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Wilkinsburg
A Free Community Newsletter Bringing You Good News About Wilkinsburg

Borough Boasts New Police Cruisers

Residents of the borough may have
noticed the handsome new vehicles around
town. The Wilkinsburg Police Department
is the proud new owners of four new
vehicles.
The vehicles are Dodge Chargers:
three for patrol and one for the Criminal
Investigations Unit. The department
is waiting on the arrival of two Dodge
Durango SUV’s. The vehicles are leased.

The vehicles are clearly a morale
booster, said Chief Coleman. The officers
report that wherever they go out people
stop them to comment and compliment the
design of the vehicle—including other police
Officers from other police agencies.
The vehicles are very roomy. The
Officers appreciate the fact that they are
able to have their weapons installed and still
continued on next page

Library Buys Eastridge Building on Graham
The Sun recently asked Acting Library
Director Betsey Swartz about the
purchase of the Eastridge building for the
Wilkinsburg library.
Tell us about the new building.
Swartz: Roughly 13 years ago,
Joel Minnigh [retired library director] had
an idea to open a branch library in the First
Church of Christ, Scientist building 1900

Graham Blvd.
The church members were
open to the possibility of having
a library in the building and
we agreed on rental terms for
the lower level of the building
and the fun really began! Over 2 ½ years
we worked to obtain grant money, building

continued on page 8

The Sun is still shining
over Wilkinsburg…but
it’s coming through a
different window!
Things are changing at The
Wilkinsburg Sun. For the past several
years, The Sun has been distributed
in several ways, the main one being
through the Wilkinsburg edition of
the Pennysaver, with about 1,000
copies distributed by hand in the
Wilkinsburg business district.
Additionally, we have shared
information through our website
www.wilkinsburgsun.com and our
Facebook page.
We learned a few weeks ago
that the February 21 edition of the
Pennysaver would be the last one
distributed in Wilkinsburg, so we
have changed our strategy to make
sure that the everyone can still get
their copy of The Sun.
Here’s our new plan:
1—Increase our distribution
points in Wilkinsburg Starting with
the March issue, we’re going to be
tripling the number of printed issues
distributed by hand. If you know of
a good distribution point that we
currently don’t hit, please submit it
for consideration by emailing us at
distribution@wilkinsburgsun.com or
by calling us at 412.916.1790. As you
are probably aware, our issues fly off
the stands where they are currently
distributed, so we know that the
additional copies will be soaked up
quickly.
2—Direct email distribution of
continued on next page

www.wilkinsburgsun.com 1

Bulletin Board

www.wilkinsburgsun.com
www.facebook.com/wilkinsburgsun
SUN IS SHINING, from page 1
each issue We are now offering free email
distribution of each issue. All you have to
do is send us an email to subscriptions@
wilkinsburgsun.com and we will sign you
up. If you decide you no longer wish to be
subscribed that’s no problem. Just let us
know and we will remove your email from
the list. We don’t share our email lists with
anyone so you won’t get any spam from us.
Our only goal is to continue to provide
residents, businesses and anyone interested
in Wilkinsburg free information about all
the great things happening here.
3—Our Facebook page and webpage
will have lots more information We
are moving to increase the amount of
information we’re sharing via social media
and our website on what’s going on in
Wilkinsburg. We plan on increasing
everything from meeting reminders to
public safety announcements, to reposting
articles about Wilkinsburg and our
residents past and present from other
sources. Additionally, we’re looking at
using twitter and other social media to
reach as many people as possible.
The bottom line is this: We will
keep bringing residents all the good
news about Wilkinsburg. We think our
new strategy will increase the number of
people who read the Sun, and who see
your advertisements. These changes will
also shorten the lead time we need for
publication, so will make it easier for us to
ensure that the information residents are
getting is the very latest and most timely.
As we increase
Here’s what we would like to ask of
you:
1— Sign up to receive the Sun by email
at http://eepurl.com/v0iBP and friend us
on Facebook.
2— Spread the word! Please help us let
other Sun readers know about the changes
and help us increase our email subscribers
and Facebook friends! If you spend five
minutes helping us, we can do the rest to
continue to provide you free information
about your favorite Borough!
Will you help us make sure the Sun
continues to shine in Wilkinsburg?
—The board and staff at The Sun
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‘March’ for Meals Has Begun
March For Meals is a national
campaign during March from the Meals
On Wheels Association of America
(MOWAA), which seeks to raise awareness
of senior hunger and to encourage action
in the local community. Wilkinsburg
Community Ministry (WCM) takes part
each year in this campaign.
This year WCM is asking the
community to collect items to distribute to
seniors. Items needed include shelf-stable
food (especially cereal, small cartons)
cookies, flashlights, batteries, neck wallets
(to keep ID and medical information
in case of an emergency), small first aid
kits. Secondly, new volunteers are always
needed to help deliver meals each day.
Volunteers don’t need to be able to drive.
Part of this campaign is Mayors For
Meals Day, which is Wednesday March 20
when WCM invites community leaders to
help deliver meals.

Free Home Improvement
Seminars in Wilkinburg
The following workshops are being
offered at Landmarks Housing Resource
Center, 744 Rebecca Ave. in Wilkinsburg.
All events are free. RSVPs can be sent
to Mary Lu Denny: marylu@phlf.org or
412.471.5808 ext 527.
Masonry 101 with Stephen Shelton on
Saturday, March 9 from 10 a.m.–11:30 a.m.
Construction and masonry industry expert
from Shelton Masonry + Contracting will
cover small-scale masonry projects and
fixes with attention given to facets of stone
and brick masonry and terra cotta.
Painting and Wood Care with Stephen
Shelton on Saturday, March 23 from 10
a.m.–11:30 a.m. Get ready for the Spring
by reviving the paint on an old door or
treasured piece of furniture. Stephen
Shelton of Shelton Masonry + Contracting
will present techniques and best practices
for paint removal and wood care.

Sign Up Now for
Wilkinsburg Baseball
Baseball and softball sign–ups are
every Saturday in February and March
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Wilkinsburg
Borough Building lobby. More details were
in the February issue of The Sun.

Citizen’s Police Academy
Begins March 19
The Wilkinsburg Police Department
will offer a Citizen’s Police Academy to
residents, a free instructional program,
every Tuesday from March 19 to May
28 in the Borough Building’s 3rd floor
auditorium 6 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Now in its eighth year, the Citizen’s
Police Academy is designed to give local
citizens a hand-guided tour into the world
of local law enforcement, and to educate
citizens on the purpose and rationale of
police procedures. Residents also can earn
certifications in CPR and first aid.
Applications can be picked up at the
Wilkinsburg Borough Building or on the
Borough web site.

P.O. Box 86064
Wilkinsburg, PA 15221
412.916.1790
Lynne Gordon, Editor
The Board of Directors
Jason Cohn, President
Minister Linda Kirkland-Law, Vice President
John Irwin, Treasurer
Vanessa McCarthy-Johnson, Secretary
Richard Bradford
The Wilkinsburg Sun is a free
monthly community newsletter published
by the volunteer Wilkinsburg Community
Newsletter Board, with the support of the
Wilkinsburg Borough, the Wilkinsburg
School District, the Wilkinsburg Chamber
of Commerce and the Wilkinsburg
Community Development Corporation.
The Sun is printed by Knepper Press.
Please submit all articles and calendar
events to: editor@wilkinsburgsun.com,
or by mail, P.O. Box 86064, Wilkinsburg,
PA 15221. Please submit articles 6
weeks before publication and
calendar events 4 weeks before
publication. To advertise,
e-mail adsales@wilkinsburgsun.com,
or call 412.916.1790. The Sun accepts
submitted articles provided they are
related to Wilkinsburg and are civicminded. The Sun reserves the right to
withhold articles from print. Please note
that The Sun does not publish political or
opinion pieces.

Sign up to receive The Sun by email at http://
eepurl.com/v0iBP and friend us on Facebook.

Wilkinsburg Borough
www.wilkinsburgpa.gov

WCACDC Seek Information
from Residents for New
Public Art Database
The Wilkinsburg Community Art and
Civic Design Commission (WCACDC)
announces that it has created a Public Art
Database, and is seeking assistance from
community members in finding all the art
and artifacts in the Borough.
Wilkinsburg residents are asked
to submit photos, location, and other
information about any public sculpture,
memorial, mural, or unique cultural
object in their neighborhood to
wilkinsburgartanddesign@gmail.com.
This database will be utilized to better
maintain and celebrate the cultural assets
of the community and to track cultural
investment in the Borough.
About the Commission
The Commission was established in
2009 to give residents and business owners
a voice in how our community looks,
feels, and functions. The Commission is
comprised of art and design professionals
as well as Wilkinsburg residents and
business owners. The Commission
reviews, makes recommendations, and
approves proposed designs for new and
renovated structures, landscapes, works
of art, memorials, and monuments on all
public and private commercial property.
The Commission is also able to engage in
research and planning efforts for art and
design issues in the Borough and organize
education programs and resources.
Mission Statement
The mission of the WCACDC is to
improve and enhance the relationship
between the arts, design and the
Wilkinsburg community. Supporting a
creative cultural environment through
community engagement and informed
decision-making, the Commission will
encourage the integration of the arts into
the built environment and open spaces
throughout the Borough.
Contact
For more information, please contact
Carin Mincemoyer at cain.mincemoyer@
gmail.com or 412.728.5556.

March came in like a lion in the Borough. A view of Center Ave. from near Rebecca St.

NEW POLICE CARS, from page 1
have lots of room. The Mobile Data Terminals do not interfere with the passenger space as
was the case with the previous vehicles.
The new cruisers accelerate quickly with six-cylinder Hemi engines (well-suited for
pursuit situations), handling the roads very well, especially on turns. They sport exceptional
LED lighting packages. Bars on the windows prevent prisoners from kicking them out.
Chief Coleman helped design the vehicles and they seem to be a win-win for the
officers as well as the
Important Numbers
community.
Berkheimer
Mayor’s Office		
Police Emergency		
The Chief reported
Tax Administrator
911
(412) 244-2920
(866) 227-4716
Police Non-Emergency
that Wilkinsburg Police
Borough Manager 		
(412) 473-3056
Adult Library
(412) 244-2900 ext 101
SOU made a large drug
(412) 244-2940
Police Hotline (Complaint)
Borough Receptionist 		
bust on February 21
(412) 244-4300
Children’s Library
(412) 244-2900 ext 101
(412) 244-2944
Police Chief
on Hill Avenue, which
Finance Dept. 		
(412) 244-2915
Eastridge Library
(412) 244-2948
led to the arrest of
(412) 342-0056
Fire Emergency
Code Enforcement 		
four individuals, three
911
(412) 244-2923
Fire Chief
of whom were nonPublic Works Dept. 		
(412) 244-2931
(412) 244-2934
residents.
Upcoming meetings
3/6 (Wed.)

6:30 p.m.

Council Planning Session

3/7 (Thurs.)

6 p.m.

Wilkinsburg Planning Commission

3/13 (Wed.)

7 p.m.

Council Legislative Session

3/20 (Wed.)

6:30 p.m.

Council Planning Session

3/21 (Thurs.)

5:30 p.m.

Wilkinsburg Community Art & Civic Design Commission

3/21 (Thurs.)

6:30 p.m.

Parks & Recreation Meeting

4/3 (Wed.)

6:30 p.m.

Council Planning Session

4/4 (Thurs.)

6 p.m.

Wilkinsburg Planning Commission

All meetings will take place in the Wilkinsburg Borough Building, 605 Ross Avenue.
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WCDC

www.wilkinsburgcdc.org

WCDC Welcomes New
Board Members
The WCDC is pleased to welcome
three new board members for a term of
three years, which began January 1. Iris
Whitworth of Allegheny River Towns
Enterprise Zone, Gerrod Winston of The
Design Alliance Architects, and Christine
Kush of the EMBA Worldwide and The
Center for Executive Education have
joined the WCDC board. The WCDC is
excited to have the energy and experience
of these new board members!
Winston is a resident of Wilkinsburg
and has “a great deal of interest in its
economic and physical development.” He
is eager to be on the board because “being
hands-on in the capacity of serving on
the board would be a great opportunity
to help realize Wilkinsburg’s potential
as a great residential neighborhood and
business district.”
Whitworth, a Wilkinsburg
resident, has a background managing
greenspace endeavors through a countywide community garden program
with Allegheny County Economic
Development. One of her goals while
serving on the Board is to “create new
opportunities for community greenspace/
vacant lot recovery.”
Kush’s expertise in small business
management is a valuable skill for
the Board. She says her “work with
entrepreneurs for the past ten years have
given me not only an appreciation of the
challenges that they face, but also respect
for their unending optimism and vision
for the future.”
Current officers include Leslie
Patterson, President; Cameil Williams,
Vice President; Glenn McKenzie,
Treasurer; Ralph Yearick, Secretary;
Mayor John Thompson, Former
President; James Butler, Jan Maczka,
James Richard, and Ernestine Stevens.

Mr. Ou of Pittsburgh Asian Market finished his façade improvement in January. Will you be next?

Funding Available for Store Improvements
The WCDC is pleased to have funding
for business façade improvements and
interior storefront upgrades to make vacant
buildings up to code. These monies must be

Save the Date for Small Business Financing Workshop!
Are you a business owner or an
entrepreneur? Do you want to learn more
about financing options? Mark your
calendars for a free “behind-the-scenes”
look at how commercial loan applications
are underwritten and ways to prepare for a
successful loan application.
This workshop is open to existing
business owners and start-up businesses.
Topics will include conventional and
special loan products that can help local
businesses grow and prosper; public and
non-profit lending resources; business
planning assistance; and personal credit
requirements.
You can help by sending a tax-deductible
contribution to:
WCDC Office, 1001 Wood St.,
Wilkinsburg, PA 15221
OR donate online at
wilkinsburgcdc.org
412.727.7855 • 412.871.3149 (fax)
info@wilkinsburgcdc.org

WCDC CALENDAR
3/7 (Thurs.)

8:30-10 a.m.

Business District Safety Meeting—WCDC office

3/23 (Sat.)

9-11 a.m.

WCDC Board Meeting—WCDC Office

4/4 (Thurs.)

8:30-10 a.m.

Business District Safety Meeting—WCDC office

4/25 (Thurs.)

6-8 p.m.

Small Business Financing Worship—Hosanna House
807 Wallace Ave.
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used soon! Applications are available on the
WCDC website. Any projects will need to
be approved by the WCDC. Call the office
with questions at 412.727.7855.

A panel of lending professionals will
be available who can provide advice on
how to prepare for successful financing
applications. Last year, representatives
from Dollar Bank, Allegheny County
Department of Economic Development,
Regional Development Funding
Corporation, and University of Pittsburgh’s
Small Business Development Center
presented and answered questions from the
19 attendees.
This workshop is free and will be held
Thursday, April 25 from 6 p.m.-8 p.m. at
the Hosanna House Auditorium. Food
will be provided. Reservations can be
made at 412.727.7855 or by email: info@

wilkinsburgcdc.org.

School District

www.wilkinsburgschools.org

School District Works with Community Leadership
Team to Inform Residents of Financial Challenges
The Wilkinsburg School District
and members of a community Leadership
Team are working together to monitor
the conditions of the school district and
borough, and to keep residents and key
stakeholders informed of the financial
challenges associated with the unanticipated
expenses and loss of revenue now being

incurred by the school district.
The team includes School Board
President Karen Payne; Superintendent
Archie D. Perrin, Jr.; Mayor John
Thompson; Borough Council President
Jason Cohn; Council Vice-President
Vanessa McCarthy-Johnson; Executive
Director of Hosanna House, Inc., Leon
Haynes, and Executive Director of the
Wilkinsburg Community Development
Corporation (WCDC) Tracey Evans.
In 2006, Wilkinsburg stakeholders—
residents, business leaders, non-profit
organizations and municipal officials
– participated in a community planning
program, called Wilkinsburg Focus Group:
Community Plan of Action, led by Bill
Schenck, who was then serving as Secretary
of Banking under Pennsylvania Governor
Edward G. Rendell. This process sought
to help the community develop one voice,
to go beyond the planning process and to
mobilize actions to improve the community.
The Wilkinsburg Focus Group
resulted in the formation of The Wilkinsburg
Sun newsletter and the WCDC. Other
stakeholders, including Pittsburgh History and
Landmarks Foundation and Hosanna House,
Inc., took the lead in housing and human
services. In addition, the borough government
engaged in critical planning processes,
including the comprehensive Wilkinsburg
Plan. As a result of their work, Wilkinsburg
has made significant progress in securing
governmental and foundation support.
The school district and the leadership
team recognize that working together will
increase the borough’s ability to successfully
overcome fiscal challenges and continue
to grow the community development,
organizational and individual civic
leadership, and cultural enrichment.
CORRECTION: The February issue
incorrectly listed Barbara Thompson as
on the school board, The current board
member is James Richard.
The Community is invited to send
encouragement and well wishes to Dr. Perrin.at
the following address:
Dr. Archie Perrin
Wilkinsburg Administration Bldg.
718 Wallace Avenue
Wilkinsburg, Pa 15221

Wilkinsburg Teacher to
Receive Early Career Award
from Pitt School of Education
The University of Pittsburgh’s School
of Education will present its annual Early
Career Award to Christine Carnevali,
president and executive director of FUSE
Pittsburgh, Inc., a not-for-profit organization
offering after–school programs and services
to high school students in Wilkinsburg and
the surrounding communities.
Carnevali, a teacher at Wilkinsburg
High School and graduate of the School
of Education, founded FUSE in 2011 and,
working as a volunteer, has led and built the
organization since that time. The award,
recognizing “outstanding accomplishments
in the classroom, administration, support
services, and/or extra-curricular activities
and programs,” will be presented at the
school’s Alumni Reception on March 22.
FUSE was founded in response to
the needs of young people in a distressed
community. Under Carnevali’s leadership,
FUSE volunteers are assisting students in
basic academic, cultural and social skills.
With a small group of regular volunteers,
FUSE provides a secure environment
where youth can gather and receive positive
reinforcement, guidance, education, life
skills training and an outlet for their creative
energies that they may not receive elsewhere.
Wilkinsburg School District Calendar
R
March 1—Kelly: Interim reports mailed.
March 12—School board planning session, 7 p.m.
March 13—Kelly: PSSA Game Night
March 18–22—PSSA writing makeups for gr. 5 & 8.
March 19—School board legislative session, 7 p.m.
March 28—No School. ACT 80 Day.
March 29—No School. Spring recess.
R
April 1-2—No School. Spring recess
April 8–19: PSSA Reading & Math (Gr. 3- 8 & 11)
April 9—School board planning session, 7 p.m.
April 15—No School. 1/2 clerical day; 1/2 parent
conferences.
April 16—School board legislative session, 7 p.m.
April 18—Spring photos.
—MS Award Ceremony, HS Auditorium
April 18 -22: PSSA Writing (Gr. 5, 8 & 11
April 19—Turner: Awards Assembly
—Spring Fling: Cafeteria 1:30 p.m.
April 22-26—PSSA Science (Gr.4, 8 & 11)
April 29-May 3—PSSA (Gr. 3-8 & 11)
April 30—No School. ACT 80 Day.
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Check Out the Library!
New at the Library
Caitlin the Ice Bear Fairy by Daisy
Meadows. There’s only one magic animal
left to find, but Jack Frost isn’t going to let
the magic bear go without a fight.
The First Ladies Fact Book: the
Childhoods, Courtships, Marriages,
Campaigns, Accomplishments, and Legacies of Every First Lady from
Martha Washington to Michelle Obama by Harris, Bill and Laura
Ross. “Comprehensive, fascinating, and intimate.”
Emotional Vampires : Dealing with People Who Drain You Dry
by Albert Bernstein. “They may lurk in your office, your home, or
online. They gain your trust, then drain you of your energy.”

Free Homeowner’s Workshop Offered
You can register for NeighborWorks Western PA free
Homebuyers’ Education Workshop, Saturday, March 23 from
8:30 a.m.–4:30 p.m. at the Second Ave United Methodist
Church in Wilkinsburg. Register by calling 412.281.9773 or at
www.nwwpa.org. Continental breakfast and lunch included.

Easter is March 31

CAREER CONNECTIONS CHARTER
HIGH SCHOOL
Career Guidance and Development
are part of our D.N.A.
9th Grade:

Career Fundamentals, Interests
and Skill Profiles, Career
Acquisition Documents.

10th Grade:

Career Applications, Career
Planning, Preparation and Goal
Setting.

11th Grade:

Career integration, Marketing,
Researching Career Opportunities,
Public Speaking, and Job
Shadowing.

12th Grade:

Senior Internship or College
Dual Enrollment, Career
Retention , Work and Advancement
Readiness Certification.

All Four Years For All Students:
(Licensed by the PA Department of Banking)

Jim Butler, President

Career Portfolios, Mentoring, Career
Fairs, Mock Interviews, Resume
Development,….. SUCCESS!

NMLS ID # 139251

PROFESSIONAL MORTGAGE CONNECTION, LLC
NMLS ID: 127881

412-672-5060
Preferred Lender:
NMLS ID# 688561
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Phone: (412) 682-1816 Fax: (412) 682-6559

Chamber of Commerce
www.wilkinsburgchamber.com

Chamber Welcomes Graduate Student Consultants

Through a joint application process with the Wilkinsburg Community Development
Corporation, the Chamber of Commerce was awarded two graduate student consultants.
Now they are in the midst of a capacity assessment for the Chamber facilitated by Evie
Gardner and Jiexin Yu of the Nonprofit Clinic at the Graduate School of Public and
International Affairs of the University of Pittsburgh.
The Clinic looks for projects such as the capacity assessment of the Chamber in light
of the Clinic’s vision of a strong and sustainable nonprofit sector in Pittsburgh, informed
by best practices in management and governance and supported by a vibrant partnership
between the University and community. The Chamber is grateful for the opportunity to
enhance its capacity and better serve the businesses of Wilkinsburg. If you would like to
participate in the assessment process please email info@wilkinsburgchamber.com.
The Chamber invites you to hear the students’ presentation on the completion of
their assessment at the Chamber of Commerce’s Board Meeting, April 18 at 8 a.m. in the
Council Chambers (2nd floor of the Wilkinsburg Borough Building on 605 Ross Ave.).
Your Participation

If you would like to join the Chamber of Commerce, please contact Vanessa
McCarthy-Johnson at info@wilkinsburgchamber.com.

Greater Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce
P.O. Box 86064, Wilkinsburg, Pa 15221 • 412.242.0234
info@wilkinsburgchamber.com
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McGuire and Teresi Retire from DPW with
Combined 83 Years Experience
The community is indebted to two
long-time servants of the community who
have retired recently from Wilkinsburg’s
Department of Public Works (DPW).
Melvin “Buddy” McGuire worked for
the borough for over 42 years. McGuire, an
electrician, has primarily worked on lights
and controllers at intersections, although
he also trimmed trees and did regular
maintenance.
When he started, McGuire said, the
borough had 47 controlled intersections,
and they were under the oversight of
the Traffic Department. Today there are
only 35. The Traffic Department was
discontinued in 1987.
One of McGuire’s memorable on-thejob moments was in the 70s when he had
what was then a popular look for guys—a
perm. One day he was trying to work on the
controller at Penn, Ross and Ardmore in
the rain and he got electrocuted and thrown
to the ground. As he was taken away, one
of the ambulance workers knew him from
earlier in his life exclaimed, “Oh my, it
made his hair curly!”
McGuire, who graduated from
Wilkinsburg High School in 1966, lived in
the borough the majority of his life. He said
that one of his favorite spots in the borough
now is Biddle’s Escape. He said it is a great
place to get a cup of coffee.
What is McGuire going to do with his
reitrement? McGuire plans to take bike trips
more often in his retirement. In 1992 he

biked to Alaska. He also has worked parttime at a Harley shop and plans to continue
doing that.
One of his favorite spots in
Wilkinsburg is Biddle’s Escape. He said it is
a great place to get a cup of coffee.
Teresi
Frank Teresi worked worked over 41
years for the borough mostly as a street
sweeper, whether it was picking up trash
on the night sidewalks with a broom,
shovel and buggy in the 70s or driving the
big sweeper machine or salt truck in more
recent decades.
“We had a good time in the garage,”
said Teresi. “We got the job done.” Good
times, he said, included cooking hot dogs
on a grill that heated up tar to repair the
streets.
One of the hardest parts of his job was
slinging the 80 lb bags of calcium onto the
trucks.
When he wasn’t working on the streets,
McGuire recalled working on maintenance
at parks. He said that early in his career
the DPW made a lot the park equipment,
including seesaws and swings, and he
would help maintain them and paint them,
sometimes in the old train station.
Early on, street cleaning also included
a flusher machine that shot water over the
street to the curb to wash debris into the
sewers. McGuire said sometimes they would
catch someone working under their car and
give them a good soaking.

Saluting the African-American Experience in Wilkinsburg

The Second Annual “Saluting the African-American Experience in Wilkinsburg” was held at Hosanna House on February
9. The honorees (not in order pictured) include Lois “Toni” McClendon, Chief Ophelia “Cookie” Coleman, Alberta
Thompson, William A. C. Polk, Jean Kirkland, Mrs. Watson, Toni Lieteau, Mable V. Davis, Samuel & Rev, Dora Ware,
Howard Perry, Neal Huguley, Jr., Rev. Albert & Barbara Moss-Gans, James F. Clarke, Gloria Hannon, Vernon Tipton.
See more pictures of this event on The Wilkinsburg Sun’s Facebook.
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NEW LIBRARY BUILDING, from page 1
plans, building approvals, library furniture
and materials. In December 2002, Eastridge
Branch library opened to the neighborhood’s
delight.
The lower level has a fully functioning
library in approximately 3,000 sq. feet. Being
able to expand the library to the upper level
was one of our main desires. It’s very difficult
to have programming in the library space as
all ages are together, children through adult.
In December, the Borough purchased the
building from the First Church of Christ,
Scientist giving us the space we need to
expand.
Our hope is to have the current library
become a children’s area and the main floor
of the building be fitted to accommodate an
adult department. There are also some small
rooms on the main level that can be used for
meetings. The building can be a community
resource for a very residential section of
Wilkinsburg.
How did the desire for a second library
location develop? How do the two locations
complement each other?
Swartz: We knew that a section of
Wilkinsburg was really underserved by our
library. We needed to get a library closer
to that population and the First Church of
Christ, Scientist building seemed like an
obvious location. It’s a beautiful, contemporary
designed building. We have two thriving
locations that serve customers in the best
way possible. Wilkinsburg is not a small
community and folks living at either end of the
Borough do not necessarily go to the opposite
part of town. Programming is probably the one
area that’s different between the two locations.
It’s difficult to have children’s programming
at Eastridge but we are starting a schedule of
programs in advance of the annual Summer
Reading Club.
Is Joel Minnigh in full retirement yet?
Swartz: Yes, Joel is retired after a 37 ½
year career at Wilkinsburg Public Library.
What are the future plans for leadership?
Swartz: Currently, I am the Acting
Library Director, until I gain Borough
Council’s approval for the position.
Hopefully, that’s soon! I have been with the
library 18 years and have been involved with
all job aspects of our library.
What is unique about our library?
Swartz: Our library belongs to the
residents of Wilkinsburg. We are not part of
the Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh but we are
connected with them electronically. Materials
owned by another library in Allegheny County
can be brought to one of our libraries, free of
charge, to be picked up. It’s a great service we
offer, and most folks do not know it exists.

