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Wilkinsburg
A Free Community Newsletter Bringing You Good News About Wilkinsburg

New Thursday Open Market:
“Buy Fresh, Buy Local, Buy Art”
This year’s Wilkinsburg farmer’s
market not only has a new name—
Wilkinsburg Thursday Open Market—but
will also feature
more than produce.
Crafters, artisans, and
prepared food vendors
will also participate.
As a member
of Pennsylvania
Association
for Sustainable
Agriculture, PASA,
the Wilkinsburg
Thursday Open
Market (WTOM) is embracing their slogan
“Buy Fresh, Buy Local, Buy Art.” NonGMO produce will be available from the
Farmer's Association, McElhinny Farms,
and Jodikinos Farm and Greenhouse.
Beautiful summer gifts will be
available from MetaMorph Jewelry by

Sarah Daigneault. Halfmoon Body Art by
Hanna Wilford will provide face painting.
Shoppers can travel to Cuba and
Germany by stopping
by the prepared food
vendors Salud and
Berlin Street Food.
Vendors and
artists of all genres
are welcome to join
in the festivities
by emailing info@
wilkinsburgchamber.
com.
Transportation
from Douglas Plaza Apartments sponsored
by Community LIFE is available. Seniors
can sign up in the East and West buildings.
The WTOM participates in the Fresh
Access Food Bucks program through Just
Harvest. For every $5 that shoppers spend
continued on page 3

Vacant Home Tour Brings Interest, Investment to Wilkinsburg
On Saturday, May 9, over 600 people
spent the day exploring Wilkinsburg,
learning about the borough’s history,
unique houses and buildings, and the
people who once lived here. Because the
tour was led by Wilkinsburg residents, tour
goers also had the opportunity to meet and
interact with several people who live in the
borough, many of whom have bought and
renovated vacant homes.
The tour also included two Tools &
Resource Workshops for people interested

in actually acquiring and rehabilitating
vacant property in Wilkinsburg. The firstever Vacant Home Tour was developed
by students at CMU’s Heinz College and
hosted by the Wilkinsburg Community
Development Corporation and Pittsburgh
History & Landmarks Foundation with
funding support from Neighborhood
Allies, the Fels National Public Policy
Challenge, and CMU.
Following the event, the Vacant
continued on page 8

See Vacant Home Tour Photos on Page 8.

Wilkinsburg PUCS Finishes
12th at VEX Robotics
World’s in Programming
On April 15, Wilkinsburg’s Pittsburgh
Urban Christian School (PUCS’)
ten robotics team members, Coaches
Stehouwer and Smith, and four parent
chaperones headed to the Kentucky
Exposition Center in Louisville, Kentucky
to compete in the 2015 VEX IQ Challenge
World Championship for which they had
qualified in March state competitions.
What they saw when they arrived
was far more than they had imagined.
continued on page 7

Above: the PUCS Robotics team.
Below: Travis Allabon (right) and Wilkinsburg resident
Anthony Williams (left) prepare for competition.
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Percolate Gallery Opens New Exhibit
The Percolate Gallery in Wilkinsburg
will hold an opening reception on Saturday,
June 6, from 6–9 p.m. for “Quartet,”
featuring the art of Katy DeMent, Samir
Elsabee, Shamus Fatzinger and Nora
Gilchrist. The opening is free and open to
the public. The exhibit will run until July 5
with a closing party from 3–6 p.m.
The gallery at 317 Trenton Ave. is open
on Saturdays from 12–4 p.m. during the
exhibition.
Percolate also hosts figure drawing
sessions with a live model every Tuesday
evening from 7–9 p.m. for $10. No
registration is required. Participants should
bring their own materials

Ward 1 Meeting June 25

Art by Nora Gilchrist.

The next Wilkinsburg Ward 1
Community Conversations will be held on
Thursday, June 25 at the Eastridge Center/
Library.

Swisshelm Subject of Evening Presentation
The Wilkinsburg Historical Society
will host an evening program about Jane
Grey Cannon Swisshelm
(1815-1884)—a nationally
known woman who spent
her formative years as a
Wilkinsburg resident—
on Monday, June 15, at
7:30 p.m. in the South
Avenue United Methodist
Church, using the Ross Avenue left
entrance.

Swisshelm started a school for
Wilkinsburg children when she was only
15 years old. She became a journalist, an
antislavery and women’s rights advocate,
newspaper editor, lecturer, and Civil
War nurse. Swisshelm devoted her life
to these causes as she saw first-hand the
abusive treatment of slaves. She believed
that women should have the right to own
property, to speak in church, and to vote.
The meeting is free and open to all,
and refreshments will be served.
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NMRWA Plants Nineteen Trees this Spring
In early May, Nine Mile Run Watershed
Association (NMRWA) worked with
People’s Natural Gas (PNG) to plant 8 trees
near their building and parking lot along
Pitt Street. PNG employees used their
expertise to create large tree pits with new
topsoil before installing the trees.
Earlier in April, NMRWA with
Pittsburgh TreeVitalize planted 11 trees with
local volunteers. Residents can say hello to
some of these trees outside the Milestone
buildings and TipType along South Avenue
as well as on Kelly Avenue beside the
Crescent Apartments. Volunteers enjoyed

2 Wilkinsburg Sun I June 2015

donated snacks from Nancy’s East
End Diner and Salvatores Pizza
House.
As with any planting, the work
does not stop after installation. In
the initial years, NMRWA will be
watering, mulching, and pruning
these trees for their establishment
and health. Wilkinsburg property
owners interested in street trees
adjacent to their properties can
contact Jared Manzo, Greenlinks
Coordinator at 412.371.8779 x116
or jared@ninemilerun.org.

Volunteers work with NMWRA to plant new trees in Wilkinsburg.

Wilkinsburg Borough
www.wilkinsburgpa.gov

THURSDAY OPEN MARKET, from page 1
on their EBT card, they will receive an
additional $2 in bonus tokens which can
be used to purchase fruits and vegetables.
SNAP, debit, and cash will also be
accepted.
To enhance this year's market, works
by local artists will be seen in the business
district. A Bob Ziller installation will be
exhibited at the corner of South Ave and
Wood St.; rotating murals will be exhibited
on Ross Ave. Other exciting works are
planned throughout the summer.
WTOM, sponsored by the
Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce and

formerly known as the Farmer’s Market,
will be held from 3-6 p.m. every Thursday
in the South Avenue Methodist Church
parking lot at 733 Ross Avenue.
After WTOM, shoppers can enjoy
live music, food, and art from 6:30-8:30
p.m. in the Penn Avenue Parklet located
on Penn Avenue between Wood St and
Center St. Art in the Park opens June 18
with two bands, vendors and food trucks.
Art in the Park is held every Thursday
between June 18 and August 27 except for
July 2 and is sponsored by the Wilkinsburg
Borough and Wilkinsburg Community
Development Corporation.

UPCOMING MEETINGS
6/1 (Mon.)

5:30 p.m.

Joint Tax Comm... to Reclaim Vacant Properties
718 Wallace Ave.

6/1 (Mon.)

6:30 p.m.

Planning Commission

6/10 (Wed.)

6 p.m.

Civil Sector & Constituent/Bus. Outreach Comm.

6/10 (Wed.)

7 p.m.

Council Legislative Session

6/12 (Fri.)

10:30 a.m.

Finance Committee

6/17 (Wed.)

6:30 p.m.

Council Work Session

6/18 (Thurs.

5:30 p.m.

Parks & Recreation Advisory Board

6/18 (Thurs.)

6:30 p.m.

Community Art & Civic Design Commission

6/24 (Wed.)

6 p.m.

Shade Tree Advisory Committee

6/29 (Mon.)

5:30 p.m

Joint Tax Comm... to Reclaim Vacant Properties

7/6 (Mon.)

6:30 p.m.

Planning Commission

7/8 (Wed.)

6 p.m.

Civil Sector & Constituent/Bus. Outreach Comm.

7/8 (Wed.)

7 p.m.

Council Legislative Session

7/10 (Fri.)

10:30 a.m.

Finance Committee
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All
meetings will take place in the
Wilkinsburg
Building, 605 Ross Avenue.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

Wilkinsburg Family Festival

July 5
Hunter Park

presented by the Mayor’s Office
and the Wilkinsburg Borough
Nine Mile Run Watershed
Association (NMRWA) Events
Watershed Clean-up, Wednesday,
June 10, 5 p.m.–8 p.m.—Wilkinsburg
clean-up of trash and debris will also
care for trees. Sponsored by Sweetwater
Brewing Company, it will be followed by a
happy hour at a local bar. For more details:
www.ninemilerun.org/get-involved/events.
Stream Sweep, Thursday, June 18 5
p.m.–8 p.m.—Nine Mile Run trash and
debris clean-up! Sponsored by Sweetwater
Brewing Company, it will be followed by a
happy hour at a local bar.
Summer Storm, Saturday, June 20—
Benefiting the NMRWA, this summer
soiree in lower Frick Park features music
by Bill Deasy, Donora, and DJ Hank D.
Popular food trucks will
be on hand to provide
eats, and libations are
included in the ticket
price.
For more
information about this
one-of-a-kind party in
Frick Park, visit www.ninemilerun.org/
thesummerstorm.

The Allegheny County Vacant Property Recovery Program
is working in Wilkinsburg.

Where wishes become affordable homes.
For more information visit www.wilkinsburgcdc.org/vprp

Fill out an application today—you could be living happily ever after—tomorrow
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WCDC

www.wilkinsburgcdc.org

Sponsor this Year’s House & Garden Tour
The WCDC is actively seeking sponsors for the 2015 Wilkinsburg House & Garden Tour! This year’s tour will take place on
Saturday, September 26 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. in the Blackridge neighborhood of Wilkinsburg.
Over the past two years, more than 800 people have participated in the Wilkinsburg House & Garden Tour. The overall goal of the
tour is to highlight the unique and historic homes that make up the Wilkinsburg community while benefiting the WCDC’s efforts to
revitalize Wilkinsburg’s business district. Photos from last year’s tour are available at on.fb.me/ZRomAJ.
Event sponsorship offers a great advertising opportunity for businesses as hundreds of people will reference the program book and
other event materials throughout the day.
The WCDC’s House & Garden Tour Planning Committee is also looking for renovated and/or rehabilitated homes in the
Blackridge neighborhood of Wilkinsburg. Interested home owners must agree to open up their homes to approximately 300-500 tour
goers throughout the event day, which is scheduled for Saturday, September 26, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
To learn more and to get involved, contact Marlee Gallagher at marlee@wilkinsburgcdc.org or 412.727.7855.
Donate to WCDC Before June 30
The WCDC’s fiscal year is coming to a
close, so if you have not contributed to the
WCDC this year, please consider making a
donation before June 30!
By donating, you will help the WCDC
ensure a successful year of revitalization,
beautification, and business development
in Wilkinsburg. You can make a secure
donation online at wilkinsburgcdc.org/
donate.
In addition to making a secure
donation through the WCDC website, you
can also support the WCDC when you
shop on Amazon through AmazonSmile.
Visit smile.amazon.com to learn more.
Many thanks, in advance!

Wilkinsburg Lifts the Liquor License Ban
The municipal primary on May 19
was a historic one for Wilkinsburg as over
60 percent of borough voters said “yes” to
a referendum legalizing the sale of liquor
licenses for restaurants in the Borough of
Wilkinsburg.
Overturning the ban on liquor
licenses will allow Wilkinsburg
restaurateurs to apply for and receive up to
five liquor licenses at establishments that
meet state and local requirements.
The WCDC will provide updates on
any incoming liquor license applications
as the organization aims to involve the
community and ensure that incoming

WCDC CALENDAR
6/18 (Thurs.)

3–8:30 p.m.

Wilkinsburg Thursday Open Market
and Art in the Park begin.

6/27 (Sat.)

9–11 a.m.

WCDC Board of Directors Meeting, 1001 Wood St.

9/26 (Tues.-W)

10 a.m.–3 p.m.

2015 Wilkinsburg House & Garden Tour
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establishments will be a benefit to
the business district and Wilkinsburg
residents. More about liquor licenses
in Wilkinsburg is available at bit.ly/
LiquorLicenses.

®

School District

www.wilkinsburgschools.org

Wilkinsburg Teachers Invited To National Conference
Two teachers from the
Wilkinsburg Middle School/High
School were invited to participate
in the Schools That Can (STC)
10th Annual National Forum this
past May. They were two of eight
teachers from the area who were
chosen to attend.
The STC Forum is a
public, interactive conference
with workshops, panels, and
presentations led and attended by
top urban educators from STC
schools, innovative education
organizations, thought leaders,
industry, and guests gathered for
a discourse on urban education.
The conference focused on
Education to Employment (E2E)
pipelines and how to strengthen
the connection between K-12
education and meaningful careers.
Representation from over 100 public,
charter, and independent schools attended.
Innovative educators from throughout the
country designed workshops, participated
in panel discussions, and hosted school
visits.
This year’s conference was held in Los
Angeles, California, at Loyola Marymount
University. Travel was covered by a Teacher
Empowerment Grant, funded by the Heinz
Endowments.
The teachers, Jason Boll and Dominic
Woods, were selected because they received
a grant to institute a “flipped curriculum”

in their classrooms. In the first year of the
grant-funded project that uses technology
to increase student achievement in
minority populations, Boll and Woods are
working to mitigate the problems caused by
truancy, and increase student-teacher time
in one-to-one instruction.
As part of the grant’s work, the
initial pilot of 11th graders have already
demonstrated significant academic gains
evidenced by their score increases on
Keystone Exams in January.
Through the grant, 50 iPads were
purchased in March for use in a blended
classroom model.

Teachable Moments as Elementary Construction
Project Begins at Two Schools
Drilling began at Turner Elementary
School as part of the school renovation
project.
On the morning of May 20, students
were able to watch some of the drilling
and learn about geology and construction.
The purpose of the drilling (or boring) is
to retrieve samples which can be analyzed
to determine that the ground is ready for
construction
Garvin Beitko Boward Engineering,
Inc. is providing the geotechnical and

surveying services for the project.
Once drilling is completed at Turner,
the crew will move to Kelly Elementary
School for drilling at that site.
Residents can follow the progress of
the Elementary Construction Project on
the district website.
The PowerPoint presentations for the
Open Houses held at each Elementary
School in May are posted along with
renderings and the construction timeline.
The timeline will be updated monthly.

Wilkinsburg School
District Budget
The Preliminary Budget for the
Wilkinsburg School District was
presented to the public on May 18.
The budget is available to be
reviewed at the Administration
Building until the final budget
is approved at the School Board
Legislative Session on June 30 at
7 p.m.
Highlights of the budget are:
• The budget is balanced; there is
no deficit.
• There will be no tax increase.
• Early childhood program will
be enhanced.
• Two classrooms will be added
at Turner Elementary School (grades
1 and 6).
• One classroom will be added at
Kelly Elementary School (grade 3).
• Technology infrastructure will
be upgraded.
• There will be iPads for all
Wilkinsburg School District students
in 2015-2016.
• A 10 million dollar capital
improvement project has begun at
elementary schools.
• Student support services
(Pre-K-12) will be expanded.
• Maintenance of Elementary
Guidance Counselor and Librarian
• Right-sizing of Business Office
Staff has been done.
• Professional development will
be increased.
• Additional electives will be
offered at the Middle and High
Schools.

See page 8
for clippable
school calendar
for 2015-16.
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Volunteers Urgently Needed
The Wilkinsburg Community Ministry reports that it is
in desperate need of drivers to help deliver Meals on Wheels
throughout Wilkinsburg. Delivering meals to seniors can be a
rewarding experience. If you have spare time between 11 a.m. and
1 p.m. on weekdays, call Raynette Millsap, volunteer coordinator
412.241.8072.

Wilkinsburg Library Events in June
Library events are free and open to all residents. Make
reservations in advance at front library desk or by calling
412.244.2940.

Teamwork Makes Whitney Park Shine

On Saturday, May 2, neighbors of the Whitney Park
Neighborhood Association spent the morning cleaning and
planting flowers in Whitney Park. Special attention was paid to the
parking lot area and entrance to the park: raking leaves, pulling
weeds, cutting invasive vines, planting flowers, and spreading
mulch. For plantings, donations totaling $165 were received from
Children’s Summer Reading Programs (June 22–August 14)
neighbors and the East Liberty Home Depot.
Wii Time, Mondays, June 22 and 29, 1 p.m.—Open Wii play. All ages.
The association thanks Craig Moss for the donation and
Movie Night, Mondays, June 22 and 29, 6 p.m.—Heroes in the
installation of new nets for the basketball hoops, Patrick Kreutzer of
movies is the summer theme. Bring a blanket and pillow for cozy
Home Depot for a gift card, Roy Clark and the Wilkinsburg DPW
movie fun. All ages.
for mulch, and Marty Fruendt for his photography.
Heroes of STEAM, Tuesdays, June 23 and 30, 1 p.m.—Learn about
Workers invite residents to the park, located at Whitney and
STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Math) heroes Wilkins, to enjoy the playground and field and have a family picnic.
like Rachel Carson and George Washington Carver and enjoy a
creative activity. Ages 7–11.
Teen Time, Wednesday, June 24, 1 p.m.—Weekly programs focus
on summer theme, “Unmask.” Participants can earn a digital badge
through the city of Learning Program. Ages 12–17.
Summer Learning Club, Thursday, June 25, 1 p.m.—Learn about
Spacewalking when Carnegie Science Center friends visit. Find out
“Do You Have What It Takes?” Ages 6–11.
Teen Wii Time, Friday, June 26, 1 p.m.—Mario Kart, Guitar Hero,
Sports and more Ages 12–17.
Summer Lunch Program—Free lunches will be provided for
children under the age of 18 in conjunction with the Wilkinsburg
Community Ministry and the PA Dept. of Education. Please check
with the Children’s Dept. at 412.244.2944 or stop at the Circulation
Desk for details.

Adult Programs
Computer Basics, Wednesday, June 3 and 10, 10—11 a.m.—
Registration required.
Adult Summer Reading, June 22–August 15—Register to track your
reading throughout the summer for chances to win prizes in August.

East End Food Co-op
7516 Meade Street
Pittsburgh, PA 15208
(412) 242-3598
Daily Hours: 8 AM - 9 PM
www.eastendfood.coop

1789 S. Braddock Avenue
Suite 410
Pittsburgh, PA 15218
www.metrofamilypractice.org

412-247-2310
open to everyone, every day
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Health care to all people, at every stage in life,
without regard to their ability to pay…

Chamber of Commerce
www.wilkinsburgchamber.com
ROBOTICS CHAMPIONSHIP, from page 1
More than 400 students and 105
teams from 28 countries were gathering to
compete in 2015 VEX IQ Challenge World
Championship Middle School Division.
That evening, the opening ceremonies
set the stage: team representatives crossed
the stage during the Parade of Nations,
pyrotechnics exploded on stage, and the
team got fired up for the weekend of
competition that lay ahead.
Each day brought a round of team
alliance matches, individual driver
matches, and individual programming
matches. In the team alliance matches, the
PUCS team was paired up with teams from
Columbia, Hawaii, the UK, and Hong
Kong, affording students an opportunity
to meet students around the globe. In this
competition, teams must work together to
score points. PUCS placed 58/105 overall
in the alliance competition. They also
competed in driving competitions.
But it was in the programming
competition that PUCS really shone.
Led by students Jed Amundson and Cole
Smith, PUCS finished 12 out of 105 teams.
“The VEX IQ Challenge World
Championship was an amazing
opportunity to learn from other teams
and share ideas,” said Coach Stehouwer.
“I really enjoyed watching our students
strategize and work with students from
other countries. I think we left with a
greater appreciation and understanding of
what is possible with this technology.”
Development Director Janie
Robertson added, “This competition
opened our students’ eyes to the world
beyond Wilkinsburg and inspired them to
see the limitless possibilities within their
reach through education, hard work and
technology.
This summer, PUCS is conducting
a Robotics Camp to teach middle school
students the basics of programming and
how to design and build robots using
the VEX IQ robot systems. Students will
learn the fundamentals of programming
in RobotC (a C-based programming
language) and engineering concepts as
they work with a partner to build and
program a robot to solve various challenges
throughout the week. The camp will be
held July 27-31 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the
school. Cost for the camp is $200.

Featured Member
Become a featured member by submitting a self produced article and
photos of your business to be published in next month’s Wilkinsburg Sun
and Happenings with the Chamber.
Email submissions to info@wilkinsburgchamber.com.

Wilkinsburg Thursday Open Market
The Wilkinsburg Thursday Open Market opens June 18 from
3-6 p.m. and continues on Thursdays through November. The market
features free trade from farmers, artists, and artisans of locally created
products and is held in the 700 block of Ross Ave parking lots from 3-6
p.m.

Art in the Park June 18
Art in the Park follows the Wilkinsburg Thursday Open Market with bands, art,
food and more in the Penn Avenue Parklet until Aug 27.
On June 18, Act 1 features Juniper Vinyl, a retro acoustic upbeat indie folk band
from Pittsburgh, at 6:30 p.m.—Corinne Bohjanen on vocals, bass guitar, and ukulele, Ed
Horey on vocals, acoustic guitar, banjo, and ukulele.
Act 2 featuresThe Flow Band at 7:30 p.m. Pittsburgh’s premiere Reggae Dance
Band has a history of fusing Neo Soul Rhythms over Tropical World beats, pioneering
an uplifting celebration for the future of Reggae-influenced music. The Flow Band has
opened for Jimmy Buffet and has earned over 15 awards, including Best Local Reggae
Artists and Performance Band of the Year.

Business After Hours
Call to businesses: Promote your business by hosting a meet-and-greet
event at your place of business. Interested? Email info@wilkinsburgchamber.
com to book your date.

Monthly Meeting
The Chamber’s monthly meeting is June 18 at 8 a.m. Meetings are held every third
Thursday at 8 a.m. at the Wilkinsburg Borough building on the 2nd floor in council
chambers.

Chamber of Commerce Thanks Its Members
Pittsburgh Dry Cleaners & Furriers, Bridges to the Future, Triangle Poster & Printing Co, Kerr
Engineered Sales Company, Pamela Macklin, Daniel Friedson, Dennis Bossick, Jack Ward, Nancy’s
East End Dinner, Meinert’s Performance House, Davis-Fetch Corp. of Pennsylvania, Reformed
Presbyterian Theological Seminary, WTAE, Technique Architectural Products, BPI inc., James Flower
Shoppe, Wilkinsburg Community Ministry, People’s Natural Gas, Friends of the Library of Wilkinsburg,
Community College of Allegheny County, McKinney Properties, Inc., Giant Eagle, Mansmann Foundation,
Trash2Treasure, Abracadabra Cleaning Services LLC, Second United Presbyterian Church of Wilkinsburg,
CP Development, IMPACT Redevelopment, John Irwin, The Wilkinsburg Sun, South Hills Bible Chapel,
Wilkinsburg Community Development Corp, James B. Richards Services, Life Care Hospital of Pittsburgh,
Al’s Fish and Chicken, Kenyon Jewelers, Frick Art & Historical Center, Salvatore’s Pizza House,
Pittsburgh Urban Christian School, Stanton Industrial Electrical Supply, Inc., Pennwood Paints & Supply,
Community LIFE, Wilkinsburg Beverage Co., Covenant Church of Pittsburgh, Community Hearing, Amore
Management, South Avenue United Methodist Church, Wilkinsburg Rotary Club, Project Star at The
Children’s Institute, Hosanna House, and Eastern Area Prehospital Service, Kevin & Cindy Carroll, The
Real McKoy Creative, Cooper-N-Williams Elite Commercial Cleaning, Steel City Movers, and Advance Auto
Parts Edgewood Towne Centre.

Greater Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce
1001 Wood St., Wilkinsburg 15221 • 412.242.0234
info@wilkinsburgchamber.com
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VACANT HOME TOUR, from page 1

Vacant House Tour photos by Greg Sciulli; more photos at Wilkinsburg Community Development Corporation’s Facebook.

Home Tour coordinators received a Community Development
Award during the Pittsburgh Community Reinvestment Group’s
Community Development Summit, which took place in Pittsburgh
May 12-13.
Having received national and international attention, tour
coordinators have also been invited to present a paper on design
research as a method for social innovation at the Design Principles &
Practices Conference in Brazil in February 2016. For updates and to
learn more about the tour, visit bit.ly/VacantHomeTour.

CLIP ‘N SAVE
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