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A Free Community Newsletter Bringing You Good News About Wilkinsburg

Remembering Wilkinsburg’s Amusement Park
Back when trolley rails were embedded
in main roads, Wilkinsburg boasted one of a
couple dozen amusement parks in the area,
designed to increase trolley traffic. Dream City,
located near Robinson Boulevard, opened
in 1906, advertising its 20 acres as the “most
beautiful location in Western Pennsylvania.”
The park offered plenty of space for relaxing on
the grounds.
The Wilkinsburg Historical Society will
present a program about Dream City Park
and other amusement parks that entertained
Pittsburghers in the early 1900s. The evening
will showcase vintage views of Wilkinsburg’s
Dream City and other local parks of that era.
The program will begin at 7:30 p.m. on Monday,
March 17, in the Wesley Room of the South
Avenue United Methodist Church (use the left
rear Ross Avenue entrance). Admission is free
and refreshments will be served.
Dream City featured a dance pavilion, food
booths, rides, vaudeville acts and shows which
changed every week.
—Anne Elise Morris

Another Sign of Spring: New Construction in Wilkinsburg’s Peebles Square
In a third phase of the Peeble Square
development, two 3-bedroom, 1-1/2–bath
homes are presently under construction and
will be completed by mid–summer. Soon after,
construction on the final two houses in the
project should begin.
The houses will be listed by Keeler
Williams. Interested buyers can also call Ron
Ciotti at Action Housing at 412.281.2102
ext 2021. The project contractor is Waller
Corporation General Contractors and the
project is funded by Allegheny County
Department of Economic Development.
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Items Needed for
“Help a Senior Day”
Wilkinsburg
Community Ministry
(WCM) invites residents
to participate in “Help a
Senior Day” on Thursday, March 27, as
part of the national campaign March for
Meals. The WCM will be giving out items
that collected through the month to Meals
on Wheels recipients and any senior who
visits the office that day.
The WCM is asking the community to
assist by collecting items. Items needed are:
shelf-stable food (cereal, canned goods etc.)
flashlights, batteries, Kleenex, water, toilet
paper, kitchen towels, socks, blankets,
personal hygiene products.
During the week of March 17–21
the WCM plans to recruit Wilkinsburg
officials to assist with meal delivery.
March For Meals is a national
campaign, initiated by the Meals
On Wheels Association of America
(MOWAA), which seeks to raise awareness
of senior hunger and to encourage action
on the part of the local community.

Free Seminar Offers
Financial Help
PNC Bank is offering a free financial
seminar about solutions for those who do
not have banking servieces, including a
new solution called SmartAccess, April 2
from 5-7:30 p.m.
The seminar will also cover other
financial best practices for a household,
including getting a mortgage and
personal budgeting. The seminar will be
at the PNC Bank at 701 Penn Avenue,
in Wilkinsburg’s business district.
Refreshments will be provided.

Minority Health Issues to Be
Addressed March 27
“Our Health Matters: Examining the
Minority Health Crisis in Pittsburgh,”
a conference on March 27, will discuss
diseases that affect minority communities
in greater numbers, such as diabetes,
hypertension and obesity. The event is
free event and at the University Club.
Interested parties should RSVP by March
7 at DonateLifePA.org/OurHealthMatters
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For those of you who are used to
getting your copy of The Sun in your
Pennysaver, we are no longer able to
deliver that way as the Pennysaver no
longer circulates in Wilkinsburg.

Gallery on South Trenton
Features Wilkinsburg Artist
Traveling Souls, an exhibit from artists
Samir Elsabee and Bob Ziller is available at
Percolate until Sunday, April 27, at which
time there will be a closing party from 3–6
p.m.
Percolate is a gallery at 317 South
Trenton Avenue in Wilkinsburg.
For more information, visit www.
facebook.com/PercolateArt or contact
the gallery director, Moshe Sherman,
at MosheSherman@gmail.com or
412.327.5719
Samir Elsabee is an Egyptian artist
from a small farming village on the banks
of the Nile. He left Egypt in 1966 and
taught at Khartoum University in Sudan.
He moved to New York City in 1971, and
followed his daughter to Pittsburgh in
2009. His paintings are in the Alexandria
Museum and Khartoum Museum, as well
as Washington D.C’s Children’s Museum.
Bob Ziller is a Wilkinsburg resident
who has shown his artwork at the Chicago
Cultural Center, the Norton Museum
of Art, and The Hunter Museum of
American Art, and over 100 other venues.
Baseball Registration
2014 Wilkinsburg Baseball
Association registration
continues this month for youth
who want to play this season.
Registrants should come to the
Wilkinsburg Borough Building any
Saturday in February and March from
10 a.m.–2 p.m. Basic registration is $35.
Softball for girls 16 or younger is $20, and
Baby Minor registration for ages 3–5 is $10.
For more information, contact Cliff
McCaulley and 412.401.7533 or David E.
Reese at 412.657.2411.

But never fear: All you have to
do to ensure you never miss another
issue is go to http://eepurl.com/v0iBP
and sign up to receive a link to each
and every issue via email just as soon
as they hit the street.
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Resolutionary Road
Resolution

[rez-uh-loo-shuhn] noun

1. a formal expression of opinion or
intention made, usually after voting, by a
formal organization, a legislature, a club, or
other group.
2. a decision or determination; a resolve: to
make a firm resolution to do something.
3. the act determining upon an action or
course of action.
4. firmness of purpose.
Last month’s column highlighted
the Borough administration’s New Year’s
Resolutions, with a promise that this
month we would discuss another type of
resolution—the ones passed by Borough
Council.
First, a little history lesson: William
Penn established Pennsylvania’s units
of local government when he owned all
the land that is now the commonwealth.
Through a charter from King Charles II
of England, Penn was given the power to
divide his land into counties, townships,
cities, and boroughs, all of which had
existed in England for quite some time.

Today, these four types of entities still
exist in Pennsylvania. And while they all
share the same basic statutory powers and
public service responsibilities, each retains
some unique characteristics.
According to state law, the “class” of
a municipality depends not on money,
status, or prestige, but on population.
Pennsylvania has nine classes of counties,
four classes of cities, and two classes of
townships. Boroughs are not classified.
Generally, each class of municipality
operates under its own code of laws,
which determines its structure and
powers.
Those powers include taking official
action by two means: resolutions and
ordinances. What’s the difference? In
general, the difference lies in subject
matter, not terminology.
A resolution generally states a position
or policy of the Borough. An ordinance
is more formal and authoritative than
a resolution—it’s a local law that usually
regulates persons or property and relates
to a matter of a general and permanent
nature.
To see the process in action, plan to
attend a Borough Council meeting, held
the first and third Wednesdays of the
month at 6:30 p.m. (work sessions) and
the second Wednesday of the month at
7 pm (legislative session) in the Council
Chambers, 2nd floor of the Borough
building.

UPCOMING MEETINGS
3/12 (Wed.)

7 p.m.

Borough Council Meeting

3/19 (Wed.)

6:30 p.m.

Council Work Session

3/20 (Thurs.)

5:30 p.m.

Parks & Recreation Advisory Board

3/26 (Wed.)

6 p.m.

Shade Tree Committee

4/2 (Wed.)

6:30 p.m.

Council Work Session

4/3 (Thurs.)

6 p.m.

Planning Commission

All meetings will take place in the Wilkinsburg Borough Building, 605 Ross Avenue.

Like a Good Neighbor…
While we hope the winter weather
is gone, March often holds surprises
(who can forget the blizzard of 1993
that nearly caused the St. Patrick’s Day
Parade to be canceled?). In the event of
snow and ice, Wilkinsburg residents are
required by Borough Code to remove,
or have removed, any snow and/or ice
accumulation on their sidewalks within 24
hours of the end of the weather event.
Consequences for non-compliance
are costly: fines of up to $600, along with
the cost of prosecution; or the Borough
may clear the snow and/or ice and collect
the cost to do so, with an additional 10%
added.

In addition, the property owner is
responsible, and can be held liable for,
injuries sustained by someone falling or
slipping on their snowy or icy sidewalk.
Be a good neighbor, obey the law, and
protect yourself from liability—keep your
sidewalks free of snow and ice!
SEE IT FOR YOURSELF
The Borough’s 2014 Budget
is available for your perusal
at: http://wilkinsburgpa.gov/
pdf/2014ManagersBudget.pdf
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Give Your Home a Helping Hand
Habitat for Humanity of Greater
Pittsburgh is a local nonprofit that believes
everyone deserves the right to a decent,
affordable home.
In addition to its homeownership
program, Habitat also has a Neighborhood
Revitalization Initiative that provides lowcost home repairs for current homeowners.
Habitat’s A Brush with Kindness
program helps with minor to moderate
exterior repairs, including painting,
landscaping, roof repair and accessibility
modifications.
Habitat’s Weatherization program helps
improve the energy efficiency of homes by
providing caulking, repairing windows and
doors, installing door sweeps, and blowing
insulation into walls and ceilings.
To participate in these programs,
homeowners must meet income guidelines
and be willing to pay back a portion
of the cost of the work. Wilkinsburg
residents and veterans are encouraged to
apply. For more information, visit www.
pittsburghhabitat.org or call 412.351.0512.

The WCDC is pleased to have
funding available to groups and
organizations within Wilkinsburg
that support the academic and civic
endeavors of our youth.
The WCDC youth initiative has
$3,000 available that may be awarded
in its entirety or in smaller amounts
depending on the number of applicants
and the quality of the applications.
Candidates with new ideas and
special needs different than past
applicants will be given priority.
Interested parties should submit an
application by the last Friday in March,
the 29th.
All projects must be completed
by August 31 of the year in which the
funding was provided. Best wishes to the
applicants! Awardees will be notified the
first Friday in May.
Applications are on the WCDC
website at www.wilkinsburgcdc.org/
programs-and-projects/education-and-youth.

Save the Date! Business Financing Workshop
Are you a business owner or an
entrepreneur? Do you want to learn more
about financing options? Mark your
calendars for a free “behind-the-scenes”
look at how commercial loan applications
are underwritten and ways to prepare for a
successful loan application.
This workshop is open to existing
business owners and start-up businesses.
Topics will include conventional and
special loan products that can help local
businesses grow and prosper; public and
non-profit lending resources; business
planning assistance; and personal credit
requirements.
A panel of lending professionals will
be available who can provide advice on
how to prepare for successful financing
applications. Last year, representatives
from Dollar Bank, Allegheny County
Department of Economic Development,
Regional Development Funding
Corporation, and University of
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Youth Mini-Grant
Available

Pittsburgh’s Small Business Development
Center presented and answered questions
from the 20 attendees. This workshop is
free and will be held Tuesday, May 20, 6
p.m.-8 p.m. at the Village of PennWood,
906 West St., in Wilkinsburg. Food
will be provided. Make your reservation
today! Call 412.727.7855 or email: info@
wilkinsburgcdc.org.
To support the WCDC, send a taxdeductible contribution to 1001 Wood
St., Wilkinsburg, PA 15221
OR donate online at
wilkinsburgcdc.org
Thank you!
412.727.7855 • 412.871.3149 (fax)
info@wilkinsburgcdc.org

®

WCDC CALENDAR
3/3 (Thurs.)

8:30 a.m.

Business District Safety Meeting—WCDC office

4/3 (Mon.)

8:30 a.m.

Business District Safety Meeting—WCDC office

5/20 (Sat.)

6 p.m.

Business Financing Workshop, Location TBD

School District

www.wilkinsburgschools.com

News Shorts

SCHOOL BOARD & COMMITTEE MEETINGS
3/18 (Tues.)

7 p.m.

Planning Session

3/25 (Tues.)

7 p.m.

Legislative Session

Meetings will take place in the Wilkinsburg Admin. Building

No school on Thursday, March 27 (Act 80 Day).

Congratulations to Wilkinsburg Boys Varsity
Basketball!
The Wilkinsburg boys basketball finished the year as
section champions. They were Section 4A champs with 9
wins and just 1 loss in their section. They also won their first
playoff game on Feb. 14 against Union High School, 74-62.
The Tigers basketball team lost a playoff game Feb.
21 against the Monessen Greyhounds by a score of 63-49,
finishing the season with an overall record of 13-8.
Addressing Tardiness
The Wilkinsburg school district has seen way too much
tardiness and too many absences from students than it would
like. Administrators have put into place a plan to get parents
to start addressing the issue.
Home visits will be conducted to reach out to parent
or guardians that do not respond to the efforts of the
institutions that are trying to inform and address the
tardiness issue.
Students grades are visibly affected when they do not
attend a whole day of school. The adminstration asks that all
parents and guardians please send their children to school on
time. This is their future!

(Licensed by the PA Department of Banking)

Jim Butler, President
NMLS ID # 139251

PROFESSIONAL MORTGAGE CONNECTION, LLC
NMLS ID: 127881

412-672-5060
Preferred Lender:
WCDC.VPRP.Fairy,SHADYAVE_Layout
1/15/14 11:51 AM Page 1
NMLS ID#1 688561

New Plans for Basketball Program for Young
Men
A prospective voluntary program called “JAM” (Journey
to Authentic Manhood may be coming to Wilkinsburg, but
still needs final approval. JAM is geared for Wilkinsburg
boys from ages 9-13. It is a basketball program that would
be run by the local Bible Chapel in collaboration with The
White Fields Foundation. Concentrating on character, faith,
and manhood, JAM uses basketball as a platform. Its overall
concept is to help young boys grow into young men. More info
will come later.
—Walter Wilson, parent/community liaison

The Allegheny County Vacant Property Recovery Program
is working in Wilkinsburg.

Where wishes become affordable homes.
For more information visit www.wilkinsburgcdc.org/vprp

Fill out an application today—you could be living happily ever after—tomorrow
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Wilkinsburg Public Library March Events
These programs at the library are free and open to everyone. Reservations can be
made by calling 412.244.2940.
Adult Programs
Financial Checkup 101, March 10, 1 p.m.—Fifth Third Bank representatives cover
everyday financial options and decisions including saving, budgeting, identity protection,
using credit wisely, homeownership, investing options and saving for college.
Computer 101 Class, Wednesdays, 10 and 11:30 a.m.—Covers beginner computer
skills and refresher tips for veteran users. Space is limited, but two classes will be
scheduled if necessary.
Affordable Care Act [Obamacare], March 17, 5:30 p.m.—Rachael Singer from Squirrel
Hill Health Center gives final information session before this year’s application deadline.
Urban Fiction Book Group, March 24, 6 p.m.)—Participants read and discuss a different
book each month and recommend other authors and titles to the group. A copy of this
month’s selected title is available at the desk.
Children’s Programs
Lego Club, March 4, 3-5:30 p.m.—Kids can build whatever they can imagine. Library
provides the bricks, kids provide the brains. Ages 5 and up.
Gaming Club, March 11, 3-5 p.m.—From chess to mancala to Settlers of Catan and
Pandemic, there is a game for everyone to play.
Iron Chef, March 25 4-5 p.m.—Celebrate International Waffle Day with a waffle
creation cook-off! Design a custom waffle and enter it to compete in the Iron Chef
challenge. Come hungry! All ages are welcome.
Story Time Tuesdays, 11:30 p.m.—Children ages 6 months to 5 years and a caregiver
are invited for stories, songs and games.

Walesa’s Wife to Attend Film Opening in Regent Square
The 2014 Carnegie Mellon University International Film Festival opens at the
Regent Square Theater on Thursday, March 20, , at 7:15 p.m., with the 2013 Polish film
“Walsesa: Man of Hope.”
The film is about Lech Walesa, the Nobel Peace Prize-winning former leader of
Poland. Walesa’s wife and former first lady of Poland, Danuta, will attend the screening
and answer questions about the film’s portrayal of her.
The festival continues until April 5 with 12 award-winning independent films
with ties to 20 countries. This year’s theme is “Faces of Work,” reflecting the late CMU
professor and filmmaker Paul Goodman’s focus on workers around the world.
Opening night tickets to the film and reception are $15 and $10 for seniors and
students. General admission tickets for all other screenings are $8 and $5 for seniors and
students. For tickets and information visit http://www.cmu.edu/faces/.

Easter is April 20
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Chamber of Commerce
www.wilkinsburgchamber.com

Member Spotlight: Stanton Industrial Electric Supply

Stanton Industrial Electric Supply makes it a priority to meet all your electrical
needs with friendly service. They strive to be “your friendly supply house”. When you
walk through their doors on 521 Penn Ave. you will be met with a friendly staff who
wants to ensure that you get what you need.
The company’s history begins in 1954 when John Stuart Stanton Jr. started Stanton
Industrial Electric Supply in Braddock. He built a new store on Rebecca Avenue in
Wilkinsburg in 1960. 12 years later the company moved to its current location on Penn
Ave., in the heart of Wilkinsburg’s business district. The company is currently run by
Stanton Jr.’s son, John Stanton III. His son, John Stanton IV, has also been a part of the
company for over 25 years.
Stanton is a well-stocked supply store that caters to both commercial and residential
customers. It is not unusual for Stanton to receive customers coming from a “big box”
store that does not carry what the customer needs. Many customers remark that they had
no idea that Stanton could help them with their electrical needs. In addition to selling
receptacles, switches, timers and light bulbs, John Stanton III also repairs lamps. One
interesting fact is that they can get a customer any light bulb from anywhere in the world.
The store continues to be a family business and has eight employees. Their inside
sales manager, Bob Glenn, has worked with Stanton III since 1962, but they have known
each other since the 2nd grade. Helga Stanton is the credit manager. All of the staff
enjoy working together, but more importantly, they enjoy making sure the customer has
a good experience in their store. If you have an electrical project and need supplies or
advice, please make Stanton Industrial Electric Supply your first stop.
General Chamber Meeting
Chamber members will meet on Thursday, March 20, at 8 a.m. at the Wilkinsburg
CDC Office located at 1001 Wood St.

Greater Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce
P.O. Box 86064, Wilkinsburg, Pa 15221 • 412.242.0234
info@wilkinsburgchamber.com
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Landmarks Preservation Resource
Center’s March and April Events
During March, several workshops are being offered at
the Landmarks Preservation Resource Center at 744 Rebecca
Avenue in Wilkinsburg.
They are free and open to the public. Those interested
should RSVP with Mary Lu Denny at 412-471-5808 ext. 527.
Introduction to Home Improvement
Tuesday, March 11, 6—7:30 p.m.
As part of a series on foundational home improvement
skills in partnership with DIY Pittsburgh, this session will
teach how to use the most common hand tools and power
tools of the trade in home improvement.

House and Garden Tour Plans for 2014
The WCDC will host the second Wilkinsburg House and
Garden Tour on Saturday, September 27. This new annual event
showcases some of the unique homes that make up our neighborhood
and display what a wonderful community Wilkinsburg is.
The WCDC is looking for homes that have been preserved,
restored or remodeled for this year’s tour. To keep the homes within
walking distance of each other, the tour will feature the Regent
Square area of Wilkinsburg. Those interested in opening their homes
can call the WCDC at 412.727.7855 for more information.
Last year, more than 425 people toured six homes, several
gardens, two churches, and a local coffee shop.

Residential Landscape Design
Saturday, March 15, 10—11:30 a.m.
Landscape architect Bill Paxton presents a workshop on
residential landscape design. The lecture will explore various
aspects of garden design including site, soil, trees, landscape
plants, ornaments, hardscape, seasons, historical restoration
and special gardens.
How to Frame a Wall
Tuesday, March 18, 6—7:30 p.m.
Wood framing is the structural skeleton of a home. This
course will help anyone tackle a remodeling project that
includes opening walls or additions in a structurally sound
manner. Topics include safe use of hand and power tools,
layout, measuring, cutting, and ultimately how to frame a
wall with a window and a door.
Flooring—1 of 2
Tuesday, March 25, 6—7:30 p.m.
Wood and laminate flooring products are designed
for the DIYer. But with so many products on the market,
it is critical to have a clear understanding of the materials
available today. In this session, students will learn about the
materials and installation of solid wood, engineered wood,
and laminate flooring. Presenter Michael R. Wetmiller is the
founder of DIY Pittsburgh.
Flooring—2 of 2
Thursday, March 27, 6—7:30 p.m.
Part 2 of Tuesday’s workshop.
History of Masonry
Thursday, April 10, 6–7:30 pm
Construction and masonry industry expert Stephen
Shelton of Shelton Masonry + Contracting presents a history
of masonry.
Masonry Design and Implementation—Overview of
Materials
Saturday, April 12, 10–11:30 a.m.
Stephen Shelton discusses masonry design and
materials.
Trick of the Trade
Thursday, April 17, 6–7:30 pm
Stephen Shelton reveals tricks of the trade in masonry
construction.

