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Recently, one of Wilkinsburg’s 
own—Michael Johnson—was 
honored as one of New Pittsburgh 
Courier’s Fab 40. 

The Fab 40 awards honor a 
group of African-American adults 
under the age of 40 who exhibit 
outstanding leadership and investing 
in their communities.

Johnson has a heart for the 
next generation and is the CEO of 
Opening Doors for Kids, Inc. “We 
are a place where youth and their 
families can come to obtain services 
and participate in activities that are 
exciting and innovative,” explained 
Johnson. 

The mission of Open Doors 
is to serve the youth in Allegheny 
County, explained Johnson, by 
providing services and activities with 
“compassion, care and diligence” in 
a way that makes a difference in the 
community at large.

Its offerings include a 
journalism program, mentoring, a youth 
employment service, and a talk show for teens. 
The talk show, called Teen Buzz, airs on PCTV 
Channel 21 and is produced by Johnson.

Johnson, who along with his siblings, went 
to Wilkinsburg schools, is the single father of 
a 9-year-old son and a registered foster parent. 
He believes that we need to provide safe 
environments for our children to learn and 
experience a sense of community. 

Recently, he has agreed to fill a vacant seat 
on the Wilkinsburg School Board (see page 5).

Johnson credits his upbringing for his 
ambition and accomplishments. “Coming up, 

I was taught that you didn’t have to be 
rich to make a difference or to leave your 
mark,” said Johnson, “You just had to find 

what you were good at, stick to it and never 
give up on your dreams. And those values 
brought me to where I am today.”

His other professional involvements 
include the CEO Elite Club and the Young 
Entrepreneurs Association.

Johnson has a real affection for 
Wilkinsburg and cites one of its strengths 
as strong community pride. When asked 
what his favorite spot in the Borough is, 
he replied, Wood and Penn Restaurant 
on Wood St. “I go there a lot because 
you never know  who you might see from 
Wilkinsburg that you have not seen in 
years, and as a child that was a store we 
loved to go to as a family.”

Wilkinsburg’s Mike Johnson Chosen for Fab 40

Michael Johnson

The Wilkinsburg Community 
Development Corporation (WCDC) led a 
campaign to get a referendum on the April 
24 primary election ballot that would allow 
restaurants to apply for liquor licenses 
from the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
but fell short of the 2,010 signatures that 
were required. 

During a three-week collection period, 
15 local businesses and 19 volunteer 
residents collected 844 signatures from 
registered voters and spread awareness.

Volunteer Marlee Gallagher said this 
was a great way to meet her neighbors. “I 
met several wonderful neighbors who were 
very enthusiastic about overturning the 

Liquor Referendum 
Doesn’t Make Ballot, 
But Could in 2015

For those of you who are used to getting 
your copy of The Sun in your Pennysaver, 
we are no longer able to deliver that way 
as the Pennysaver no longer circulates in 
Wilkinsburg. But never fear: All you have to 
do to ensure you never miss another issue is 
go to http://eepurl.com/v0iBP and sign up to 
receive a link to each and every issue via email 
just as soon as they hit the street.

SubScribe to the Sun by email
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by the volunteer Wilkinsburg Community 
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Wilkinsburg Borough, the Wilkinsburg 
School District, the Wilkinsburg Chamber of 
Commerce and the Wilkinsburg Community 

Development Corporation. The Sun is 
printed by Knepper Press. 

Please submit all articles and calendar 
events to: editor@wilkinsburgsun.com,  

or by mail, P.O. Box 86064, Wilkinsburg, 
PA 15221. Please submit articles 6 weeks 

before publication and  
calendar events 4 weeks before  

publication. To advertise,  
e-mail adsales@wilkinsburgsun.com,  

or call 412.916.1790. The Sun accepts 
submitted articles provided they are related 

to Wilkinsburg and are civic-minded. The 
Sun reserves the right to withhold articles 
from print. Please note that The Sun does 

not publish political or opinion pieces.

Sign up to receive The Sun by email at http://
eepurl.com/v0iBP and friend us on Facebook.

LIQUOR LICENSES, from page 1

Anita McKeithen (Meals on Wheels Manager) and Ann Greider (Executive Director) delivering 
meals for the seniors of Wilkinsburg as they do not have enough volunteers to cover every route.  If 
you would like to help by delivering for them, it can be as little as once a month.  11:00 -1:00 Mon 
thru Fri. Please call 412 241-8072.

 A  free program about housing 
services available in Wilkinsburg is 
being held on Wednesday, April 10 from 
6-8 p.m. at the Landmarks Housing 
Resource Center at 744 Rebecca Ave. in 
Wilkinsburg.

Presenters include Rebuilding 
Together Pittsburgh, Habitat for Humanity, 
Wilkinsburg Christian Housing, 
NeighborWorks, and others!

Information will be available on low 
and no-cost services, including home 
repairs, weatherization, services to senior 
citizens, veterans, and low-income families, 
and homebuyer education and counseling 
services.

RSVP to Rebecca by phone 
412.727.7855 or email.

ban on liquor licenses” she said. “There 
were only a handful of people who I asked 
to sign that declined, and usually that was 
because they were not a registered voter.”

A representative from the 
Pennsylvania Liquor Control Board was 

available to answer questions at a public 
meeting that was held this past January. 
Many residents and business owners were 
in favor of the initiative, while some were 
unsure about how it would affect the 
community. The WCDC provided a Q&A 
sheet to answer the questions that surfaced 
during the meeting, which is available at 
www.wilkinsburgcdc.org/liquor. 

The WCDC plans to pursue the 
referendum again in two years. The total 
amount of signatures required is based 
on the general election in the preceding 
fall. In 2015, the number of necessary 
signatures will likely be less, because it will 
not be following a presidential election.

A mass choir is forming to sing with 
the Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra (PSO) 
in celebration of the 10th anniversary of 
their concerts in Wilkinsburg. 

Volunteers are needed to sing in the 
choir.

The PSO performs the concert as 
a fundraiser for the Wilkinsburg music 
department to help them buy instruments 
for students.

Rehearsals for the volunteer choir are 
the following Tuesdays at the Wilkinsburg 
High School auditorium:

April 9 at 7 p.m.
April 16 at 7 p.m.
April 30 at 7 p.m.
There will be a dress rehearsal in 

May at Heinz Hall with the orchestra and 
conductor to be announced.

The Wilkinsburg PSO concert 
is Friday, May 24 at 7 p.m. in the 
Wilkinsburg High School auditorium.
Tickets are $10. 

Singers Needed 
for Mass Choir to 
Perform with PSO

Free Services Offered to Home 
Owners and Prospective Buyers



 www.wilkinsburgsun.com 3

UPCOMING MEETINGS

3/7 (Thurs.) 6 p.m. Wilkinsburg Planning Commission

4/10 (Wed.) 7 p.m. Council Legislative Session

4/17 (Wed.) 6:30 p.m. Council Planning Session

4/18 (Thurs.) 5:30 p.m. Parks & Recreation Meeting

4/18 (Thurs.) 6:30 p.m. Wilkinsburg Community Art & Civic Design Commission

5/1 (Wed.) 6:30 p.m. Council Planning Session

5/2 (Thurs.) 6 p.m. Wilkinsburg Planning Commission

5/8 (Wed.) 7 p.m. Council Legislative Session

All meetings will take place in the Wilkinsburg Borough Building, 605 Ross Avenue.

WilkinsBurg Borough
www.wilkinsburgpa.gov

IMPORTANT NUMBERS
Mayor’s Office   
(412) 244-2920

Borough Manager    
(412) 244-2900 ext 101

Borough Receptionist    
(412) 244-2900 ext 101

Finance Dept.    
(412) 244-2948

Code Enforcement    
(412) 244-2923

Public Works Dept.    
(412) 244-2934

Police Emergency   
911

Police Non-Emergency  
(412) 473-3056

Police Hotline (Complaint)  
(412) 244-4300

Police Chief  
(412) 244-2915

Fire Emergency  
911

Fire Chief  
(412) 244-2931

Berkheimer  
Tax Administrator 
(866) 227-4716

Adult Library 
(412) 244-2940

Children’s Library 
(412) 244-2944

Eastridge Library 
(412) 342-0056

For more information visit www.wilkinsburgcdc.org/vprp      
Fill out an application today—you could be living happily ever after—tomorrow

It’s where vacant houses become loving homes 
and it’s working in Wilkinsburg.

Have you heard about the
Allegheny County Vacant Property Recovery Program?

WCDC.VPRPhouse2homeBusTimes_Layout 1  1/23/13  11:10 AM  Page 1

Wilkinsburg Borough requires the 
registration of tenant information in order 
to ensure adequate provision of public 
safety services and to properly invoice 
persons living in the Borough for tax 

collection and other Borough services.  
The law provides as follows:  

“…every person owning property 

within the Borough of Wilkinsburg which is 

rented, in whole or in part, for residential or 

commercial purposes, 

shall certify to the 

Borough on forms 

which may be obtained 

in the Borough Office, 

the name, mailing 

address and telephone 

number of the owner 

and of all tenants 

occupying the rental 

property…the annual 

certification shall be 

accompanied by a filing fee of $10.00 per unit 

(whether occupied or not)...If a change in 

tenant occupancy occurs mid-year, the owner 

shall provide to the Borough the new tenant 

information within fifteen (15) days of the 

change occurring but shall not be subject to a 

new filing fee except at the annual certification.    

Failing to comply with the 
requirements of the law may result in 
fines of  not less than $200, or more 
than $1,000, plus costs. Each day that 
the violation continues shall constitute a 
separate offense.

The information may be submitted 
electronically in an Excel or text delimited 
format to TR@wilkinsburgpa.gov.

If residents have questions or require 
assistance, they can contact the Code 
Enforcement Office at 412-244-2923.

On Saturday, May 
19, yard waste will be 
picked up from the curb of 
Wilkinsburg residents. Any 
of the following can be put 
in large brown paper bags or 
cardboard boxes (no plastic 
bags or loose material):

• leaves
• garden waste
• tree trimmings (less
than 1” diamerter only, please)
• shrubbery, chipped or cut
Residents should place paper bags or 

boxes near the curb, in front of their house 
before 9 a.m. 

The Borough will pick them up and 
make compost from them. The compost 
will be available for all residents.

Get Ready for Great Spring 
Yard Waste Pick Up!

Help Wanted

Wilkinsburg crossing guards  are 
needed. Applications are available 

from borough manager at the Borough 
building  on the first floor. The 

starting salary: $8 per hour..

Registration of Tenants Is Required to Comply with Law

YARD

WASTE

ONLY
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WCDC CALENDAR

4/4 (Thurs.) 8:30-10 a.m. Business District Safety Meeting—WCDC office

4/25 (Thurs.) 6-8 p.m.. Small Business Financing Worship—Hosanna House
807 Wallace Ave.

5/2 (Thurs.) 8:30-10 a.m. Business District Safety Meeting—WCDC office

5/18 (Sat.) 9–11 a.m. WCDC Board Meeting—WCDC, 1001 Wood St..

WCdC
www.wilkinsburgcdc.org

Al’s Fish and Chicken: Expanding a Small Business

You can help by sending a tax-deductible 
contribution to: 
WCDC Office, 1001 Wood St., 
Wilkinsburg, PA 15221
OR donate online at
wilkinsburgcdc.org
412.727.7855 • 412.871.3149 (fax)
info@wilkinsburgcdc.org

Alaa Aqra, proprietor of Al’s Fish and 
Chicken, has operated a small take-out 
restaurant at the corner of Penn Ave. and 
Coal St. in Wilkinsburg since 2010. As 
part of his plans to grow the business, Aqra 
has plans to upgrade his restaurant’s façade 
and he would like to provide convenient, 
well-lighted parking for customers. 
However, the two-story building is situated 
on busy Penn Ave. on a small corner lot 
that currently has insufficient space for 
off-street parking. 

“People perceive Wilkinsburg to be 
an unsafe area, although that’s not really 
the case,” he says. “However, I don’t want 

my customers to feel uncomfortable when 
they come to pick up food at my restaurant 
because they can’t park safely on Penn Ave. 
or Coal St.” Aqra says that the potential 
solution is in his own backyard. A vacant 
house at 912 Coal St. sits on a 30 x 60-foot 
lot immediately adjacent to the restaurant. 
Like many derelict properties, the house 
is filled with rodents and debris, posing 
hazards to the neighborhood. 

Opportunity for Improvement 
An immigrant from Palestine who 

lives with his wife and two small children 
in nearby Blackridge, Aqra is active in the 

 Al Aqra of Al’s Fish and Chicken, local business owner who wants to improve Wilkinsburg.

community and attends meetings of the 
Wilkinsburg Community Development 
Corporation (WCDC). 

At a WCDC meeting, he learned 
about the Allegheny County Vacant 
Property Recovery Program (VPRP) and 
saw a cost-effective opportunity to acquire 
the abandoned house, demolish it, and 
gain ownership of a large lot that would 
provide space for parking.   

Aqra applied to the program in 
May 2012. Applicants must provide a 
plan of action and proof that they have 
the financial resources to carry out the 
project. “I had to provide estimates 
from demolition companies and proof 
of insurance,” he says. An appraisal was 
conducted and a conditional title transfer 
is expected to take place by mid-2013. Aqra 
has six months after the title transfer to 
complete the demolition. After passing an 
inspection he will own the property.

Aqra, who also works as a court 
interpreter, runs a translation service, and 
is completing his M.B.A. degree at Point 
Park University, says that VPRP offers a 
great opportunity to small business owners 
in Wilkinsburg. “I appreciate the resources 
provided by the WCDC. I hope more 
residents and businesses take advantage of 
the program. Wilkinsburg is a great place 
to live and work and I want it to grow and 
improve.”
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School District
www.wilkinsburgschools.org

On March 26, Michael A. Johnson 
was sworn in as the newest member. of 
the Wilkinsburg School District Board of 
Directors at the board’s legislative session.

Johnson is the founder and Chief 
Executive Officer at Opening Doors for 
Kids, Inc., a nonprofit organization which 
promotes the development of young people 
in achieving their full physical, intellectual, 
social and spiritual potential.  

He was born and raised in 
Wilkinsburg and credits his desire to serve 
the community to the many educators in 
his life, which made a lasting impression 
on him.  Johnson is also a 2013 New 
Pittsburgh Courier Fab 40 nominee. This 
annual award honors a select group of 
young men and women recognized by the 
readers of the New Pittsburgh Courier for 
their outstanding accomplishments. For 
more about Johnson, see The Sun’s story on 
page 1. 

Johnson replaces a board director who 
resigned due to job responsibilities. In 
addition to fulfilling the remainder of the 
term for this year, he plans to run for an 
open Board seat in May.

Wilkinsburg student Oseia Afoxe, 
who is enrolled in the Child Care Services 
program at Forbes Road Career and 
Technology Center, was inducted into 
the National Technical Honor Society on 
March 5. 

She was the only student from the 
Wilkinsburg School District to receive this 

The Wilkinsburg School District has 
been awarded an ExxonMobil Educational 
Alliance Grant Award.  The $500 grant is 
made possible by Lehigh Gas Corporation 
and the Exxon Gas station located at 
2110 Ardmore Boulevard in Wilkinsburg.  
300 schools were nominated for grants 
to support math and science education.  
These grants are designed to help schools 
purchase supplemental learning tools such 
as science lab supplies, iPads, graphing 
calculators or to fund math and science 
related field trips. The grant will be used 
to support student achievement within the 
Math program. 

honor. The district partners with Forbes 
Road Career and Technology center for 
technical, academic, human relations, and 
life-long learning skills. Students in grades 
nine through twelve attend on either a 
half-day or full-day basis. 

Child Care Service program 
participants receive practical experience 
in a Child Care facility and learn all the 
phases of child development.

Afoxe was also named student of the 
month for March 2013 for Wilkinsburg 
High School. This is her second time 
being named student of the month for 
her outstanding personality and academic 
achievement. The student of the month 
award was given by the High School 
Principal Stephen Puskar.

WILKINSBURG SCHOOL
DISTRICT CALENDAR

R

April 1-2—No School. Spring recess
April 8–19: PSSA Reading & Math (Gr. 3- 8 

& 11)
April 9—School board planning session, 7 

p.m.
April 15—No School. 1/2 clerical day; 1/2 

parent conferences.
April 16—School board legislative session, 7 

p.m.
April 18—Spring photos.
 —MS Award Ceremony, HS Auditorium
April 18 -22: PSSA Writing (Gr. 5, 8 & 11
April 19—Turner: Awards Assembly
 —Spring Fling: Cafeteria 1:30 p.m.
April 22-26—PSSA Science (Gr.4, 8 & 11)
April 29-May 3—PSSA (Gr. 3-8 & 11)
April 30—No School. ACT 80 Day.

R

May 9—Spring Concert/HS Band Concert, 
HS Auditorium, 7 p.m.

 —Kelly School: Muffins with Mom
May 11—Elementary Music Banquet, HS 

Auditorium, 2 p.m.
May 14—School board planning session, 7 

p.m.
May 17—Turner: Muffins with Mom
May 21—No School. ACT 80 Day.
May 24 PSO 10th Anniversary Concert, HS 

Auditorium, 7 p.m.
May 27—No School. Memorial Day.
May 28—No School. Act 80 Day.
May 29—SCHOOL PICNIC. No School.
May 30—Kelly: Field Day (1st & 2nd)

Afoxe Receives Double Honors

Johnson Sworn in as 
Replacement Board 
Member

ExxonMobil Awards 
Grant to School District
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Family Story Times at the Children’s 
Library!

Every Monday from 11:30 a.m. to 
noon, children ages 6 months to 6 years 
and their caregivers share songs, stories, 
and fun with the librarian!

New Children’s Librarian
Emily Bryan-Reeder began as the 

new Children’s Department librarian on 
February 1. 

New at the Library
Junk-Box Jewelry: 25 DIY Low Cost (or 

No Cost) Jewelry Projects by Sarah Drew.  
“Clear, bright photographs demonstrate 
the steps for making such pieces as a ‘Sea-
Jewel Pendant’ made from beach glass or a 
stone; a ‘Newsstand Necklace,’ with beads 
crafted from rolled-up magazine pages; and 
a ‘Toolbox Bracelet’ created from nuts, 
bolts, chains, and other objects”—Publishers 
Weekly.

Check Out the Library!

Jim Butler, President 
NMLS ID # 139251 

 PROFESSIONAL MORTGAGE CONNECTION, LLC 
NMLS ID: 127881 

(Licensed by the PA Department of Banking) 

Preferred Lender: 
412-672-5060 

NMLS ID# 688561 

A NeighborWorks Workshop for 
first-time home buyers who are purchasing 
a home that needs a little “tender loving 
care” will be offered on Saturday, April 6 
at 710 Fifth Ave. in Pittsburgh from 8:30 
a.m.- 12:30 p.m. 

Refreshments will be provided. 
Interested parties can register by calling 
412.281.1100, ext. 121.

Wilkinsburg Historical 
Society to Meet

The Wilkinsburg Historical Society 
will meet Monday, April 15 at 7:30 
p.m. in the South Avenue United 
Methodist Church Wesley Room  at                                     
733 South Avenue.

The public is welcome. Refreshments 
will be served. For additional information, 
call 412.371.7421.

Blue Monday by 
Nicci French. “With its 
brooding atmosphere, 
sustained suspense, 
last-minute plot twist, 
and memorable cast of 
characters, this series 
debut will leave readers eager to discover 
what color Tuesday will be. French is the 
husband-wife writing team of Sean French 
and Nicci Gerard”—Publishers Weekly. 

Alzheimer Workshop
The library will host “Am I 

Experiencing a Senior Moment?” workshop 
on Tuesday, April 16. Attendees will learn 
about Alzheimer disease. Representatives 
from Alzheimer Outreach Center and 
the University of Pittsburgh will be there. 
Contact Marita Garrett at 412.692.2722 or 
the library at 412.244.2940 to reserve your 
free seat.

First-Time Home 
Buyers Workshop
Offered for Free
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Greater Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce
P.O. Box 86064, Wilkinsburg, Pa 15221 •  412.242.0234
info@wilkinsburgchamber.com

www.wilkinsburgchamber.com
ChamBer of CommerCe

Member Spotlight: DRV, Inc.
Wilkinsburg is home to DRV, Inc., a Pennsylvania corporation founded in 1981 with 

a sales territory including Pennsylvania, West Virginia, Northern Ohio, New York and 
Southern New Jersey. They have twenty employees, five of whom are assigned to outside 
sales, six to inside support, four to control engineering, two to panel construction, and 
three to field service and startup.

DRV specializes in professionally presenting the products and the manufacturer to 
the customer. Their products and engineering services include:

• Servo controllers and servo drives including AC servo motors and brushless servo 
motors

• Actuators - mechanical actuators, belt drive actuators, ball screw actuators
• Gear reducers – planetary gear reducers, worm reducers
• Drives – open loop variable frequency drives, closed loop vector drives, DC drives
• Engineered products – Programmable Field Temperature Module, Bubbler Systems 

for Level
• Control, Replacement system for existing Autocon Control Panels
DRV strives to provide tailored customer service as necessary for engineering 

assistance or computer aided drafting and more. In addition to their engineering 
and system integration services, they also serve as a distributor, selling their products 
regionally.

The Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce is proud to have DRV, Inc. as a long time 
member.

DRV, Inc. 
1 DRV Drive 
Pittsburgh, PA 15221 
Phone : (412) 247-4816 Fax : (412) 247-0821
Check out DRV at http://www.drv-inc.com/

Your Participation

If you would like to join the Chamber of Commerce, please contact Vanessa 
McCarthy-Johnson at info@wilkinsburgchamber.com.

The National Society of High School 
Scholars (NSHSS) announced that City 
Charter High School student Breonna 
Johnson from Wilkinsburg has been 
selected for membership. The society 
recognizes top scholars and invites only 
those students who have achieved superior 
academic excellence. The announcement 
was made by NSHSS Founder and 
Chariman Claes Nobel, a senior member 
of the family that established the Nobel 
Prizes. 

“On behalf of NSHSS, I am honored 
to recognize the hard work, sacrifice, 
and commitment that Bronna has 
demonstrated to achieve this exceptional 
level of academic excellence,” said Nobel. 

“Breonna is now a member of a unique 
commmunity of scholars—a community 
that represents our very best hope for the 
future.”

NSHSS President James Lewis said, 
“We aim to help students like Breonna 
buildon their academic successes and 
enhance the skills and desires to have a 
positive impact on the global community.”

Membership in NSHSS entitles 
qualified students to enjoy a wide 
variety of benefits including scholarship 
opportunities, free events, resources and 
other honors and events.

Currently there are more than 
800,000 society members in over 160 
countries. 

Breonna Johnson of Wilkinsburg Honored by NSHSS

Landmarks Scholarship 
Deadline Is April 26

The Pittsburgh History and Landmark 
Foundation (PHLF) offers an annual 
scholarship award to a senior high school 
student in Allegheny County who is 
interested in the history, architecture, 
and/or landscape design of the Pittsburgh 
region and who will be a full-time college 
student, beginning in the fall. 

The scholarship, which is $4,000 to 
the college of the student’s choice, is for 
book and tuition expenses only.

Over the last 14 years, 48 students 
from Allegheny County have been awarded 
PHLF college scholarships.

Trustee David Brashear and his family 
initiated the program in 1999 to help 
PHLF build relationships with capable 
young people who care deeply about the 
Pittsburgh region.

“The program has been a great 
success,” said David, “and our committee 
looks forward to reviewing a new group of 
applications this spring.”
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4412 BUTLER STREET  PITTSBURGH, PA 15201 
Phone: (412) 682-1816  Fax: (412) 682-6559  

WWW.CCCHS.NET 

CAREER CONNECTIONS CHARTER  
HIGH SCHOOL 

One measurement of the success  
of an organization, including schools,  

is customer satisfaction  
and one measurement of customer  

satisfaction is direct feedback. 

For the 2013 - 2014 School Year. 

“I could not believe all the individual  
attention I received from the staff.” 

 
“I honestly do not know who I would be today  

if it was not for this amazing school.” 

“Every teacher my son has had at C.C.C.H.S. 
knows his strengths and weaknesses and 

shares the same high expectations  
of him that I hold.” 

“My son went from giving up and almost 
dropping out to making honor roll and  

perfect attendance  
at C.C.C.H.S.” 

 
“My teachers actually have a sense of  

passion and genuine interest in my  
success.” 

In April, Landmarks Housing Resource Center in 
Wilkinsburg is offering the following seminars: 

• Building Interior Walls (Saturday, April 13, 10 a.m.—11:30 
a.m.) is ideal for someone adding some walls in the basement 
or re-thinking a space. Stephen Shelton of Shelton Masonry + 
Contracting will teach homeowners about building interior walls.

• Green and Sustainable Building Materials (Saturday, April 20, 
10 a.m.—11:30 a.m.) is for those concerned about what materials 
they are putting into their largest investment. Ian Miller of Artemis 
Environmental will present time-tested and leading construction 
products for green building, chemical sensitivity, and sustainability. 
(Note: This workshop replaces a previously scheduled session on 
plant propagation, which will be presented later.) 

• Tile and Grout 101 (Saturday, April 27, 10 a.m. — 11:30 a.m.) 
will feature construction and masonry industry expert Stephen 
Shelton of Shelton Masonry + Contracting who will demonstrate 
how to prevent common issues with tile and grout and more.

The center is located at 744 Rebecca Avenue in Wilkinsburg. 
All events are free and open to the public. RSVP with Mary Lu 
Denny at marylu@phlf.org or 412.471.5808 ext 527.

A petition has been started to reinstall the traffic light at the intersection 
at Penn Avenue and Coal Street, where it was removed in 2009. Readers 
can find the petition at www.thepetitionsite.com/325/978/675/penndot-
re-install-traffic-light-at-penn-coal.

Free Home Resource Seminars in April


