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A Free Community Newsletter Bringing You Good News About Wilkinsburg

Sherwood Is Site of Wilkinsburg’s New Dek Hockey Rink
When the Pittsburgh Penguins were
looking for another urban location to
promote dek hockey, they reached out
to Mayor John Thompson, who then
contacted Leon Haynes, the executive
director of Hosanna House.
That is the beginning of a story that
has birthed a brand new dek hockey rink
in Wilkinsburg at the site of Hosanna
House’s Sherwood property, located near
WTAE.
The rink is one of twelve that the
Penguins Foundation, in partnership with
Highmark and CitiParks, have built or
have in progress for the Pittsburgh area.
They want to encourage young players to
try the sport. Dek hockey is like ice hockey
but is played on foot or with in-line skates
and sometimes with a ball instead of a
puck.
According to Al Merrit, Hosanna’s
director of Facilities and New Business
Development, “We are working with the
Penguins to form teams and a league.
The main team and/or league will be
Wilkinsburg-based.”
He said, “We plan to promote the rink
and its amenities to the East End....We do
not plan to limit ourselves to the East End
but it will be the starting point. Leagues will
be formed for the late summer and fall.”
The hockey rink is just one part of
Hosanna House’s Sherwood Event Center.
The property is used for day camps,
ministry activities, and event rentals.
Alisa Stroud, who is an event planner
for Sherwood, explained that the center
is a hidden jewel of Wilkinsburg. “First
thing you want to do is to leave a lasting
impression on your guests—the wow effect.

Above: The new dek hockey rink. Lower left: Event Planner Alisa Stroud by the Sherwood Event Center Pool. Lower
right: An open house at Sherwood showcases the naturally-lit covered pavillion.

Sherwood has that.”
The facility, which has a 250-person
capacity, is mostly booked for all the
weekends this summer, according to
Hosanna’s Jeanette Denison, but weekdays
are still available. The facility boasts a
large pool, covered pavillion, kitchen area

(for re-heating only), basketball courts and
lockers with showers for guests to change
from bathing suits to party wear.
More information about Hosanna
House, the hockey rink and the Sherwood
Event Center is available at http://www.
hosannahouse.org.
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Pittsburgh Pets Comes to Wilkinsburg in June
Residents are
invited to join
Pittsburgh Pets,
a joint venture
between the Animal
Rescue League
Shelter and Hello
Bully, for a free pet
event at Ferguson Playground, located at
the corner of Center St. and South Ave.,
Wilkinsburg, on Saturday, June 7, 1-4 p.m.

Visiting pets will receive a new leash
and collar, rabies vaccine and other shots,
microchip, a consult with a vet or trainer,
a bag of food, and a bag of treats, toys, and
information on healthy pet care—all for free.
Pet owners will also receive a voucher
for a free spay or neuter.
For questions or more information,
contact Mary Kennedy Withrow
at mwithrow@animalrescue.org or
412.345.7300 x510.

Summer Arts Camp Offers Dance, Art and More
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For those of you who are used to
getting your copy of The Sun in your
Pennysaver, we are no longer able to
deliver that way as the Pennysaver no
longer circulates in Wilkinsburg.
But never fear: All you have to
do to ensure you never miss another
issue is go to http://eepurl.com/v0iBP
and sign up to receive a link to each
and every issue via email just as soon
as they hit the street.

The NYOP (Neighborhood Youth Outreach Program) Summer Arts Camp will take
place July 14–August 1, Monday-Friday, 10:30 a.m.–3 p.m.
Youth can experience dance, drama, music, art, and videography. The cost is $20/
week. The camp will be held at St. Stephen’s Church, 600 Pitt St., in Wilkinsburg. For
further information, call: 412.243.6101.

Are You a Youth Who Likes to Grow Things?
Young people who would enjoy an experience of
growing vegetables this summer, should contact Pastor
Nancy or Minister LaNita at 412.243.6100, to arrange a
time to help out in the Teens and Greens Community
Garden at St. Stephen’s Church at 600 Pitt St.
The produce from this garden goes to benefit
Wilkinsburg Community Ministry. Teens and Greens
Community Garden is part of the Sanctuary Project, a collaboration of churches and
agencies in Wilkinsburg whose purpose is to address youth violence.

Author and Collector to Bring Vintage Toys
The history of mechanical toys will be
presented by the Wilkinsburg Historical
Society on Monday evening, June 16 at
7:30 p.m.
The speaker for the evening will
be Terry L. Mowrey, noted collector,
historian and author who will share his
passion for Wolverine Mechanical Toys.
The Wolverine Supply & Mfg. Co. was an
important business on Pittsburgh’s North
Side from 1903 to 1971. Terry Mowrey will
have his toy display, his Collector’s Journal
and lot’s of information about these great
vintage toys.
All are welcome to join in the fun
for this meeting. The society meets in the
Wesley Room of the South Avenue United
Methodist Church, Wesley Room. Guests
should use the Ross Avenue entrance, left
door.
The meeting is free, and refreshments
will be served.
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The Wilkinsburg Sun is a free
monthly community newsletter published
by the volunteer Wilkinsburg Community
Newsletter Board, with the support of the
Wilkinsburg Borough, the Wilkinsburg
School District, the Wilkinsburg Chamber of
Commerce and the Wilkinsburg Community
Development Corporation. The Sun is
printed by Knepper Press.
Please submit all articles and calendar
events to: editor@wilkinsburgsun.com,
or by mail, P.O. Box 86064, Wilkinsburg,
PA 15221. Please submit articles 5 weeks
before publication and
calendar events 3 weeks before
publication. To advertise,
e-mail adsales@wilkinsburgsun.com,
or call 412.916.1790. The Sun accepts
submitted articles provided they are related
to Wilkinsburg and are civic-minded. The
Sun reserves the right to withhold articles
from print. Please note that The Sun does
not publish political or opinion pieces.

Wolverine tin toys, which were manufactured for over 60
years in Pitstsburgh, will be the subject of Wilkinsburg
Historical Society’s free evening with author and collector
Terry Mowrey.

Sign up to receive The Sun by email at http://
eepurl.com/v0iBP and friend us on Facebook.

Wilkinsburg Borough
www.wilkinsburgpa.gov

Water, Water, Everywhere!
In his poem, The Rime of the
Ancient Mariner, Samuel Taylor
Coleridge said, “Water, water,
everywhere, Nor any drop to
drink.” Taken literally, he speaks
to being surrounded by water,
but it’s ocean water, too salty to
drink.
As the spring and summer
rains come down, many areas of
the Borough are also inundated
with water, also mostly unfit for
drinking. As the rain runs off
hard surfaces such as sidewalks,
driveways, and roads, it flows into storm
drains that empty into creeks, streams, and
rivers, carrying any pollutants with it.
How can residents prevent pollutants
from getting into our waterways, where
they harm wildlife, support excessive algae
growth, and foul waters?
Here are some suggestions for
protecting water sources so we always have
a “drop to drink”!
• Never pour liquids such as
antifreeze, carpet cleaners, gasoline,
pesticides, oil paints, solvents, and used
motor oil down the drains in your house,
or in the street. Improper disposal allows
these items to seep into groundwater and
rivers, poisoning the water. If you have
these types of items to dispose of, call the
Allegheny County Health Department
Water Pollution Control Division at

LOCAL TAX HELP
On June 17, a representative from
Portnoff Law Associates will be on-site
at the municipal building, 605 Ross
Ave, second floor Council Chambers,
to provide tax assistance. Hours are
1 p.m.–5 p.m. No appointment is
needed.

Come and Get Your
Compost and Mulch!
412/578-8040 to learn how to dispose of
them safely.
• Pick up after your pet! When
pet feces is left outside, rain washes the
waste and the bacteria it contains into
storm inlets that drain into waterways,
polluting them. So what should you do?
Keep it in its place—either dispose of in the
toilet, or bag it and trash it!
• Everyone loves a lush, green
lawn. So you fertilize. But then it rains.
The rain washes the fertilizer into the
storm drain that leads to creeks, streams
and rivers. The fertilizer causes excess
algae to grow, depleting oxygen that
fish need to survive. Some fertilizers
also contain weed killer, which poisons
our water when it runs off. If you must
fertilize, follow the label directions
carefully, and use sparingly.

UPCOMING MEETINGS
6/5 (Thurs.)

6 p.m.

Planning Commission

6/11 (Wed.)

7 p.m.

Borough Council Meeting

6/18 (Wed.)

6:30 p.m.

Council Work Session

6/19 (Thurs.)

6:30 p.m.

CACDC Meeting

6/19 (Thurs.)

5:30 p.m.

Parks & Recreation Advisory Board

6/25 (Wed.)

6:30 p.m.

Shade Tree Committee

7/3 (Thurs.)

6 p.m.

Planning Commission

7/9 (Wed.)

7 p.m.

Borough Council Meeting

All meetings will take place in the Wilkinsburg Borough Building, 605 Ross Avenue.

Make your gardens, lawn,
shrubs, trees, potted plants
happy, strong and even more
beautiful!
Up to 2 cubic yards free
to each Wilkinsburg
household!

DURING JUNE:
9 a.m.–2 p.m.
on Saturdays
Hunter Park (enter at Coal and James
Streets)
Tell your friends! Tell your neighbors!
Share a car or truck!
Bring your family! Bring some big bags (or
line your trunk with a tarp)!
We’ve got some shovels, but bring ’em if
you’ve got ’em!
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WBA Awarded WCDC’s Mini-Grant

photo by Martha Rial

The WCDC awarded their annual
Youth and Education Initiative mini-grant
to the Wilkinsburg Baseball Association
(WBA). The $3,000 grant will fund WBA’s
2014 season and support the purchase of
baseball bats, gloves, and balls, which will
benefit more than 900 youth participants.
Of these participants, over 90 percent live
in the Wilkinsburg community.
Through a competitive process, the
WBA was selected by the WCDC Board

in Wilkinsburg. The WBA is managed
by volunteers, parents, and community
members who aim to instill lessons in
character, courage, loyalty, teamwork,
sportsmanship, and fair play. “The WBA’s
Each One, Reach One learning signature
embodies the importance of helping to
shape our leaders of tomorrow by promoting
respect for opponents and teammates;
encouraging personal accountability and
teamwork; emphasizing the importance of
sportsmanlike behaviors, responsible social
behaviors, and respect for authority; and
stressing personal health and fitness,” WBA
President, David Reese, said. The WBA’s
2014 season kicked off on May 24, following
the Opening Day Parade in Wilkinsburg.
Past winners of the WCDC’s minigrant have included the Wilkinsburg High
School for Gym After Dark, Wilkinsburg
Community Ministry for the Youth Meal
Partnership, and Wilkinsburg Boys &
Girls Club for summer camp scholarships.
Learn more about the WCDC’s Youth and
Education Initiative at bit.ly/1cNfWiM.
WCDC to Convene Public Meeting
for Main Street Program

of Directors. “We received nearly a dozen
applications from organizations addressing
different aspects of Wilkinsburg youth,”
Ralph Yearick, WCDC Board President,
explained. “While all were worthy
candidates, the WCDC Board selected the
WBA as this year’s youth grant recipient
because it is a broad program that serves
hundreds of boys and girls each season.
Additionally, the WBA has a longstanding
history in our community.”
For more than 50 years, the WBA
has provided a safe, fun, and wholesome
combination of recreation and competition

The WCDC will reapply to the PA
Department of Community & Economic
Development’s Main Street Program this
year. The Main Street Program offers a
comprehensive, community-based approach
to revitalizing downtowns and central
business districts like Wilkinsburg’s.
As part of the preliminary application
process, the WCDC will convene a
public meeting on Wednesday, June 18,
at 5:30 p.m. in Council Chambers, 605
Ross Avenue. Community members are
encouraged to attend, learn more about
the Main Street Program and the WCDC’s
goals, and provide feedback.

Farmers’ Market & Art in
the Park Return June 19
Get fresh, local fruits and vegetables
right here in Wilkinsburg! The Wilkinsburg
Farmers’ Market opens Thursday, June 19, at
3 p.m. The market takes place in the parking
lots of 732-744 Ross Avenue, behind the
South Avenue United Methodist Church,
every Thursday from 3 to 6 p.m., through
November 20. Learn more at bit.ly/1ivPPcq.
After the market, stop by the Penn
Avenue Parklet (743 Penn Avenue) for Art
in the Park, which also begins June 19. Art
in the Park is a summer-long festival that
celebrates music, art, and the Wilkinsburg
community. Stop by every Thursday through
August 21, 6 to 8:30 p.m.
To support the WCDC, send a taxdeductible contribution to 1001 Wood
St., Wilkinsburg, PA 15221
OR donate online at
wilkinsburgcdc.org
Thank you!
412.727.7855 • 412.871.3149 (fax)
info@wilkinsburgcdc.org

®

WCDC CALENDAR
6/18 (Wed.)

5:30 p.m.

Main Street Program Public Meeting,
Council Chambers, 605 Ross Ave.

6/19 (Thurs.)

3 p.m.

Farmers’ Market begins, 732–744 Ross Ave.

6/19 (Thurs.)

6 p.m.

Art in the Park begins, Penn Ave. Parklet

7/3 (Thurs.)

9 a.m.

Business District Safety Mtg, WCDC office
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www.wilkinsburgschools.com
SCHOOL EVENTS & MEETINGS
6/12 (Thurs.)

No School

6/13 (Fri.)

Last Day—Graduation

6/17 (Tues.) 7 p.m. Board Planning Session
6/24 (Tues.) 7 p.m. Board Legislative Meeting
Meetings in Wilkinsburg Admin. Building

Sept 2, 2014, is the first day
of school for students.
Information submitted by the Allegheny Intermediate
Unit’s Communication Services Department on behalf of
the Wilkinsburg School District

Wilkinsburg Art Teacher Receives Fellowship
Congratulations to Nancy Rowley, art educator at the Wilkinsburg School District!
Rowley recently received a fellowship to the National Gallery of Art’s 2014 Teacher
Institute on Impressionism and Post-Impressionism in Washington D.C.
The six-day seminar in July is designed to help teachers of all subjects strengthen
their knowledge of art history while integrating visual art into classroom teaching. The
fellowship will help cover the costs of travel, lodging and materials.

Don’t Wait—Register for Kindergarten
and Pre-K Today!
A child’s early years are their learning years.
A growing body a research continues to support that
early childhood education is essential to a child’s success in
school and life. So make sure your child gets a jump start
and register them today for kindergarten and Pre-K classes
at the Wilkinsburg School District. To qualify, your child
must be at least 3-years old by September 1. Early enrollment
will ensure that children will begin their new school year on time.
Parents and guardians can register new students by stopping by the district’s
administration building at 718 Wallace Avenue between 9 a.m. and 3 p.m., Monday
through Friday. Make sure to bring the following:

•The child’s birth certificate
•The child’s social security card
•The child’s proof of immunization – no child will start school without all of the
required immunizations
•For parents/guardians - proof of residency such as phone, gas or electric bill in the
parent’s or guardian’s name
•For parents/guardians—photo identification
•Foster parents—a letter from the foster agency
These documents are required and will help ensure a smooth registration process.
Congratulations to Wilkinsburg students Marelle Turner
and Remy McIntyre for their induction into the National
Questions? Contact Ms. Velma Parker
Honor Society. The students were sworn in during a May
TIGERS Summer Camp
at
412.871.2285
or email her at vparker@
21 candle lighting ceremony attended by board members,
Wilkinsburg’s annual Summer TIGERS
wilkinsburgschools.org.
administrators, staff and parents. Since 1921, the
program
is ready to go and once again
National Honor Society has been recognizing outstanding
Seats in the Pre-K classrooms are still
promises
to be a great experience for kids.
high school students who demonstrate excellence in the
available, but space is limited. Those who
Beginning June 23 at the Wilkinsburg
areas of scholarship, leadership, service and character.
register today may help their child get a
Marelle and Remy join the society’s current members
Middle School, the TIGERS program will
Nicholas Freeman, Brandi McKnight and Iesha Stover.
jump start on their success.
run for six weeks and expose students
a variety of cultural and historical
District Preparing KTO Kindergarten Boot Camp to
treasures in the community. Educators
from the Carnegie Museum of Natural
A young child’s mind is like a sponge—ready to learn and grow. This summer at the
History, Saturday Light Brigade, Gateway
Wilkinsburg School District, teachers will be helping their youngest students develop a
to the Arts, Sense of Place Learning and
love for reading at the KTO Kindergarten Boot Camp.
other community organizations will guide
The KTO Kindergarten Boot Camp is a four-week summer program that helps
children as they learn about self-expression
children become successful readers. Whether a child is an emergent reader or is more
and the larger world. Breakfast and lunch
advanced, the boot camp will improve their skills, fluency and vocabulary. Teachers will
will be provided and students will have the
introduce children to the foundations of reading through interactive technology, games
opportunity to go on field trips.
and activities.
For more information, contact
Seats are still available so contact Ms. Michelle Agatston at 412.371.9504, ext. 2744 or the Wilkinsburg Middle School at
agatstonm@wilkinsburgschools.org to enroll you child. Classes start on June 23.
412.244.9303.
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Constables Bring Farm Animals and Free Books to Wilkinsburg

ADVERTISE IN THE SUN
adsales@wilkinsburgsun.com

On May 24, Constables4Kids brought
a petting zoo and free book event to
the Wilkinsburg football field for the
community’s children
The animals were from Mr. Bill’s
Petting Zoo. They included over 40
animals, including goats, chickens, a
turkey, a llama, ducks, a donkey, and even
a pig.
“We gave out over 200 children
books, books that were purchased from
Dollar Tree, online, and flea markets,”
said Constable Lonzo Boyce, a
Wilkinsburg resident. “[It was] nice
to see the people come out and
enjoy the farm animals and free
children’s books.”
Free refreshments were also
provided. The constables use their
own money to fund their events
and giveaways. It is one way they
give back to the community.
About 150 people attended
the event. Most adults had multiple
children with them.
Constables are elected for
six-year terms. Their duties include
transporting prisoners, guarding
the election polls, dealing with
landlord disputes and attending
district court.
For more information on
Constables4Kids and their
charitable work, visit their
Facebook.

Right: The animals at the petting
zoo were calm with the children,
including the llama (in the
background) who was taller than
everyone. Below: Constables4Kids
members—Wilkinsburg 1st Ward
Constables Steven Wright,
Lawrence Taylor, Lonzo Boyce,
Sr. and the most recently sworn-in
constable (in the back), Lonzo
Boyce, Jr. Bottom: Kids of all ages
enjoyed seeing the farm animals
and warmed up to touching them.

(Licensed by the PA Department of Banking)

Jim Butler, President
NMLS ID # 139251

PROFESSIONAL MORTGAGE CONNECTION, LLC
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NMLS ID# 688561

Library’s June Calendar
Reservations can be made for these
free events by calling 412.244.2940.

Adult Programs
General Fiction Book Group, June 25, 1
p.m.—Copies of this month’s selected novel
are available at the circulation desk.
Urban Fiction Book Group, June 30, 6
p.m.—Pick up your copy of this month’s
selected title, One Safe Place by Alvin L.A.
Horn, at the circulation desk.
Adult Summer Reading, June 16–August
11—Track your reading this summer for
chances to win weekly prize drawings.

Children’s Programs
Summer Reading Kick-Off Party,
June 20, 1 p.m. (Eastridge) & June 21, 1
p.m. (Main)—Join in games, crafts, science
demonstrations and balloon art!
Lego Club, June 24, 2-4 p.m.—The
library provides the bricks; the kids provide
the brains. Ages 5 and up.
Mad Scientist Book Club, June 27, 11
a.m. at Eastridge—Meet to read three
different science-themed books. Ages 9-12.
Movie Nights, Mondays, 6 p.m.—Enjoy a
different film each week. All ages.
Story Time, Tuesdays, 11:30 a.m.
(Main), Fridays, 10:30 a.m. (Eastridge)—
Children ages 6 months to 5 years and a
caregiver are invited for stories, songs and
games. “Fizz, Boom, Read” is the summer
theme.
Summer Reading Club (Thursdays, 2
p.m. (Main), Fridays, 11 a.m. (Eastridge)—
Each week we will explore a new science
theme. Ages 6-12.
Books and Block Storytime (Thursdays,
10:30 at Eastridge) – There will be stories
about building followed by creative fun
time. Toddlers and pre-schoolers.

Chamber of Commerce
www.wilkinsburgchamber.com

Member Spotlight: Pittsburgh Dry Cleaners & Furriers, Inc.
Pittsburgh Dry Cleaners & Furriers, Inc. has a long history of serving Wilkinsburg
residents. The original owners, Randall Pellegrin and Roy and Karl McCullough, started
a business together during World War
II. Posted in Guam, they jury-rigged
a washing machine out of a 40-gallon
barrel and a captured Japanese truck.
They earned money washing their
fellow GI’s clothes. After coming home
from the war, they opened their first
dry cleaning business in Braddock in
1946.
Unfortunately tragedy struck the
business four months later as a fire
consumed the building. Since the
business partners were uninsured
they could not rebuild. They then moved the
business to Homewood but in 1956 opened on
Wood St. in Wilkinsburg. The business has
been there ever since. Fire struck again in 1958,
but the partners were now well-insured and
were able to rebuild the business.
Located at 618 Wood St. the business is
now operated by three of Pellegrin’s daughters,
Beth, Carol and Karen. There are seven staff
members who all live in Wilkinsburg or nearby.
While the business has had its ups and downs
over the years, it is committed to staying in
Wilkinsburg.
Pittsburgh Dry Cleaners does all of its cleaning on-site except for leathers and furs.
They also do alterations and repairs.

General Chamber Meeting
Chamber members will meet on June 26 at 8 a.m. in Wilkinsburg’s Council
Chambers (2nd floor of the Borough Building, 605 Ross Avenue).

Greater Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce
P.O. Box 86064, Wilkinsburg, Pa 15221 • 412.242.0234
info@wilkinsburgchamber.com

WE’VE MOVED!!!
1789 S. Braddock Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15218
www.metrofamilypractice.org
412-247-2310

www.wilkinsburgsun.com 7

As part of outreach and the growth of
mission of The Braddock Youth Project,
the Three Rivers Workforce Investment
Board has funded a Wilkinsburg summer
work program for 30 teens from ages 14
to 18.
The program will run for 6 weeks
beginning at the end of June, and
participating youth will be paid a stipend
of $1200.
The program will include components
of media/journalism, mentoring younger
kids, and gardening.
There is also a special vocational
construction module for teens 16 and
older in collaboration with Rebuild
Together Pittsburgh under the auspices of
The Sanctuary Project.
Already the WYP is in collaboration
with The Sanctuary Project, Wilkinsburg
At 1404 Swissvale Avenue, near
High School, the Boys and Girls Club,
Montier
Ave, in Wilkinsburg, a house built
FUSE, St. Stephens Episcopal, and several
in 1875 has been turned into gold from
other area churches.
top to bottom. Artist Dee Briggs purchased
Free lunches will be sponsored by the the building through the Allegheny
South Avenue United Methodist Church.
County Vacant Property Recovery Program
The work program is an exciting
in late 2013 and is required by the sales
opportunity to support the ongoing
agreement to demolish the house.
hard work of organizations here in our
Demolition is scheduled for late June.
Before
destroying the 139-year-old house,
neighborhood working to raise our
Briggs
felt
a responsibility as an artist to
quality of life.
use
the
house
to say something about
Expect to see teens out and about
the
loss
of
value
for human life in today’s
in brightly colored WYP t-shirts
contemporary culture.
participating in civic engagement. For
“We value disposable objects and
questions, please call WYP Coordinator,
status symbols over lives and places that
Jessica Burns, MSW at jessicabrns1@
have housed lives. The project is really a
gmail.com
or call 412.389.6833. 1 1/15/14 11:51 metaphor
WCDC.VPRP.Fairy,SHADYAVE_Layout
AM Page 1 to remind everyone to see the

Photo by Dee Briggs

Work Program Offers
Opportunity for Youth

The House of Gold Tells a Story
value and beauty in things before they are
gone. Had I torn the house down without
making this project first very few people
would remember it was even there,” said
Briggs.
The project has a website, www.
house-of-gold.com, where Briggs tells the
story of the house—information uncovered
by historical research and neighborhood
interviews. Viewers of the project,
particularly those familiar with the area and
house, are encouraged to leave comments.
Briggs said that she has received a
good response so far, both online and
in the neighborhood. The local press
has shown an interest and she received
a encouraging correspondence from a
curator at the Carnegie Museum of Art.

The Allegheny County Vacant Property Recovery Program
is working in Wilkinsburg.

Where wishes become affordable homes.
For more information visit www.wilkinsburgcdc.org/vprp

Fill out an application today—you could be living happily ever after—tomorrow

