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Wilkinsburg big Dig From south braddock Avenue to Foliage street, 40 hearty 
volunteers joined the Wikinsburg shade Tree Advisory Committee in beautifying our borough 
with tulip, sycamore and redbud trees. A total of 18 trees were dug up and replanted by 
the volunteers, who took care in planting the right tree in the right place. rresidents who 
adopted these trees were happy for the shade and beauty they will bring to their home and 
their neighborhood. The shade Tree Committee was supported and assisted by The nine Mile 
run Watershed Association, urban Tree Forge, CisP, northside urban Pathways Charter 
school and Wilkinsburg kiwanis and received donations from Wilkinsburg beverage Company, 
bruegger’s bagels shadyside, giant Eagle Edgewood Towne Center and Coffee Tree roasters

tax base 
expansion 

Plans are in the works to  make it 
easier to get abandoned and tax-
delinquent properties back onto 
the tax rolls. 

A committee made up of representatives 
from Wilkinsburg Borough and Wilkinsburg 
School District has been looking at ways 
to streamline the cumbersome process of 
purchasing houses and properties whose 
owners have stopped paying property 
taxes.  

The committee’s tax base expansion 
ordinance includes a “willing seller 
program,” which will allow prospective 
buyers to deal with a single entity to acquire 
tax-delinquent buildings for renovation. 
Applications for the program should be 
available by mid-summer. 

The ordinance also contains a 10-year 
graduated tax abatement on commercial 
properties, and possibly a residential tax 
abatement on new construction and 
rehabs. 

Wilkinsburg mirrors the rest of 
southwestern Pennsylvania in that 
it is losing population and thus has a 
smaller base of taxpayers. The aim of the 
ordinance is to encourage development 
in the borough and to decrease vacancy, 
blight and tax delinquency in the face of 
that shrinking tax base.

Qualified applicants will pay a $2,500 
fee in exchange for striking the borough, 
school district and county tax liens which 
have been placed on a property. Previously, 
a seller would have to deal with the 
borough, the school district and the county 
as separate entities, which would entail an 
unnecessary duplication or triplication of 
efforts, and the costly and time-consuming 

process would wear down all but the most 
intrepid home buyers. 

For people or businesses who are willing 
to spend lots of time and energy making an 
abandoned house into a home or a blighted 
building into a business, the improved 
coordination between the school district 
and the borough will help to channel a 
lot of that time and energy away from the 
paper chase and into actually restoring 

the borough’s blighted properties. The 
tax committee is also looking into other 
ways that thebBorough and school district 
can cooperate to save money and work 
smarter. 

Keep your eyes on the Sun or on the 
Winliksburg Borourh Web site,  www.
wilkinsburgpa.gov, for more information 
about when applications for these programs 
will be accepted.  
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The Wilkinsburg Sun is a monthly  

community newsletter published by The volun-
teer Wilkinsburg community Newsletter Board, 
with the support of the Wilkinsburg Borough, 

the Wilkinsburg School district, the Wilkinsburg 
chamber of commerce and the Wilkinsburg 

community development corporation. The Sun 
is grateful for generous support from the West-
ern Pennsylvania School for The deaf without 
which publication might not be possible. The 
Sun would also like to thank the Honorable 

representative Joseph Preston for his continu-
ing support of a community newsletter for the  

Borough of Wilkinsburg.
Please submit all articles and calendar 

events to: editor@wilkinsburgsun.com, or by 
mail, P.O. Box 86064, Wilkinsburg, PA 
15221. Please submit articles 6 weeks 
before publication and calendar events  

4 weeks before publication. To advertise, 
e-mail adsales@wilkinsburgsun.com,  

or call  412-853-0388

The Sun accepts submitted articles  
provided they are related to Wilkinsburg 

and are civic-minded. The Sun reserves the 
right to withhold articles from print.

Please note that The Sun does not publish 
political or opinion pieces.

Historical Wilkinsburg

in 1860 Thomas D. Turner sr. and his brother William Turner established a general merchandise 
business. in 1881 the brothers dissolved this partnership so that William Turner could continue 
the general store while T. D. Turner opened an undertaking and livery business. T. D. Turner’s 
livery stable began on Penn Avenue just east of Wood street. This 1920s photograph shows 
the business at its newer location at 619 Penn Avenue.

NEWS DEADLINES Have an 
item you would like us to pub-
lish? deadline for our May issue is 
friday, April 3. You can send your 
items, suggestions, and any other 
correspondence to PO Box 86064, 
Wilkinsburg, Pa., 15221, or by 
e-mail to editor@wilkinsburgsun.com, or 
by calling 412-901-5774. 

Free First-time Home 
Buying WorksHop
Monday May 11, at 6 p.m. in the 
Wilkinsburg Borough Building, 605 
ross Avenue. Sponsored by Pittsburgh 
Housing development Association with  
dollar Bank. Learn what it takes to buy 
a home! counselors will help with credit 
enhancement, and give information about 

WilkinsBurg  
Historical society
MAY 18, 2009 MeeTiNg

World War II P.o.W. to SPeak at 
May HIStorIcal SocIety MeetIng

Edward Powell, who was a World War II 
P.O.W., will share his vivid recollections 
of that experience at the Monday, May 
18, meeting of the Wilkinsburg Historical 
Society. Powell was serving with the 8th 
Air Force when his plane was shot down 
on the way to Berlin; he was captured 
and kept as a prisoner of war for a year. 
The meeting begins at 7:30 p.m., in the 
Wesley Room of the South Avenue 
United Methodist Church, rear entrance. 
Refreshments are served following the 
meeting. For more information, contact 
Joel at 412-244-2941.

ADoptIoN, FoStEr CArE  
AND rESpItE CArE 
InformatIon meetIng  Learn more 
about Project STAr, the parent certi-
fication process, and waiting children. 
information meetings are the first step in 
the process toward certification to be a 
resource family. The two-hour meeting 
counts toward the required total 24 hours 
of training. families who have schedul-
ing conflicts with the meeting dates may 
request a private orientation at a time 
convenient to both the family and the 
recruiter.
To attend an information meeting, 
contact Project STAr’s family recruiter 
at 412-244-3048.  6:30 to 8:30 p.m.  
The children’s institute (room 218)    
Pittsburgh, PA  or   
Project STAr: Beaver county  
Project STAr Adoption, foster care and 
respite care information 
monday may 4 and monday 
June 1  6:30-8:30 p.m.  The children’s 
institute  1405 Shady Avenue,  Pittsburgh, 
PA 15217   

how to secure grants for closing cost, 
down payment assistance. free credit 
report provided to participants. Please 
rSVP by calling  412-687-1197 or go to 
www.phdainc.org. 
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Wilkinsburg Borough Council

Mayor John Thompson 
412.244.2920 

mayorjt@choiceonemail.com

1ST WARD 
blackridge 

turner school 
hunter park area

Barbara Ervin
Chair, Public Property Committee 

412.244.4939 ext. 314

Eugenia Moore 
Council President 

412.371.5337

Paige Trice 
Representative to  

the Council of Governments

2nD WARD 
beacon hill 

princeton park  
johnston school area

Jason Cohn 
Council Vice President, and 
Chair, Finance Committee 

412.241.4536 
jscene@gmail.com

Vanessa McCarthy-Johnson 
Chair, Parks, Recreation and the Arts 

412.867.5882 
vanjohn719@msn.com

Barbara nicholas 
Chair, Personnel Committee 

412.638.3390 
barbnicholas@comcast.net

3RD WARD 
high school 
kelly school 

regent square area

Carl Lewis 
Chair, Public Safety 

412.403.2910 
cdlewiss@hotmail.com

Denise Edwards 
412.241.4195  

dwinebr696@aol.com

Tracey Evans 
Chair, Economic Development 

412.244.9588 
ct.evans@verizon.net

wilkinsburg borough

Problems with trash pick-up?
Call 412-244-2923

may meetIngs

4 Wilkinsburg Planning  
commission

6 p.m. Wilkinsburg Borough Building  
605 ross Ave.

6 Wilkinsburg Borough council 
planning session

7 p.m Wilkinsburg Borough Building  
605 ross Ave.

20 Wilkinsburg Borough council 
legislative meeting

7 p.m. Wilkinsburg Borough Building  
605 ross Ave.

Borough manager        
412-244-2900  ext 101

Borough receptionist      
412-244-2900 ext 101

finance dept.                
412-244-2948

Code enforcement       
412-244-2923

Public Works dept.      
412-244-2934

Police dept. emergency   
911

Police non-emergency   
412-473-3056

Police Hotline (complaint line)  
412-244-4300

iMPorTAnT nuMbErs
Police Chief   
412-244-2915

fire emergency   
911

fire Chief   
412-244-2931

mayor’s office   
412-224-2920

Berkheimer Tax Administrator 
866-227-4716

adult Library   
412-244-2940

Children’s Library   
412-244-2944

eastridge Library   
412-342-0056
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WCdC may meetIngs

2 economic restructuring 
committee

6 p.m. Western PA School for the deaf
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    WILKINSBURG CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
www.wilkinsburgchamber.com

CHamBer of CommerCe meetIngs

chamber Meetings-open to all chamber 
Members.

executIve Board MeetIng:
every first Thursday, Noon 
Wilkinsburg Borough Building,  
605 ross Ave. 
council chambers, Second floor

general MeMBerSHIP MeetIngS:
every Third Thursday, 5:30 pm

Metro family Practice
901 – B West Street

LIttEr FACtS
clean communities have a better chance of 
attracting new businesses than those where 
litter is common. Please concentrate on 
keeping your homes, apartments, business-
es, and neighborhoods clean by sweeping 
porches, front walkways, alleys, and picking 
up trash and debris.

Household garbage is one of our main 
sources of litter, when you leave your trash 
out by the street, please make sure it is tied 
in a bundle and the lid of your trash can is 
closed securely. The code of Ordinances 
states that any person in charge of any 
premises should not allow an accumula-
tion of garbage, trash, or litter in the vicinity 
of any trash container serving such prem-
ises. Please set a good example to your 
neighbors in your neighborhood. if all of our 
neighborhoods follow these simple rules, 
we can reduce the amount of litter in Troy 
tremendously.

A major source of litter originates from our 
business owners. Business owners should 
frequently check their dumpsters and make 
sure dumpster lids are closed and loading 
docks are clean. Also, owners should con-
sistently monitor the area around their busi-
ness making sure it is clean and well kept. 
This will not only make our city’s appearance 
more beautiful, it will attract more customers 
to your businesses.

Business owners should realize that litter 
especially affects them. Litter reduces prop-
erty values and deprives local businesses 
revenue when their dollars are spent to clean 
parking lots and the area around businesses. 
This will eventually affect the members of our 
community by increasing the cost of goods 
we buy every day.

 People litter when they believe someone 
else will pick up after them. This is particular-
ly true when individuals are not aware of the 
fact that the cost of this kind of maintenance 
is eventually passed on to them in one way 
or another. 

People litter if they do not feel any personal 
“ownership” in, or responsibility for, areas 
in the community we all share, like streets, 
parks, sidewalks, etc. Please realize that this 
is your home and take pride in your commu-
nity by not littering. 

•	 Looks Bad and can affect the value of 
your business and home.

•	 LItter Breeds otHer LItter. it 
sends out a message that people don’t 
care.

•	 LItter Costs money. removing litter 
costs everyone who pays taxes.

•	 LItter attraCts rats and other 
rodents and is a breeding ground for  
bacteria.

•	 LItter Can Be a fIre Hazard.

•	 LItter Can affeCt tHe LoCaL 
eConomy.

•	 LItter Is demoraLIzIng as well as  

April 22 marked Earth Day. In 
Wilkinsburg Earth Day was observed 
by hundreds of volunteeers spread out 
across the borough cleaning the litter and 
trash that is so prevalent throughout the 
community. no less than 10 dumpsters 
were distributed around the borough and 
each was filled. Unfortunately, it will be no 
surprise when the litter returns.

If you are a business owner, you may 
have talked to someone who normally 
does not shop or do business in the 
Wilkinsburg business district - or even 
some of your customers - about shopping in 
Wilkinsburg. They often will tell you that 

KEEP 
WILKINSBURG 
CLEAN

Harmful effects of Litter
they prefer not to come into Wilkinsburg 
because “it looks so dirty” or “it does not 
seem safe.” Few of us can disagree with 
statements like that. There are more than 
a few storefronts that are empty or boarded 
up. Then, again, there is the litter. 

In 2008 there were at least three clean-
ups by volunteers of the business district. 
Pittsburgh Urban Christian School, 
the Wilkinsburg Borough Infrastructure 
Committee and The Univeristy of 
Pittsburgh’s Day of Caring all did major 
clean-ups. The Wilkinsburg Borough street 
department has been working to keep the 
streets clean by running its street sweeper 
weekly. However, Periodic cleanups can 
not do the job. Litter comes daily and it 
has to be attended to daily.

The responsibility of keeping the 
litter does not necessarily belong solely 
to the borough or volunteers. It is the 
responsibility of all who frequent the area: 
citizens, business and property owners and 
government. Those of us who live and 
work in Wilkinsburg need to take pride 
and responsibility for our community. We 
must stop mindlessly tossing litter onto the 
ground and, instead, drop it into a trashcan. 
Businesses and property owners must keep 
their sidewalks, driveways, parking lots 
loading and entranceways clear of debris. 
(Borough Ordinance §200-2)

In an effort to remedy the litter problem 
the current borough government is 
ramping up its code enforcement efforts 
and strengthening the litter ordinances. 
Citizens and businesses and property 
owners all need to be diligent in keeping 
the borough clean. For those who violate 
current and new litter ordinances may be 
receiving citations in the near future with 
fines running as high as $1000.00. 
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WiLkinsburg scHooL District

Cross curricular Field trip
Students from Wilkinsburg Middle School will visit the Holocaust 
Museum and monuments in Washington dc, on May 26, 2009. 
The students are doing an extensive study of the Holocaust in their 
english, reading, and social studies classes. This field trip is a culmi-
nating activity of a cross curricular teaching unit. Students study the 
political, social, and personal aspects of the Holocaust. This trip will 
help the students make a connection by actually being able to see 
some of the things discussed in their classes. 

pSo
The Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra’s sixth annual community 
engagement concert conducted by Maestro daniel Meyer, was 
presented at Wilkinsburg High School on Tuesday, March 17. This 
season marks conductor Meyer’s final year with the PSO and his 
last time conducting the PSO’s community engagement concert in 
Wilkinsburg. 

All ticket proceeds and donations will benefit the music programs of 
the Wilkinsburg School district including the newly formed elemen-
tary school band, the middle and high school band and chorus pro-
grams. With this performance, more than $51,000 has been raised.

Andrew Stockey of WTAe provided the narration for Benjamin 
Britten’s Young Person’s Guide to the Orchestra, in honor of the 
creation and growth of the Wilkinsburg elementary school band pro-
gram made possible by a $90,000 grant from VH1 which provided 
band instruments for students in grades 4-6 at all three elementary 
schools. Pittsburgh Opera resident Artist deborah Selig, accompa-
nied by the PSO, performed three italian arias. The concert conclud-
ed with a PSO/Wilkinsburg tradition—an audience sing-a-long of Lift 
Ev’ry Voice and Sing, led by the music students of the Wilkinsburg 
School district. 

Framed photos of Holocaust victims line the walls, floor to ceiling, in a 
cavernous room at the Holocaust museum in Washington, D.C.
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Science Awards
At the fourth annual High School innovative design competition, 
Wilkinsburg H.S. juniors Bryan Byrd, Lilly diggs and LaShay Smith 
won the Best design Award in the engineering design competition 
held at the University of Pittsburgh. The students’ invention was 
called the On the go Hair Straightener. The team designed and built 
several working prototypes and have applied for a U.S. patent.

The students’ design uses chemical power instead of electricity to 
straighten hair, making it convenient to use while traveling. The team 
went through a logical process to test different chemical reactions 
and construction materials. By changing just one thing at a time and 
building, testing and rebuilding prototypes they were able to develop 
a winning product. They will continue to improve their invention 
design next year so that it can be commercially viable. They are also 
working on the marketing with Mr. Woods’ economics class in order 
to extend their product into the marketing and distribution phase.

High School play
revolution brings about change; a new way of doing things. ramona 
King’s Steal Away, tells of the struggles and triumphs of five middle-
aged African Amarican women and a recent college graduate in the 
1930s, who have formed an alliance known as the Negro Women’s 
Organization for Youth education (N.W.O.Y.e). The five women func-
tion as an auxiliary of the independent division of the African Zionist 
church. in an evening filled with love, laughter, suspense and victory 
the N.W.O.Y.e. makes a decision to do things differently, and keep 
alive their dream of sending African American girls to college. 
cast, in order of appearance: Tracy Ada Kyzer, (London Kimbrugh), 
Mrs. Stella Margaret Kyzer (Shailyn Hughes), Miss Sudy Atkins (Sara 
Williams), Mrs. renita ruth (Uria Brock), Mrs. Jade Long (Najae 
Tate), and Mrs. Bluiah daniels (Shani Miles). immediately following 
the performance the audience will be invited to meet and greet the 
cast; as well as engage in discussion. Performance date: April 24,  
7 p.m.. cost of tickets: $2 for students, $5 for adults. 

public Art Steering Committee 
Initiated
The Borough of Wilkinsburg received a grant from The Heinz 
endowments to develop policies and procedures for public art in 
Wilkinsburg. The Office of Public Art (OPA) was hired by the bor-
ough to lead these efforts. The OPA began work in January, with the 
formation of a Public Art Steering committee. The committee is a 
group of volunteer residents who will help guide the OPA’s work. 
The Public Art Steering committee had its first meeting in January 
to learn about the wide variety of approaches and materials used in 
public art, including temporary projects, free standing works of art, 
artist-made building parts, design teams that include artists, and 
works of art integrated into architecture and landscape architecture 
projects. The OPA also discussed their scope of work and outlined 
the research they would be completing for the project.
The second steering committee meeting was on April 30, 2009. At 
this meeting, the OPA presented research about public art policies 
and sought feedback from the committee about approaches that 
could be successful in Wilkinsburg.  Minutes from the meeting will 
be available in May by e-mailing opa@pittsburghartscouncil.org. 
The Office of Public Art is partnership between the city of Pittsburgh 
and the greater Pittsburgh Arts council. The OPA provides techni-
cal assistance and educational programming about public art in 
the region. for more information, visit www.publicartpittsburgh.org or 
e-mail opa@publicartpittsburgh.org. 
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