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A Free Community Newsletter Bringing You Good News About Wilkinsburg

Vince Neal to Speak at
Library for
Black History Month
“Who were the first six African
American presidents before Barack
Obama?” Vince Neal, area educator
and Wilkinsburg resident, will answer
this intiguing question on Wednesday,
February 22 at 4 p.m. at the main library.
The talk will be repeated on Thursday,
February 23 at 6 p.m. at the Eastridge
branch.

IMAGES FROM DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING DAY: Continuing a long tradition of honoring Dr. King in our
community, the Wilkinsburg Sanctuary Project hosted a prayer vigil on January 16 at the train station. The station was chosen
for this year’s vigil because the efforts of the WCDC to renovate it represent hope and transformation.
Top left: Participants wrote names of people who died in violence in this last year, placing it in a Wall of Tears, while ministers
from several congregations prayed and read quotes from Dr. King. Top right: Artist Jennifer Chenoweth (see her story on
page 4) cooked pancakes and served participants a free hot breakfast. Below: Mayor John Thompson addressed the community.

Neal’s presentation, “Connecting
the Dots,” promises to be an insightful
overview of Civil Rights history from Dred
Scott through President Obama. “The
many important moments and noted
individuals in Black History are more
interconnected than we usually think,”
states Neal.
When asked for some specifics
about “the first six African American
presidents” portion of his talk, Neal’s eyes
twinkled, “You’ll just have to be there on
February 22 or 23 to find out!”
A lifelong student of African
American history, Neal says he is “on a
mission to learn and then to give back to
the community.”
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5th Annual Art and Talent Show for
Peace—Call for Young Artists
The Wilkinsburg Sanctuary Project
(WSP) is sponsoring The Fifth Annual Art
and Talent Show for Peace on Saturday,
March 4 from 1-4 p.m. at the Homewood
Library, 7101 Hamilton Avenue.
Youth in grades 6-12 who live,
worship or go to school in Wilkinsburg or

Homewood (because of the Westinghouse
Academy partnership) are invited to
either submit a piece of art about peace or
perform a talent such as singing, playing an
instrument, dancing, reading poetry.
All 40 students will receive a $50
stipend for participating in the show.
Registration is required and will
be open on Saturday, February 25 from
1-4 pm at either the Christian Church
of Wilkinsburg at 748 Wallace Avenue
or at the Homewood-Brushton YMCA
at 7140 Bennett Street. For more
information, please contact Pastor Janet
Hellner-Burris at pastorjanethb@gmail.
com or 412.241.3556. The WSP website is
wilkinsburgsanctuaryproject.org.

American Girl Doll Library Drive
The American Girl Doll lending
library program, where visitors can check
out a doll for a week, has been a success
for the first two years of its countywide
service.
The time has arrived for replacements

and repairs as well as adding new doll kits
to the existing 58 kits.
Monetary donations may be made
at either Wilkinsburg Library locations.
Allegheny County Library Association is
coordinating the effort and any checks
should be made out to: “ACLA American
Girl Collection.” Donations may also be
made online at tinyurl.com/j7vbu9s.
The program builds civic engagement
and childhood literacy. Each kit also
contains accessories, a corresponding
book; letters to the child and parent; and
a brochure from the Heinz History Center
that discusses what Pittsburgh was like in
the doll’s time period.

Now and Zen
Artists ChiaLing Pitluga, Boyd Payne,
Lauren Braun and Mark Panza pose the
question of where you find peace in their
display during the month of February at
Percolate gallery in Wilkinsburg.
“Now and
Zen” converses
through collage,
photography, mixed
media and painting,
encouraging each
viewer to engage and
find their zen.
Percolate, at 317
S. Trenton Avenue
is open Wednesday
Geisha 3 by Boyd Payne
through Friday 11
a.m.–3 p.m. and Saturday 11 a.m.–2 p.m.
For more information, visit Percolate:
Art Space, Gallery, Creative Laboratory at
facebook.com or www.purplepierotti.com.
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Valentine’s Day—Feb. 14

♥
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Demolitions and the Goals of Council in 2017
In 2016, the borough completed
20 demolitions and awarded contracts
for another 29 that will begin shortly.
Council’s goal is to address demolition
needs proactively, receiving grant sources for
demolition despite continued reductions in
available funding from sources such as HUD.
With support from Senator Jay Costa,
Rep. Ed Gainey and partners at Allegheny
County, the borough has received $250,000
in Community Infrastructure and Tourism
Funding for demolition purposes along with
$150,000 from Allegheny County Economic
Development to address the most pressing
demolition projects. Also, the borough
has used strategic planning, adopting an
official municipal map, to allow use of tax
exempt bond funding for demolition in
high visibility areas where major municipal
improvement projects are anticipated;
the borough has committed $500,000 of
municipal funds to deal with this issue.

Over the next several months the
borough will put out another 39 properties
for demolition in three bid packages, which
should be complete by mid-2017.
Even with comprehensive planning
and excellent support, the borough must
address numerous requirements before
tearing down a blighted property under
typical circumstances. An abandoned
house is not owned by the borough and
any actions require substantial process to
insure the rights and due process of the
private owners. This results in countless
notification requirements, regulations,
title searches, property posting and
advertisement prior to a public hearing to
declare the property a health and safety
hazard and “condemned,” also followed by
asbestos testing to protect the interest of the
public.
While the borough will see a great
reduction in the number of vacant properties

UPCOMING MEETING
2/1 (Wed)

7 p.m.

Council Work Session, 2nd floor

2/3 (Fri.)

9 a.m.

Policy & Procedure Committee, 1st floor

2/7 (Tues.)

6 p.m.

Planning Commission, 2nd floor

2/8 (Wed.)

9 a.m.

Council Legislative Session, 2nd floor

2/9 (Thurs.)

10 a.m.

Constituent & Community Relations committee, 2nd floor

2/13 (Mon.)

4 p.m.

Finance Committee, 1st floor

2/13 (Mon.)

6 p.m.

Library Board, 2nd floor

2/14 (Tues.)

1 p.m.

Social Media & Promotions Committee, 1st floor

2/16 (Thurs.)

5 p.m.

Public Safety Forum, 2nd floor

2/16 (Thurs.)

5:30 p.m.

Parks & Recreation Advisory Board, 1st floor

2/16 (Thurs.)

6:30 p.m.

Wilkinsburg Arts Commission, 2nd floor

2/21 (Tues.)

4:30 p.m.

Public Safety Committee, 2nd floor

2/22(Wed.)

5:30 p.m.

Blight Committee, 1st floor

2/22 (Wed.)

6 p.m.

Shade Tree Advisory Committee, 2nd floor

2/22 (Wed.)

7 p.m.

Capital Planning Committee, 1st floor

2/23 (Thurs.)

6:30 p.m.

Special Events Committee, 2nd floor

2/27 (Mon.)

5:30 p.m.

Joint Tax Committee, 2nd floor

3/1 (Wed.)

7 p.m.

Council Work Session, 2nd floor

3/3 (Fri.)

9 a.m.

Policy & Procedure Committee, 1st floor

All meetings will take place in Wilkinsburg Borough Building, 605 Ross Ave.

in 2017, it will continue to work to eliminate
blight while working with partners to
identify new users for buildings and homes
that can be renovated or repurposed.
Last month, the borough was
forced to complete two emergency
demolitions ordered by the Director of
Code Enforcement with consultation of
the Borough Engineer where there were
immediate and severe threats to public
safety and other private property due to
actively collapsing structures. In these cases,
the normal lengthy process of notifications
and hearings is not legally required due to
the immediate safety issues. The borough
did try to have contractors exercise common
continued on page 6

$100 Award for Information
Numerous reports of abandoned tire
littering all over Wilkinsburg have been
made. The borough is taking proactive
steps to clear these tires from streets and
alleys, but residents can take an active step
by taking pictures or videos and reporting
any suspicious activity as it is a cost to
taxpayers. A $100 award will be provided
to anyone who can provide enough
information related to the apprehension
and conviction of an illegal dumper.

Municipal Service Increase
The annual rate for the Municipal
Service Fee (MSF) will increase from $190
to $200 for 2017 to cover the increased cost
of refuse collection, according to G. David
Egler, Wilkinsburg’s director of finance.

Talent Needed
The borough is accepting talent bank
applications from residents who want to
impact the future. Members participate in
discussions that shape the decisions made
by council. Current vacancies will be filled
with applications received by February 6,
but applications are accepted throughout
the year. Current vacancies include:
•Civil Service Commission: 1
•Community Art & Civic Design: 1
architect, 1 visual artist
•Parks & Recreation Advisory Board: 1
•Pension Board: 1
•Planning Commission: 2
•Shade Tree Committee: 2
•Wilkinsburg Penn Joint Water Authority: 1
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Come Over, Come Eat, Come Play in Wilkinsburg
One of Jennifer Chenoweth’s artworks from a series called Sacred Spaces, which explored the
interactive space of the human body through architectural drawings, prints and sculpture and other
art. She plans to create similar architectural renderings for some of the historic buildings in
Wilkinsburg.

Visual artist, Jennifer Chenoweth, visited Wilkinsburg last
month to present her temporary placemaking project for the
community: Come Over, Come Eat, Come Play. Through a
series of meetings and events, including a pancake breakfast
at the Martin Luther King Jr. Day Vigil at the Train Station,
Jennifer shared her project ideas and gathered feedback.
The placemaking project is a two-year partnership between
the WCDC, Wilkinsburg Community Art & Civic Design
Commission, and the Office of Public Art, with funding
provided by Neighborhood Allies.

Based in Austin, Texas, Jennifer was selected for the project
through an open call to international artists to apply to be a
part of a new community art project that embeds artists within
communities. Selected to work in and with Wilkinsburg, she
brings her active studio art and social practice to the community.
Jennifer is most excited about discovering the people and
architecture of Wilkinsburg. Her project, Come Over, Come
Eat, Come Play, will include a variety of free community events,
including artist talks, domino games, and community dances in
Wilkinsburg.
Additionally, she wants to explore the historic public
and sacred architecture of Wilkinsburg, and make drawings
and artworks to share with the community. She is interested
in visiting and documenting buildings and finding original
floorplans and elevations from which to make studies.
Jennifer will be returning to Wilkinsburg this spring and
summer. To learn more, email jennifer@wilkinsburgcdc.org, call
412.727.7855, or just stay tuned to the WCDC’s Facebook page,
fb.com/WilkinsburgCDC, for updates and opportunities to
connect with Jennifer and get involved!

Salvatore’s Hosts February Fundraiser for Train Station
Visit Salvatore’s all this month for
drink specials to benefit the Wilkinsburg
Train Station Restoration Project! A
portion of sales from the Locomotive—
an exclusive Train Station cocktail—

and any 16 oz craft draft will benefit the
project.

Stop by!
Salvatore’s Pizza House
612 Penn Ave.
Mondays-Saturdays, 11 a.m.-10 p.m.;
Closed Sundays
fb.com/SalvatoresWilkinsburg
If you can’t make it to Salvatore’s this
month, you can donate to the Wilkinsburg
Train Station Restoration Project at
WilkStation.org. Learn more at fb.com/
WilkinsburgTrainStation or by calling
412.727.7855.

Dates!

Save the

To support the WCDC, send a taxdeductible contribution to 1001 Wood
St., Wilkinsburg, PA 15221
OR donate online at
wilkinsburgcdc.org
Thank you!
412.727.7855 • 412.871.3149 (fax)
info@wilkinsburgcdc.org

Monday, February 20, 6 p.m.: WCDC Event Committee, 1001 Wood St.
Saturday, March 25, 9–11 a.m.: WCDC Board meeting, 1001 Wood St.
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Get Involved with the
WCDC this Year
The WCDC is currently seeking
committee members to help plan two
new community events in the borough
this year. If you’re interested in helping
out, please email marlee@wilkinsburgcdc.
org or call 412.727.7855.
Spring 2017 enrollment for the
WCDC business planning workshop
series is now open. Email gordon@
wilkinsburgcdc.org or call 412.727.7855
to learn more and register.

®

School District

www.wilkinsburgschools.org

Students Receive Homework Kits from The Education
Partnership’s “Adopt-A-School” Program Assemblies
Hundreds of Wilkinsburg PreK6th grade students at Turner and Kelly
Elementary Schools each received their
own “Power Tools Homework Kits” during
three assemblies held by The Education
Partnership’s “Adopt-A-School” program.
The kits were filled with school supplies—
including notebooks, pencils, crayons and
glue—for students to take home with them.
Through the program, Turner and
Kelly have been “adopted” by the Schools
of the Upper St. Clair School District,
Casey’s Clubhouse, and Doubletree Hotels.
Each adopter raised money and provided
volunteer manpower to assemble the
homework kits. They also braved the cold
and snow to hand-deliver the homework
kits to students at each of the schools’
assemblies.
Students sang carols, participated in
a confidence boosting activity, received
their homework kits and got to meet
Clifford the Big Red Dog. Each school
demonstrated its appreciation in different
ways, at Turner, students stood up and
flashed thank-you signs crafted from
manila folders and markers. Kelly students

wore paper thank-you headbands colored
with crayons.
The impact of The Education
Partnership’s program is tremendous.
Without it, many of Wilkinsburg
elementary school students wouldn’t
have the tools they need at home to
complete their homework. The Education
Partnership also keeps teachers and
classrooms well stocked in school supplies.
Twice a year, teachers are invited to “shop”
at The Education Partnership’s Teacher
Resource Center—all at no cost to them.
The relationship between the
Wilkinsburg and Upper St. Clair
School Districts began with Kelly
Elementary kindergarten teacher
Diane Meszaros and Eisenhower
Elementary PTA President Chrissy
Sileo. Involvement later grew to
include Principal Mark Miller and
the rest of the Upper St. Clair School
District (USCSD).
Before USCSD officially adopted
Kelly and Turner through The
Education Partnership’s “Adopt-ASchool” program, Eisenhower held

fundraisers and drives for the students at
Kelly, which they have continued to do
even after joining the program. Over the
years, Eisenhower has given Wilkinsburg
students hats, gloves, clothes, umbrellas,
books, games and more.
The school district is thankful for The
Education Partnership and their adopters
and their continuing generosity. They also
thank Diane Meszaros and Kristen Depofi
Carey, kindergarten teacher at Turner, for
organizing and directing the assemblies on
our end.

No School February 20—President’s Day
www.wilkinsburgsun.com 5

DEMOLITIONS, from page 6
courtesy and notify adjacent property owners
when they could be reached. Contractors are
instructed to use utmost caution, moving
quickly to stabilize the situation. The borough
does not want to have to complete emergency
demolitions, which cost from $12–$60,000,
significantly higher, because of the increased
liability, as well as asbestos protocol. While
the budget includes a line item for demolition,
emergencies are usually paid for by direct local
tax dollars—general fund money traditionally
used for things like street repair, police and
improvements to parks and facilities.
Borough council is committed to
tackling blight issues and pursuing initiatives
to promote revitalization. Working with
the Redevelopment Authority of Allegheny
County, preservation techniques are
underway to stabilize structures on the even
side of the 800 block of Penn Avenue.
Not overlooking residential areas, the
borough has submitted a grant application
proposing a pilot program to help keep
long-time residents in their homes by offering
renovation assistance in exchange for
affordability restrictions on their homes. This
could help vulnerable elderly residents have
safe housing and insure future affordability
within the borough as market pressure and
values increase.
Ultimately Wilkinsburg will not grow
without more investment and new residents
to help pay for services. The removal of
blight and strong, vibrant and diverse
neighborhoods are key. Council is working
hard to deal with these issues. The borough
thanks residents for their patience in dealing
with this enormous problem and is hopeful
these and other steps will help make a better
Wilkinsburg for all.

Celebrating the Bajada del Niño

After the work was done, everyone gathered for traditional Peruvian snacks and drinks, and some (modern) party dancing.

Each year at Pittsburgh Urban Christian School (PUCS), the whole school spends
time learning about a traditional celebration from somewhere in the Spanish-speaking
world. They then gather together to recreate that celebration in their own way. This year,
students learned about a little known celebration from high in the Andes Mountains of
Peru: La Bajada del Niño.
In preparation for the celebration of La Bajada del Niño, students spent two weeks
before Christmas creating a huge, handmade nacimiento, or nativity village, to represent
the town of Bethlehem where Jesus was born. This is done to remember that he was born
as a baby into the real world as others around Him were mostly unaware of the presence
of Emmanuel (which means God with Us).
On Friday January 6, students, teachers, and staff gathered (just as families and
churches were doing that day in Peru) to take down their elaborate decorations. As they
did this, they celebrated La Bajada del Niño: the transition between thinking of Jesus as
“God born as a baby” to Jesus who lived on earth and grew as humans do.
At PUCS, even kindergarteners have Spanish classes two days a week. For more
information about the school, parents can attend the final open house of the year,
Feburary 7. PUCS has been in Wilkinsburg since 1981 at 809 Center Street.

1789 S. Braddock Avenue

WELLNESS
Wednesday

Suite 410
Pittsburgh, PA 15218
www.metrofamilypractice.org

Join us on February 22nd for Wellness Wednesday!
10% off vitamins, supplements,
and health & beauty items.
7516 Meade Street . Pittsburgh, PA 15208 . www.eastendfood.coop . 412.242.3598
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412-247-2310
Health care to all people, at every stage in life,
without regard to their ability to pay…

Chamber of Commerce
www.wilkinsburgchamber.com

Library February Calendar
These library programs and events are
free and open to everyone. Reservations
can be made in advance at the circulation
desk or by calling 412.244.2940.
Adult Programs
Black History Month: Connecting the
Dots, Wednesday, Feb. 22, 4 p.m.—Vince
Neal’s civil rights presentation will
highlight “the first six African-American
presidents before Barack Obama”.
Repeated Thursday, Feb. 23, 6 p.m. at
Eastridge.
One-on-One Tech, by appointment—Call
to reserve your time with a staff member
for computer, laptop or other digital device
coaching.
General Book Discussion Group,
Wednesday, Feb. 22, 1 p.m.—Title to be
selected. Everyone invited.
Crochet with Frankie, Mondays, 2 p.m.—
Beginners and experienced crocheters
welcomed. Bring your materials.
Eastridge Coffee & Coloring, Tuesdays, 9
a.m.—A relaxing start to the day with adult
coloring and a warm beverage.
Eastridge Chess, 2nd and 4th Tuesdays, 6
p.m. and 2nd and 4th Saturdays, 11 a.m.—All
ages welcome.
Eastridge Sit and Stitch, Fridays, 1 p.m.—
Knit, embroider, quilt or other stitching.
Eastridge Crochet, Saturdays, 11 a.m.—
Join Frankie to get tips and help with your
projects.
Children’s Programs
Black History Month: Activity Pages—An
African American History challenge for
teens; Black history–themed coloring pages
for children and other exciting passive
programs. Both libraries. All ages
Videos Games, Tuesdays, 3 p.m.—Come
play Wii and Xbox One. Ages 10 and up.
Eastridge Homeschool Discovery, Tuesdays,
2 p.m.—Topical discussions, activities, and
various resources to enhance children’s
learning. K-5
Eastridge Family Storytime, Thursdays,
11 a.m.—Read stories, play games and sing
songs. For babies thru preschoolers with
an adult.

Business After Hours 3rd Tuesday Networking
The Wilkinsburg networking meeting Business after Hours, is
February 14, 5:30–7:30 p.m., hosted by Free Store Wilkinsburg (FSW) at
619 Penn Avenue (freestorewilkinsburg.org).
Founded in 2015 and modeled after Free Store 15104 in Braddock, Free Store
Wilkinsburg (FSW) is an independently operated 501c3 formed to fill a “need gap” that
currently exists in the Wilkinsburg community. FSW
relies on donations from individuals and corporations
of new and lightly used goods to redistribute at no cost
to people in need during times of financial stress and
emergency.
Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce members and
board members of Free Store Wilkinsburg Marita Garrett and Markie Mauraugha strive
to make a meaningful contribution to the Wilkinsburg Borough’s revitalization efforts
and the people who live in and around the community.
Make a difference, volunteer or donate. Monetary contributions are crucial
to FSW to continue efficient operation of the store with necessary supplies and
equipment along with donations of new or gently used, clean, in-season, and in
current style. As an independently operated 501c3, your contribution can be used as
a tax deduction.
The FSW accepts cash, preferably check,
credit cards and Paypal. Donation hours
are Tuesdays from 9:30 a.m.–11:30 a.m.,
Wednesday 11 a.m.–2 p.m., or by appointment.
Store open to the public on Saturdays from 11
a.m.–2 p.m.

Wilkinsburg Train Station
Restoration Project
You can support the restoration project
at WilkStation.org. See more information on
page 4.

Business and Project Incubator
Applications are being accepted for this program that helps business
and community project leaders develop plans, access resources and grow
their community impact. Interested parties can apply at www.newsunrising.
org/launch-wilkinsburg.

3rd Thursday Monthly Meeting
The monthly meeting of the Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce is 8 a.m. on
February 16 on the second floor of the Wilkinsburg borough building.

Greater Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce

1001 Wood St., Wilkinsburg 15221 • 412.242.0234 • info@wilkinsburgchamber.com
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What can be recycled:

26 27 28 29 30

Glass bottles (no caps), jars, and jugs

Key:
• Blue weeks - regular recycling days are Monday-Friday, with the following exceptions:
January 2nd – pick-up one day later; February 20th – pick-up 1 day later; May 29th –
pick-up 1 day later; September 4th – pick-up 1 day later; December 25th – pick-up 1 day
later.
• White weeks – regular recycling days are Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday only– no
pick-up on Monday or Friday with the following Borough holiday exceptions: April 14th –
pickup 1 day later; July 4th – pickup, 1 day later; November 10th – pickup 1 day later
(Saturday); November 24th – pickup 1 day later (Sat).
Donʼt know if youʼre a “blue week” or “white week”? Call 412-244-2900 or 412-244-2959.

•

Aluminum and steel cans
•

•
•

•
•

•

•

Reminders:
• All recyclables can be co-mingled in one bin.
• Please place recycling bins at the curb no earlier than 6 pm the night before collection,
and no later than 6 am on the day of collection.
Note that Styrofoam, light bulbs, window glass, plastic bags cannot be recycled.
Prefer to drop off your recyclables? Recycling trailers are located at
these sites:
• Parking lot behind Nancyʼs Restaurant located at 616 South Ave
• Wallace Avenue parking lot across from the Wilkinsburg High S c hool
• DPW garage at 1230 Park Avenue

•

Plastics with any number from 1-5
(check for the symbol on the container)
Newspapers (bundled and tied), magazines, catalogs,
phone books
Paperboard, such as cereal boxes
Junk mail, office paper, mixed paper (including pamphlets,
brochures, booklets)
Corrugated cardboard (broken down and flattened)
Pizza boxes (empty and clean, free of food debris and
wax paper)
Questions? Call 412/244.2900 or 412/244.2959

