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The Wilkinsburg Train Station turns 
100 in 2016, and the WCDC plans to 
celebrate the centennial by kicking off a 
capital campaign to secure funding for the 
building’s restoration.

Stay tuned to the WCDC email blasts, 
Facebook, and Twitter for updates on this 
exciting project and ways to get involved. 

See more WCDC news on their page, 
page 4.

Now that the partnership agreement 
between the Wilkinsburg School District 
(WSD) and Pittsburgh Public Schools 
has been approved by both school 
districts, the WSD is one step closer to 
having its students in grades 7-12 attend 
Westinghouse Academy beginning in the 
Fall of 2016. 

Many activities are currently underway 
to ensure a smooth transition for all 
students. 

On Friday, November 6, a group of 
Wilkinsburg student leaders traveled to 
Westinghouse Academy to meet with 
student leaders there. Together, they talked 
about the agreement and what it might 
mean to each of them individually and the 
combined student bodies, as a whole. 

The meeting had a positive feel, and 
all five students present talked about the 
future and the many possibilities that 
can exist as a result of the partnership 
agreement. While there were some 
concerns expressed as well, the overall 
sentiment expressed was one of optimism.

Train Station Fundraising 
Campaign to Kick Off in 
New Year

Left to right: Wilkinsburg student Annette Payne, 
Westinghouse students Robert Montgomery and Mya 
Alford, and Wilkinsburg students Shawn Stubbs and 
Sehshay Turner.

Paving the Path for the 
2016 School Transition 
Begins Now

Tastes of Wilkinsburg
Finding unique and delicious food nearby; the third in a series.

Tucked away on Wood Street is an 
eatery that has been serving homecooking 
for over 20 years. The Soul Food 
Connection is a small, cozy place but 
Hosea and Gloria Ghafoor make a big 
southern-style menu, including ribs, 
their popular fried chicken, steak salad, 
collard greens in tasty vinegar sauce, peach 
cobbler, sweet potato pie, and macaroni 
and cheese like your grandmother’s.

Most customers order take-out or 
call ahead for catering, but there is some 
counter seating for 
when you want to 
take a break from 
your small business 
shopping, errands 
and refueling.

Customers say 
they like that they 
can bring home a 
whole dinner for 
their family for less 
than $20.

Ghafoor says that he is glad to be 
in Wilkinsburg. He and his wife opened 
the restaurant in April of 1993 at 819 
Wood Street and have been serving the 
community and beyond ever since. 

Hours are 11 a.m.–5:30 p.m. Monday 
through Thursday and until 7:30 on 
Fridays.

Hosea Ghafoor and his fried chicken.

Soul Food Connection’s steak 
salad.
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Percolate Gallery will host a Holiday 
Arts Sale on the weekends of Dec. 12–13 
and Dec. 19–20, with the gallery open, 
from 12–4 p.m.

Opening night of the holiday show is 
Saturday, Dec. 12 from 6 - 9 p.m., featuring 
the work of over 30 artists, including Bill 
Miller, Kathryn Carr, Kate Bazis, Gabe 
Felice, Katy DeMent, John Sokol, Michelle 
Gregio. There will be lots of affordable art 
and crafts for gift-giving needs.

In January, Percolate will present the 
wildly futuristic artwork of Ryder Henry.  
Opening on Saturday, January 9 from 6 
–9 pm, the show runs until January 31. 
Admission is free. Refreshments will be 

served. Percolate is open on Saturdays 
from 12–4 p.m., and by appointment 
412.606.1220.

DE C  5   Holiday Light Up, Saturday, 5 p.m. , Penn Avenue Parklet

DE C  5    Community Christmas Concert, Saturday, 2–4 p.m. 
Christian Church of Wilkinsburg, 748 Wallace Ave. Free admission with donation 
of canned goods or money to support Wilkinsburg Community Ministry.  

DE C  12  Wilkinsburg Holiday Parade, Saturday, 11 a.m. 
Swissvale Ave. (at Montier) to Penn Ave to Wood St., ending at 747 Wallace Ave. 
Grand Marshall: Pastor Janet Heller Burris. Theme: “Let There Be Peace on Earth 
and Let It Begin with Me.” For information, call 412.244.9519.

DE C  13  Mandolin Orchestra Holiday Concert, Sunday, 3-4 p.m.
Mifflin Avenue United Methodist Church, 905 Mifflin Avenue. Holiday music 
and singalong. Local musicians conducted by Charley Rappaport, vocalist Gary 
Burdick. Free-will offering dinner after the concert. $7 at door; $5 seniors; 
Children under 14 free. For more information: TConrad@verizon.net

DE C  15  WCDC Holiday Happy Hour, Tuesday, 5 p.m.
Salvatore’s at 612 Penn Ave. RSVP: marlee@wilkinsburgcdc.org or 412.727.7855.

DE C  19  7th Annual Wilkinsburg A’Caroling, Saturday, 5:30 p.m.
Meet at the corner of Whitney and Center Avenues to form caroling groups to 
sing holiday joy to area residents until 6:30 p.m.

Wi l k i n s b u r g  H o l i d a y  C a l e n d a r

The Wilkinsburg Sanctuary Project 
will be sponsoring its third Art and Talent 
Show for Peace on Friday, February 19. 
showcasing the talents of Wilkinsburg’s 
young people.  

Youth who live, go to school or 
worship in Wilkinsburg are invited to sing, 
dance, create a rap, read a poem, or create 
a work of art for peace. More information 
will be available in January. 

Art And Talent Show For Peace to Showcase Youth  

Percolate’s Holiday Arts Sale and Shows

Ryder Henry painting.

O t h e r  h o l i d a y -
r e l a t e d  e v e n t s 

c a n  b e  f o u n d  o n 
p a g e  6.
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UPCOMING MEETINGS

12/2 (Wed.) 6:30 p.m. Council Work Session

12/7 (Mon.) 6:30 p.m. Planning Commission

12/8 (Tues.) 12 p.m. Public Safety Forum

12/9 (Wed.) 2 p.m. Citizen’s Advisory Committee on Shade Trees

12/9 (Wed.) 7 p.m. Council Legislative Session

12/10 (Thurs.) 10 a.m Civic Sector & Constituent/Business Outreach 
Committee, 1st floor conf. room

12/11 (Fri.) 10:30 a.m. Finance Committee, 1st floor conf. room

12/14 (Mon.) 4 p.m. Public Safety Committee

12/16 (Wed.) 6:30 p.m. Council Work Session (if needed)

12/17 (Thurs.) 5:30 p.m. Parks & Recreation Advisory Bd., 1st floor conf. room 

12/17 (Thurs.) 6:30 p.m. Community Art & Civic Design Commission

12/22 (Tues.) 5 p.m. Public Safety Forum

12/23 (Wed.) 6 p.m. Shade Tree Advisory Committee

12/28 (Mon.) 5:30 p.m. Joint Tax Comm. on Admin. Process to Reclaim
Vacant Property

1/4 (Mon.) 6:30 p.m. Council Reorganization Meeting

1/18 (Mon.) 4 p.m. Public Safety Committee

All meetings will take place in Wilkinsburg Borough Building, 605 Ross Ave.

WilkinsBurg Borough
www.wilkinsburgpa.gov

Borough’s Year-End Roundup
’Tis the season for making lists and we 

here at the Borough have ours for helping 
residents enjoy the winter holidays and the 
first few months of the New Year:

 Be Safe, Part 1
Where holiday shoppers abound, so 

do those whose spirits are more Grinch-
like! Lock up purchases, and any valuables 
you are not taking with you, in the trunk 
of your car.

Be Safe, Part 2
Don’t put boxes announcing all your 

new gifts at the curb – it’s like telling a 
would-be thief, “hey, look at all the cool 
new stuff we have in our house!”.  Break 
down boxes and drop them off at one 
of the Borough’s recycling trailers (train 
station, parking lot on Wallace across from 
the high school, DPW garage at 1230 Park 
Avenue).

Be A Good Neighbor, Part 1
As we approach the season of giving, 

don’t forget that some of our residents 
may not be able to provide gifts for their 
children. Wilkinsburg will again have 
a toy drive – check the website (www.
wilkinsburgpa.gov) or signs in the Borough 
building for information about how to 
donate (and to sign up to receive toys).

Be A Good Neighbor, Part 2
And don’t forget—the Wilkinsburg 

Free Store, a volunteer-run store offering 
free goods to neighbors in need—will be 
popping up at 619 Penn Avenue. They are 
accepting donations of new and gently 
used clothing and goods.

Be A Good Neighbor, Part 3
Although there is no indication of it 

yet, winter weather will be here! Borough 
ordinance requires that homeowners keep 
their sidewalks free from snow and ice; any 
accumulation must be removed within 24 
hours. 

Be A Good Neighbor, Part 4
When the winter weather does 

arrive, can heating bills be far behind? Be 
sure to check on any elderly or disabled 
neighbors who may be having trouble 

heating their home, and tell them about 
the Low Income Home Energy Assistance 
Program. LIHEAP provides bill-paying and 
weatherization assistance; go here for more 

information: www.dhs.pa.gov/citizens/
heatingassistanceliheap.

Be Good To The Earth
Many residents will be receiving gifts 

of technology this season, but remember 
that your old electronic device is no gift 
to the planet. Many electronic devices 
contain hazardous compounds like 
cadmium, mercury and lead, and cannot 
be dumped in a landfill. PA is one of 25 
states that have passed electronic recycling 
laws, meaning you can no longer just 
toss your old devices out with the weekly 
trash. See the Borough’s website (www.
wilkinsburgpa.gov) for information about 
electronic waste recycling. 

We wish you and yours health and 
happiness through the holiday 

season and into the New Year.
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WCDC CALENDAR

12/5 (Sat.) 11 a.m.–3 p.m. Wilkinsburg Free Store Pop-Up 
619 Penn Ave.

12/15 (Tues.) 5–7:30 p.m. WCDC Holiday Happy Hour
612 Penn Ave. RSVP 412.727.7855

12/24 & 12/25
(Thurs.–Fri.)

all Day WCDC office closed.

12/31 & 1/1
(Thurs.–Fri.)

all Day WCDC office closed.

1/30 (Sat.) 9-11 a.m. WCDC Board Meeting
1001 Wood St.

WCdC
www.wilkinsburgcdc.org

To support the WCDC, send a tax-
deductible contribution to 1001 Wood 
St., Wilkinsburg, PA 15221
OR donate online at
wilkinsburgcdc.org
Thank you!
 412.727.7855 • 412.871.3149 (fax)
 info@wilkinsburgcdc.org

®

As a 501 (c)(3) nonprofit organization, 
the WCDC relies on donations. Without 
the financial support of residents, 
businesses, and other community 
partners, the WCDC’s work to promote 
the revitalization of Wilkinsburg could 
not continue. 

Over the past year, thanks to a 
dedicated group of supporters, the 
WCDC was able to: 

Receive Main Street designation, 
making Wilkinsburg eligible for more 
state funding and tax incentives;

Host the first-ever Vacant Home 
Tour, which continues to receive local, 
national, and international praise;

Lift the ban on liquor licenses, 
opening up more opportunities for new 

and existing businesses and filling a need 
gap in the business district;

Promote Wilkinsburg through 
media outreach, resulting in 71 positive 
press stories about the borough;

Develop a new grant fund to help 
Wilkinsburg businesses enhance their 
marketing and brand; and

Create a new 
enhanced tax 
abatement to 
provide additional 
tax relief to people 
who want to invest 
in Wilkinsburg. 

Help the 
WCDC continue 
and grow this 
work in 2016 
by making a 
tax-deductible 
contribution 
today. Donations 
received on or 
before December 31, 2015 may be written 
off on your 2015 tax return. 

To make a secure donation online, 
visit wilkinsburgcdc.org/donate. You 
may also mail or drop off a check to the 
WCDC office located at 1001 Wood St., 
Wilkinsburg, PA 15221. Thank you, in 
advance, for supporting the revitalization 
of Wilkinsburg!

Make Your End–of–Year 
Donation to the WCDC

Wilkinsburg 
Featured in 
WQED Special

If you missed the premiere of the 
WQED Special, Why Not Wilkinsburg?, in 
November, you can now watch it anytime 
online at wqed.org. Just click on the TV 
tab and select WQED Specials. 

Many thanks to WQED Senior 
Producer and Wilkinsburg native, 
Minette Seate, and her team for creating 
this program and highlighting the many 
exciting projects that are currently 
underway in Wilkinsburg.  

Wilkinsburg House & 
Garden Tour 2016 
Planning Underway

Do you want to get involved with the 
Wilkinsburg House & Garden Tour next 
year? The WCDC is currently seeking 
committee members to help plan the tour, 
homeowners who are willing to show 
their home on the tour, event sponsors, 
day-of volunteers, and vendors. If you’re 
interested in helping out, email marlee@
wilkinsburgcdc.org or call 412.727.7855.
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School District
www.wilkinsburgschools.org

SCHOOL DISTRICT CALENDAR

12/14 (Mon.) 7 p.m. Board Community Relations Meeting

12/22 (Tues.) 7 p.m. Board Legislative Session

12/23–1/1 Winter Break

1/15 (Fri.) End of Grading Period

1/18-19 (Mon.-Tues.) No School. Martin Luther King / Clerical Day

Pittsburgh Firefighters took time out of their busy 
schedules and visited Kelly Elementary School. They provided 
kindergartners and first graders with winter jackets. “The kids 
were so excited, and they look so cute in their coats!” said Diane 
Meszaros, kindergarten teacher at Kelly Elementary.

New Coats for Students

Top right: a thank-you from students to 
firefighters for the coats. Bottom: First graders.

For information on the 
school merger, including 

frequently asked questions 
and answers, visit www.
wilkinsburgschools.org.

On October 17, alumni came out in record numbers to celebrate what 
may be the last Wilkinsburg Tigers Homecoming game.  They came from 
as far away as Texas and Hawaii. Alumni cheerleaders cheered, alumni 
band members played, and old friends were reunited.  For more pictures 
like these, taken by Class of ’78 Barb Alles Barry, see the Wilkinsburg 
Sun’s photo album on Facebook.
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Two Parks Readied for Winter 
University of Pittsburgh’s Pitt Serves visited Wilkinsburg again 

to clean up and plant bulbs at the entrance to Linear Park at South 
Avenue and Hay Street on November 8. Borough council members 
Paige Trice and Pamela Macklin and 20 Pitt students, three local 
teenage volunteers, and Macklin’s 5-year-old granddaughter dug up 
five flower beds, weeded and planted daffodil, tulip, and crocus bulbs 
donated by Trice. The team also raked leaves, picked up trash, and 
swept the area. 

On November 14, neighbors came out for a morning of leaf 
raking and general clean-up at Whitney Park.  It was a good day and 
not too cold. Volunteers talked as they worked. Now the paths are 
clear and people can walk around and use the playsets and basketball 
court without tripping over branches or piles of leaves. The neighbors’ 
efforts will make a big difference in using the park this winter, as 
well as making spring clean-up easier.  Coordinator Marty Fruendt 
expressed thanks to all who participated and to the Wilkinsburg 
DPW for picking up the piles of leaves and branches the workers piled 
up in the parking lot. 

Pittsburgh Urban Christian School students teamed up with 
students from the Western Pennsylvania School for the Deaf (WPSD) 
to sing and sign at  the Wilkinsburg Give Thanks Breakfast on 
November 17. The breakfast featured speaker Greg Bower, who gave a 
history of the WPSD especially its involvement, service and leadership 
in the Wilkinsburg community.

Justin, Kate, Craig, Sarah and Susan from the team that winterized Whitney Park.

Hilltop Block Watch is hosting its second annual 
Holiday Party, December 12 from 12-3:30 p.m. at the 
Eastridge Branch of the Wilkinsburg Library, 1900 
Graham Blvd. 

Wilkinsburg residents, family, and friends are 
invited to this family-friendly celebration. 

It’s potluck style so attendees are asked to please 
bring a bite to eat to share with others. Those who 
wish to participate in a voluntary grab bag should 
bring a wrapped, gender-neutral gift of $10 value or 
less.

To participate in the Awesome, Crazy, Weird 
Sweater Contest, guests should wear a holiday sweater 
that stands out the most in any of the three categories. 
Winners could win the coveted sweater trophy or 
other prizes.

A Santa’s open house will be held on Saturday, December 
12 from 2-4 p.m. at the Christian Church of Wilkinsburg at 748 
Wallace Avenue (across the street from the Wilkinsburg Senior 
High School).

All families are invited for a free photograph with Santa 
Claus for the first 50 families, as well as refreshments, games 
and prizes for all.

“Come and help all to remember that Jesus is the reason for 
the season,” said Pastor Janet Burriss.

Santa’s Open House on December 12

Last year’s Santa’s Open House at the Christian 
Church of Wilkinsburg.

Hilltop Block Watch Hosting 2nd 
Annual Holiday Party at Eastridge

Two Schools Team Up for Wilkinsburg 
Give Thanks Breakfast
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Greater Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce
1001 Wood St., Wilkinsburg 15221 •  412.242.0234
info@wilkinsburgchamber.com

www.wilkinsburgchamber.com
Chamber of Commerce

Thank You for an Awesome Market Season
The additions to this season’s farmer’s market 

drew in new faces to the area and new involvement 
with the community. Thank you to the vendors who 
endured the rain on many Thursdays over the past 
six months. The Chamber looks forward to your 

participation in the future and welcome more for next year. The future growth of the 
Wilkinsburg Thursday Open Market is underway with more community involvement. Let 
us know how we can make the WTOM even better.

Wilkinsburg Under Construction
All arrows are pointing up in 2016 for Wilkinsburg and the 

Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce. The Strategic Planning meeting 
on Nov 5 at PUCS was productive and enlightening. Ralph Yearick 
facilitated a constructive session in which to help take the Wilkinsburg 
Chamber of Commerce to the next level. Out of this, new committees 
are being created to continue the growth and community involvement of 
the chamber.

Volunteers are needed for 2016 for the Business Friendly Committee, Revenue 
Source Committee, and Membership Committee. Email to get involved!

Holiday Light Up in Parklet and Business After Hours
The Holiday Light Up event is December 3, 5-7 p.m. at the Park Avenue 

Parklet, followed by the Business After Hours event 
at Kenyon Jewelers. Host the next Business After Hours! Email to 
schedule event.

Wilkinsburg Give Thanks Breakfast a Success
Thanks was given at the 51st annual Wilkinsburg Gives Thanks Breakfast. On Nov 

17, 126 attendees gathered together at the Western PA School for the Deaf for an hour of 
entertaining music and captivating speakers. The Chamber of Commerce is grateful to 
all that made this event possible through generous sponsorships from Community Life 
and People’s Gas, along with our partners at the Wilkinsburg Community Development 
Corp., the Wilkinsburg Sun, Mike Hiller, Craig Keto, John Irwin, and others who 
donated. We were honored to have Greg Bower speak about the history of the WPSD 
and his involvement with its development throughout his tenure. The Chamber looks 
forward to seeing you at next’s years event. A portion of the proceeds benefit the 
Wilkinsburg Community Ministry. Make it a tradition!

Monthly Meeting
The Chamber’s monthly meeting is every 3rd Thursday at 8 a.m. on the 2nd floor of 

the Wilkinsburg Borough Building. The next meetings are Thursday December 17, 8 a.m. 
and January 21.

Join or Renew
Join or Renew your Chamber membership for 2016 now! There is a 10% discount 

until Dec 31. Credit cards accepted.

Sanctuary Project 
Works on Safety Plan for 
School Merger

The Wilkinsburg Sanctuary Project 
is working closely with PIIN (Pittsburgh 
Interfaith Impact Network) as well as with 
the Wilkinsburg School District to work 
on a safety plan for our youth who will be 
attending Westinghouse High School next 
school year.  If you have concerns about 
safety, please contact the coordinator of 
the Wilkinsburg Sanctuary Project, Pastor 
Janet Hellner-Burris at pastorjanethb@
verizon.net. Or come to one a Sanctuary 
Project meeting the second Tuesday of 
each month at 4 pm at The Christian 
Church of Wilkinsburg at 748 Wallace 
Avenue. 

The Wilkinsburg Sanctuary Project is 
a faith-based and grassroots initiative to 
end youth violence in our community. 

Meet Community Arts and Civic 
Design Commissioner Marita

“As a Wilkinsburg resident and 
councilperson, I feel the arts commission 
is invaluable to our community. We often 
look at numerous lists and articles that 
discuss the most livable places in our 
nation. Although nice houses, high median 
incomes, and schools definitely play an 
important role in a making a community 
liveable, it is crucial to look at the arts and 
culture of a community. Those play a vital 
part in Wilkinsburg. For those reasons, I 
am happy to be a commissioner to promote 
and assist in various forms of art that our 
residents can appreciate and highlight the 
beauty of Wilkinsburg.” —Marita Garret
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Basketball League to Open
The Bible Chapel and Pittsburgh 

Urban Christian School (PUCS) are 
launching Upward Basketball this winter 
at PUCS (809 Center Street, Wilkinsburg 
15221). The league is for all children 
grades K-8th grade and will run on 
Saturdays from January 9 to February 27. 
Practices will begin mid-December.

Upward is a Christian basketball 
league where children can grow mentally, 
athletically, spiritually, and socially.

Cost for the program is $54 per 
child, which includes uniforms and 
other learning materials involved in 
the league. Scholarships are available. 
More information can be found online 
at wilkinsburg.biblechapel.org/sports-at-
the-wilkinsburg-campus or by contacting 
Dave DiDonato, the Campus Pastor in 
Wilkinsburg, at ddidonato@biblechapel.org.

open to everyone, every day

East End Food Co-op

7516 Meade Street

Pittsburgh, PA 15208

(412) 242-3598

Daily Hours: 8 AM - 9 PM

www.eastendfood.coop

Available Warming Centers 

According to the Police Chief Ophelia 
Coleman, the following warming centers 
are available for Wilkinsburg residents to 
come in from the cold:

Hosanna House
Open 8:30 a.m.–9 p.m.
807 Wallace Avenue, 15221
412.342.1341

South Ave. Methodist Church
Open daylight hours
733 South Avenue, 15221
412.371.7421

Resolve Crisis Center
Open 24/7
333 N. Braddock Ave., 15206
412.647.8762

Kingsley Center
Open 24/7
7321 Frankstown Ave., 15206
412.244.4190

1789 S. Braddock Avenue

Suite 410

Pittsburgh, PA 15218

www.metrofamilypractice.org

412-247-2310
Health care to all people, at every stage in life, 

without regard to their ability to pay…

Trash 2 Treasure
an upscale resale 

furniture, accessory 
and novelty store

Tuesday, Wednesday & 
Friday 10 a.m.–5 p.m. and 

Thursday & Saturday 
10 a.m.–2 p.m.

303 S. Trenton Avenue
412.727.1432

Free Store Pops Up in Wilkinsburg on December 5
The first Free Store pop-up event will take place at 619 Penn Ave.
Free Store Wilkinsburg, modeled after Free Store 15104 in Braddock, will pop-up for 

a one-day event on December 5, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., at 619 Penn Ave. The Free Store offers 
free material goods to neighbors in need. 

Clip ’n Save

These students performed with the symphony at 
the 15th Annual Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra 
Community Concert at the Wilkinsburg High 
School Auditorium, from left to right: William 
Hines-Cox,  Aneiah Barnett-Travis, Shaimeire 
Jones, School Board President Ed Donovan, 
Hope Johnson, Cereniti Wilson, Chirelle Ray, 
Dejana Turner.  Fifth grader Chirelle Ray 
delighted the audience with her narrative 
reading.


