
◊ Transportation at entrance of building 

◊ Studios from $476 
◊ 1 BR from $576 
◊ 2 BR from $697 

Call to find out 
how to get a 

FREE gift card! 

The sixth annual Trash-a-thon is a multi-year partnership with the Nine Mile Run Watershed 
Association, the Borough of Wilkinsburg and other environmental education and steward-
ship organizations in the region. Students learn how litter around their school can impact 
the watershed, the Three Rivers and ultimately even the Gulf of Mexico.

Pittsburgh Urban Christian School Principal Bob Phelps states, “We are proud to be a part 
of Wilkinsburg and the Trash-a-thon is one of the ways we give back to the neighborhood 
we call home.  it gels perfectly with our school’s philosophy of hands-on learning and ser-
vice to the urban community.” 

QUEENS fOR A DAY 
eight  Wilkinsburg ladies were selected 
“Queens for a day” in the first-ever 
Mother’s day Celebration sponsored by 
Jean Southern Cuisine and Hosanna House. 
The festivities began with a few words from 
Wilkinsburg Police Chief Ophelia Coleman, 
and the Rev. emmanuel Hughes, master 
of ceremonies, did an excellent job. Pastor 
Geoff Tate from St. Mark A.M.e. Church, 
delighted everyone  in heavenly melodies 
with a back-up posse of musicians.  

The eight honorees received several gifts, 
including a luxury wrap from Le deb, gift 
bags and long-stemmed white roses before 
being treated to an all-you-can-eat buffet by 
Jean’s, fried and baked chicken, ham, roast 
beef, macaroni and cheese, greens, candied 
yams, potato salad, green beans, pound 
cake, chocolate cake and much more. 

“i’m looking forward to next year’s celebra-
tion,” says Minister Linda Kirkland-Law. 
“Sunday’s event was well attended and i 
know everyone had a good time.”

ARTISTS IN RESIDENCE
during the summer of 2010, the 700 block 
of Whitney Avenue in Wilkinsburg will 
become Whitney Avenue Art Gallery where 
blighted properties will be transformed into 
a temporary, outdoor art exhibit. Twelve 
abandoned houses will challenge artist-
led community workshops to interpret the 
theme “Houses in Waiting.”

For each of the selected properties, ply-
wood will be cut to size to perform the 
dual roles of blank canvas and of securing 
the windows of the houses. Creation of art 
will consist of painting and mixed-media 
assemblage on the plywood boards and the 
use of recycled materials and found objects 
to create garden sculptures.

For more information on this project as it 
evolves, check out the Whitney Avenue Art 
Gallery website, http://waag.weebly.com.

HEALTH fAIR
The Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce will again be hosting a free health fair along with 
duquesne University.  The fair will be held on Saturday, June 19, from noon until 4 at the 
Wilkinsburg High School cafeteria.  Free health screenings, health information, and food 
will be provided. Call 412-242-0234 for information or if you are interested in reserving a 
table for your organization.
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Wilkinsburg Borough Council

Mayor John Thompson 
412.244.2920 

mayorjt@choiceonemail.com

1sT ward 
blackridge 

turner school 
hunter park area

Barbara Ervin
412.244.4939 ext. 314

Eugenia Moore 
Council President 

412.371.5337

Paige Trice 
412 871-5367

2nd ward 
beacon hill 

princeton park  
johnston school area

Jason Cohn 
Council Vice President  

412.241.4536 
jcohn@wilkinsburgpa.gov

Vanessa McCarthy-Johnson 
412.867.5882 

vmccarthyjohnson@wilkinsburgpa.gov

Pamela Macklin 
412.242-4448 

macklin4council@aol.com

3rd ward 
high school 
kelly school 

regent square area

Michael Lefebvre 
412.243-9978 

mlefebvre@wilkinsburgpa.gov

Carl Lewis 
412.403.2910 

cdlewiss@hotmail.com

Tracey Evans 
412.244.9588 

t.evans@wilkinsburgpa.gov

Problems with trash pick-up?
Call 412-244-2923

Mayor’s Office   
412-224-2920

Borough Manager        
412-244-2900  ext 101

Borough Receptionist      
412-244-2900 ext 101

Finance Dept.                
412-244-2948

Code Enforcement       
412-244-2923

Public Works Dept.      
412-244-2934

IMPORTANT NUMBeRS

Visit the Borough’s Website 
at: www.wilkinsburgpa.gov

wilkinsburg borough

Police Dept. Emergency   
911

Police Non-Emergency   
412-473-3056

Police Hotline (Complaint line)  
412-244-4300

Police Chief   
412-244-2915

Fire Emergency   
911

Fire Chief   
412-244-2931

juNE MEEtiNgs

2 Wilkinsburg Borough Council 
planning session

7 p.m Wilkinsburg Borough Building  
605 Ross Ave.

7 Wilkinsburg Planning  
Commission

6 p.m. Wilkinsburg Borough Building  
605 Ross Ave.

16 Wilkinsburg Borough Council 
legislative meeting

7 p.m. Wilkinsburg Borough Building  
605 Ross Ave.

Berkheimer  
Tax Administrator 
866-227-4716

Adult Library   
412-244-2940

Children’s Library   
412-244-2944

Eastridge Library   
412-342-0056

Weed and seed  
412-244-0643

juLy MEEtiNgs

7 Wilkinsburg Borough Council 
planning session

7 p.m Wilkinsburg Borough Building  
605 Ross Ave.

21 Wilkinsburg Borough Council 
legislative meeting

7 p.m. Wilkinsburg Borough Building  
605 Ross Ave.

fLOOD INSURANCE
Wilkinsburg has been accepted into the National Flood insurance Program (NFiP). in order to 
qualify for flood insurance, a community must join the NFiP and agree to enforce sound flood 
plain management standards. 

Residents are now able to purchase flood insurance from private insurance companies. Owners 
of single-family homes can purchase up to $350,000 of insurance for building and contents and 
commercial property owners can purchase as much as $500,000 worth. Renters can protect 
their belongings by purchasing contents-only coverage. There is a 30-day waiting period before 
the insurance goes into effect. 

For more information about flood insurance in Wilkinsburg, call 412-244-2900. 

STREET TREE INVENTORY 

Saturday, June 26, 9 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Nine Mile Run Watershed 
Association is planning a tree inventory events to assess the health of 
our urban tree canopy. if you have some experience in tree  
identification and would like to volunteer, you can register by e-mail at 
justin@ninemilerun.org.
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Wilkinsburg school District

TURNER STUDENTS COLLECT MORE THAN 70,000 
COINS TO BENEfIT HAITI
Turner elementary School is proud of the industriousness and compassion shown by its 
Student Council, who organized a penny drive to benefit recovery efforts in Haiti. The fundraiser, 
called “Penny Wars,” ran for one week in April and involved students competing by classroom 
to collect the most coins. At the end of the week, students had collected over 70,000 coins and 
they presented a check worth $784.03 to UNiCeF. 

The idea to engage in Penny Wars came from Turner student-teacher Makia Akinola, a recent 
graduate of the University of Pittsburgh.  Upon noting that her college roommate was Haitian, 
Ms. Akinola suggested that Turner’s fundraising efforts benefit Haiti relief. Turner students 
immediately embraced the suggestion. 

during Penny Wars, students sacrificed their lunch periods and special periods to hand roll the 
tens of thousands of coins they accumulated on a daily basis. 

“it was truly a school-wide effort,” said Ms. Akinola. “it was great to see teachers get involved 
too. We all felt like we were in this together.” 

Although the fundraiser was called Penny Wars, students could collect all kinds of coins—and 
even dollars. 

“Students responded well because it was a competition,” said Ms. Akinola. “Teams had to be 
strategic, so they would bring in quarters and dollars to pull away from other teams.”

At the end of Penny Wars, Miss Merlina’s fourth-grade class raised the most money, and was 
rewarded with a pizza party. But there was a sense of triumph for all students who participated. 

“My main goal in helping to organize Penny Wars was to give students a sense of pride in their 
school,” said Ms. Akinola. “This accomplishment shows that not only have they taken pride in 
their school, but also in themselves and their own abilities.” 

JOHNSTON AND KELLY STUDENTS RALLY TO 
COLLECT “PENNIES fOR PATIENTS”
Students at Johnston and Kelly elementary Schools collected change as part of the “Pennies 
for Patients” program to raise money for people afflicted with leukemia, lymphoma, and myelo-
ma. “Pennies for Patients” is a three-week campaign that raises money to benefit the Leukemia 
& Lymphona Society.  

“Pennies for Patients” began in each school with a kickoff assembly. Teachers were then 
given collection buckets for each classroom. each day, students would bring in as much loose 
change as they could, knowing that their donations were going to help people in need. 

Competing by classroom, Johnston students raised a total of $781.26. The highest performing 

Students admire the Painted Lady butterflies 
before releasing them.

Johnston Principal Tanya Smith poses with her school’s winning classroom.

class at Johnston was Ms. Scheuble and Ms. 
Balsomico’s fifth and sixth grade cooperative 
learning classroom, which was treated to a 
special lunch. 

Kelly students raised more than $1,400, and 
Ms. Kalo’s pre-kindergarten class was named 
the highest performing classroom. As part 
of their prize, the students enjoyed an Olive 
Garden pasta party. 

“Projects like ‘Pennies for Patients’ not only 
teach our students the values of compassion 
and generosity,” said Superintendent Archie 
Perrin, “but they also teach them that by shar-
ing a seemingly small contribution, they can 
make a huge difference if they work together.”

JOHNSTON 2ND 
GRADERS RELEASE 
BUTTERfLIES 
As part of their science curriculum, second-
graders at Johnston elementary School 
studied the life cycle of butterflies by raising 
Painted Lady butterflies, which were released 
into nature in late April. When the students 
received the butterflies, they were in the 
chrysalis stage. The chrysalis is a hard shell 
that houses the caterpillars while they under-
go metamorphosis. 

For weeks, under the direction of teachers 
Laura Manella and Cindy Fligger, students fed 
and cared for the butterflies until they were 
mature enough to be released. On April 30, 
students excitedly released the butterflies into 
nature, having fully witnessed the life cycle of 
the Painted Lady Butterfly.

WILKINSBURG 8TH-GRADERS 
WORK WITH THE NINE MILE RUN 
WATERSHED ASSOCIATION TO 
LEARN ABOUT POLLUTION
As part of his lesson on pollution, Wilkinsburg 
Middle School teacher Regan Cupps part-
nered with the Nine Mile Run Watershed 
Association (NMRWA) to show his eighth-

continued on page 6
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SCHOOL from page 5

Office Space for Rent 

1717 Penn Avenue | Less than ½ mile from 
                                          Greensburg Pike 

Call Today!     412.242.5390 

2,396 sq. ft 
2,124 sq. ft 
1,830 sq. ft 
396 sq. ft 
330 sq. ft 

Rates starting 
at $7/sq. ft! 

grade science class how pollution affects Wilkinsburg’s drinking water. 

“i invited the NMRWA into my classroom earlier this year,” said Mr. 
Cupps. “i wanted them to see where the litter they throw on the 
ground ends up—in the water they drink!” 

Mr. Cupps then worked with the NMRWA to set up a field trip to Frick 
Park so that students could see first hand how their treatment of the 
environment affects their community’s water supply. They learned 
about such topics as stream restoration and invasive species. 

“Many of the students saw snakes, crayfish, and frogs for the first 
time,” said Mr. Cupps. “They seemed to really enjoy the experience.” 

Mr. Cupps and his class plan to follow up the field trip with a celebra-
tion in early June of all the initiatives taking place in the community to 
protect the environment. 

in observance of  World environment day, the Three Rivers 
Community Foundation (TRCF)  is planning a 9 Mile Run/1 Mile 
Walk on Saturday, June 5.  Working with the Nine Mile Run 
Watershed Association, the east end Food Co-Op, G-TeCH 
Strategies, and other partners, the run/walk will raise awareness of 
local, grassroots sustainability efforts, and will raise money for our 
new environmental justice fund in our grantmaking endowment – 
the Rachel Carson Fund.  The run will begin at 10 a.m. most likely 
at the Frick environmental Center in Squirrel Hill, and the walk will 
begin at 11:30 am at Westinghouse Park in Point Breeze.  Both will 
end at the Love Your Watershed day Festival at Trenton and South 
avenues in Wilkinsburg, where there will be food, music, live art 
demonstrations, and lots more.  We hope you’ll be able to join us,  
either as a runner, walker, or volunteer!  See www.wedrun.org for 
more details.

9 MILE RUN/1 MILE WALK

Eighth-graders in Regan Cupps science class take part in a field trip to 
Frick Park to learn about the environment. 
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BOYS AND  GIRLS CLUB Of WILKINSBURG
Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

The Wilkinsburg Boys and Girls Club summer day camp program 
is for children ages 5 to 13. The day camp, held at the club at 813 
South Avenue, offers sports, games, arts and crafts, computer and 
technology programs and swimming and field trips every Friday.

June 14 through August 13. (nine weeks)

The day camp has a staff to child ratio of 1:10. Cost is $65 per 
week. For further information and enrollment, please contact Bea or 
Ron at the club at 412-242-1211.

WILKINSBURG SCHOOL DISTRICT
Saturday, June 5 Wilkinsburg School district Fun Fest

WILKINSBURG BASEBALL ASSOCIATION
June 20 (Sunday) Playoffs Begin

June 26 (Saturday) 2 p.m. Parents vs. Coaches 
Championship Game

August 14 (Saturday) noon WBA Awards Picnic  
Highland Park

WILKINSBURG H.O.O.P.S  
(http://wilkinsburghoops.wordpress.com)

if interested in volunteering, please call 412-867-5882 or 
e-mail wilkinsburghoops@gmail.com 

June 14 6  p.m. Opening Night Festivities Hunter Park

June 15 
– July 23

regular season games (days TBd based on number of 
players)—all games played at Hunter Park unless rain.

July 24 noon Playoff games

July 25 2 p.m Championship Community day event

MAD DADS fATHER’S DAY EVE
June 19 (Saturday) noon-4 pm Center and Whitney

4th ANNUAL FATHeR’S dAY CeLeBRATiON to be held at Hamnet 
Bus Lot. There will be loads of music, football, games, and food. 

LIBRARY BOOK SALE & fLEA MARKET

June 4-12 Mon-Sat 10 a.m. - 5 p.m 605 Ross Avenue

The sale & flea market will be held Monday thru Saturday at the 
Wilkinsburg Library. Volunteers are needed.  Please contact: Betsy 
Swartz at 412-366-4372 or SWARTZB@EINETWORK.NE

ART IN THE PARK
New day—Artists will be announced shortly

Thursdays in June, July and  August 6:30 -8:15 pm

Open Mic nights— all performers invited to participate. if inter-
ested please call 412-876-5882 to get application. 

June 24, July 29, August 19

2010 WEEK Of HOPE CAMP 
Group Workcamps Foundation and  Pittsburgh Urban Christian 
School are searching for: senior citizens, single parents and families 
to partner with us at no cost for our 2010 Week of Hope Camp.

June 14 through July 30

SeRViCeS We CAN PROVide TO YOU ANd YOUR FAMiLY:

•	 Mowing,	gardening,	weeding,	trimming,	hedging

•	 Window	washing,	gutter	cleaning,	arrange	your	garage,	pick	up	
trash

•	 Doing	your	laundry,	cleaning	your	home,	arranging	storage	
shelves

•	 Organize	photos,	prepare	and	serve	meals,	participate	in	group	
devotions

•	 Anything	you	can	think	of	that	you	are	unable	to	do	on	your	own

For more information, visit the Group Workcamps Foundation web 
site at www.groupworkcamps.com. You can call Robin Frahm 
1-800-385-4545 x4477, Or  Pittsburgh Area Coordinator Kelli 
Frantik: 412-559-6219.

YOUTH PLACE 
June 21 thru 24 740 Franklin Avenue

Youth Place will kick-off their 1st Annual Summer Celebration.There 
will be recruitment dRiVe for summer jobs sign-up. Join in our: fun, 
games, dance contest, basketball, volleyball, dJ for music at this 
event, door & game prizes and daily cook-outs. For further informa-
tion contact:  Youth Place at 412-360-5122 or 412-377-1376.

HOSANNA HOUSE ANNIVERSARY
August 20 (Friday) Summer Nights event

COMMUNITY DAY
August 21 (Saturday)

Summer Events

HISTORICAL SOCIETY JUNE:
BOy sCOuts’ HistORy
The history of the Boy Scouts of America 
is the topic for the next meeting of the 
Wilkinsburg Historical Society, Monday, 
June 21, at 7:30 pm.  Attorney Mike 
Frachioni’s lecture and slide presentation 

feature highlights of 100 years of scouting in 
America.  Frachioni, a Scout leader in Penn 
Hills, suggests that former scouts may like 
to bring some “artifacts” or memorabilia 
from their days of scouting to add to the 
discussion and display. 

The program is free and begins at 7:30 p.m. 

in the Wesley Room of the South Avenue 
United Methodist Church.  Use the left rear 
entrance, which faces Ross Avenue. The 
public is welcome and encouraged to bring 
friends.  Refreshments will be served follow-
ing the meeting. For more information, call 
Joel at 412-244-2941.
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A Family Practice 

An East Liberty Family Health Care Center Office 

 

807 Wallace Ave 

Suite 201 

Wilkinsburg, PA 15221 

(412) 345‐7730 

 
ALL ARE WELCOME! We accept most insurance and 

have payment plans for the uninsured. 

ST. JAMES, HOLY ROSARY TO MERGE
Holy Rosary School in Homewood and St. James School in 
Wilkinsburg are coming together at St. James School to form the 
Sister Thea Bowman Catholic Academy. 

The move is one of several school closings and mergings 
announced by the diocese of Pittsburgh. 

“This consolidation will help maintain Catholic education in the inner 
city that is affordable and accessible to as many families as possi-
ble,” says Sr. delia Marie, a teacher at St. James. “it will also allow 
an improved educational program, the reduction and stabilization of 
tuition costs, and the expansion and improvement of the physical 
plant.” 

As part of the restructuring, the school will be offering both a 3- and 
a 4-year-old preschool program, as well as grades kindergarten to 
eighth grade. The school will be located in the St. James building. 

The name of the school was selected to honor Sister Thea 
Bowman, the granddaughter of slaves, who was born in Mississippi 
in 1937. Bowman, who died of cancer in 1990, was a Franciscan 
nun and an educator who helped found the institute for Black 
Catholic Studies at Xavier University in New Orleans.  

For more information about classes at Sister Thea Bowman Catholic 
Academy, call 412-242-3515.

Savor the season of
fresh, organic
produce.

O R G A N I C F A R E  • F R E S H P R O D U C E • L O C A L F O O D S

W O R L D C U I S I N E •  B R E A D S  &  D A I R Y  •  C O F F E E S

East End Food Co-op
7516 Meade Street, Pittsburgh, PA  51208
412-242-3598 • www.eastendfood.coop
Open to everyone, everyday, 8am-9pm


