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Speaker Tells Us About Our Main Street

New Tigers’ Coach Named

Penn Avenue’s Surprising History

Walter “Eugene”
Wilson was recently
hired as the head coach
for varsity basketball for
the Wilkinsburg Tigers.
Readers may recognize
Wilson from his
primary position within
the school district as
the Parent-Community
Liaison.
Wilson is a
former Tiger himself.
He graduated from
Wilkinsburg in 1996-97.
He played basketball under Art
Griffiths and Odell Miller. He received a
full basketball scholarship to The University
of Pittsburgh at Johnstown, a nationally
ranked Division 2 program that currently
participates in the PSAC (Pennsylvania State
Athletic Conference). There he was tutored
and coached by Bob Rukavina.
Wilson received a degree in English and
writing and also continued his basketball
career on a higher level. Afterward he began
continued on page 5

Before Wilkinsburg’s main street
was known as Penn Avenue, before it was
known as the Lincoln Highway, before
Wilkinsburg even existed, this road was
part of an important pathway in American
history known as Forbes Trail.
In 1758, British General John Forbes
and Virginia Colonel
George Washington
were tasked with
blazing a trail
through the forest of
Pennsylvania to get
to the French Fort
Duquesne at what is
now known as The
Point and capture it.
It took over five months for their troops to
build this road through wilderness from
Carlisle, Pa., to what is now Pittsburgh.
In a watershed event of the French
and Indian War, they successfully captured
Fort Duquesne and Gen. Forbes named
the spot in honor of British statesman
William Pitt.
The part of Forbes Trail that we
know as Penn Avenue is about eight miles
The Sun offers heartfelt thanks
to storefronts and organizations
that help distribute The Sun.
We appreciate you! If you have
a place of business and would
like a bulk delivery of The Sun
brought to you, please write to us
at editor@wilkinsburgsun.com.

long and is the well-traveled spine of our
Borough of Wilkinsburg.
Louise Sturgess spoke about these
dramatic beginnings of Penn Avenue in
her talk at the Landmarks Preservation
Resource Center in Wilkinsburg last
month. Her lecture, entitled “Incredible
Penn Avenue—254
Years after General
John Forbes’ Victory”
included over 300
images of Penn
Avenue taken in
2012.
Sturgess is the
executive director of
Pittsburgh Historic
Landmark Foundation and a fifthgeneration Pittsburgher.
Another fascinating fact about
Wilkinsburg’s Penn Avenue that Sturgess
mentioned in her talk relates to the 1914
stone marker on the railroad bridge near
the old Popeye’s. That is the date that the
railroad track was raised so that Penn
Avenue traffic no longer had to stop for
trains that passed through. The fiveyear project to raise the tracks ended the
accidents that had happened in that spot
for many decades.
Next time you drive down Penn
Avenue, you can think about all that the
road has been and seen and all that it
could yet become.
For a schedule of free seminars offered
at the Landmarks Preservation Resource
Center in October, see the article on the
next page.

Fifth Third Bank Opens Its
Doors to the Community
Fifth Third Bank marked the official
opening of the new Wilkinsburg branch
with a week of celebrations, kicked off by
a ribbon cutting ceremony on July 24. The
event featured Mayor John Thompson,
who spoke of the great prospect Fifth
Third Bank brings to the community.
Also during the event, Fifth Third Bank
continued its relationship with Hosanna
House with a donation to Executive
Director Leon Haynes.
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Pirate Nostalgia Night, Hosted by Historical Society
What a great year this is for baseball
fans in Pittsburgh! Come join the
Wilkinsburg Historical Society for Pirate
nostalgia on Monday evening, September
16. The meeting is at South Avenue United
Methodist Church, 7:30 p.m. (use the left
rear, Ross Avenue entrance). Jim Haller,

a Heinz History Center docent and avid
baseball fan will present his memories of
growing up with baseball in Pittsburgh.
The public is welcome; this event is
free. This promises to be a fascinating trip
down memory lane that no one will want
to miss.

Subscribe to The Sun by Email
For those of you who are used to getting your copy of The Sun in your
Pennysaver, we are no longer able to deliver that way as the Pennysaver no longer
circulates in Wilkinsburg. But never fear: All you have to do to ensure you never miss
another issue is go to http://eepurl.com/v0iBP and sign up to receive a link to each
and every issue via email just as soon as they hit the street.

Free Workshops on Home Energy and Restoration
The Landmark Preservation Resource
Center (LPRC) in Wilkinsburg regularly
offers free workshops on topics ranging
from history to home repair and gardening.
Here is what is offered in the next month:
• September 14: Energy Efficiency—
What You Can Do to Slow Global Warming
Boosting energy efficiency has vast
potential to save both energy and money,
and can happen quickly.
The presenter is Indigo Raffel,
education and outreach coordinator
for Conservation Consultant Inc. Her
“Building as a Teaching Tool” program
hosts thousands of participants each year
and demonstrates what it takes to build,
live and work in a green building.
• September 21: Exterior House
Restoration and Maintenance This workshop
will discuss what areas to keep an eye on
to ensure home integrity outside and show
how to identify and prioritize problems.
Some general interior updates and repairs
will be addressed, too, with an emphasis
on cost saving options for major issues.
Topics include installation of
electronic devices and doors, inspection
of air vents, painting exterior walls and
siding, windows, gutter and outdoor fence
maintenance, and basement issues.
Presenter Karen L. Hanchett has
maintains a 100-year-old house and has a
graduate degree in education.
• September 28: Grid-Tied Solar 101: Sell
Energy back to the Utility Company 10-11:30
Ian Smith from Standard Energy Solutions
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will be discussing the basics of residential
grid-tied systems, including identifying
homes appropriate for solar, costs,
incentives, technical questions.
Smith has been a solar consultant with
Standard Energy Solutions for almost four
years and has designed over a hundred
grid-tied installations. He is passionate
about expanding the use of solar energy in
western Pennsylvania.
RSVPs for workshops with Mary Lu
Denny at marylu@phlf.org or 412.471.5808
ext. 527. The LPRC is a program of
Pittsburgh History & Landmarks
Foundation and is located at 744 Rebecca
Avenue in Wilkinsburg.

Hosanna Hosts Annual Feast
Hosanna House, Inc. (HHI), will hold
its fifth annual Babette’s Feast for New
Foundations participants on November 8.
For the past four years, HHI has invited
New Foundation program participants
and partners of another local shelter for
homeless women and children to a feast.
Babette’s Feast is an opportunity to lavish
guests with a great dinner, entertainment
and gifts. HHI provides first class service
equivalent to a fine restaurant. HHI staff
and volunteers act as hosts and servers for
the evening.
HHI is a nonprofit, charitable
organization that provides health and
human services to approximately 40,000
people annually.

P.O. Box 86064
Wilkinsburg, PA 15221
412.916.1790
Lynne Gordon, Editor
The Board of Directors

Jason Cohn, President
Minister Linda Kirkland-Law, Vice President
John Irwin, Treasurer
Vanessa McCarthy-Johnson, Secretary
Richard Bradford
The Wilkinsburg Sun is a free
monthly community newsletter published
by the volunteer Wilkinsburg Community
Newsletter Board, with the support of the
Wilkinsburg Borough, the Wilkinsburg
School District, the Wilkinsburg Chamber of
Commerce and the Wilkinsburg Community
Development Corporation. The Sun is
printed by Knepper Press.
Please submit all articles and calendar
events to: editor@wilkinsburgsun.com,
or by mail, P.O. Box 86064, Wilkinsburg,
PA 15221. Please submit articles 6 weeks
before publication and
calendar events 4 weeks before
publication. To advertise,
e-mail adsales@wilkinsburgsun.com,
or call 412.916.1790. The Sun accepts
submitted articles provided they are related
to Wilkinsburg and are civic-minded. The
Sun reserves the right to withhold articles
from print. Please note that The Sun does
not publish political or opinion pieces.

Sign up to receive The Sun by email at http://
eepurl.com/v0iBP and friend us on Facebook.

Wilkinsburg Borough
www.wilkinsburgpa.gov

Dog Park Discussion Spurs Assessment and Survey
Earlier this year residents around
Whitney Park became concerned with the
ongoing use of the old ball field there by
dog owners and dog walkers.
For several years residents have been
utilizing the park to run their dogs off
leash, and it had become known as an
unofficial dog park. Some even believed it
to be a legal dog park, which it was not.
Due to a rise in the number of people
using it, including dog walkers who would
arrive with large numbers of dogs at the
same time, noise and other issues arose.
Council held a public meeting to discuss
it and asked the Parks and Recreation
Committee to look into the issue and
come up with a plan to try to find a
compromise.
Many residents value the park as a
great place for dog play, but many others
who live near it find it to be a nuisance.
As a result of these concerns, the
Parks and Recreation Board is asking a
consultant to look at Whitney and some
other Wilkinsburg parks to assess what
improvements and funding are needed
to make the parks safe and up to code,
including the possible development of a
off-leash dog area.
According to a memo from the Board
to the Borough Council, the Board is also

asking that the Borough issue a request
for proposals for master site planning
for Whitney Park, to be consistent with
requirements of PA DCNR (Department
of Community and Natural Resources).
This would be in preparation for an
application to the DCNR for major park
improvements at Whitney to be submitted
in April 2014 or upon notification of grant
availability.
Community meetings will be held and
a survey distributed to gauge support and
garner input on the subject of an off-leash
dog park.

Safe Electronic Disposal
Available October 12
Borough of Wilkinsburg Computer
& Electronics Collection Day: Saturday,
October 12 from 10 a.m.—2 p.m. in the
parking lot behind the South Avenue
United Methodist Church.
Bring in your unwanted computers,
monitors, printers, fax machines, cell
phones, digital cameras, chargers,
adapters, microwaves, stereo systems,
VCRs. Any hard-to-recycle electronic
waste is welcome except for TVs.)
This year, they will also be accepting
donations of household items! This
event is sponsored by Goodwill.

NOTICE: Adult Police Academy Class, September 18 Wednesday, will be held
6 p.m. at Borough Building, 3rd floor auditorium. Call 412.244.2915 for more
information.
Upcoming meetings
9/11 (Wed.)

7 p.m.

Council Legislative Meeting

9/18 (Wed.)

6:30 p.m.

Council Planning Session

9/19 (Thurs.)

5:30 p.m.

Parks & Recreation Meeting

9/19 (Thurs.)

6:30 p.m.

Wilkinsburg Community Art & Civic Design Commission

10/2 (Wed.)

6:30 p.m.

Council Planning Session

10/3 (Wed.)

6 p.m.

Planning Commission

All meetings will take place in the Wilkinsburg Borough Building, 605 Ross Avenue.

Volunteers Needed
Wilkinsburg Shade Tree
Committee and Wilkinsburg
Planning Commission is looking
for volunteer residents who are
concerned about community
affairs!
Both boards meet once a
month.
For further information call:
412-244-2900 (select borough
manager department secretary)
or visit the Wilkinsburg website:
www.wilkinsburgpa.gov
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Thanks, Wilkinsburg Affordable Housing Coalition!
The Wilkinsburg Affordable Housing
Coalition continues to assist homeowners
in Wilkinsburg. The coalition, comprised
of Habitat for Humanity of Greater
Pittsburgh (HFHGP), Rebuilding Together
Pittsburgh (RTP), Wilkinsburg Christian
Housing (WCH), and Pittsburgh Housing
Development Association (PHDA), provide
home repairs for seniors and low-income,
disabled, or veteran homeowners. The
WCDC would like to thank these
organizations for all the work that they do
in Wilkinsburg!
While each organization has worked
aggressively in Wilkinsburg, the WAHC
strives to better serve homeowners
through collaboration. For one property,
Rebuilding Together Pittsburgh provided
a variety of repair services, Habitat for
Humanity took care of replacing the roof.
In another case, Rebuilding Together
Pittsburgh provided resources for a house
that Wilkinsburg Christian Housing is
working to rehabilitate.

During 2012-13, Habitat for
Humanity worked on four homes with
a total investment value of $12,250.
Approximately 50 volunteers helped
with these projects. Rebuilding Together
Pittsburgh will work on a total of 20
homes in 2013 for a value of $130,000 in
materials and labor as well as $11,000 in
volunteer labor. They counted a total of
445 volunteers on projects in Wilkinsburg.
Wilkinsburg Christian Housing is working
on rehabilitating their third house and
hopes to expand to more houses in the
future. Pittsburgh Housing Development
Association holds regular workshops for
first-time homebuyers.
The Housing Coalition will be holding
a second Housing Informational Fair
Tuesday, October 1. You can join them
at the Landmarks Preservation Resource
Center at 744 Rebecca Ave. from 6 to
7:30 p.m. Member organizations will
be available to answer questions about
services they provide.

WCDC Hosts First Annual
House and Garden Tour
All are invited to the inaugural
Wilkinsburg House and Garden Tour!
The WCDC is looking forward to hosting
its first tour to showcase the unique
homes that make up our neighborhood.
This year’s tour will highlight the Regent
Square area of Wilkinsburg. The tour
will be held on Saturday, September 28
from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Visit http://www.
wilkinsburgcdc.org to buy tickets and get
more information. Enter Coupon Code
“15221” at check-out to receive $2 off the
advance ticket price.

Wilkinsburg School District Opinion Survey results available on WCDC Website
Results of a recent survey completed
by 509 Wilkinsburg residents, workers and
business owners have been compiled. The
responses cited preparation of students
for the future, safety and security, and
the overall academic program as their
top concerns. A significant number of
respondents prefer a merger with another
school district; however respondents
commented on the importance of having a
school system within the community that
children can access without a bus. Many
To support the WCDC, send a taxdeductible contribution to 1001 Wood
St., Wilkinsburg, PA 15221
OR donate online at
wilkinsburgcdc.org
412.727.7855 • 412.871.3149 (fax)
info@wilkinsburgcdc.org

respondents praised Wilkinsburg School
District’s (WSD’s) teachers. The completed
survey is available at www.wilkinsburgcdc.

org/resources/plans-and-reports

The Community Leadership Team will
consider the following next steps:
1. Continue to work in partnership
with WSD to implement continuous
improvement and corrective action
strategies where appropriate.
2. Provide this analysis and feedback
to the WSD administration and School
Board to inform planning and budgeting,
and use this information in dialogue with
the Pennsylvania Department of Education
on long-term planning for WSD.
3. Develop strategic and action plans
to leverage and continuously improve those
elements of WSD that received praise from

WCDC CALENDAR
9/5 (Thurs.)

8:30 a.m.

Business District Safety Meeting—WCDC office

9/21 (Thurs.)

9 a.m.

WCDC Board Meeting

10/3 (Thurs.)

8:30 a.m.

Business District Safety Meeting—WCDC office
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survey respondents.
4. Investigate and conduct a
comprehensive cost-benefit analysis of
a merger or alliance between WSD and
neighboring school districts.
5. Investigate and support efforts to
improve actual academic outcomes and the
public’s perception of academic outcomes
for WSD.
6. Develop long-term, perhaps 10-year
financial projections for WSD to model
future viability and sustainability.

School District

www.wilkinsburgschools.org

These pictures are from the
Wilkinsburg Back 2 School
event on August 31. The school
district sends special thanks
to all the participants, parents,
businesses, organizations and
district staff and faculty for a
wonderful experience. The event
was a success. The district asks
all to stay positive and assertive
for the betterment of the school
district and the students that
populate it, and that all continue
to support the mission.

School Calendar
September 3
First Day of School
October 28
Act 80 Day (No Students)
October 31
End of First Grading Period
November 1
In-service (No Students)
November 4
Clerical Day (No Students)
November 5
Parent/Teacher Conferences
November 28–29 Thanksgiving Vacation
Dec. 23–January 3 Holiday and Winter Recess
January 20
Martin Luther King Day
(Schools Closed)
January 23
End of Second Grading Pd.
January 24
Clerical Day (No Students)

WILSON from page 1
giving back to youth and young men that he
came across, which led him into coaching.
Wilson states that he will bring energy,
enthusiasm and a sense of structure to the
Wilkinsburg program with academics being
the top priority. The goal is to establish a
standard and see these young men go on to

be great in their lives, whether it’s college,
trade school or even their own business. The
objective is to help them understand setting
goals for themselves and understanding what
it takes to get to where they want to be.
The Tiger Basketball Program will
only be successful with the support of the
community. GOOO TIGERS!

B A S K E T B A L L
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Celebration and Fund-Raising Dinner
before September 14. Tickets are
limited.
Tickets can be purchased
from WCM 702 Wood St. or call
Claudia (Kim) Viehland at 412
362.0220. You can also contact Executive
Director Ann Greider at anng@wcm15221.
org for more details.
The Wilkinsburg Community
Ministry is located at 702/704 Wood St. in
Wilkinsburg.

The Wilkinsburg
Community Ministry is
celebrating 45 years of serving
families on October 5.
The community is invited
to a dinner and evening of music, history,
fellowship and raffle. At 6 p.m. at the
Christian Church of Wilkinsburg (748
Wallace Ave.)
The cost at the door is $45 (one dollar
for each year of service) or $30 per person

Check Out the Library!
on a broad variety
of topics…The kidbased conversational
gambits, like I’m in
___ (3rd, 4th, 5th,
6th) grade and I want
to eat ___ (hot dog,
hamburger, pizza, fruit, ice cream), are well
chosen,”—Booklist.

Crisis Tales: Five Rules for Coping with
Crises in Business, Politics, and Life by Lanny
J. Davis. Well-known advisor to Bill
Clinton, Martha Stewart and many others
offers anecdotes and advice on how to deal
with scandal.
The Kids’ Guide to Sign Language by
Kathryn Clay. “The Kids’ Guides series
offers fully illustrated introductory books
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(Licensed by the PA Department of Banking)

Jim Butler, President
NMLS ID # 139251

PROFESSIONAL MORTGAGE CONNECTION, LLC
NMLS ID: 127881

412-672-5060
Preferred Lender:
NMLS ID# 688561

Chamber of Commerce
www.wilkinsburgchamber.com

Farmer’s Market
You can get fresh produce every Thursday from 3-6 p.m. in the South Avenue United
Methodist Church parking lot, 732-744 Ross Ave.
General Chamber Meeting
The Chamber of Commerce meets on Thursday, September 19, 8 a.m., at the
WCDC office, 1001 Wood St.
Member Spotlight: Nine Mile Run Watershed Association
Wilkinsburg is home to Nine Mile Run Watershed Association (NMRWA), an
offshoot of the Nine Mile Run Greenway Project. Established in 2001, the nonprofit has
developed programs that include watershed tours, educational workshops, a children’s
environmental photography class, and active advocacy for the protection of Nine Mile
Run. They have actively supported resident driven community gardens and street trees
plantings in the upper watershed, specifically throughout Wilkinsburg.
In 2012 and 2013, NMRWA helped plant 500 trees throughout the Borough. With
the generous support of Western PA Conservancy’s TreeVitalize program,PennVest
awarded a $500,000 grant to the Borough of Wilkinsburg partners: TreeVitalize,
NMRWA and the Wilkinsburg Community Development Corporation. NMRWA
implemented its street tree planting plan developed in 2010 and planted 109 street trees
in the business district in the fall of 2012. The 500th tree, completing the total amount
of tree plantings in the project, was planted at the Borough Building on April 22, 2013.
The Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce is proud to have NMRWA as an active
member contributing to the community.

Greater Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce
P.O. Box 86064, Wilkinsburg, Pa 15221 • 412.242.0234
info@wilkinsburgchamber.com

Your Ad
Could
Be in
The
Sun.
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Visit the
Wilkinsburg
Farmer’s
Market,
Thursdays
from 3–6 p.m.
through
Nov. 21

For Your Next Event

Sherwood Event Center is the perfect scenic backdrop
for an unforgettable outdoor escape. Here is what
Sherwood is:
• 14-acre green space
• Zero-entry pool
• 2,800-sq-ft pavilion
• Can accomodate up to 500 people
400 Sherwood Road
Forest Hills 15221

807 Wallace Ave
Wilkinsburg 15221

The Wallace Event Center offers
• Multiple seating arrangements
• 6,027 sq ft 2-story grand ballroom
• Set-up and clean-up
• HD LCD projector and screen
• 6-foot catering tables
• 60-inch round tables for 8-10 chairs
• Theater stage and dance floor
• Smaller party or breakout rooms
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Feel free to visit us on the web at: www.hosannahouse.org. To book your next event or for more information
please contact our event office at 412.342.1351 or email at events@hosannahouse.org
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