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Wilkinsburg: A Special Place (Part 2)

I give thanks for our churches. St. Stephen’s Episcopal hosts the Girl Scouts and AA 
meetings. South Avenue UM has a summer lunch program. No matter what your faith, you 
must see the beautiful 
windows at St James. The 
incredible stained glass 
was designed by Harry 
Wright Goodhue of 
Boston featuring stories 
from the Bible. Goodhue 
went on to design 
windows in New Jersey 
and New York—all before 
his death at age 26. There 
are amazing videos online, 
but go to Mass and you’ll 
be warmly welcomed by 
Father Warren Metzler—a 
shepherd to his flock for 
four decades. 

I loved meeting 
Bishop Michael Golphin at Deliverance Baptist Church when they hosted the Pittsburgh 
Symphony Brass this fall. Covenant Church does so much. My brother-in-law practiced as 

a dentist at Hosanna House and I became aware of the 
great work being done there while I was in the dentist’s 
chair.

Organists like David Orme at St. James and Janet 
Stivenson at South Avenue Methodist are Wilkinsburg 
treasures. Janet has played and directed the choir at South 
for 44 years. On Thanksgiving I think of the devoted 
choir members who rehearse and lift us each Sunday. I 
have been looking into whether Andrew Carnegie gave 
money to support a church organ in Wilkinsburg. Over 
the course of his life, Carnegie  bought 7,689 organs for 
churches, in Carnegie’s words, “To lessen the pain of the 
sermons.”

In a recent Post-Gazette series on new immigrants to 
Pittsburgh, I heard about a new congregation of West 

Dream City Art Event 
On Saturday, April 18, over 40 

Wilkinsburg artists will present their work 
at 10 different sites across the Borough. 
Wilkinsburg has a rich history of cultivating 
art and creativity—and is currently home 
to artists of all ages and career levels. The 
day will begin at noon and include open 
studios, site specific projects and pop up 
exhibitions, ending with a gallery reception 
at Percolate Gallery from 6-9 p.m. 

Artists James Shipman and Dee Briggs 
will open their studios and will additionally 
feature work with the Wilkinsburg Youth 
Project and the Girl Scouts. Local galleries 
Tip Type and Percolate will host ongoing 
exhibitions. Artist Bob Ziller will lead a 
hands-on painting workshop for people of 
all ages and artist’s work will be installed in 
multiple pop-up locations for the one-day 
event. Participating artists include Terry 
Boyd, Charlotte Ka, Carin Mincemoyer, 
Brandon Boan, Errol Reynolds, John 
Sanders, Lazae LaSpina, the collective 181 
and many others.

All sites are within easy walking 
distance. Maps, ample parking and 
volunteers will be available to guide visitors 
at either starting point location—606 South 
or 1412 Swissvale Avenues. All sites are free 
and open to the public.

The following is the second in a three-part series taken from the recollections and sentiments offered by WQED’s Jim 
Cunningham at the Wilkinsburg Gives Thanks Breakfast. 

Wilkinsburg Historical Society will be 
hosting a celebration for the 75th birthday 
of Wilkinsburg’s Municipal Building, 
also known as the “Borough Building”. 
This beautiful structure was built in 1939 
and dedicated on January 1, 1940. Most 

Borough Building Turns 75!

See ad for Dream City on p. 8

continued on page 2continued on page 6
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CORRECTION: In the March issue Jim 
Richard’s name was misspelled. We apologize 
for the error.

Every time it rains or snows, trash 
and debris from the upper watershed 
communities including Wilkinsburg wash 
into Nine Mile Run.

Residents are invited to help Nine 
Mile Run Watershed Association keep the 
stream clean by helping pick up trash on 
Saturday, April 18 from 9 a.m. to noon. 
Participants should bring their own water 
bottle and meet at Fern Hollow parking 
lot at the bottom of Lancaster Avenue in 
Frick Park. Gloves, safety vests, trash bags, 
and snacks will be provided. Participants 
should wear sturdy boots or shoes, hip 
boots if they have them.

For more information, please contact 
Sara at sarap@ninemilerun.org or 
412.371.8779 x123.

Percolate Art Gallery, at 317 S. 
Trenton Ave., is accepting artwork for its 
“Local Brew” exhibition of artists who live, 
work, and play in the Wilkinsburg area.  
All artists are welcome to submit 1-3 pieces 
of modest size for the exhibit. There is no 
cost; the gallery will get a 25% commission 
on all works sold. 

Art is to be delivered to the gallery 
on Sunday, April 12 from noon to 4 pm. 
The exhibit will run from April 18 to May 
17. Opening night will coincide with the 
Dream City art walk day. The reception is 
6 to 9 p.m., free and open to all ages.  

Percolate Gallery also hosts figure 
drawing sessions from a live model every 
Tuesday night from 7 to 9 pm, for $10.  

Call 412.606.1220 for more details.

Pittsburgh Urban Christian School’s (PUCS) robotics team, the Overjoyed Droid, is heading to the 2015 VEX Robotics 
World Championships in April where it will compete against 80 top teams from across the nation and around the world 
including Puerto Rico, India, United Kingdom, Canada and China. The competition takes place April 15-18 at the 
Kentucky Exposition Center in Louisville, Kentucky. 

Robotics was introduced into PUCS’ science and technology curriculum last year by middle school teacher Dave Stehouwer, 
whose involvement with Carnegie Mellon University enabled PUCS to serve as a beta test site for CMU as it developed its 
new robotics curriculum.

The PUCS team advanced to the state finals after placing first in four categories at the VEX IQ Highrise competition. At 
the state competition, The Droids went up against 34 top-ranked teams, finishing third in the teamwork and programming 
challenges. In Louisville, the teams will compete in three categories, each with its own ranking: teamwork challenge 
(working with another team), individual challenge (working as a single team), and programming challenge (writing a 
program for the robot to operate autonomously). 

Currently, the team is seeking donations to help defray costs. All monies raised will be used to pay travel expenses, entry fees 
to the world finals and future competitions, and to purchase and upgrade equipment.  If you are interested in helping, you 
may donate online at www.pucs.org/support/donate.  For additional information, please call 412.244.1779 or email at 
office@pucs.org. 

PUCs is located in Wilkinsburg and serves 134 K-8 students from throughout the Pittsburgh area. PUCS is a member of 
Schools That Can, an invitation-only network of 140 high-performing, independent urban schools in the U.S.

WANTED: Artwork for 
April Exhibit and Sale

residents know that it serves as the center 
for local government, library, police and 
fire department, and this slide presentation 
will show the fascinating history through 
the past seventy-five years. This program 
will be held Monday, April 20, at 7:30 
p.m. at South Avenue United Methodist 
Church. Please use the left door on the 
Ross Avenue side. The public is welcome 
and refreshments will be served.

BOROUGH BUILDING 75TH from page 1

NMR Stream Cleanup 
Scheduled for Earth Day
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UPCOMING MEETINGS

4/6 (Mon.) 6:30 P.m. Planning Commission

4/8 (Wed.) 7 P.m. Council Legislative Session

4/14 (Tues.) 10:30 a.m. Finance Committee

4/15 (Wed.) 6:30 P.m. Council Work Session

4/16 (Thurs.) 5:30 P.m. Parks & Recreation Advisory Board

4/16 (Thurs.) 6:30 P.m. Community Art & Civic Design Commission

4/22 (Wed.) 6 P.m. Citizen’s Advisory Committee on Shade 

4/27 (Mon.) 5:30 P.m Joint Committee....to Reclaim Vacant Property

All meetings will take place in the Wilkinsburg Borough Building, 605 Ross Avenue.

WilkinsBurg Borough
www.wilkinsburgpa.gov

Wilkinsburg Council President Vanessa 
McCarthy-Johnson has re-established council 
committees to help in the governance of the 
Borough. The committees allow residents 
to be involved in discussions regarding 
the Borough. Each committee has regular, 
separate meetings, will advertise those 
meetings so the public can attend. The only 
committees that are not open to the public 
are the Personnel and Hiring Committee. 
The following are brief descriptions of each 
committee. Please visit www.wilkinsburgpa.
gov for more information.

Personnel
Paige Trice, Chair, Marc Tiaini and Eugenia Moore

This committee reviews professional 
service contracts, insurance needs, 
and employment policies and serves as 
the constituent ombudsman (official 
appointed to investigate complaints against 
maladministration). It reviews the Borough 
Manager’s personnel policies and represents 
the public interest in the improvement of 
personnel administration.

Hiring
Eugenia Moore, Paige Trice, Kate Granneman, 
Michael Lefebvre

This committee helps with the 
recruitment and interviewing of 
Borough Manager candidates. It makes 
recommendations to full Council on 
candidates after reviewing resumes and 
preliminary interviews.

Community Relations/Special 
Events
Vanessa McCarthy-Johnson (chair), Kate Granneman, 
Pam Macklin

This committee develops programs that 
leverage and maximize Borough resources 
and develop strategies highlighting what 
Wilkinsburg has to offer. This committee, 
in conjunction with the Mayor and the 
community, is responsible for planning, 
recruiting volunteers, and supervising 
Borough special events.

Budget and Finance
Michael Lefebvre (chair), Eugenia Moore, Pamela 
Macklin
This committee oversees preparation, 
revisions and completion of the annual 

budget, estimating revenues and 
expenditures with procedures established 
by the PA Borough Code in conjunction 
with the Borough Manager and Finance 
Director. 

Capital Planning/Economic 
Development & Revitalization
Patrick Shattuck (chair), Kate Granneman, Marita 
Garrett 

This committee oversees Borough 
property, subdivision, zoning regulations,  
and community development and 
revitalization including Borough 
beautification, streetscape improvements 
Borough’s Comprehensive Plan. It is to 
create programs to retain and attract 
business and new development.

Civic Sector and Constituent/
Business Outreach
Pamela Macklin (chair), Marita Garrett, Eugenia Moore

This committee reaches out to the 
civic sector (non-profit organizations), the 
residents and local businesses to ensure that 
each has the opportunity to identify and 
offer suggestions to improving Wilkinsburg. 
This committee is to share concerns and 
make recommendations as related to quality 
of life issues. 

Public Safety
Kate Granneman, Chair, Patrick Shattuck, Pamela 
Macklin

This committee has the oversight 
of emergency management policies and 
procedures, and works with the Mayor and 
the Police Department to ensure the safety 

of residents. The chair of this committee 
serves as the liaison with the City of 
Pittsburgh and Eastern Area Prehospital 
Services. This committee addresses any 
other public safety issues in the Borough, 
works with the block clubs to develop 
policies and inform members, and examines 
ideas to improve public safety. This 
committee meets on Mondays at 4 p.m.

Administration
Vanessa McCarthy-Johnson, Chair, Eugenia Moore, 
Michael Lefebvre
This committee oversees the cost-
effectiveness and efficient operation of the 
Borough, as well as reviewing (with Finance 
committee) contracts for the Borough 
(including garbage, police and fire, SEIU). 
This committee will look at long-term goals 
and objectives on the Borough’s physicality.

The Borough is looking to fill many 
vacancies on the following volunteer 
boards, authorities, and commissions:

Civil Service Commission, Commercial 
& Industrial Development Authority,  
Community Art & Civic Design, Library 
Board, Parks & Recreation Advisory Board, 
Pension Board, Planning Commission, Shade 
Tree Committee, Wilkinsburg Municipal 
Authority, Wilkinsburg Redevelopment 
Authority, Wilkinsburg Penn Joint Water 
Authority, Zoning Hearing Board

Find the Talent Bank Application 
at www.wilkinsburgpa.gov to complete 
an application and return it to the Front 
Office of the Borough Building:

 

Wilkinsburg Borough Council Committees
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WCdC
www.wilkinsburgcdc.org

Volunteer for the Vacant Home Tour

WCDC CALENDAR

To Be Announced Liquor License Referendum Public Meeting

4/20 (Mon.) 6-8 P.m. Business Financing Workshop, Community LIFE

4/22 (Wed.) 6:30 P.m. Liquor License Referendum Public Meeting
Wilkinsburg Borough Bldg.

5/9 (Sat.) 11 a.m.–3 P.m. Vacant Home Tour, Wilkinsburg Borough Bldg.

5/11 (Mon.) 9-11 a.m Free Home Buying Workshop, phdainc.org

®

Rebuilding Together Seeks Wilkinsburg 
Homeowners in Need of Repairs

Is your home in need of repairs? Are you over 60, 
on permanent disability, 
or a veteran? Does your 
household income fall below 
200% of the Federal Poverty 
Guidelines? Do you own 
your own home and have you 
lived in it for 3 years? 

Rebuilding Together 
Pittsburgh’s mission is to bring volunteers and communities 
together to improve the homes and lives of low-income 
homeowners in need by providing critical home repairs at 
no cost to the homeowner. Rebuilding Together Pittsburgh 
helps homeowners with a variety of health and safety 
repairs, including safety modifications, such as grab bars 
and handrails, carpentry, plumbing, electrical, masonry, 
flooring, plastering, painting, and occasional roofing 
repairs. Rebuilding Together Pittsburgh is currently looking 
for Wilkinsburg homeowners in need of repairs. If you or 
someone you know may be interested in these services, call 
412.922.0953 for more information and an application.

Learn How to Finance Your Business
Attention existing and aspiring business owners! 

The WCDC’s Business Financing Workshop returns to 
Wilkinsburg on April 20. This workshop offers a FREE 
opportunity to learn about conventional and special loan 
programs; public and nonprofit lending resources; business 
planning assistance; and personal credit tips and requirements. 
A panel of lending professionals will be available to provide 
advice and answer questions. This year’s workshop will take 
place on Monday, April 20, 6-8 p.m. at Community LIFE, 301 
Meade St., Wilkinsburg. Space is limited, so reserve your spot 
today! Email jennifer@wilkinsburgcdc.org or call 412.727.7855 
to learn more and to RSVP. 

The first-ever Vacant Home Tour comes to Wilkinsburg this 
May, and volunteers are needed to ensure a successful event! 

Volunteer tasks may include setting up, cleaning up, guiding 
tour goers, and assisting tour guides. 

The tour will run from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Saturday, 
May 9. Morning (10 a.m.-1 p.m.) and 
afternoon (1-4 p.m.) volunteer shifts are 
currently available.  If you’re interested in 
volunteering, please email vacanthometour@
gmail.com to confirm your availability. To 
learn more about the Vacant Home Tour, 
visit VacantHomeTour.com.

To support the WCDC, send a tax-
deductible contribution to 1001 Wood 
St., Wilkinsburg, PA 15221
OR donate online at
wilkinsburgcdc.org
Thank you!
 412.727.7855 • 412.871.3149 (fax)
 info@wilkinsburgcdc.org
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School District
www.wilkinsburgschools.org

        SCHOOL EVENTS & MEETINGS

2/9 (Mon.) Board Committee Meeting: 
Policy and Planning

2/9 (Mon.) Board Committee Meeting: 
Community Relations

2/16 (Mon.) President’s Day, No School

3/31 (Tues.) End of 3rd Grading Period

The Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra 
collaborates with local residents and 
organizations to perform an annual 
concert at Wilkinsburg High School, and 
all proceeds from the concert go to the 
music programs in the Wilkinsburg School 
District. More information about ticketing 
and this year’s concert will be available 
on the Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra 
website in spring 2015.

This year’s concert is Thursday, April 
23 at 7 p.m. For more information, call 
412.371.9504, extension 2717.

W IL K IN SB U R G
C O M M U N I T Y

CO N CER T

ALL PROCEEDS FROM THE CONCERT GO TO THE MUSIC PROGRAMS IN THE WILKINSBURG SCHOOL DISTRICT

FRIDAY, MAY 16, 2014. 7PM  •  WILKINSBURG HIGH SCHOOL AUDITORIUM

$10 FOR ADULTS
$5 FOR STUDENTS

Tickets inquiries: 412-371-9504 x 2717
Tickets also available at the door.

Pittsburgh Symphony in 
Wilkinsburg April 23

WILKINSBURG 
SCHOOL DISTRICT
PRE-KINDERGARTEN 

& KINDERGARTEN

Early Registration 
begins the week of 

April 1, 2015

Snow Days and Spring Recess Rescheduling

On Tuesday, March 24, the School Board approved changes to the 2014-2015 school 
calendar to accommodate snow days. There were two snow days, for which the school 
district was closed—February 20 and March 5.

Two snow make-up days will be taken from the spring recess, Wednesday and 
Thursday, April 1 and 2, are now regular school days.  School will still be closed on Good 
Friday, April 3.  Students will still be off on Monday and Tuesday, April 6 and 7, while 
the school district will be open for teachers and staff on those two days. 

In efforts to provide parents with information they can use to improve their children’s ability to 
succeed in the classroom, the school district presented a relaxing Winter Wonders workshop for 
parents. The workshop, held Wednesday, March 18, at the Georgetown Centre in Pleasant Hills, 
was a day filled with educational and motivational ideas for parents to take home and share with 
family and friends. Activities included a continental breakfast and lunch buffet. This year’s guest 
speaker was Tim Hartman. 
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African immigrants meeting in a former 
auto parts warehouse in Wilkinsburg. South 
Hills Bible Chapel has started a new church 
meeting at Pittsburgh Urban Christian 
School. 

Pittsburgh Urban Christian School was 
a great school for our son—family oriented, 
diverse, creative, and hard working, just 
like this community. PUCS joined with 
dozens of Wilkinsburg volunteers this year 
for a KaBOOM! project to renovate the 
Ferguson Park playground, at the corner of 
Center and South. I wish I 
could say something about 
each of the programs in 
this city of churches. The 
Wilkinsburg Community 
Ministry does so much to 
feed the hungry.

Thank you to the 
dedicated Wilkinsburg 
librarians! Betsy, Joel, 
Susan and all the helpers. 
The amazing mural in the 
hallway of the Borough 
building was painted 
in 1945 by WPA artist 
Harold Carpenter—that’s Works Progress 
Administration; my dad told me WPA 
stood for We Poke Along. But the WPA 
in addition to building roads contributed 
hundreds of new pieces of music and 
thousands of art works to America.

You can look up the story of Abraham 
Lincoln at the library and the story of 
his statue on Penn Avenue built in 1916, 
and enduring several misadventures. In 
the stacks at the library you’ll find a bust 
of John F. Kennedy with a 1967 letter 

from Robert F. Kennedy 
thanking Wilkinsburg for 
remembering the president 
in this way. A year later 
Bobby Kennedy died in 
Los Angeles. The sculpture 
is by Robert Gabriel, a 
CMU professor. It was very 

controversial since Wilkinsburg was almost 
entirely Republican at the time. Don’t miss 
the library’s annual sale and join the Friends 
of the Library. A lifetime membership is 
only $50.

I give thanks for the writers who live 
and work in Wilkinsburg. Have you read 
the mystery novels of Kathryn Gray Haines? 

Her short story Homecoming appears in 
Pittsburgh Noir with a sad twist on a soldier 
returning home to the Wilkinsburg Train 
Station walking along Hay Street only to 
find his wife—who eats Lady Baltimore 
cakes from Kregar’s—has fallen in love with 
the next door neighbor while he was gone. 
Fiction of course.

I give thanks for our Wilkinsburg Post 
Office—far fewer lines at any season of the 
year than the Post Office in Squirrel Hill.  

I am thankful for musicians who have 
served this community. Eugene Reichenfeld,  

conductor of the Wilkinsburg 
Symphony for more than half 
a century beginning in 1941, 
is still living at age 103. Born 
in Hungary, his love of music 
came in part from the gypsies 
who lived in Braddock. The 
Wilkinsburg Symphony played 
concerts at the YWCA, the High 
School Auditorium with quarter 
notes inlaid in the linoleum, 
Graham Field, and the Borough 
Building. The Wilkinsburg Junior 
Symphony, started by Gene, is 

still going strong under the new name Opus 
II. 

I’ve been 
privileged to host a 
concert given by the 
Pittsburgh Symphony 
at Wilkinsburg High 
School. They’ve been 
playing for the last ten 
years. The symphony 
is working with Lois 
Clark and Mayor 
Thompson; they’ve 
raised more than 
$60,000 for the band 
and  music program. 
You can support the 
effort by showing up 
at the next concert on 
April 23. 

I was fortunate 
to know Pittsburgh 
Symphony trombone 
Byron McCulloh, his 
wife and daughter 
Meg—all little people 
no taller than 4 feet—
who lived on the steep 
part of Penn Avenue 

in Wilkinsburg. Byron was a composer and 
conductor who played and wrote a world 
premiere for Andre Previn. Some listeners 
did not know what to think of Byron’s 
music. 

Our  Conductor Lorin Maazel 
remembers someone backstage after 
a concert exclaiming, “Maestro your 
performance tonight was irreparable!”

—To be continued in the May issue

SPECIAL PLACE from page 1

1789 S. Braddock Avenue

Suite 410

Pittsburgh, PA 15218

www.metrofamilypractice.org

412-247-2310
Health care to all people, at every stage in life, 

without regard to their ability to pay…
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Greater Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce
1001 Wood St., Wilkinsburg 15221 •  412.242.0234
info@wilkinsburgchamber.com

www.wilkinsburgchamber.com
ChamBer of CommerCe

Monthly Meeting
The Chamber of Commerce monthly meeting is April 16 at 8 a.m. at the Borough 

Building, second floor in the Borough Council Chambers.

Business After Hours
This month’s Business After Hours is April 22 from 5–7 p.m. at Trash2Treasures, 

303 S Trenton Ave, hosted by Trash2Treasures and Abracadabra Contracting.

Sponsor a Snowflake
To help make Penn Ave @ Wood St sparkle this coming winter, limited sponsorships 

are available. Interested parties may inquire at info@wilkinsburgchamber.com. 

Featured Business: Al’s Fish and Chicken
Al’s Fish & Chicken, a 

family owned business, opened 
its doors at 1000 Penn Avenue 
in 2008. Al’s Fish & Chicken 
is a take-out restaurant located 
in the heart of Wilkinsburg’s 
Business District, a part of the 
historic Lincoln Highway, and 
in a historic building built in 
the late 1800s. Al Aqra had the 
building renovated in 2007, 
being that it was vacant for a 
number of years. Before that, 
it housed a diner which was a 
regular spot for locals. “We are proud to be a part of the growing Wilkinsburg business 
district.”  

      Al’s Fish & Chicken is open 7 days a week and serves 
five different kind of fried fish which include ocean perch, 
catfish, tilapia, whiting, and cod, in addition to the fresh 
made-to-order chicken wings, shrimp, gyros, salads, hoagies, 
and burgers. Al’s Fish & Chicken offers lunch delivery until 
4 p.m. Monday through Saturday and catering services for 
group functions and parties. Recently, Al’s Fish & Chicken 
has expanded near Kennywood Park. Check out their new 

location at 1021 Duquesne Blvd., Duquesne 15110. Only the best ingredients are used, 
which keeps customers coming back time and again.

For more information, visit www.alsfishandchicken.com or www.facebook.com/
als.fish.chicken. Call 412.241.2626 for take-out or delivery during hours of operation, 
Monday through Friday 10 a.m. to 10 p.m., Saturday 11 a.m. to 10 p.m., and Sunday 11 
a.m. to 8 p.m.

Submit a Be-a-Member Feature
Submit a self-produced article about your business or event in next month’s issue of 

the Wilkinsburg Sun and Chamber newsletter. Email info@wilkinsburgchamber.com

Wilkinsburg Farmers Market
Beginning June 1 (through October), visit weekly for non-GMO produce, artisanal 

products, food trucks, music, and more!

Library events are free and open to all. 
Make reservations in advance at front desk or 
by calling 412.244.2940.

Adult Programs
Tai Chi, April 3, 10, 17, 24, 10 a.m.—Low 

impact exercise classes
Landscape Oil Painting, April 7–May 26, 

Tuesdays, 10-Noon—For adults 55+, beginners 
or experienced. Class size limited.

Memoir Workshop (Eastridge), April 8, 15, 
22, 29, 10 a.m.-Noon—Write your life stories.  
Record memories for yourself and loved ones.

Readers Theatre Class, April 9–May 28, 
Thursdays, 10-11 a.m.—Acting with script in 
hand. Class size limited. 

General Fiction Book Group, April 29, 1-2 
p.m..—Pick up select title at front desk.

Crochet Class, Mondays, 2 p.m.—Learn or 
brush up on crocheting skills.

Computer Basics, Wednesdays 10-11 a.m.—
Registration required.

Children’s Programs
Tech Time, April 2, 3-5 p.m.—Learn a cool 

new tech skill using the computer, tablets 
and more. Ages 9 and up.

Movie Night, April, 4 p.m.—Enjoy snacks 
and Viking Dragon Training, Pt 2

Food Lab, April 16, 3-4 p.m.—Time to 
play with your food!  Please contact library 
regarding any allergies.  Ages 7 and up.

Lego Club, April 23, 3-5:30 p.m.—Build 
whatever you can imagine.  Ages 5 and up.

Yu-Gi-Oh! Duelist League, April 25, 1-3 
p.m.—“Dual” in a non-competitive and 
casual environment. New players receive 
demo decks. Ages 7 and up.

How to Draw Manga, April 30, 4 p.m. —
Professional artist teaches basics of manga 
illustration. All skill levels, ages 8 and up.

Family Story Time, Tuesdays, 11:30 a.m.—
Join us for stories, songs and games. Ages 6 
mos. to 5 yrs with an adult.

Wii Time, Thursdays, 3-4:30 p.m.—Open 
Wii play for kids of all ages. Come play 
Mario Kart, Guitar Hero, Sports and more.

Public Library Events

Home Buying Workshop
A free home buying workshop will 

be held Monday, May 11, at 6 p.m. at 
Landmarks Housing Resource Center 
at 744 Rebecca Avenue. To register, call 
412.242.2700 or visit www.phdainc.org.



Whereas, Barbara Ervin was elected to Wilkinsburg 
Borough in November 2005 and again in November 2009 by the 
residents of the 1st Ward of the Borough of Wilkinsburg, County 
of Allegheny, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania; and,

Whereas, Councilwoman Ervin served on many committees 
during her eight years of service in particular Capital Planning 
and Public Works and,

Whereas, Councilwoman Ervin served as the Borough’s 
alternate representative on the Turtle Creek Valley COG

Whereas, Councilwoman Ervin was appointed and served as 
board member of the Wilkinsburg Municipal Authority and the 
Wilkinsburg Industrial Authority for many years,

Whereas, Councilwoman Ervin organized and chaired 
the 1st Ward block clubs to the benefit of the Wilkinsburg 
community.

Whereas, Councilwoman Ervin organized and supervised 
participants of the Pittsburgh Renewal program to perform their 
community service in Wilkinsburg clearing and cleaning up 
vacant lots and vegetation every weekend thoughout the summer 
months for several years to improve our Wilkinsburg community

Whereas, Councilwoman Ervin diligently advocated 
and conscientiously served the residents of the Borough 
of Wilkinsburg for eight years from January 2006 through 
December 2009 and again from January 2010 through December 
2013; and

Whereas, Councilwoman Ervin faithfully executed her 
duties and improved the quality of life for all the residents of 
Wilkinsburg

Whereas, Mayor John A. Thompson, on behalf of the 
Borough Council of the Borough of Wilkinsburg and its 
residents, proudly recognize Barbara Ervin for her years of service 
and commitment to the community

In furtherance, Wilkinsburg Borough Council declares the 
day of March 18, 2015, a day of mourning, and celebration of 
the life of Barbara Ervin, an honored and esteemed resident and 
community servant.

—John A. Thompson, Mayor, Borough of Wilkinsburg
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