the

inside
Borough

3

WCDC

4

School District

5

Chamber of Commerce

7

Link on Penn

8

VOL. 9 NO. 8 May 2016

Wilkinsburg
A Free Community Newsletter Bringing You Good News About Wilkinsburg

Wilkinsburg Artist Dee Briggs Opens Year-Long Exhibit in NYC
Artist Dee Briggs, whose studio
is located in a former fire station in
Wilkinsburg, installed her first major
public exhibition in New York City.
The exhibition, titled Dee Briggs in
Foley Square, includes three new works
completed in 2015 and 2016. Made of
weathering steel at Wheaton and Sons
in Braddock, the sculptures have a
natural living finish that will continue to
evolve and change with weather patterns

throughout the year-long exhibition—
running until March 2017.
A public opening reception will be
held in the park Thursday May 19 from
5:30-8 p.m.
Briggs explains, “The work presented
in this exhibition deals directly with
my fascination with geometry and the
particular operation of symmetry called
chirality or three-dimensional handedness.
Chirality is defined by a three dimensional

Vacant Home Tour Builds on Last Year’s Success

Photo by Greg Sciulli

—Adds Food Trucks, Points of Interest, and Bonus Stops—
Building on the success of 2015’s Vacant
Home Tour, which aimed to reframe the
issue of blight as an opportunity rather than
a problem, the WCDC presents Wilkinsburg
Vacant Home Tour 2016 on May 7.

Check in at South Avenue United
Methodist Church (733 South Ave.)
will begin at 11 a.m. Tour goers will
go back in time and learn about the

continued on page 6

‘Link on Penn’ Fun
Here on May 21

Photo by Albert Vecerka/ESTO
entity that has no internal plane of
symmetry along the x, y or z-axis. In this
work I am concerned with form and space
and its impact on and responsibility to
people; the relationships between power
and place; and the process and possibility
of physical materials.”
Briggs, a Pittsburgh native, studied
architecture at the City College of New
York and received a Master of Architecture
degree from Yale University. Growing

continued on page 6

PopUp Pittsburgh! Hosts ‘Link On Penn’ on May 21
See story on page 8
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Walk for Peace
Prior to the Vacant Home Tour on
May 7, neighbors can join others at the
Wilkinsburg Baseball Association’s Walk
for Peace, beginning at 10 a.m. at the
Wilkinsburg Borough Building, 605 Ross
Ave.
Hilltop Block Watch Planting
Hilltop Block Watch will plant their
garden for summer on Saturday, May
14. All community members are invited
to stop by the corner of Douglass and
Laketon between 10 a.m.–12 p.m.
There will light refreshments and
conversation as volunteers plant the
summer garden. Attendees are asked to
bring some flowers, any kind or amount,
gardening gloves or small tools—and
plant as they rededicate the garden to the
community. Some tools will be provided.
May 21 will be the rain date. Call Linda at
412.880.8253 with any questions.
Wilkinsburg House Histories
Wilkinsburg houses have their own
stories to tell. While preparing for the
Vacant Home Tour, volunteer researchers

discovered the history of the featured
houses. Interesting stories were discovered
that linked these century-old homes
to the early families and businesses of
Wilkinsburg.
The next meeting of the Wilkinsburg
Historical Society will show these homes,
their former residents and the fascinating
history that they contain.
The program will be Monday May
16 at 7:30 p.m. at the South Avenue
United Methodist Church, using the Ross
Avenue entrance. Members, guests, and
any interested people are welcome. The
meeting is free to attend.
Ladies Who Network Event
The 4th Annual Ladies who Network
event will be held on May 14 at 2 p.m.
at Hosanna House in Wilkinsburg. The
theme is “Survivors.”
A high tea will be hosted by Michele
Goodman Studio.
The “pink carpet” correspondent will
be Debiie Norrel. For more information,
contact youclassicevent@gmail.com or call
412.723.2414. Advance tickets are $10.
Vendor space is available.

Charles and Blanche Walmer who once lived at 744 South Avenue, pictured on page 1 as part of the Vacant Home tour,
owned the popular Walmer Hardware at 716-718 Penn Avenue. Many of Wilkinsburg’s grand old homes were owned by
prominent members of the business community. The Historical Society will host a House Histories evening May 16.

Kids Fashion Show
A 1st Kids Annual Fashion Show
will be held Saturday, June 4 at 5 p.m.
at Hosanna House, 708 Wallace Ave in
Wilkinsburg.
Tickets are $15 and can be purchased
from Upbeat Records on Penn Avenue and
Meachez Barber Shop on Wood Street in
Wilkinsburg.
This is an event for all ages, sponsored
by Real Classy Productions, 412.731.3719.
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Television and Electronics Recycling in the Borough
Each April, Wilkinsburg hosts its
annual Great Wilkinsburg Cleanup, in
conjunction with the Great American
Cleanup of PA and Earth Day events. As
of this writing, we do not know how much
trash was cleaned up around the Borough,
but there is a high probability that old
televisions were discovered among the
cans, bottles, and food wrappers collected
by the volunteers.
The disposal of old televisions has
become an issue not just for Wilkinsburg,
but for cities, towns and municipalities
across the state. Since 2013, Pennsylvania’s
Covered Device Recycling Act has made
it illegal for citizens to put their old
televisions out with the trash—and illegal
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Department of Environmental
Protection press secretary Neil Shader said
the Act, which requires manufacturers and
retailers to help with recycling efforts, was
well-intentioned, but has had unintended
results.
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May Workshops Focus on Home Buying
Want to find out how to buy and
finance your own home? Plan to attend
one (or both!) of these home buying
workshops:

Mortgages for
Mothers: This free

Photo by Jason Cohen

workshop is presented
by Dollar Bank and will
include information
about grant money for closing costs,
low down payment mortgage options,
and credit counseling and restoration
programs. The workshop is Saturday,
May 7, 9 a.m. at the David L. Lawrence
Convention Center in downtown

Pittsburgh. Continental breakfast will be
included. Though the workshop is geared
towards mothers, anyone is welcome to
attend. Call 1 (800) 345-3655 to reserve
your spot.
Home Buying Workshop: At this
free workshop, attendees will learn more
about credit counseling and restoration
programs, grant money for closing costs,
affordable mortgage options, assistance for
public housing residents and renters, and
credit analysis. The workshop will take
place on Monday, May 16, 6 p.m. at the
Landmarks Preservation Resource Center
at 744 Rebecca Ave. in Wilkinsburg. This

workshop is presented by Dollar Bank and
Pittsburgh Housing Development Assoc.
Inc. Advance registration is requested.
Please call 412.242.2700 to learn more and
register.
Wilkinsburg House & Garden
Tour 2016 Planning Underway
Do you want to get involved with the
Wilkinsburg House & Garden Tour this
year? The WCDC is currently seeking
committee members to help plan the tour,
homeowners who are willing to show their
home on the tour, event sponsors, day-of
volunteers, and vendors. This year’s tour
will take place on Saturday, September
24 in and around the historic Hamnett
Place neighborhood. If you’re interested
in helping out, please email marlee@
wilkinsburgcdc.org or call (412) 727-7855.
To support the WCDC, send a taxdeductible contribution to 1001 Wood
St., Wilkinsburg, PA 15221
OR donate online at
wilkinsburgcdc.org
Thank you!
412.727.7855 • 412.871.3149 (fax)
info@wilkinsburgcdc.org

®

WCDC’s Business Financing Workshop Returns May 9

Dates!

Save the

Attention existing and aspiring business owners! Plan to attend the WCDC’s free
Business Financing Workshop on Monday, May 9, 6 p.m. at Hosanna House, 807 Wallace
Ave., 2nd Floor. Attendees will learn about different types of small business loans,
successful loan application strategies, credit requirements, public and nonprofit lending
resources, and business planning assistance. This workshop is presented in partnership
with Dollar Bank. Call 412.727.7855 or email gordon@wilkinsburgcdc.org to learn more
and register.
Monday, May 9, 6 p.m.: WCDC Business Financing Workshop; Hosanna House—807 Wallace Ave
Wednesday, May 11, 7 p.m.: Business Planning Workshop Graduation; Hosanna House—807 Wallace Ave.
Tuesday–Wednesday, May 17-18: PCRG Community Development Summit; pcrg.org/conference
Saturday, May 21, 9-11 a.m.: WCDC Board of Directors Meeting—1001 Wood St.
Saturday, May 21, 1–4 p.m.: LDI’s Pop Up Pittsburgh! Event in Wilkinsburg
Saturday, September 24: 4th Annual Wilkinsburg House & Garden Tour
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Wilkinsburg Students Receive Warm Welcome
During Westinghouse Academy Visit
On April 1, for the first time,
Wilkinsburg middle and high school
students spent a full school day at
Westinghouse Academy, where they will
attend come fall by means of a partnership
between the Wilkinsburg and Pittsburgh
Public School Districts.
“We just didn’t have the resources to
offer everything they do,” said Wilkinsburg
School District Partnership Liason Dr.
Dan Matsook. “We’re not seeing this as
an ending. We’re seeing this as a new and
exciting beginning for our kids.”
As buses filled with Wilkinsburg
students pulled up in front of the

school, teachers, administrators, and
the Westinghouse drum line cheered
energetically the arrival of their future
pupils and classmates. A brief assembly
followed with ice breaker activities and
opening remarks by Pittsburgh Public
Schools Superintendent Dr. Linda Lane,
Board President Dr. Regina Holley
and Westinghouse Principal LouAnn
Zwierzynski.
The school and school board leaders all
expressed their desire to have Wilkinsburg
students become “part of the family” and
their satisfaction at seeing the students
excited to see their new school and looking

SCHOOL DISTRICT CALENDAR
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All Day

Schools Closed—Memorial Day

forward to making new friends.
“Our goal is to change the story at
Westinghouse,” Zwieryznski said. “This is
a wonderful opportunity for two schools to
come together and make this the highest
achieving African-American school in the
state. It’s not for other people to write our
story. It’s up to us to write our story.”
Afterwards, the students branched
out by grade level to tour the school’s
facilities, meet their future teachers and
learn about different program offerings.
The field trip also included lunch in the
Westinghouse cafeteria.
Akeva Lewis, 18, a Wilkinsburg

junior, said this was her first step down
the hallways of the high school her mother
attended and where she will spend her
senior year. “So far, it’s good,” said Lewis.
“It’s better than our school. I know that.”
In addition to April’s field trip, at the
beginning of next school year, Wilkinsburg
students will have a week-long orientation,
allowing them time to adjust to their new
high school.
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VACANT HOME TOUR, from page 1
histories of five long-vacant homes and
one commercial property. They can also
sign up for workshops, which will focus
on vacant property acquisition as well as
rehabilitation. Though the tour is free,
workshops require a separate RSVP due
to space limitations. Call 412.727.7855 or
register at bit.ly/VHTworkshop.
New this year will be a vendor
area where tour goers can meet local
organizations and event sponsors, learn
about local housing and social service
programs, and enjoy local food trucks.
Points of interest along the route include the
Wilkinsburg Train Station, Lohr Building,
Ahmadiyya Muslim Community, Pittsburgh
Urban Christian School (PUCS). PUCS
is also supporting the tour through their
Picking Up With PUCS event on May 6.
The tour will end at 3 p.m., but those
who are interested can check out two
“bonus stops” from 3-5 p.m. Bonus stops
include Dee Briggs’ properties on Swissvale
Avenue and Joseph Auria’s property in
Blackridge. Both acquired their properties
through the Vacant Property Recovery
Program, and are excited to share their
stories and future plans with tour goers.
If you would like more information,
visit vacanthometour.com or call
412.727.7855.

Junior chemists shook up a flask of fun in the lab during the Crazy Chemworks after-school program at Pittsburgh
Urban Christian School in Wilkinsburg. This hands-on and interactive chemistry program is packed solid with cool
reactions and fun learning. On this day, students donned goggles and changed liquid to solid and back again, while
picking up some tricks on chemical changes. As part of this exciting six-week program, PUCS students will also learn to
handle laboratory tools and build and break molecules.

DEE BRIGGS, from page 1
up in the Western Pennsylvania 1970’s
industrial landscape had a profound
impact on Briggs and her deep affinity for
industrial materials and processes. Her
work is at once singularly focused and
widely diverse—spanning the arenas of
both autonomous and site-specific large

Wilkinsburg Public Library Events for May
The Spring Book Sale is in June at the
Eastridge branch library. Watch for details!
The following library programs and
events are free and open to everyone.
Reservations can be made in advance at the
circulation desk or by calling 412.244.2940.
Adult Programs
General Book Discussion Group,
Wednesday, May 25, 1 p.m.—Title to be
selected. Everyone invited.
Crochet with Frankie, Mondays, 2 p.m.—
Beginners and experienced crocheters
welcomed. Bring your materials.
Resume & Applications Assistance, Fridays,
10:30-11:30 a.m.—Get help writing resumes
and filling out applications especially
online. Registration required.
Eastridge Knitting, Tuesdays, 1:30 p.m.—
Bring your current work and your questions.
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Eastridge Crochet, Saturdays, 11 a.m.—Join
Frankie to get tips and help.
Children’s Programs
After School Art, Thursday, May 5, 3 p.m.—
Make a Mother’s Day card for your mother,
grandmother, aunt or other special person.
Ages 7 and up.
Yu-Gi-Oh Duelist League, Thursday, May
12, 3–5 p.m.—Geared for younger and less
experienced players to learn the game.
Demo decks available. Ages 7 and up.
Video Games, Tuesdays, 3-5:30 p.m.—Open
Xbox One and Wii play. Ages 8 and up.
Eastridge Family Story Time, Thursdays, 11
a.m.—Stories, songs and play for ages under 6
and caregiver.
Eastridge Maker Series: Buttons!, Tuesday,
May 17, 3:00 p.m.—Create your own buttons
with a machine. Ages 8 and up.

scale sculpture, building and landscape
integrated installation and urban scale
work focused on social justice and
criticism. She exhibits nationally.
This public exhibition is a part of Art
in the Parks, a program of the New York
City Department of Parks and Recreation.
Other Local Workshops
Landmarks Preservation Resource
Center Workshops, 744 Rebecca Avenue,
Wilkinsburg. Non-members: $5. RSVP with
Mary Lu Denny at 412.471.5808 ext. 527
Saws and Sawing, Saturday, May 21, 10
a.m.–1 p.m Different types of handsaws and
their uses, and techniques to saw squarely
and accurately. Presenter Regis Will, owner
of Vesta Home Services, is a craftsman.
Spring Cleaning: A Guide to Green
Cleaning, May 24—6 p.m. Raises awareness
about potential toxins found in home
environments. Presenter Chelsea Holmes is
director of community education at Women
for a Healthy Environment.
East End Food Coop Event Series,
7516 Meade Street, Pittsburgh 15208.
Ask a Grower Q&A, Thursday, May 19,
3–7 p.m. Garden Dreams and Wilmington
Gardens host this Plant Something Day
with 50% off seedlings sale. Local growers
will share techniques and tips.

Chamber of Commerce
www.wilkinsburgchamber.com

‘The Great Camp Out’
at Frick Park
Gather your camping gear—it’s time
for The Great Camp Out at Frick Park,
brought to you by the Nine Mile Run
Watershed Association [NMRWA}.
In celebration of the NMRWA’s 15th
Anniversary, they’re hosting an overnight
camping adventure on July 23 (rain date:
July 30) at the Lower Frick Park Play Area,
a.k.a. the Soccer Field.
For one night, join other campers
for a night under the stars, complete with
food trucks, complimentary s’mores and
libations, and family-friendly fun, including
local storytellers. There will be a craft time,
games, sunrise yoga, and a guided tour of
the NMRWA restoration area.
Space is limited. Visit www.
ninemilerun.org/events to reserve a
campsite. Each site is $60 and can
accommodate two tents for up to four adults
and accompanying children. Price includes
a light breakfast on Sunday morning. For
questions or more information, visit the
website or contact Lindsey-Rose Allen at
lindsey.rose@ninemilerun.org or by phone
at 412.371.8779x119.

Vacant Home Tour Stop of Interest
900 Wood Street has been vacant for about 10 years, ever since the Subway Sandwich
Shop moved down the street across the border into the City of Pittsburgh. In February
of this year, Impact Neighborhood Redevelopment
Company was granted conservatorship of this two–story
commercial building on the corner of Ross Avenue and
Wood Street to rehabilitate and to bring new businesses
into the downtown business district.
On May 7 from 11 a.m.–3 p.m., 900 Wood Street
will be a “stop of interest” on the Wilkinsburg Vacant
Home Tour. Stop by for a walk through of the building
and to give feedback on what use you envision for the
space that will have the greatest impact on the community.
Over $1,000,000.00 has been invested into Wilkinsburg muti-family and singlefamily real estate since 2014 by Impact Redevelopment and their private investors. Impact
Redevelopment is on target to invest another million dollars into the borough in 2016
through private investments.
Want to make money with your money? Receive preferred returns backed by tangible
assets while bettering a community! Funding opportunities available.

Food, Drink and Networking
May 17, 5:30-7:30 p.m.
Maya Organization
451 Washington Ave, Swissvale 15218.
The Maya Organization has offered pregnancy and adoption counseling and social
work services since 2009. Their organization will continue to expand programs and
services to help the Pittsburgh region and beyond. Come meet the team and other
chamber members at this month’s Business After Hours.

Thank You to 2016 Chamber Members
Triangle Poster & Printing Co., Nancy’s East End Diner, Hosanna House, Second United
Presbyterian Church of Wilkinsburg, The Wilkinsburg SUN, KERR engineered sales company,
Metro Community Health Center, Wilkinsburg Community Ministry, Amore Management
Company, Lincoln Heritage Life Insurance–Chris Ashley, Western PA School for the Deaf,
Pittsburgh Dry Cleaners & Furrier, Wilkinsburg Community Development Corporation, Vision
Towards Peace Counseling Services, Wilkinsburg Christian Housing, Community Hearing,
Stanton Industrial Electric Supply, South Avenue United Methodist Church, ACHIEVA, Western
& Southern Life Insurance - Kyle Ross, Compass Self Storage, Rocky Enterprises, Admintrinsic,
Pennwood Paints & Supply, St. James Roman Catholic Church, Thomas Home Child Care,
The Real McKoy Creative, MD Autoworks, Enrich Products Inc., Giant Eagle Frankstown Rd.,
Mansmann Foundation, Trash2Treasure, Abracadabra Cleaning Services, CP Development,
IMPACT Redevelopment, John Irwin, James B. Richard Services, Kenyon Jewelers, Ralph Yearick,
Pittsburgh Urban Christian School, Eastern Area Prehospital Service, Davis-Fetch Corp. of
Pennsylvania, WTAE, BPI Inc., James Floral, Bridges to the Desired Future, Dennis Bossick,
Fulton Building and Remodeling, Abator Information Services, NBT Holdings LLC, Reformed
Presbyterian Theological Seminary, Jody Guy, Pamela Macklin, Pete & Vicki Smith, South Hills
Bible Chapel, Community Life, Covenant Church of Pittsburgh, Bryn Mawr Apartments/ McKinney
Properties.

Greater Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce

1001 Wood St., Wilkinsburg 15221 • 412.242.0234 • info@wilkinsburgchamber.com
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PopUp Pittsburgh! Hosts ‘Link On Penn’ on May 21
Spring is bringing many great events
to celebrate Wilkinsburg, including Link
on Penn on May 21—a PopUp! Pittsburgh
Project from 1-4 p.m. The
party will be set up at the
site of the former PennLincoln Hotel, Center
Street and Penn Avenues.
In addition to a
children’s activity area,
Link on Penn will feature
a lineup of great local
musicians and vendors.
As a part of the day,
participants will receive a
“Passport to Wilkinsburg,”
which will include discounts to favorite
local businesses and a program of the day’s
events.
The Sanctuary Project’s annual block
party will also be a part of the event, and
will include face painting, free family
photos, a 3-on-3 basketball tournament,
carnival games with prizes, and much
more.

Another highlight of the afternoon
will be the #wilkinsburgstories project,
with a listening lounge for the community
to relax and enjoy.
Come hear the stories
of local business owners
and neighbors, old and
new. Come listen to
original poetry, and
to hear stories about
Wilkinsburg’s favorite
places and memories.
The #wilkinsburgstories
are available for preview
on storycorps.me and
will be archived within
the Folklife Collection of the Library of
Congress.
Please join us and bring along your
family, friends, and neighbors to make
this great event even better! Those who
would like to share their story, volunteer,
promote their Wilkinsburg business
or take to the stage, may contact the

Leadership Development Initiative class at
linkonpenn@gmail.com.
In partnership with the Wilkinsburg
Community Development Corporation,
the Sanctuary Project, Neighborhood
Allies, and Leadership Pittsburgh Inc., the
afternoon of activities will include food,
music, and fun for the whole family.
More information about Link on
Penn, along with announcements, story
clips and photos, are available on:
www.instagram.com/ldi_pgh/
www.facebook.com/popuppittsburgh/
twitter.com/popuppittsburgh
Link on Penn is presented by
Huntington Bank & Powered by
Leadership Development Initiative XXIII,
a program of Leadership Pittsburgh Inc.”
Want to see your ad here?
Advertise with The Wilkinsburg
Sun. Email adsales@
wilkinsburgsun.com for rates
and schedules.
At the co-op, fresh
delicious food is
just the beginning.
Nourish your family.
Discover local foods.
Connect with others
and help build a strong
community. It all
comes together
at the co-op.

1789 S. Braddock Avenue
Suite 410
Pittsburgh, PA 15218
www.metrofamilypractice.org

412-247-2310
Health care to all people, at every stage in life,
without regard to their ability to pay…

Mother’s Day Is May 8!
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delicious food that’s good for you

7516 Meade Street
Pittsburgh, PA 15208
www.eastendfood.coop
(412) 242-3598

