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Work is scheduled to begin on refurbishing the parklet on Penn Avenue, including landscaping 
and moving the park stage to a more central location. The improvements were funded through 
money raised by Landmarks Community Capital Corporation, a subsidy of Pittsburgh History 
and Landmarks Foundation.

Wilkinsburg 
Park to get 
imProvements
Look for some improvements to the par-
klet on Penn Avenue this year. The park, 
centrally located across from Jean’s 
Southern Cuisine, has received funding 
for a makeover. Landmarks Community 
Capital Corporation, a nonprofit subsid-
iary of the Pittsburgh History & Landmarks 
Foundation, raised funds through the 
state’s Neighborhood Partnership Program, 
to make landscape improvements that 
will increase the usability of the park, and 
will provide a foundation for future park 
enhancements. Landmarks raised $20,700 
to fund the improvements. Tri-State Capital 
Bank was the business sponsor for the pro-
gram. 

Starting last fall, a diverse committee of 
individuals who are involved in Main Street 
and Wilkinsburg Borough activities, took 
part in discussions to refine the scope of 
the park improvements. Some of these 
include leveling the middle section of the 
park with new topsoil and lawn seed-
ing, pruning the existing trees in the park, 
and relocating the stage to a more central 
location next to the H&R Block building. 
The park re-design was completed by 
Landmarks Design Associates, and the 
work is being done by Eislert Landscapes. 

americorPs returns  
to Wilkinsburg
by Hannah Ufnar

In January, Americorps volunteers came together in Wilkinsburg for an all-day cleanup. On 
Saturday, May 8, the volunteers will return to build on the work they started.

A variety of projects will take place May 8, most of them around Whitney Avenue. Recycled 
materials gathered from the area will be used to create raised flower beds, provide materials 
for youth art projects, and be utilized in chip-board installations over abandoned home win-
dows. Fifty boards that were painted on MLK Day will be installed. 

AmeriCorps members in Pittsburgh, led by KEYS Service Corps, collaborated with local art-
ist Lazae LaSpina and the Whitney Avenue Art Gallery (WAAG) to create this May 8 service 
day. 

WAAG hopes to engage community members in the artistic process, illustrating 
Wilkinsburg’s potential and encouraging home buyers in the process.  

“By fixing up these abandoned houses, maybe we can turn this thing around and get peo-
ple into some of these homes—make them want to be there because there is a community 
that cares and that is trying to make a difference,” says Kimmy Miller, AmeriCorps KEYS 
service corps member.

Wilkinsburg residents, community organizations, schools, and families are welcome to par-
ticipate in this all-day event. 

aids aWareness  
concert
The internationally acclaimed Pittsburgh 
Gospel Choir is one of three choirs slated 
to perform during “There is a Balm in 
Gilead” concert, 4 p.m., Sunday, May 2,  
at Pentecostal Temple, 6300 East Liberty 
Boulevard. The Pittsburgh Gospel Choir, 

continued on page 2
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the Wilkinsburg School District, the Wilkinsburg 
Chamber of Commerce and the Wilkinsburg 

Community Development Corporation. The Sun 
is grateful for generous support from the West-
ern Pennsylvania School For The Deaf without 
which publication might not be possible. The 
Sun would also like to thank the Honorable 
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ing support of a community newsletter for the  

Borough of Wilkinsburg.
Please submit all articles and calendar 
events to: editor@wilkinsburgsun.com, 412-
901-5774, or by mail, P.O. Box 86064, 
Wilkinsburg, PA 15221. Please submit 
articles 6 weeks before publication and  

calendar events 4 weeks before  
publication. To advertise,  

e-mail adsales@wilkinsburgsun.com,  
or call  412-818-0333

The Sun accepts submitted articles  
provided they are related to Wilkinsburg 

and are civic-minded. The Sun reserves the 
right to withhold articles from print.

Please note that The Sun does not publish 
political or opinion pieces.

americorPs from page 1

YOUR AD  
COULD BE HERE

Call  
412-818-0333

email: adsales@wilkinsburgsun.com

which opened the G-20 Summit, is a multi-
age, multi-ethnic musical ensemble that 
performs American gospel music in the 
Western Pennsylvania region.  In addition 
to the Pittsburgh Gospel Choir, Mt. Ararat 
Baptist Church Mass Choir and All Nations 
Dance Company will perform at the concert, 
presented by Pittsburgh AIDS Task Force. 
Local religious leaders also will speak. 

For more information, call 412-345-0585 or 
e-mail aanderson@patf.org 

AmeriCorps is working with Global Links 
to collect any used medical supplies on 
the day of the May 8 clean-up. If you have 
unneeded but functioning crutches, walkers, 
wheelchairs, canes, or potty chairs, please 
consider donating them. Contact (412) 361-
3424 for more information. 

concert from page 1

The Greater Wilkinsburg Chamber of 
Commerce (GWCOC) holds board meet-
ings on the third Thursday of every month 
at 8 a.m. Meetings are open to chamber 
members and are held at the Wilkinsburg 
Borough building. To receive more infor-
mation about GWCOC or to sign up for 
upcoming events please visit our website at 
wilkinsburgchamber.com or call 412-242-
0234.

DON’T MISS THE WILKINSBURG 
FARMER’S MARKET 

EVERY THURSDAY 

JUNE 17 through NOVEMBER 18

3 – 6 p.m.

Ross Avenue Parking Lots

Local farmers will be on hand with a variety 
of fresh vegetables, fruits, baked goods, 
flowers and more!

Greater  
WilkinsburG 
Chamber of 
CommerCe

summer Fun 

Look for our Summer Fun 
pages in next month’s Sun. Lots 
of stuff to do, from Jazz in the 
Park to Community Day, ball 
games, farmers’ market, and 
much more. If you would like 
to see your event in the Summer 
Fun issue, send the information 
to editor@wilkinsburgsun.com, 
or mail it to Wilkinsburg Sun, 
PO Box 86064, Wilkinsburg, 
Pa., 15221. Please be aware that 
we can’t guarantee placement, 
but we will do our best to fit 
everything in. Hope it’s a great 
summer. 
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Wilkinsburg Borough Council

Mayor John Thompson 
412.244.2920 

mayorjt@choiceonemail.com

1sT ward 
blackridge 

turner school 
hunter park area

Barbara Ervin
412.244.4939 ext. 314

Eugenia Moore 
Council President 

412.371.5337

Paige Trice 
412 871-5367

2nd ward 
beacon hill 

princeton park  
johnston school area

Jason Cohn 
Council Vice President  

412.241.4536 
jcohn@wilkinsburgpa.gov

Vanessa McCarthy-Johnson 
412.867.5882 

vmccarthyjohnson@wilkinsburgpa.gov

Pamela Macklin 
412.242-4448 

macklin4council@aol.com

3rd ward 
high school 
kelly school 

regent square area

Michael Lefebvre 
412.243-9978 

mlefebvre@wilkinsburgpa.gov

Carl Lewis 
412.403.2910 

cdlewiss@hotmail.com

Tracey Evans 
412.244.9588 

t.evans@wilkinsburgpa.gov

Problems with trash pick-up?
Call 412-244-2923

Mayor’s Office   
412-224-2920

Borough Manager        
412-244-2900  ext 101

Borough Receptionist      
412-244-2900 ext 101

Finance Dept.                
412-244-2948

Code Enforcement       
412-244-2923

Public Works Dept.      
412-244-2934

IMPorTAnT nuMbers

Visit the Borough’s Website 
at: www.wilkinsburgpa.gov

wilkinsburg borough

Police Dept. Emergency   
911

Police Non-Emergency   
412-473-3056

Police Hotline (Complaint line)  
412-244-4300

Police Chief   
412-244-2915

Fire Emergency   
911

Fire Chief   
412-244-2931

MAY MEETINGS

3 Wilkinsburg Planning  
Commission

6 p.m. Wilkinsburg Borough Building  
605 Ross Ave.

5 Wilkinsburg Borough Council 
planning session 

7 p.m Wilkinsburg Borough Building  
605 Ross Ave.

19 Wilkinsburg Borough Council 
legislative meeting

7 p.m. Wilkinsburg Borough Building  
605 Ross Ave.

BOROUGH BRIEFS
Winning Web site Wilkinsburg’s redesigned Web site, www.wilkinsburgpa.gov, 
received a second place award in the 2010 Borough News Annual Municipal Website 
contest. Pennsylvania Borough News, the official magazine of the Pennsylvania State 
Association of Boroughs, recognized the improved Web site, which underwent a major 
overhaul before making its debut in January 2009. 

The site was developed by Rebecca Avenue resident Ashley Deal and S. Braddock 
Avenue resident Kate Luxembourg, who volunteered time for the project. The new site 
has a search field that allows residents to type in their address and find out specific 
information such as polling places, garbage and recycling days and council contact 
information. 

Residents can now download code enforcement complaint forms, and can find infor-
mation about schools, profiles of parks, emergency service information and contact 
information for council members and borough staff. 

neW outlook Wilkinsburg’s Borough Building is looking better these days, thanks 
to a grant from the Municipal Building Renovation Project. Along with funds for roof 
replacement, boiler replacement and a space allocation study, the building received 66 
new windows, which were replaced at a total cost of $78,664. 

recYcling PaYs oFF Wilkinsburg has received a Municipal Recycling Program 
Grant from the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection that will fund up 
to 90 percent of the cost of the borough’s recycling program. The borough can use the 
grant to create an educational program, to find markets for recyclable materials, to buy 
collection and processing equipment, to develop a composting program, and more.   

Berkheimer  
Tax Administrator 
866-227-4716

Adult Library   
412-244-2940

Children’s Library   
412-244-2944

Eastridge Library   
412-342-0056

Weed and Seed  
412-244-0643
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Wilkinsburg school District

Kelly students race to answer questions, as 
teachers cheer them on.) 

Wilkinsburg HigH scHool students Win big 
at innovative design contest

Two teams of Wilkinsburg High School students attained Best Innovation honors in the 
University of Pittsburgh’s fifth annual Innovative Design Competition held earlier this year at 
Soldiers and Sailors Memorial Hall. One of those teams also went on to achieve Best Design 
and second place overall, along with $2,000 scholarships and paid summer internships at the 
University of Pittsburgh. In honor of their achievement, all winning students were presented with 
medals and Einstein Awards for Innovation.

The High School Innovative Design Competition engages students as both scientists and engi-
neers, charged with the task of designing creative solutions to difficult problems. In the field 
of physics, juniors Frenchie Skeffery and Monsae’ Jones, led by teacher Jim Bilka, won Best 
Design, Best Innovation, and overall second-place for their design of an artificial limb called The 
Cloud Nine. The Cloud Nine enables its user to apply a gripping force to an object that needs to 
be lifted or moved. Frenchie and Monsae’ also received $2,000 scholarships and paid summer 
internships in Pitt’s John A. Swanson Center for Product Realization. 

In the field of Chemistry, sophomores Alexandra Porter, Jordan Howard, Jason Paylor, and 
Tisha Harris, along with junior Jalisa Fields, won first place in Innovation and Best in Science for 
their design of a cooling system for the bullet-proof vest. Their motivation came from the knowl-
edge that such vests have been proven to raise body temperatures to unhealthy levels. Led by 
teachers Rick Domm and Lawson Shaw, the team has plans to partner with the local police 
department to put the Cooling Off Protective System to use. 

Other high schools who participated in the competition include: Woodland Hills, McKeesport, 
North Catholic, Steel Valley, and Westinghouse. 

kellY students Host Parents during Pssa nigHt 

In preparation of PSSA testing which began in early April, students at Kelly Elementary hosted 
their parents for an evening of educational games that sharpened students’ problem-solving 
and analytical skills. Games were run in a quiz show-style format, and students in grades 3 to 6 
competed in teams to answer the most questions correctly. 

Each grade level was divided into four teams, and one team member represented his or her 
team during each question. Questions were taken from the subjects of Reading and Math, and 
students were given small dry-erase boards on which to write their answers.  The student who 
held up the correct answer in the fastest time earned a point for his or her team. 

“WHs contest winners pictured with teachers Lawson shaw, Jim bilka, and rick Domm.” 

Students were cheered on by teachers, 
classmates and parents as they put their 
knowledge to the test. The evening of games 
gave students the chance to show off their 
abilities, while receiving valuable clarification 
of more difficult concepts. Students and par-
ents enjoyed a pizza dinner before the games 
began. 

Wilkinsburg  Middle School/High School is 
having a book fair the week of May 3 - 7.  
There will be a community night with a bake 
sale on Thursday, May 6, from 3 to 6 p.m., 
and all members of the community are wel-
come.  The proceeds from the book fair will 
go to buying new library books.

First graders com-
Pete in matH madness 
comPetition

First graders from Johnston, Kelly, and 
Turner competed in the March Math 
Madness Competition at Kelly on March 
30. Students went head to head to see 
who could answer the most addition and 
subtraction problems correctly and in 
the fastest time. Students who answered 
incorrectly were eliminated until only one 
student was left standing. Kelly student 
Angel Webster was crowned the winner.  
Anthony Williams and Jordan Turner were 
recognized as the top contestant for 
Turner and Johnston, respectively

Kelly first-grader Angel Webster celebrates 
after winning the competition
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Brittany Apartments 
1717 Penn Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA 15221 
412.242.2407 
www.BrittanyApartments.com 

◊ FREE indoor parking 
◊ No gas bill! 
◊ Laundry facilities on each floor 
◊ 24-hour emergency maintenance 
◊ Transportation at entrance of building 

◊ Studios from $476 
◊ 1 BR from $576 
◊ 2 BR from $697 

Call to find out 
how to get a 

FREE gift card! 

Office Space for Rent 

1717 Penn Avenue | Less than ½ mile from 
                                          Greensburg Pike 

Call Today!     412.242.5390 

2,396 sq. ft 
2,124 sq. ft 
1,830 sq. ft 
396 sq. ft 
330 sq. ft 

Rates starting 
at $7/sq. ft! 

beautiFul 
block  
Project
Wilkinsburg Weed & Seed and 
KEYS AmeriCorps are pleased 
to announce the 1st Annual 
Beautiful Block Project in  
celebration of National 
AmeriCorps Week

               May 8, 2010

Do you need some help beautifying your yard or a vacant lot in your 
neighborhood?

Wilkinsburg Weed & Seed and KEYS AmeriCorps are looking to 
beautify 3 blocks in each of the 3 wards in Wilkinsburg by cleaning 
up vacant lots, people’s yards, planting flowers, etc. to make a vis-
ible difference in each neighborhood.

If you know of a neighborhood that would benefit from having 
volunteers help with making our community cleaner and greener, 
please complete the following form and return it to:

Gail Mitchell Hall, Wilkinsburg Weed & Seed, Site Coordinator 
Wilkinsburg Borough Building 
605 Ross Avenue 
Wilkinsburg, PA  15221 
412-244-0643 
or by email: gmitchell@wilkinsburgpa.gov

Name

Address

Phone Number 

Email

Ward

If you do not know your Ward, go to www.Wilkinsburgpa.gov and 
you can get that information.

Description of requested work
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under the ownsership of Gus Greenlee, the Pittsburgh Crawfords were called the “Yankees of 
Black Baseball” and were ranked with the best teams for five years. This season was the first great 
Pittsburgh Crawfords team. Manager-firstbaseman Oscar Charleston was joined on the roster by 
satchel Paige, Josh Gibson, Judy Johnson, Jud Wilson, rap Dixon and Ted “Double Duty” 
radcliffe...

Wilkinsburg Historical societY
 May 17, 2010 Meeting

baseball’s Crawfords – a Pictorial history
The Wilkinsburg Historical Society’ s April program features the Crawfords, Pittsburgh’s remarkable black baseball team of the 1930s. 

Jerome Garrett’s slide show will chronicle the history of the Crawfords from their founding by “Teenie” Harris as the Crawford Colored 
Giants, through their glory years as national champions and the Hall of Fame induction of five 
of their players.  Mr. Garrett is an avid gardener, co-creator of the Stone Soup community 
garden, current Vice-President of the Wilkinsburg School Board and a member of the Kiwanis 
Club of Wilkinsburg.

The program is free and begins at 7:30 pm in the Wesley Room of the South Avenue United 
Methodist Church.  Use the left rear entrance, which faces Ross Avenue. The public is wel-
come and encouraged to bring friends.  Refreshments will be served following the meeting. 
For more information, call Joel at 412-244-2941.

The Wilkinsburg Historical Society meets on the third Monday of the month, March through 
November, at 7:30 pm, in the Wesley Room of South Avenue United Methodist Church.  
Varied programs on local history follow our brief business meetings.  We feature an antiques 
appraisal show every August and offer opportunities for members to become involved in pre-
serving the history of the borough.  The public is always welcome and meetings are free.

meals on WHeels 
The Wilkinsburg Community Ministry is 
looking for volunteer drivers and help-
ers to deliver meals to senior citizens in 
Wilkinsburg. Volunteer as little as one day 
per month for two hours, or as many days 
as you are able. Volunteers are needed 
Monday through Friday, during lunch hours. 
Please contact Jennifer Matich at 412-241-
8072 if you would like to help your commu-
nity by delivering or helping to deliver Meals 
on Wheels. 

 

get PublisHed
If you would like to get your community 
news announcement into the Sun, or if you 
have a story idea, we would love to hear 
from you. You can e-mail us at editor@
wilkinsburgsun.com, or call 412-901-5774, 
or send your announcement to Wilkinsburg 
Sun, PO Box 86064, Pittsburgh, Pa., 15221. 
Below are our community news deadlines 
for the rest of the year. 

    ISSUE DEADLINE

June/July Friday, May 7 

August  Friday, July 9 

September Friday, August 6 

October Friday, September 3 

November Friday, October 1 

December/January Friday, November 5 

MEALSONWHEELS
association of america

block clubs
There are several active block clubs in 
Wilkinsburg. The clubs are entirely orga-
nized and driven by residents who are 
volunteers and activists, and who care 
deeply about the future of our community. 
Participation in a block club is an effective 
way to stay involved and create positive 

change in your neighborhood.

If you would like to have your organization 
listed on the Wilkinsburg Borough Web site, 
or if you would like information on getting 
a block club started for your area, please 
contact Gail Mitchell Hall, Wilkinsburg Weed 
and Seed coordinator, at 412-244-0643, or 
e-mail Gmitchell@wilkinsburgpa.gov. 

Advertise in the 
Wilkinsburg sun

412-818-0333
or

email: adsales@wilkinsburgsun.com
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Open to Everyone,
Everyday 8am-9pm.

O R G A N I C F A R E  • F R E S H P R O D U C E • L O C A L F O O D S

W O R L D C U I S I N E •  B R E A D S  &  D A I R Y  •  C O F F E E S

East End Food Co-op
7516 Meade Street, Pittsburgh, PA  15208
412-242-3598 • www.eastendfood.coop
In the Factory Building, Point Breeze
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