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Wilkinsburg
A Free Community Newsletter Bringing You Good News About Wilkinsburg
May 16 PSO Community
Concert to Benefit
Wilkinsburg Music Programs

Above: Principal bassoonist Nancy Goeres visits Kelly Elementary School. Lower left: Resident Conductor Fawzi Haimore, who
will conduct at Wilkinsburg concert. Lower right: Chad Winkler who will perform Haydn’s Concerto in E-flat major..

The Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra
presents the 11th Annual Community
Engagement Concert for the community
of Wilkinsburg on Friday, May 16 at 7
p.m. at Wilkinsburg High School. All
proceeds from tickets sales directly benefit
the music programs in the Wilkinsburg
School District. More than $60,000 has
been raised in Wilkinsburg through
the Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra’s
Community Engagement concerts.
Resident Conductor Fawzi Haimor
will lead the symphony in an exciting
program filled with Beethoven, Bernstein,
Copland, Sousa and more! A very special
performance of “Take Time in Life” will
feature students from the Wilkinsburg
School District and Pittsburgh Obama
High School.
Additionally, Pittsburgh Symphony
trumpet Chad Winkler will perform
Haydn’s Concerto in E-flat major, and
vocalist Katy Williams will perform
Dvorak’s “Songs My Mother Taught Me”
and the classic “Over the Rainbow” with
the symphony. The Pittsburgh Symphony
will finish with a patriotic burst of John
Phillip Sousa’s “Stars and Stripes Forever.”
Tickets are $5 for students K-12
and $10 for adults. A group of 10 adult
tickets is available for a discounted price
of $75. Tickets can be purchased by
calling the Wilkinsburg High School
Music Department at 412.871.2282 or
412.371.9504 x 2717, and will also be
continued on page 6

See Page 8 for News on the Former Penn-Lincoln Hotel Building
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Students Give Back
Each year, Pittsburgh Urban Christian
School holds a school-wide environmental
clean-up day, Picking Up with PUCS.
Students “give back” to Wilkinsburg
by picking up trash in a 32-block area
and along the main street of Regent
Square. This project beautifies, prevents
trash from polluting the Nine Mile Run
Watershed, and builds character and a
sense of responsibility to community in the
children.
This year, Picking Up with PUCS is
May 9. State Rep Ed Gainey, along with
community leaders and volunteers, will be
picking up litter with the children. The
event will kick off with chapel service at 9
a.m. before workers hit the streets around
9:30, ending with lunch and awards at
11:45 a.m.

Special Afternoon for Youth
The Sanctuary Project is sponsoring
an All About YOUth! block party on
Saturday, May 17 from 12–4 p.m.
The event will be held in the parking
lot on Wallace Avenue across from the
high school, or if raining, indoors at the
Christian Church.
All About YOUth! will include games,
a basketball competition, hair cutting,
displays, free food, music, a free family
photograph and more.
The event is an opportunity for
organizations or ministries to connect
wiht youth and families and provide
information about summer programs and
resources, including information on job
opportunities. To reserve a table, contact
Carol Calloway at ccalloway316@gmail.
com.

Remembering Trolleys in Our Neighborhood
Early transportation in Wilkinsburg
is the topic for the next meeting of the
Wilkinsburg Historical Society.
In the mid-1800s, local citizens began
traveling using trolleys, provided by the
Duquesne Traction company. Later, buses
and automobiles continued to replace
horses as the preferred way to travel.
Using vintage images and information,
members of the society will present this
program on Monday evening, May 19, at
7:30 p.m. in the Wesley Room of the South
Avenue United Methodist Church. Please
use the Ross Avenue entrance, left door.

Members, guests and interested friends are
welcome to attend. Refreshments will be
served and the meeting is free to attend.
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For those of you who are used to
getting your copy of The Sun in your
Pennysaver, we are no longer able to
deliver that way as the Pennysaver no
longer circulates in Wilkinsburg.
But never fear: All you have to
do to ensure you never miss another
issue is go to http://eepurl.com/v0iBP
and sign up to receive a link to each
and every issue via email just as soon
as they hit the street.

P.O. Box 86064
Wilkinsburg, PA 15221
412.916.1790
Lynne Gordon, Editor
THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Jason Cohn, President
Minister Linda Kirkland-Law, Vice President
John Irwin, Treasurer
Vanessa McCarthy-Johnson, Secretary
Richard Bradford

Above: Wilkinsburg trolley from 1898. Below: A 1944
trolley on the way from East Liberty through Wilkinsburg.

The Wilkinsburg Sun is a free
monthly community newsletter published
by the volunteer Wilkinsburg Community
Newsletter Board, with the support of the
Wilkinsburg Borough, the Wilkinsburg
School District, the Wilkinsburg Chamber of
Commerce and the Wilkinsburg Community
Development Corporation. The Sun is
printed by Knepper Press.
Please submit all articles and calendar
events to: editor@wilkinsburgsun.com,
or by mail, P.O. Box 86064, Wilkinsburg,
PA 15221. Please submit articles 5 weeks
before publication and
calendar events 3 weeks before
publication. To advertise,
e-mail adsales@wilkinsburgsun.com,
or call 412.916.1790. The Sun accepts
submitted articles provided they are related
to Wilkinsburg and are civic-minded. The
Sun reserves the right to withhold articles
from print. Please note that The Sun does
not publish political or opinion pieces.

Sign up to receive The Sun by email at http://
eepurl.com/v0iBP and friend us on Facebook.
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Wilkinsburg Borough
www.wilkinsburgpa.gov

Four Summer Interns to Help Battle Blight Issues
Wilkinsburg has hired four summer
interns who will not be confined to
prescribed limits, but will be working on
efforts to address Wilkinsburg’s blight
issues. (see the November 2013 issue of
The Sun for more information about the
Borough’s blight fight)
Working in two teams, the interns will
be out in the community, field verifying
and collecting data on vacant properties.
Once back in the office, they will be
analyzing that data and recommending
strategies for each property. This group
is certainly up to the task—they are an
amazingly educated and accomplished
group:
Charquinta (“Char”) McCray is
student at Duquesne’s Graduate Center for
Social & Public Policy. She has a great deal
of community organizing, social justice,

and state and federal legislative experience,
having interned for Senator Robert
Casey, the NAACP, and the Virginia
Commonwealth Attorney’s Office. She
is a contributing writer for Pennsylvania
Politics. Last summer she worked for
StartUptown, a business incubator in
Pittsburgh, and has also worked as a health
care advocate for Planned Parenthood.
Danny King is a Master’s of Public
Policy student at CMU, and is currently
interning with the Local Government
Academy. He’s been a Corps Member
for City Year and an 8th grade teacher
for Teach for America. Danny has been
researching blight prevention tactics for the
LGA, and has created webinars to educate
policy makers about laws and strategies to
combat blight. He is proficient in Spanish,
having studied in Salamanca, Spain.

It’s Spring Time!
Come and Get Your Compost and Mulch!
Make your gardens, lawn,
shrubs, trees, potted plants
happy, strong and even more
beautiful…
Up to 2 cubic yards free to
each Wilkinsburg household!

Jamie Reese is a GSPIA student at
Pitt, where she is working on her MPA in
Public and Nonprofit Management. She
was a migrant rights intern in Nicaragua,
a project coordinator for Americorps
VISTA, and a communications relations
specialist for a CDC in the Philadelphia
area. She is fluent in Spanish and tutored
bilingual children for the YWCA in
Chester County.
Mingyue (“Vivian”) Fan is an
international student from Chusan,
China, a municipality similar in size to
Wilkinsburg. She is also a GSPIA student,
working toward an MPA in Policy Research
and Analysis. She is a co-founder of a
company in Shanghai that places students
in overseas college programs, and attracted
investments of about $80,000. Vivian also
served as a policy analysis assistant in the
Foreign Affairs Office of her hometown.
She speaks Mandarin and several Chinese
dialects as well as English.
Char, Danny, Jamie, and Vivian
begin work May 12 and will be wearing
a Borough-issued photo ID. Residents
should feel free to introduce themselves
and provide them with any data to help the
Borough address the pressing, and costly,
issue of vacant properties in Wilkinsburg.

The Great Wilkinsburg
Spring Yard-Waste Pick-Up!
Saturday, May 17

Hunter Park (enter at Coal and James Streets)
Saturday, May 21, 9 a.m. to noon
Tell your friends! Tell your neighbors! Share a car or truck!
Bring your family! Bring some big bags (or line your trunk with a tarp)!
We’ve got some shovels, but bring ’em if you’ve got ’em!
UPCOMING MEETINGS
5/7 (Wed.)

6:30 p.m.

Council Work Session

5/14 (Wed.)

7 p.m.

Borough Council Meeting

5/15 (Thurs.)

5:30 p.m.

Parks & Recreation Advisory Board

5/21 (Wed.)

6:30 p.m.

Council Work Session

5/28 (Wed.)

6 p.m.

Shade Tree Committee

6/5 (Thurs.)

6 p.m.

Planning Commission

All meetings will take place in the Wilkinsburg Borough Building, 605 Ross Avenue.

The Borough will collect the
following, if placed in large brown
paper bags or cardboard boxes and
left near the curb in front of
your house before 9 a.m:
• Leaves
• Garden Waste
• Shrubbery (chipped or cut)
• Tree Trimmings (less than 1” diameter
only, please)
Your yard waste will be
converted into compost
that will be available
for all residents!
(Wilkinsburg residents
only; no plastic bags or
loose material, please.)
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WCDC Wraps Up First Façade Renovation Program Grant
“We couldn’t have done this without the WCDC,” Brandon
Boan, owner of TipType, the new letterpress print shop and artist
space on South Avenue, said about his business’s new façade.
Through the Façade Renovation Program, Boan was able to
receive a matching grant, covering half of the costs associated
with purchasing and installing a new awning to replace his
building’s dilapidated one. TipType’s new, bright red awning, in
addition to updated signage and prints by local artists strewn
up inside, have helped to garner interest in the new business,
encouraging people to stop in to see what TipType is all about.
Yvonne James, owner of James Floral on Wood Street,
also received a matching grant. She explained that her façade
renovation not only improved aesthetics, but increased visibility.
“People notice it, it’s more visual, and my clients love it.
The yellow awning has become something of a landmark.”
Chen-Tu and Yahchin Wan Ou, owners of Pittsburgh Asian
Market on Penn Avenue, have also seen increased business due
to greater visibility after completing a façade renovation on their
two storefronts. “The new façade has made the market easier to
find,” Ou explained.
Through a grant from the Pennsylvania Department of
Community and Economic Development, the WCDC has been
able to provide matching funds to business owners who develop
a façade renovation plan, follow a set of design guidelines, and
are approved through an application process prior to beginning
renovations.
Al’s Fish & Chicken and Technique AP, both on Penn
Avenue, also received matching grants for their façade
renovations. Though the WCDC is wrapping up its initial grant
from the state, the Façade Renovation Program will continue.
The WCDC is currently in the process of reapplying for
additional funding that, if awarded, could support 10 additional
façade renovations with matching grants of up to $5,000 each.
“The WCDC’s program offers business owners the opportunity to improve their
buildings for less. Now is the time for business owners to invest in their properties. It’s
the best form of advertising,” James said.
Business owners should contact the WCDC at 412.727.7855 or visit wilkinsburgcdc.
org to learn more about to see how they can participate.
Penn Avenue Plantings Continue
In 2012, the WCDC partnered with
the Nine Mile Run Watershed Association
(NMRWA), TreeVitalize, and the Borough of
Wilkinsburg to plant 76 trees in the business
district.
As NMRWA continues pruning
and caring for the growing street trees,
the WCDC will begin more streetscape
improvements this spring by planting native,
drought-tolerant perennials in the tree pits.
This work will encourage a more
aesthetically pleasing business district and
provide a healthier environment for the

continued on page 7
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To support the WCDC, send a taxdeductible contribution to 1001 Wood
St., Wilkinsburg, PA 15221
OR donate online at
wilkinsburgcdc.org
Thank you!
412.727.7855 • 412.871.3149 (fax)
info@wilkinsburgcdc.org

WCDC CALENDAR
5/6 (Tues.)

All Day

Day of Giving—pittsburghgives.org

5/8 (Thurs.)

6:30–8 p.m.

Housing Fair, Landmarks Preservation Res. Ctr.

5/14-15 (W-Th.)

all day

PCRG’s 4th Annual Comm. Dev. Summit—pcrg.org

6/5 (Thurs.)

9 a.m.

Business District Safety Mtg, WCDC office

School District

www.wilkinsburgschools.com
ALL PROCEEDS FROM THE CONCERT GO TO THE MUSIC PROGRAMS IN THE WILKINSBURG SCHOOL DISTRICT

SCHOOL EVENTS & MEETINGS
5/16 (Fri.)

7 p.m. PSO at WHS

5/17 (Sat.)

7 p.m. Middle/High Spring Concert

5/19 (Mon.) 7 p.m. Board Planning Session
5/20 (Tues.)
5/22
(Thurs.)
5/26 (Mon.)

No School
7 p.m. Elementary Spring concert
No School

5/27 (Tues.) 7 p.m. Board Legislative Meeting
5/28 (Wed.)
5/30 (Fri.)

School Picnic—No School
7 p.m. Public Hearing Prelim. Budget

6/12 (Fri.)

No School

6/13 (Fri.)

Last Day—Graduation

6/17 (Tues.) 7 p.m. Board Planning Session
6/24 (Tues.) 7 p.m. Board Legislative Meeting
Meetings in Wilkinsburg Admin. Building

WILKINSBURG
COMMUNIT Y
CONCER T
FRIDAY, MAY 16, 2014. 7PM • WILKINSBURG HIGH SCHOOL AUDITORIUM

$10 FOR ADULTS
$5 FOR STUDENTS

Literacy Day
On May 21 from 4-5 p.m. at Kelly and
Turner Elementary will have a Literacy
Day program. Parents and students will
get the opportunity to visit the next grade
level up during this time. They will also get
a chance to meet the teachers and gather
summer practice activities. Refreshments
and a raffle will follow.
—Walter Wilson, parent/community liaison

Tickets inquiries: 412-371-9504 x 2717
Tickets also available at the door.

(Licensed by the PA Department of Banking)

Jim Butler, President

WE’VE MOVED!!!

NMLS ID # 139251

1789 S. Braddock Avenue

NMLS ID: 127881

Pittsburgh, PA 15218

412-672-5060

www.metrofamilypractice.org

PROFESSIONAL MORTGAGE CONNECTION, LLC

Preferred Lender:

412-247-2310

NMLS ID# 688561
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Wilkinsburg Public Library April Events
Reservations can be made for these programs by calling 412.244.2940.
Adult Programs
Growing Your Garden, May 13, 20, 27, 11 a.m.—These classes are for the beginner
and the experienced gardener alike. To make your yard or porch a successful vegetable
or flower garden this year, veteran Wilkinsburg gardener Ken Pruszynski will share his
expertise with his home garden and his work with the Borland Garden Cooperative.
Snap Registration, May 19, 1–6 p.m.—Megan Davis from the Pittsburgh Food Bank
will be available to help anyone register for the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program.
General Fiction Book Group, May 28, 1 p.m.—This month’s title is at the front desk.
Urban Fiction Book Group, May 26, 6 p.m.—This month’s title is at the front desk.
Children’s Programs
Lego Club, May 6, 3-5:30 p.m.—Build whatever you can imagine. Ages 5 and up.
Girls Night at the Library, May 6 6–7 p.m.—Ladies only! Girls, bring your mom,
grandmother or aunt and indulge your “girly side.” All ages.
Wii Time, Thursdays, 3–4:30 p.m.—Open Wii play for kids of all ages—Mario Kart,
Guitar Hero, Sport and more.
Story Time, Tuesdays, 11:30 a.m.—Children ages 6 months to 5 years and a caregiver
are
invited for stories, songs and games. 1 1/23/13 11:10 AM Page 1
WCDC.VPRPhouse2homeBusTimes_Layout

Have you heard about the

Allegheny County Vacant Property Recovery Program?

It’s where vacant houses become loving homes
and it’s working in Wilkinsburg.
For more information visit www.wilkinsburgcdc.org/vprp
Fill out an application today—you could be living happily ever after—tomorrow

Mother’s Day is May 11
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B. E. Literary Activities
On Thursday, May 8, a Spoken Word
Open Mic event begins at 7 p.m.
Savonna Johnson offers a free writers’
workshop called The Write Spot on
Thursday, May 15, 7-9 p.m. This workshop
Thursday, May 29, is book club night
with a look at John Francis’ Planetwalker.
All B. E. Literary Events are at
Biddle’s Escape coffee shop at 401 Biddle
Ave in Wilkinsburg. Visit facebook.com/
beLiterary for more information on events.
PSO CONCERT from page 1
available at the door on the night of
the concert.
The Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra’s
close relationship with the Wilkinsburg
community has a long history and is
continuing to grow. Along with the May
16 concert, symphony musicians visit
Wilkinsburg schools, and Wilkinsburg
community representatives participate
regularly with the symphony’s Community
Engagement Committee. Through its
Community Engagement programs, the
Pittsburgh Symphony builds connections
not only with Wilkinsburg, but with
numerous other Pittsburgh communities.
The mission of the symphony’s
Community Engagement programs is to
embrace and build the connection between
community residents and the symphony.

Art in the Park begins on
Thursday, June 19, at 6 p.m.
in the Penn Ave. Parklet,
Wilkinsburg

Chamber of Commerce
www.wilkinsburgchamber.com

Workshop Offers Help for
Businesses
Business owners and entrepreneurs
can learn more about financing options
at the Business Financing Workshop
with the Wilkinsburg Community
Development Corporation (WCDC)
and a panel of lending professionals on
Tuesday, May 20 from 6-8 p.m. at the
Village of PennWood at 906 West Street
in Wilkinsburg.
This free workshop will cover
conventional and special loan products;
public and non-profit lending resources;
business planning assistance; and
personal credit requirements.
Food will be provided. Make your
reservation today! Call 412-727-7855 or
email info@wilkinsburgcdc.org.

Wilkinsburg Farmers’ Market Is Coming!
The Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce
is proud to announce that the Wilkinsburg
Farmers’ Market will be starting its 38th year.
The market runs from the third week of
June until the week before Thanksgiving. The
market will be held on Thursdays from 3-6 pm
at the Ross Avenue parking lot. There is free
parking in the lots adjoining the market.
There are currently 5 vendors. Two of them,
Paul’s Orchard and McElhinny Farm, have been
with the market since it started 38 years ago.
Paul’s Orchard sells a variety of fresh fruits,
primarily apples, plums, peaches, and pears—
and the stand is famous for offering you a taste
before you buy! McElhinny Farm, from Evans
City, is well known for their fresh picked sweet
corn and tomatoes.
McKinney Farm sells a full range of fruits,
vegetables, and flowers. Rise and Shine Bakery
offers an assorted selection of fresh baked goods
and breads. The South Avenue Methodist
Church sells hot dogs, grilled corn on the cob, and soft drinks.
The Wilkinsburg Farmers’ Market is currently looking for more vendors. If you are
interested please contact John McElhinny for more information at 724.538.8621. Please
come out on June 19 for the first market of the season! Eat healthy and buy local!

General Chamber Meeting
Chamber members will meet on May 15 at 8 a.m. in the Council Chambers (2nd
floor of the Borough Building, 605 Ross Avenue 15221).
Photos by Martha Rial

TREE PLANTINGS from page 4
trees. The new plantings will help reduce soil
impaction, dissuade dogs and other animals
from going near the trees, and prevent
cyclists from locking their bikes to trees,
among other benefits.
Business and property owners can help
the WCDC care for the trees and plantings
by picking up litter, removing weeds, and
avoiding rock salt during the winter months.
Have questions or concerns? Please call
412.727.7855.

Greater Wilkinsburgh
Chamber of Commerce

P.O. Box 86064,

Wilkinsburg, Pa 15221 • 412.242.0234
info@wilkinsburgchamber.com
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A Note on the Future of the Former Penn-Lincoln Hotel Building
Reprinted with permission from the May 1 newsletter of the Pittsburgh History & Landmarks Foundation
In a few weeks the former Penn
the University of Pennsylvania Architectural
Lincoln Hotel Building on Penn Avenue in
Archives); cast ornaments of cupids, ram’s
Wilkinsburg will be demolished. PHLF was
heads, and rampant lions remain on the
among a group that made concerted efforts on
facade.
various occasions to try and save and restore
For some years, the former hotel served
the building, but costs, coupled with a lack
as an apartment building, but it could not be
of market and the building’s deteriorating
well maintained. A partnership consisting
condition, resulted in this decision.
of Deliverance, Inc., a faith-based group led
The downward spiral started many years
by Reverend Michael Golphin, eventually
ago when the hotel closed. In its heyday, the
acquired the building and PHLF loaned
1928, a year after the Penn-Lincoln was built.
hotel served guests who disembarked from
$135,000 to Deliverance to begin development
the Pennsylvania Railroad when it stopped
of the property, but costs were too great.
at the former Wilkinsburg Railroad Station on runs between New
Allegheny County then contracted with our organization to
York and Chicago. State Route 30—the Lincoln Highway—followed
analyze restoration costs and possible uses for the building. But
Penn Avenue connecting Pittsburgh and New York by motorcar. The because the building had deteriorated, bricks were beginning
Penn-Lincoln Hotel sat at the junction of these two important early
to fall, environmental remediation proved to be expensive, and
transportation routes.
the reconstruction costs were very high. What is more, we could
Architectural Historian Jamie Van Trump called Benno Janssen not find a market for the redevelopment of the building in the
(1874-1964), the architect of the Penn-Lincoln, “the most talented of
Wilkinsburg area even though we considered various forms of
Pittsburgh eclectic architects of the earlier twentieth century.” The
housing, retail, offices, mixed use, and single use.
Kaufmann’s Department Store addition at Fifth and Smithfield, the
Ultimately, everyone concerned agreed that the building had
William Penn Hotel, the E. J. Kaufmann house in Fox Chapel, and
dangerously deteriorated and public officials in Wilkinsburg,
the Mellon Institute are among his many distinguished buildings.
the community, members of the Community Development
Janssen designed five hotel buildings between 1909 and 1929.
Corporation, our organization, and the County agreed there was
The Penn-Lincoln (1926-27) was a six-story brick building that
no restoration solution.
advertised itself as “Pittsburgh’s Most Modern Suburban Hotel.”
However, all parties will work together to rebuild this strategic
The simple facade was enlivened with 12 outside iron lamps
corner with a new building in scale and design that will enhance
designed by acclaimed metalsmith Samuel Yellin of Philadelphia (the the historic Penn Avenue Main Street. We are trying to secure an
lamps are gone but blueprints are on file in the Yellin Collection at
anchor tenant now. Adjacent parking will be available.
As part of the mitigation for the removal of the building,
many of the sculptural artifacts embedded in the structure will
be saved and relocated to public parks and community gardens in
Wilkinsburg. In addition we are preparing a nomination of the
Penn Avenue-Wood Street business area for addition as a historic
district to the National Register of Historic Places.
The Wilkinsburg CDC, under Tracy Evans’ leadership, has been
achieving good results with the Main Street businesses and historic
buildings, and our organizations, together with Allegheny County, are
seeking funds to begin a clean up and undertake exterior restoration
of the former Wilkinsburg Railroad Station. We hope we will have
positive news to report later this year.

Help Keep Wilkinsburg Green & Clean

On Saturday, April 26, about 25 adults and children, from the Whitney Park
Neighborhood Association and local Block Watch members, assembled to clean
up Whitney Park. They raked leaves in the playground area, cut invasive bushes
around the basketball court, and weeded and mulched around trees and bushes.
They express pecial thanks to Roy Clark and DPW for a quick pick up of the
debris and to Borough Manager Marla Marcinko for arranging mulch for
distribution.
The work team welcomes residents to stop by the park to see the good work and to
enjoy the park.”

As outlined in the Borough of Wilkinsburg’s standards
and regulations for garbage collection, all apartment
buildings and commercial, institutional, and industrial
establishments must contract garbage collection with a
private, properly licensed waste hauler. Single and multifamily residences should use the collection service provided
by the Borough. All garbage must be collected weekly
to control health hazards, odors, flies, and unsightly
conditions. As you continue your spring cleaning, please
ensure that your establishment is disposing of garbage safely
and properly! Issues and violations can be reported to Code
Enforcement at 412.244.2923.

