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Wilkinsburg
A Free Community Newsletter Bringing You Good News About Wilkinsburg

Wilkinsburg Families
Welcomed, Enrolled
at Westinghouse
Over the course of six Enrollment
Day events in the first two weeks of May,
transition social workers from Pittsburgh
Westinghouse Academy met with the
parents of Wilkinsburg students—who
will be attending the Pittsburgh public
school in the fall—to answer questions and
address concerns about Westinghouse’s
program offerings.
Having met many of the students
prior to Enrollment Days, the transition

continued on page 7

The second Wilkinsburg Vacant
Home Tour was held last month, bringing
together local historians, residents, and
experts in vacant property acquisition
and rehabilitation. The tour was hugely
successful with over 500 people in
attendance. Additionally, the two Tools
& Resource Workshops, which were held
during the tour, were at capacity prior
to the event. The workshops focused
on vacant property acquisition and
rehabilitation. Through the WCDC’s event
listing, several workshop seats were able
to be reserved specifically for Wilkinsburg
residents interested in these topics.
Similar to last year, this year’s
tour was also widely received by the
media, including a story and video from
WPXI’s Lisa Sylvester, a feature on 90.5
WESA, and an article in NextCity, an
international publication focused on
social, economic, and environmental

continued on page 7

Wilkinsburg Thursday Open Market Begins June 16

photo by Greg Sciulli

Vacant Home Tour Features Wilkinsburg History, Assets and Potential

Bulletin Board
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Walk for Peace
Their Own Worlds: Artwork by Norman
Brown, Gabe Felice, Masha Vereshchenko,
and Tommy Werner is an exhibit that
opens at Percolate Art Space, 317 Trenton
Ave., Wilkinsburg, on Saturday, May 29,
6–9 p.m.
Four imaginative artists, each with
their own unique, colorful and identifiable

and plenty of food for the family. Pack a
basket and come out and see old friends,
or better yet, make new friends.
Historical Society Meeting June 20
The Wilkinsburg Historical
Society will host “Why Wilkinsburg
Celebrated” a program to recognize the
100th anniversary of the 1916 Borough
improvements.
It was June 1916 when Wilkinsburg
finished a three-year project to raise the
railroad tracks, lower the streets in the
track area, dedicate the beautiful new
railroad station on Hay Street and unveil
the Lincoln Statue.
A massive parade was part of the
celebration as residents rejoiced over the
elimination of grade crossings. The story of

Input Needed on Community Projects
All residents and business owners
are invited to an open meeting of the
Wilkinsburg Arts and Community Design
Commission, Thursday, June 16, at 6:30 p.m.
at 605 Ross Ave., 2nd floor. Commissioners
will be discussing two important community
projects: the installation of a new public
mural at Wallace Ave. and Pitt St. and the
Office of Public Art/Neighborhood Allies
Public Art and Placemaking Project that is
currently underway in the borough. To learn
more, visit wilkinsburgpa.gov.
.

editor@wilkinsburgsun.com

styles. The artwork pictured is by Norman
Brown, an elder statesman of the AfricanAmerican art community in Pittsburgh.
This show is sure to delight everyone.
Children are welcome.
Percolate Art Space exhibitions
are always free and open to the general
public. The gallery is open every Saturday
from 12-4 p.m., and by appointment,
412.606.1220. The exhibit runs through
June 25.
St. Mark’s 6th Annual Community Day
St. Mark AME Zion Church members
invite the community of Wilkinsburg
to their Sixth Annual Community Day
on July 16 from 10 a.m.- 4 p.m. at 807
Ross Street, Wilkinsburg, PA. 15221.
Everything is free to the community,
including prayer, hair cutting, clothing
giveaway, entertainment for everyone, and
refreshments.
For more information, contact Doris
Strothers at 412.855.8087 or contact the
church at 412.241.7699.
Community Unity Day
Community Unity day this year
is Saturday, July 2 in Hunter Park
from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. MADDADS is
celebrating its tenth year and will be a
part of the Community Unity festivities.
There will be games for the children
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the dangerous train tracks and the creation
of a new train station will be the topic of
a slide presentation at the next meeting
of the Wilkinsburg Historical Society on
Monday evening, June 20 at 7:30 p.m.
in the South Avenue United Methodist
Church, using the left Ross Avenue
entrance. Guests are always welcome and
the meeting is free to attend.

Please submit all articles and calendar
events to: editor@wilkinsburgsun.com,
or by mail, P.O. Box 86064, Wilkinsburg,
PA 15221. Please submit articles 5 weeks
before publication and
calendar events 3 weeks before
publication. To advertise,
e-mail adsales@wilkinsburgsun.com,
or call 412.680.1381. The Sun accepts
submitted articles provided they are related
to Wilkinsburg and are civic-minded. The
Sun reserves the right to withhold articles
from print. Please note that The Sun does
not publish political or opinion pieces.

Sign up to receive The Sun
by email at eepurl.com/v0iBP
and friend us on Facebook.

Wilkinsburg Borough
www.wilkinsburgpa.gov

The Borough Has a Lot Going on This Summer
OLIO [oh-lee-oh], noun
1. a dish of many ingredients. 2. mixture
of heterogeneous elements; hodgepodge.
3. medley or potpourri, as of musical or
literary selections; miscellany.
This month, there is an olio of
announcements and information. With
apologies to George Gershwin, it’s
summertime, and the Borough is busy!
Here are a few of the happenings:

June 16 ∞ Art in the Park

Art in the Park is back! The Penn
Avenue Parklet is the place for live music,
activities and food trucks. Music starts at
6:30 each Thursday evening for 10 weeks.

July 2 ∞ Community Day

From 11 a.m.–7 p.m. in Hunter Park,
this free, annual celebration is a great
time to gather with friends and neighbors
and enjoy a hot dog or two!

July 16 ∞ Dream City Art

Dream a little dream—the second
Dream City Art Walk/Studio Tour
promises to be even bigger!
Last year’s walking tour, named
after an amusement park located in
Wilkinsburg from 1908-1916, featured
45 artists in 10 sites with pop-up
spaces, installation art, and hands-on
workshops. Free.

UPCOMING MEETINGS

And a few reminders:

Grass

By Borough code, property owners
are responsible for keeping the grass
and weeds cut to a maximum height of
10 inches. Long grass and weeds harbor
rodents, and invite litter, so keep yours
trimmed!

Compost

Still need some compost to help
control the weeds in your garden? Contact
the Borough at 412.244.2905 for more
information.
Compost is free to Borough residents;
delivery of full truckloads is available for
a fee.

6/7 (Tues.)

6 p.m.

Planning Commission, 2nd floor

6/8 (Wed.)

7 p.m.

Council Legislative Session, 2nd floor

6/9 (Thurs.)

10 a.m.

Constituent & Community Relations, 2nd floor

6/10 (Fri.)

9 a.m.

Policy & Procedure Committee, 1st floor

6/13 (Mon.)

6 p.m.

Library Board, 2nd floor

6/14 (Tues.)

noon

Public Safety Forum, 2nd floor

6/14 (Tues.)

1 p.m.

Social Media & Promotions Committee, 1st floor

6/16 (Thurs.)

5:30 p.m.

Parks & Recreation Advisory Board, 1st floor

6/16 (Thurs.)

6:30 p.m.

Community Art & Civic Design Commission, 2nd floor

6/20 (Mon.)

9 a.m.

Policy & Procedure Committee, 1st floor

Moses Workman has joined the
Borough as clerk/secretary in the
Borough’s Administrative Office.
Moses is a Wilkinsburg resident, the
father of two, and most recently worked
for Google.
He just completed the requirements
to be a notary and will provide notary
services for Wilkinsburg residents.
Stop by and say “hello” if you’re in the
building.

6/22 (Wed.)

5:30 p.m.

Blight Committee, 1st floor

Scavenger Hunt

6/22 (Wed.)

6:30 p.m.

Shade Tree Advisory Committee, 2nd floor

6/22 (Wed.)

7 p.m.

Capital Planning Committee, 1st floor

6/23 (Thurs.)

5 p.m.

Public Safety Forum, 2nd floor

6/23 (Thurs.)

6:30 p.m.

Special Events Committee, 2nd floor

6/24 (Fri.)

9 a.m.

Policy & Procedure Committee, 1st floor

6/27 (Mon.)

6 p.m.

Joint Tax Committee, 2nd floor

7/5 (Tues.)

5 p.m.

Public Safety Forum, 2nd floor

7/6 (Wed.)

6:30 p.m.

Special Events Committee, 2nd floor

7/8 (Fri.)

9 a.m.

Policy & Procedure Committee, 1st floor

7/11 (Mon.)

6 p.m.

Library Board, 2nd floor

7/12 (Tues.)

1 p.m.

Social Media & Promotions Committee, 1st floor

All meetings will take place in Wilkinsburg Borough Building, 605 Ross Ave.

Finally, two announcements:

New Clerk/Secretary

Look for a Borough building
Scavenger Hunt in the special July issue of
the Wilkinsburg Sun, which will be printed
on the linotype press at Tip Type and
timed to coordinate with the Dream City
Art Walk.

Landmarks Preservation
Resource Workshops
Events are free to PHLF members; $5
for non-members. RSVP Marylu@phlf.org
or 412.471.5808 ext. 527. Located at 744
Rebecca Avenue, Wilkinsburg:
Researching Your House History,
Thursday, June 9, 6 p.m.
Stained Glass Creation & Restoration,
Saturday, June 11, 10 a.m.
Naked Architecture: Addition Through
Subtraction, Tuesday, June 21, 6 p.m.
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WCDC

www.wilkinsburgcdc.org

WCDC Celebrates Business Workshop Graduates
photo by Jason Cohn

Last month, the WCDC
and partners had the
opportunity to celebrate 19
entrepreneurs who graduated
from the spring Business
Planning Workshop. The
workshop, which was led by
WCDC Business Development
Specialist, Gordon Manker,
follows the CORE FOUR
Business Planning Course®
approach, which is geared
toward both aspiring and
existing business owners.
The course focuses on four
fundamental elements of business
planning:
1 Business success
2 Meeting the needs of the
marketplace

3 Business cash flow needs
4 How the business will operate
In total, 16 businesses, including four
start-ups, where represented in the spring
2016 class. The WCDC looks forward

to continuing to work with
these entrepreneurs as they
continue to grow and thrive.
Congratulations!
For all the photos from
the graduation, check out
bit.ly/1Tb45jp.
If you’re an entrepreneur
or you just want to learn
more about the WCDC’s
business support programs
and upcoming opportunities,
call (412) 727-7855 or email
gordon@wilkinsburgcdc.org.
The WCDC’s business support
programming is supported by the POISE
Foundation, Neighborhood Allies,
Hosanna House, Wilkinsburg Chamber
of Commerce, and the Mansmann
Foundation.

Wilkinsburg House & Garden Tour 2016 Planning Underway
Do you want to get involved with the Wilkinsburg House & Garden Tour this year?
The WCDC is currently seeking committee members to help plan the tour, homeowners
who are willing to show their home on the tour, event sponsors, day-of volunteers, and
vendors. This year’s tour will take place on Saturday, September 24 in and around the
historic Hamnett Place neighborhood. If you’re interested in helping out, please email
marlee@wilkinsburgcdc.org or call 412.727.7855.

To support the WCDC, send a taxdeductible contribution to 1001 Wood
St., Wilkinsburg, PA 15221
OR donate online at
wilkinsburgcdc.org
Thank you!
412.727.7855 • 412.871.3149 (fax)
info@wilkinsburgcdc.org

®

Donate to the WCDC before June 30

Dates!

Save the

The WCDC’s fiscal year is coming to a close, so if you have not contributed to
the WCDC this year, please consider making a donation before June 30! By donating,
you will help the WCDC ensure a successful year of revitalization, beautification,
and business development in Wilkinsburg. You can make a secure donation online at
wilkinsburgcdc.org/donate.
In addition to making a secure donation through the WCDC website, you can also
support the WCDC when you shop on Amazon through AmazonSmile. Visit smile.
amazon.com to learn more. Many thanks, in advance!
Saturday, June 25, 9-11 a.m.: WCDC Board Meeting; WCDC Office—1001 Wood St.
Thursday, July 14, 6 p.m.: WCDC Volunteer Appreciation Pool Party; Sherwood Event Center; Invite Only
Saturday, September 24: 4th Annual Wilkinsburg House & Garden Tour
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School District

www.wilkinsburgschools.org

Last Class of WHS Commences with Leaders
Remy L. McIntyre, a member of the
graduating class, plans on leaving her
name behind in the history of her school
before it closes this year. Remy, this year’s
valedictorian, Remy was inducted into the
National Honor Society in 2014. This past
January, she was also inducted into the
National Society of High School Scholars
and became a winner of the Comcast
Leaders and Achievers Scholarship. She
is a three-year member of the Youth
Works Alumni after-school program
and Pittsburgh’s Pearl Club, a sisterhood
program.
Remy has been accepted to Delaware
State University, Central State University,
and Cheyney University, but she chose
her dream school. She will be attending
Temple University in the fall to study
psychology.
Since first attending Wilkinsburg
in the seventh grade, she has made high
honor roll consecutively every year with
a GPA of 3.7. She is the last valedictorian
to graduate in the history of Wilkinsburg
High School in the spring of 2016. Remy
is proud of her school and her senior class,
and is excited for what her future will hold.
Viviana L. Lugo was the salutatorian
of the class. Viviana, a bilingual student
who only moved to Wilkinsburg from
New York last year, was a member of the
National Honor Society and Pep Club, and
volunteered in the library after school.
Carletta Dixon graduated with a

Certificate from Forbes Road Career
and Technical Center. Her studies were
focused on advertising design.
A familiar face served as
commencement speaker, as the seniors
voted to request that Mr. Jason Boll to
serve in that role. Mr. Boll was an English
teacher in the Wilkinsburg School district
up until the 2014-2015 school year. Mr.
Boll said that he is honored to have been
chosen by the students, many of whom he
taught in seventh and eleventh grades.
The Wilkinsburg High School class of
2016 commencement exercises were Friday,
June 3. The following students graduated:
Roamell Bey
Brandin Julius Blair
Ronald Brown
Stephon Byrd
Taylor A. Davis
Carletta Dixon*

Anfernee D. Fleming
Tieharr L. Flood-Joyner
Stephanie M. Gordon
Destine Herring
Marquon Herring
Culmer Howard, Jr.
Viviana L. Lugo, Salutatorian
Chelsea S. Martin
Remy L. McIntyre, Valedictorian
Davon A. Moultrie
Rashad M. Newsom
Nigel T. Noel
Marlin A. Rainey
Ciara T. Ramsey
Shadai Robinson
Caja S. Stolich
Danielle Walker
Stephen A. West-Hill
Kayla R. Wilkes
Culmer Howard Wise, Jr.
«National Honor Society
*Forbes Road Certificate

Wilkinsburg and Westinghouse Kids Participate
in Joint School Student Leadership Program
Wilkinsburg School District and
Pittsburgh Westinghouse Academy recently
launched a joint student leadership
program, selecting student leaders from
both Wilkinsburg and Westinghouse
to serve on three different committees:
transition activity planning, conflict
resolution & mediation and new student
orientation.
For the first time, student committee

SCHOOL DISTRICT CALENDAR
7/19 (Tues.)

5:30 p.m.

Board Finance Committee

8/16 (Tues.)

5:30 p.m.

Board Finance Committee

8/16 (Tues.)

7 p.m.

Plannng Session

8/23 (Tues.)

7 p.m.

Legislative Session

8/29 (Mon.)

7 p.m.

First Day of School

9/5 (Mon.)

5:30 p.m.

Labor Day

10/3 (Mon.)

7 p.m.

Inservice Day (No Students)

10/12 (Weds.)

6 p.m.

Inservice Day (No Students)

10/14 (Fri.)

7 p.m.

Act 80/ Parent Conference (No Students)

5/30 (Mon.)

All Day

Schools Closed—Memorial Day

members are meeting after school to get
to know one another and discuss the
upcoming year.
They were chosen based on application
submissions and teacher input and will
continue to meet for over the course of the
school year, summer break and into the
new school year.
In tribute to Tiger and Bulldog pride,
Pittsburgh Westinghouse Academy is
designating a space within their building
as the “Paw Center,” a place where
student leaders will be able to hold future
committee meetings and activities.
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Whitney Park
Cleanup Volunteers
Yield Lovely Results

photos by Mike Milberger

Marc Pois was honored recently by Mayor John Thompson and Borough Council
for his 26 years of dedicated service at the Wilkinsburg Public Library. Above is Mayor
Thompson and Amanda Ford, the assistant borough manager, with Pois.
During his time as Senior Circulation Clerk, Pois provided exceptional customer
service to the residents of Wilkinsburg and our neighboring communities.
Patrons will always remember him for his quick wit and knowledge of community
news and current events as well as local and world history. Throughout his life Pois has
been a passionate advocate for peace and social justice.

Wilkinsburg Public Library Events for June
The following library programs and
events are free and open to everyone.
Reservations can be made in advance at the
circulation desk or by calling 412.244.2940.
Adult Programs
Summer Reading, June 6–August 20—
Take part in Summer Reading Bingo and
enter for prize drawings!
General Book Discussion Group,
Wednesday, June 29, 1 p.m.—Title to be
selected. Everyone invited.
Crochet with Frankie, Mondays, 2 p.m.—
Beginners and experienced crocheters
welcomed. Bring your materials.
Resume & Applications Assistance, Fridays,
10:30-11:30 a.m.—Get help writing resumes
and filling out applications especially
online. Registration required.
Eastridge Knitting, Tuesdays, 1:30 p.m.—
Bring your current work and your questions.
Eastridge Crochet, Saturdays, 11 a.m.—Join
Frankie to get tips and help.
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Children’s Programs
Summer Reading, June 13–August 6—On
Your Mark, Get Set Read! For all ages.
Videos Games, Mondays, 1-3 p.m.—Come
play Wii and Xbox One. Ages 8 and up
S.O.S (Science of Sports), Tuesdays, 1
p.m.—Learn how science and sports come
together. Ages 7 and up.
Coloring Club,
Wednesdays, 1-3 p.m.—
Relax, chill and be
creative. For all ages!
Summer Learning
Club, Thursdays, 1
p.m.—An afternoon
of crafts and games.
Ages 7 and up.
Movies in the
Afternoon, Fridays, 1
p.m.—A surprise movie
with snacks each
week. Bring a blanket

and pillow from home. For all ages.
Eastridge Summer Learning Club,
Thursdays, 10 a.m.—Awesome crafts, cool
games. Ages 7 and up.
Eastridge Summer Story Time, Thursdays,
11 a.m.—Stories, songs and play for under 5
and caregivers.

Chamber of Commerce
www.wilkinsburgchamber.com

ENROLLMENT, from page 1
social workers were able to have one-onone personal conversations with their
parents and walk them through enrollment
paperwork.
One parent said, “It went well. They
were so nice.” When asked about how
her son felt about going to a new school,
she said he was nervous but “went to the
Westinghouse student orientation and had
a good time.”
The transition social workers visited
each school—Kelly Elementary, Turner
Elementary and the Wilkinsburg Middle
and High School—twice in the two week
span, but parents unable to attend any
of Enrollment Day events can schedule
meetings by appointment.
For more photos and information
regarding Wilkinsburg School District
activities, visit www.wilkinsburgschools.
org, www.facebook.com/WilkinsburgSchool-District-541412192685919, or www.
twitter.com/WilkinsburgSD.
Workshops at East End Food
Coop, Meade St. 15208
The Benefit of Bees, Wednesday, June
22 at 7 pm. Joe Zgurzynski, Country Barn
Farm, presents an overview of honeybee
biology along with basic beekeeping
techniques—also a discussion of how
pollinators benefit the planet.
Reducing Stress for Better Health,
Tuesday, June 28, 7 p.m. Sarah Knight,
Cutitta Chiropractic, will discuss the
impact stress has on your mind and body,
and then explore coping mechanisms and
exercises to help mitigate these effects.
These events are free. Call
412.242.3598 to reserve a spot.

Nine Mile Run’s Bike Tour and Block Party June 11
A guided bike tour will cover 10 miles through the watershed communities of
Wilkinsburg, Regent Square, Swissvale, Homewood, Edgewood, and lower Frick Park.
The bike tour will be followed by a free entry, family friendly Block Party on S. Trenton
Ave, from Biddle Ave to Union Street.

Wilkinsburg Thursday Open Market (WTOM) June 16
Opening day of the Wilkinsburg Thursday Open Market (WTOM) from 3-6:30 p.m.
in the Ross Avenue parking lots will include the Wood Street Art Exhibition featuring
the Shower of Light installation, the Ziller Pyramid, and works from other local artists.
The June Business After Hours will be hosted at the Wilkinsburg Thursday Open Market
from 5:30-7:30 p.m.

Art in the Park
Art in the Park will feature a performance by Youth For A Brighter Community from
6-8:30 p.m. in the Penn Avenue parklet.

Second Liquor License Issued
Congratulations to Liam’s for receiving the second liquor license in the borough.
Liam’s Fish, Wings, and Things is now hiring and will be opening in June.

Business Counseling Available
Mansmann Foundation and Pitt’s Small Business Development Center are offering
free one-on-one counseling to small business owners interested growing their businesses.
Please consider taking advantage of this valuable opportunity. Email smallbusiness@
mansmannfoundation.org for more details.

Monthly Board Meeting
The monthly meeting is June 16, 8.-9 a.m., Wilkinsburg Borough Building 2nd floor.

Greater Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce

1001 Wood St., Wilkinsburg 15221 • 412.242.0234 • info@wilkinsburgchamber.com

7516 Meade Street
Pittsburgh, PA 15208
www.eastendfood.coop
412.242.3598

Everyday low prices on over
400 organic pantry staples!

VACANT HOME TOUR, from page 1
change in cities. On Facebook, the Vacant Home Tour event page
reached 84,000 people—54,000 more than last year!
Following the tour, many people have called and stopped by
the WCDC office to find out when the next tour will be. Though
a third tour is not yet being planned, the WCDC office is available
as a resource year-round for those interested in learning how to
acquire, finance, and rehab a vacant property in the borough.
Stop by 1001 Wood St. during normal business hours or call
412.727.7855 to find out what resources are currently available.
If you missed the tour, or even if you were there, be sure to visit
bit.ly/VHT2016 to view photos from the event as well as the wrapup reception that took place at the historic Singer Mansion.
If you want to get involved in future WCDC events, email
marlee@wilkinsburgcdc.org.
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Wood Street and Ross Avenue
Art Stroll Open
From June 11 through July 10, an art stroll is available,
featuring the work of Pittsburgh artists:
• Katy DeMent, 900 Wood Street and Ross Avenue,
encaustic paintings
• James Shipman, 815 and 811 Wood Street, wood
sculpture
Below: Katy DeMent, Natural History,wax on paper, hand stitching, located at
900 Wood Street.

• Mark Panza, 725 Wood Street and South, large
scale photography
• Joe Witzel, pastel landscapes, James Florist 712
Wood Street
• Milestone Health Center Artists, ceramic vessels,
Integrative Care Therapist, Christine Fortino, James
Florist, 712 Wood Street
• Bob Ziller, pyramid sculpture, Wood Street and
South Avenue vacant lot
• Wilkinsburg Centennial Celebration Exhibition,
Wilkinsburg Borough Building Lobby, Monday through
Friday, open at 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. (Friday–Saturday), 6 p.m.
(Tuesday–Thursday), and 8 p.m. (Monday–Wednesday).
The Art Stroll is a collaboration of the Wilkinsburg
Chamber of Commerce, Milestone Health Centers, the
Wilkinsburg Thursday Open Market, and the Wilkinsburg
Historical Society.
Patrons of the Wilkinsburg Thursday Open Market
and the Arts in the Park on Thursdays can pick up fresh
produce and stroll down Wood Street, stop at the Borough
Building, and see the exhibition commemorating the 100th
anniversary of the completion of the Wilkinsburg train
station, the raising of the train tracks, and the installation
of the Lincoln Statue. The latter is presented by Anne Elise
Morris, president, Wilkinsburg Historical Society.
For more information on all the events contact, Jody
Guy, guyarts211@gmail.com
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OVER 40 LOCAL ARTISTS

1DAY/10 SITES
Free and open to the public

FOR MORE INFO, GO TO: WWW.DREAMCITYWORKS.ORG / EMAIL: WILKINSBURGDREAMCITYART@GMAIL.COM

1789 S. Braddock Avenue
Suite 410
Pittsburgh, PA 15218
www.metrofamilypractice.org

412-247-2310
Health care to all people, at every stage in life,
without regard to their ability to pay…

