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Know your
voting rights

T

here are many myths about
who has lost the right to vote.
In some counties, even the
election and prison officials are
confused about the voting rights of
felons and may even be giving out
bad information. Too many felons
think that they can never vote again,
or that they must wait five years. This
was true in the past, but Pennsylvania
eliminated that restriction in 2000.
Here are the facts (Note: This information applies to Pennsylvania residents only.):
Under Pennsylvania law, felons who
have been released from prison, or
who will be freed by the time of the
election, are eligible to vote. This is
true even if they are on parole or probation. Only felons who are incarcerated are not allowed to vote. Voting
rights are automatically restored upon
release from prison.

Jean Gould, owner of Jean’s Soul Food is excited about her restaurant’s new location in a larger
space at 730 Penn Avenue.

Who is eligible to register
and vote?

Soul in the bank

• Incarcerated individuals convicted
of misdemeanors
• Individuals who are under house
arrest
• Individuals who are on probation or
released on parole
• Individuals being held while awaiting trial

or the past eight years, Jean’s Soul Food has been a Wood Street fixture,
especially easy to spot on Sundays as the line for brunch snaked out the door
and onto the sidewalk. Hopefully the long waits for an after-church table will
be a thing of the past in her new location, the former Standard Bank, 730 Penn
Avenue.
Cooking has been owner Jean Gould’s life, not just her livelihood, ever since she was
a girl growing up in Jacksonville, Florida. She watched her mother, also a professional
cook, very closely, helping out in the kitchen and, when her mother was at work,
sometimes experimenting with dishes of her own.
“Sometimes I would burn stuff up,” she says with a smile, “but I just had to keep at it
until it was just right.”
She credits this early experimentation with helping to develop an almost uncanny
ability to season on the fly, “a dash of this, a dash of that, I keep it all in my head.”

Who is not eligible to register and vote?
• Individuals who are incarcerated (in
a penal institution or halfway house)

continued on page 2
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on felony charges and who won’t be
released before the election
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• Individuals who have been convicted of violating the Pennsylvania
election laws within the past four
years
For more information on voting
in Pennsylvania, log on to the
Pennsylvania Department of State’s
voting page, www.dos.state.pa.us/
voting/ and browse the “Quick Links”
section.

Soul food from page 1

Upon moving here from Florida (“I
hated the storms!”), Gould began cooking
for her church, and positive feedback led
to her selling food out of a beauty salon,
and this led to a network of clients she
would deliver meals to in their homes, and
all of it inevitably led to the establishment
of Jean’s Soul Food in 2000.
Last year, with a growing customer base
and a staff of seven, she realized it was
time to expand, but wanted to remain in
Wilkinsburg. The Standard Bank space
was a good fit, although it involved more
than a year’s worth of work to transform
the bank into a restaurant.
Gould is excited about the move, which
gives her more space to focus on catering.
“I can do a lot more here,” she says. “I’d
like to get a training program started,
create a few jobs, have some people I can
send out to events.”
Gould’s cooking has been featured on
KDKA’s Pittsburgh 2Day and the KDKA
Morning Show, but she is probably most
famous around town for opening her doors
on Thanksgiving Day for a free meal for
whoever wants to stop by. Does she worry
that people with a turkey and all the
trimmings on their table at home might
stop by just to get a free meal?
“I don’t know who’s hungry and who’s
not,” she says. “If you do something like
that, well, you’ll have to answer to God.”
Jean’s Soul Food, 730 Penn Avenue,
is open every day but Monday. For
information about specials, stop by, or call
412-242-4084, or log on to jeanssoulfood.
com

Dress for
Success

D

ress for Success is an
international not-for-profit
organization that promotes the
economic independence of
disadvantaged women by providing
professional attire, a network of
support and the career development
tools to help women thrive in work
and in life.
Dress for Success Pittsburgh’s
location in Downtown Pittsburgh’s
Warner Centre Building is accepting
donations of women’s shoes, purses,
accessories and gently worn maternity
and plus size women’s clothing that
can be worn for job interviews or
employment. In your closet, it’s just
a suit you don’t wear anymore, but
for a less fortunate woman, it could
be her suit of armor. Contact Marie at
donate@dressforsuccesspittsburgh.
org or call 412-201-4204.

Minority
recruitment
sessions
The Prudential Insurance Company of
America and Landmarks Community
Capital Corporation (LCCC) will be cohosting a number of evening receptions
in upcoming weeks focusing on minority
recruitment in Wilkinsburg. To find
out more information and to RSVP for
these sessions, please contact Marilyn
Whitelock of LCCC at (412) 471-5808.
Food and beverages will be provided at the
reception.

CYBERSUN The Wilkinsburg
Sun is also available online at www.
wilkinsburgsun.com. The site offers
past copies of the Sun in PDF
format, a calendar of upcoming
events, a listing of stories in the
print edition and more. Suggestions
and story ideas to editor@
wilkinsburgsun.com.

wilkinsburg borough
Wilkinsburg Borough Council
Mayor John Thompson
412.244.2920
mayorjt@choiceonemail.com
1st ward
blackridge
turner school
hunter park area

Barbara Ervin
Chair, Public Property Committee
412.244.4939 ext. 314
Eugenia Moore
Council President
412.371.5337
Paige Trice
Representative to
the Council of Governments
2nd ward
beacon hill
princeton park
johnston school area

Jason Cohn
Council Vice President, and
Chair, Finance Committee
412.241.4536
jscene@gmail.com
Vanessa McCarthy-Johnson
Chair, Parks, Recreation and the Arts
412.867.5882
vanjohn719@msn.com
Barbara Nicholas
Chair, Personnel Committee
412.638.3390
barbnicholas@comcast.net

Important Numbers
Borough Manager 		
Borough Receptionist 		
Finance Dept.
		
Code Enforcement 		
Public Works Dept. 		
Police Dept. Emergency		
Police Non-Emergency		
Police Hotline (Complaint line)
Police Chief		
Fire Emergency		
Fire Chief		
Mayor’s Office		
Berkheimer Tax Administrator
Adult Library		
Children’s Library		
Eastridge Library		

It’s Budget Season
Are you interested in seeing where your tax dollars go? Come to one of the budget
work sessions where council works with Borough staff to finalize the 2009 budget.
There are two sessions in October and one (if needed) in November.
All budget work sessions are open to the public and will be at 7 p.m. in council
chambers on the second floor of the Wilkinsburg Borough Building at 605 Ross
Avenue.
October 22, 2008
October 29, 2008
November 5, 2008

Mid November:

3rd ward
high school
kelly school
regent square area

Carl Lewis
Chair, Public Safety
412.403.2910
cdlewiss@hotmail.com
Denise Edwards
412.241.4195
dwinebr696@aol.com
Tracey Evans
Chair, Economic Development
412.244.9588
ct.evans@verizon.net

Problems with trash pick-up?
Call 412-244-2923

412-244-2900 ext 101
412-244-2900 ext 101
412-244-2948
412-244-2923
412-244-2934
911
412-473-3056
412-244-4300
412-244-2915
911
412-244-2931
412-224-2920
866-227-4716
412-244-2940
412-244-2944
412-342-0056

November 12, 2008
December 17, 2008

Budget work session.
Budget work session.
Introduce the proposed 2009 budget at the Council 		
meeting, tentatively adopt it and approve it for advertising
and public inspection. Authorize the advertisement of the
2009 Tax Ordinance.
Publish a statement of when and where the 			
proposed budget can be viewed. The Tax Ordinance must
also be advertised and the time, place and date of the final
budget adoption and passage of the 2009 Tax Ordinance
must also be advertised.
Budget work session at 7 p.m. if needed.
Final adoption of the 2009 budget and the 2009 		
Tax Ordinance at the Council meeting.

octoBER meetings
1

Wilkinsburg Borough
Council planning session

7 p.m.

Wilkinsburg Borough Building
605 Ross Ave

2

WCDC Economic
Restructuring Committee

6 p.m.

Western Pennsylvania School
for the Deaf

15

Wilkinsburg Borough Council
legislative meeting

7 p.m.

Wilkinsburg Borough Building
605 Ross Ave

21

Wilkinsburg School District
planning meeting

7 p.m.

718 Wallace Avenue

28

Wilkinsburg School District
legislative session

7 p.m.

718 Wallace Avenue
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chamber
New Medical
Director at Metro
Family Practice

ABOUT US
Since 1893, the Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce has been our community’s principal
business promotion agency. The Chamber’s mission is to improve the economic, civic and
cultural well being of the community. It is a voluntary, independent organization that is not
tax supported. The primary source of revenue is from the annual membership dues of the
civic-minded citizens and business owners who believe that collectively we can accomplish
what cannot be done individually. The Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce believes that
positive change is important and invites you to join and become an active member.

BENEFITS OF MEMBERSHIP:

• Advertising Opportunities
• Business and Community Resources
• Borough Government Liason
• Employee Healthcare Benefits
• Member to Member Discounts
• Networking and Business Contacts
• Community Development
• Corporation Support
• And most of all the opportunity to play a role in the future of our community!

JOIN THE CHAMBER...
You CAN Make a Difference in Wilkinsburg.
MEMBERSHIP LEVELS
CODE ANNUAL DUES
Residential or Property Owner		
RPO $35
Non-Profit Organization			
NPO $75
General Business
(Annual Gross sales under $1 Million)
Corporation
(Annual Gross sales of $1-3 Million)
Corporation
(Annual Gross sales of $3-5 Million)
Corporation
(Annual Gross sales over $5 Million)

GB1 $100
GB2 $200
GB3 $400
GB4 $600

Name
Address
Phone
Contact Name
Membership Code
Amount Enclosed $

Please make check payable to:
Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce,
Mail to: 774 Penn Avenue
Wilkinsburg, PA 15221
For more information phone: 412.242.0234

Chamber meetings are held on the third Thursday each month in
The Wilkinsburg Borough Council Chambers at 12 Noon
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Dr. Martin Seltman has been
named medical director at Metro
Family Practice. In 1999, Dr.
Seltman and five other physicians—Ellzabeth Stifel, Katherine
Homrok, Davld Freeman, Janice
Anderson and Kate Neely—
formed the not-for-profit Metro
Famlly Pratice, lnc. in Wilkinsburg. The health center was an
offshoot of a practice which was
first established in Wilkinsburg
In 1978 by the Forbes HeaIth
System. The practice became
a nonprofit community health
center when Forbes Metropolitan Hospital was closed and
the health care presence was
focused at Forbes Regional in
Monroeville. The doctors and
office staff believed this would
leave the Wilkinsburg community
without sufficient health-care
providers.
They stayed and developed a
mission to serve Wilkinsburg and
the nearby communities by offering health care to aII people, at
every stage of life, without regard
to their ability to pay; to care for
the whole person In a safe and
warm setting and encourage
patients to share In their care
by talking openly with doctors
and staff about their needs and
to be guided by the needs of
the patients and respond to
those needs with respect for the
individual and their beliefs about
health and healing.
Now, nine years later, Dr. Seltman
and the five other physicians
continue their mission, and
through Metro provide care for
more than 3,000 patients each
year. These patients Include
disenfranchised populations
such as sexual and racial minorities, HlV-positive patients, and
the poor. Providing health care
to disenfranchised groups has
continued on page 7

wilkinsburg school district
Operation Backpack

M

ore than 1,000 Wilkinsburg School District students received
backpacks and educational supplies on their first day of
school as part of Operation Backpack. Every kindergarten
through sixth-grade student at Turner, Kelly and Johnston elementary schools received backpacks donated by the Covenant Church of
Pittsburgh, Geno Levi Spirit of Style Salon, Blue Knights, and Michelin
Tires.
“We are trying to help parents within our district and ease the financial cost tied with back to school necessities,” said Archie D. Perrin, Jr.,
Superintendent of the Wilkinsburg School District. “Many of our parents may need assistance during this economic slowdown and it is our
responsibility to make sure the lack of school supplies is not a reason
for our students not to attend school,” he added.
	Denise Graves, a pastor and worship leader with the Covenant
Church of Pittsburgh, recognizes how quickly school supplies can add
up and cut deeply into household budgets.
“Our philosophy is literally to give back to our community and what
better way than to invest in the development of a child’s education,”
said Graves.
KDKA newscaster Brenda Waters also joined in Operation Backpack, passing out school supplies and keeping volunteers and students motivated.
“This is just wonderful, the students are thrilled to be in school and
we’re just adding to their momentum by helping to distribute the tools
they need to succeed; this is such positive work everyone is doing,”
said Waters.
School supplies have steadily increased in cost throughout the years,
and many parents have more than one child in school, easily slicing
through their budgets. The Wilkinsburg School District offers these tips
for parents:
• Get a list going. Find out what you need to purchase and stick with
it, don’t buy more.
• Shop at home first. Look for pencils, pens, rulers, and paper. Get
organized and store left over items for the following year.
• Shop generic verses name brand. A standard notebook is much less
expensive than a brand style item like Hanna Montana, Barbie, or
other brand item.
• Shop a week later. Not only do you miss the crowds, but you can
catch sale items.
• Shop Stocking Stuffers. During Christmas, you can get clearance
priced items and save them.
The Covenant Church of Pittsburgh and KDKA-TV partnered together
with the Wilkinsburg School District for the 5th Annual Operation Backpack. Pictured left to right: Brenda Waters, KDKA; Archie D. Perrin,
WSD; and Denise Graves; Covenant Church of Pittsburgh.

NEWS BRIEFS
AYP CelebrationJust under 300 WSD faculty,
staff, and board members gathered on August 27 to celebrate
achieving state performance requirements for a third consecutive
year. The District met Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) according

Just under 1,000 WSD students in grades K-6 received backpacks
and school supplies from the Covenant Church of Pittsburgh on
September 2, 2008. The initiative is called Operation Backpack and
is on its fifth year of assisting students.

Attendees at the AYP Cook-Out celebration. The District met state
performance requirements for a third consecutive year.
to the Pennsylvania System of School Assessment (PSSA) exams.
The District coordinated a celebratory cookout to recognize the
collaborative efforts of the entire school system.
“We are one step closer to achieving our goal to be the Number
One urban school district in the state,” said Archie D. Perrin, Jr., WSD
Superintendent. “Together we can make positive changes and truly
impact the lives of our students,” he added.

Students Receive Bond Awards
Two Wilkinsburg students each received a $100 government issued
securities bond for an essay they wrote on the Real ID Act of 2005.
Senior Godfrey McCray and junior Lamar Haden, each wrote a threepage essay identifying the pros and cons of the U.S. federal law. The
students received their awards the first week of school. The Real ID
Act imposes certain security, authentication and issuance procedures
standards for the state driver’s licenses and state ID cards, in order for
them to be accepted by the federal government for “official purposes”,
as defined by the Secretary of Homeland Security.
continued next page
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Pictured from left to right: Ella Rawlings, Wilkinsburg High Principal;
Godfrey McCray, WSD senior and bond recipient; Lamar Hayden,
WSD junior and bond recipient; an Archie D.Perrin, Jr., WSD
“This is just a small example of how education pays off,” said McCray. “I had fun learning about this particular federal law and it didn’t
seem like work,” he added.
Wilkinsburg High School Varsity Football Schedule 2008-2009
DATE	OPPONENT		TIME
Oct. 3

@ North Catholic HS	 7:30 pm

Oct. 10

@Carlynton HS	

7:30 pm

Oct. 18	Springdale HS		

1:30 pm home

Oct. 24

7:30 pm

@Leechburg HS	

Head Coach: Cliff Simon
Principal: Ella Rawlings

Plant a Tree on Wallace Avenue
November 8, 9 am to noon
We need your help! Join us for a street tree planting, sponsored by
the Wilkinsburg Shade Tree Committee and Nine Mile Run Watershed
Association. Volunteers will plant several trees on Wallace Avenue, between Coal and Wood streets, which includes the Wilkinsburg High
School property.
Street trees benefit the community by providing beauty, shade and
wildlife habitat, cleaning the air, and helping to control storm water,
which is especially important in the Nine Mile Run watershed. Trees
and green space have also been shown to improve mental and physical health and result in better education scores. So trees make you
smarter.
Please wear sturdy boots and clothes that you won’t mind getting
dirty! Refreshments will be provided.
For more information contact Joan King, Wilkinsburg Shade Tree
Committee, jskcolorclay@hotmail.com, 412-241-1398 or Jeff Bergman, Nine Mile Run Watershed Association, jeff@ninemilerun.org or
412-371-8779.
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metro family practice from page 4
been a Ilfelong mission for Dr. Seltman, who worked In the 1980s as
a general medical officer with Indian HeaIth Services In Arizona. Currently he works to provide up-to-date health services for HlV-positive
patients, is well-known for his commitment to the health care of the
transgender community, and promotes a holistic approach to health
care for all.

Dr. Seltman has 30 years of experience in family medicine, both as a
clinician and as an administrator. He received his M.D. from the Medical College of Pennsylvania in 1978 followed by postgraduate training
at Shadyside Hospital in the family practice residency program.
In his most recent position, Dr. Seltman served as the family medical
chair at Western Pennsylvania Hospital as well as being a full-time
faculty member of the Forbes Family Medicine residency program.
He was program director of the residency program from 1993 until

late 2007.Dr. Seltman is an associate professor of family medicine at
Drexel University and an Adjunct clinical assistant professor of family
medicine and chemical epidemiology at the University of Pittsburgh.
Previously he has served as the medical director for the Corpus
Christi Residence (a personal care home for people living with HIV
infection); co-medlcal dlrector for Forbes Nursing Center; and director
of geriatric education for Forbes Family Medicine Residency Program.
Dr. Seltman extends his expertise into areas of the community around
Pittsburgh by assisting with several not-for-profit agencies, Including
Persad Center; Forbes Hospice; Eastern Area Adult Services; Carnegie Library; Wilkinsburg Community Health Advisory Board; Corazon
de Cuba HIV/AIDS Campaign, and several others.
Dr. Seltman is board certified in family medicine and geriatrics and
has leadership accreditation from the American Balint Society.

WCM anniversary
The Wilkinsburg Community Ministry (WCM) is celebrating its 40th
anniversary on October 17. This is a real milestone for any ministry
and WCM is very proud of its many accomplishments. The anniversary will be celebrated with a dinner and entertainment at the South
Avenue Methodist Church. The Board of Directors of the WCM invites
all Wilkinsburg residents to join in the celebration of this vital outreach
program.
Currently WCM has wide and varied programs to meet the many
needs of the people in the community: Meals on Wheels, Angel Food
Ministries, The After School Partnership—a food program for at-risk
children—Dollar Energy Application Assistance, a free bread and
clothing program and emergency aid (including the food pantry) to
anyone in need.
If you would like any further information regarding the celebration or
the programs offered please call the WCM office 412-241-8072, or
visit the new location at 702, 704 and 708 Wood Street.

Gospel Explosion
The Wallace Avenue Soup Kitchen is holding a Gospel Explosion on
Saturday October 11, at 6 pm. Donation is $12 and all proceeds go to
benefit the Soup Kitchen. The event takes place at Dunamis Baptist
Church, 751 Wallace Avenue in Wilkinsburg, next to Wilkinsburg High
School. For tickets and information call 412-731-6458.
The Wilkinsburg Avenue Soup Kitchen is a private, non-sectarian
charitable organization that depends almost entirely on the help of
dedicated volunteers and generous financial support from individuals, churches, local businesses and community organizations. The
Soup Kitchen provides more then 900 free meals per week to people
in need in the Pittsburgh area. They direct their activities toward
helping patrons achieve healthier lifestyles, increased self-esteem
and self-sufficiency. To this end, Wallace Avenue Soup Kitchen and
agencies using their facility provide a wide array of social, community
and health services.

Become a sponsorof the Wilkinsburg Sun
Call 412-853-0388
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Historical Society Presents Judge
Johnson: An African-American
Childhood in Wilkinsburg

T

he Wilkinsburg Historical Society is honored to have Judge
Livingstone Morris Johnson, recently retired senior judge
of the Court of Common Pleas of Allegheny County, as its
guest speaker at the society’s October 20 meeting. Judge Johnson
is an extraordinarily engaging speaker with vivid memories
of growing up in Wilkinsburg in the ‘30s and ‘40s. He was the
lone African-American in the 1945 Wilkinsburg High School
graduating class of 350. He has a B.A. from Howard University,
1949, and a law degree from the University of Michigan.
Born at home because of the discrimination his mother had
suffered at Columbia Hospital, Livingstone Johnson went on
to a remarkable career as a part-time steelworker, lawyer, Air
Force Reserve officer, and judge. He flew 58 combat missions as a
navigator-radar bombardier during the Korean War and served 34
years on the bench, the last 10 as a senior judge. He and his wife
LeeBrun Johnson have five children, three of them lawyers, the
other two MBAs.
Please join the Wilkinsburg Historical Society for what
promises to be an enlightening and insightful evening, Monday,
October 20, at 7:30 p.m., at the South Avenue United Methodist
Church. Use the rear (Ross Avenue) entrance. Refreshments
will be served after the presentation. Call Joel at 412-241-2941 for
more information.

Art Exhibits at South Avenue
United Methodist Church

S

outh Avenue United Methodist Church will begin a series
of art exhibitions with a display of beautiful quilts by
Wilkinsburg artist, Gerry Benton. Gerry Benton’s quilts will
be on display at the church from October 5 until October 17.
Gallery hours are weekdays from 1:00 - 3:30, except Wednesday
and Friday evenings, October 10 and 17, from 7:00 - 9:00. For
further information, contact the church office: 412-371-7421.
Gerry Benton is an artist with a passion for quilting. She
has been quilting since 1989. As a dedicated quilter she has
shown her work at the Pittsburgh Childrens’ Museum, PPG
Kindergarten, the City-County Building, the National AfricanAmerican Conference in Lancaster and Quiltfest USA in
Louisville, Kentucky, and has won prizes in several quilt shows.
Gerry curates the African-American Exhibit in New York at
‘’pier 52.’’ Photographs of her quilts were published in Surface
Design Magazine, “Communion of the Spirits’’ (author Roland
Freeman) and ‘’Spirits of the Cloth’’ (author Carolyn Mazloomi).
She has taught classes at Augusta for twelve years and nationally.
One of her quilts, (“Sunflowers & Poppies,’’ was featured in the
Smithsonian magazine in 2003.
Gerry has served as President of Quilt Company East and
African-American Heritage Quilters in Pittsburgh, as well as
other organizations. She was also the quilt show chairperson for
“Art from the Heart’’ from 2002 thru 2006. She has won several
ribbons and cash prizes throughout her quilting career. She
is currently lecturing and teaching quilting classes. Gerry is a
resident of Wilkinsburg.
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PITTSBURGH’S
#1 JEWELRY
REPAIR SHOP

A local Obama for President headquarters celebrated its grand opening last month in East
Liberty, at 125-127 North Highland Avenue. The headquarters is one of 65 in Pennsylvania,
and eight in Allegheny County. Other area offices are in Homestead, McKeesport,
Monroeville, Mt. Lebanon, Downtown, Robinson Township and Ross Township.

VOTE

Pennsylvania, with its 23 electoral votes, is expected to be one of the key states
in this year’s presidential race. Election Day is November 4. It doesn’t matter who you vote for,
get out there and do it. No excuse. Really no excuse. To find out where your polling place is,
call 412-350-4500, or click on http://apps.county.allegheny.pa.us/VoteDistricts/.
If you are voting for the first time, or for the first time in a new district, you must have a photo
ID, such as a driver’s license, a PennDOT ID card, a military ID card, passport, student or
employee ID. Approved forms of non-photo ID are: a voter’s ID card issued by the voter
registration commission; a firearm permit; or a current utility bill, bank statement, paycheck or
government check including the name and address of the voter.
You can receive an absentee ballot if you are unable to got to the polls because of illness or
physical disability, or if you will be absent on election day because of duties, occupation or
business; or if you are observing a religious holiday on election day. Absentee ballot applications can be picked up at the Allegheny County Division of Elections, Forbes Avenue and Ross
Street, Downtown, or by calling 412-350-4520. Business hours are from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Be
sure to call early. Completed absentee ballots must be received in the Division of Elections no
later than 5 p.m., Tuesday, October 28.
If you believe you are being denied your legal right to vote, each polling place is staffed with a
judge of elections, a majority and minority clerk, and a constable.

Ç££Ê*iÊÛiÕiÊ
Ê7ÃLÕÀ}]Ê*Ê£xÓÓ£Ê

412.731.6063

$5.00 OFF
COUPON

ON ANY JEWELRY REPAIR OR
SERVICEOF $20.00 OR MORE
KENYON JEWELERS
Ý«ÀiÃÊ£ÓÉÎ£ÉänÊUÊ"iÊVÕ«Ê«iÀÊVÕÃÌiÀ
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Distinguished physician award
Saturday, October 25, at the Pittsburgh Marriott City Center, Grand Ballroom.
The society’s executive committee unanimously selected Dr. Davis for her service
as a physician and her leadership in various
organizations where she serves as mentor
to colleagues, nurse providers and medical
students to provide quality care to the greater
Pittsburgh community.

Dr. Helen Davis

T

he Gateway Medical Society’s Ex-		
ecutive Committee has selected
	Dr. Helen Davis to receive the distinguished Oswald J. Nickens Physician of the Year Award to be presented at the
Society’s Annual Scholarship Banquet, which
raises funds to support minority medical
students. This grand event is scheduled for

Dr. Davis is board certified in ophthalmology
and is a member of the American Medical
Association, Pennsylvania Medical Society,
American Academy of Ophthalmology, Pennsylvania Academy of Ophthalmology, Pittsburgh Ophthalmology Society, Fellow of the
American College of Surgeons and Fellow
of the International College of Students. She
has been practicing in the greater Pittsburgh
area since 1987.
A 1978 graduate of Tufts Medical School, Dr.
Davis completed her residency and fellowship at Bascom Palmer Eye Institute in Miami.
In addition, she completed a post-residency
fellowship specializing in cataract surgery,
refractive surgery, glaucoma and diabetic

laser treatments. Before coming to the Pittsburgh area, Dr. Davis served as the Associate
Chlef and Acting Chief of the Department of
Ophthalmology at Wyman Park HeaIth Systems, a Baltimore, Maryland based affiliate of
Johns Hopkins Hospital. Currently, Dr. Davis
is the Medical and Surgical Director of the
Davis Eye Group, and Civic HeaIth Institute.
She also serves as a clinical instructor at the
University of Pittsburgh Medical Center, a
Foundation Board Member and is involved in
the Ophthalmic Assistant Training Program at
Westmoreland County Community College.
Dr. Davis can be reached at 412-731-9888, or
at the Davis Eye Group, located at 929 Wood
Street, Wilkinsburg, PA 15221.
		

National Fire Safety Week
October 5-11 2008
by Captain Chip Petersen
Wilkinsburg Fire Department

Your home should be a safe place. Do you
do a regular check for fire hazards? There are
many conditions that can lead to injuries or
fires. Fire departments responded to nearly
400,000 house fires in 2006.
From October 5-11, 2008, fire safety advocates are asking for the public to take notice
of conditions in their communities that, with
a little extra caution can prevent the leading
causes of home fires—cooking, heating,
electrical and smoking materials. Below is a
short list of items that you can check in your
home and places you visit to reduce the risk
of injury or fire.
• Check that electrical cords are in good
condition.
• Use extension cords safely, not under
carpets or across walking areas.
• Don’t overload electrical outlets.
• Make sure all escape routes are clear of
clutter and easily accessible.
• Have your furnace inspected once a year.
• Test your smoke detector and replace the
batteries twice a year.
• Keep portable space heaters at least three
feet away from anything flammable.
• Make sure your clothes dryer has a clean 		
vent and filter with no lint build up.
Also Wilkinsburg homeowners are eligible for
free smoke detectors and automatic kitchen
fire suppession systems. Call 412-244-2930
to see if you are eligible.
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2008 Wilkinsburg Community Day
was a great success!

W

ilkinsburg Community Day is an annual event sponsored by the Wilkinsburg
Borough Council and the Parks and Recreation Committee. The weather was
perfect and the event provided the perfect opportunity to celebrate the wonderful revitalization of our neighborhood. This year’s event was one of the most successful in the last few years and really showed the great diversity of our community. Crowds of
200 or more showed a marked improvement over past Community Day events. The day was
jam-packed with activities and vendor booths.
All of Wilkinsburg Borough’s departments were involved in all of the events. The Wilkinsburg
Police Department, led by Chief Ophelia Coleman and her staff, ran children’s activities that
included a bike rodeo and bike, helmet and bookbag raffle, where 29 bikes and 29 book bags
loaded with school supplies went home with the winners. The bikes and book bags were
purchased with funds from the Wilkinsburg Weed and Seed Quality of Life grant.
The Wilkinsburg Fire Department, led by Chief Owen McAfee and his staff, gave tours of their
trucks, provided safety information to children on what to do in case of a fire, and provided Kid
IDs. They also got many of our residents involved in the Battle of the Barrel event, which was a
lot of fun and also cooled everyone down.
Eastern Area Ambulance Service provided medical services and blood pressure monitoring.
DJ Bobby B and Royal Tribe Music provided music.
The children got a chance to have fun in the three inflatables that were located in the parklet.
The Wilkinsburg School District was a sponsor of the Moonwalk that the children absolutely
loved. The school district also had a vendor spot that gave out information on their new Pre-K
Counts program and some giveaways.
Mayor John Thompson sponsored a “Biker Bash and Car Cruise” which had 15-20 bikers that
rode through the borough and let the children get a look at the bikes and classic cars up close
and personal.
The third annual Wilkinsburg Idol expanded to include dancers and singers this year. The
judges, Mayor John Thompson, LaTonya Washington, Wilkinsburg School District Board
President, and Michael Lefebvre, had a tough decision on picking a winner with the many
talented performers.
This year’s event was sponsored by many local businesses who are appreciated for all that
they do in the community. Sponsors included: Allegheny Chesapeake Physical Therapy,
CCAC – Boyce Campus, Hosanna House, Magee Women’s Hospital, Metro Family Practice,
Milestone, Neighbors Unite Wilkinsburg, Pittsburgh Dry Cleaners, Save A Lot, Steel City
Vacuum, and the Village at Pennwood. Several other organizations provided much-needed
donations including volunteers that helped in making the day a success. They included the
Wilkinsburg GetGo, Pittsburgh Job Corps Center, Wilkinsburg Beverage Company, Wilkinsburg School District and Wilkinsburg Penn Joint Water Authority.
Be sure to join us next year for another great time!

Health Fair
Allegheny Chesapeake Physical Therapy, located in the Towne Centre Office building at
1789 South Braddock Avenue, will host a free
health fair on Saturday, October 11, from 11
a.m. to 3 p.m. More than 20 local health-related businesses have been invited to attend.
The participating businesses will provide vital
information on health related topics, wellness,
special presentations, door prizes, bike fitting,
and free consultations.

Rotary club
luncheon
The Wilkinsburg Rotary Club will be holding its
Annual Spaghetti Luncheon on Election Day,
Tuesday November 4, from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.,
at South Avenue Methodist Church. The proceeds from this event support The Wilkinsburg
Boys and Girls Club, The Wilkinsburg Community Ministry and The Mission Outreach of
South Avenue Women’s Ministries. Meals are
served Eat In or Take Out. Tickets are available at the door on the day of the luncheon or

At the MoviesThese films
will be shown at South Avenue United
Methodist Church, 733 South Avenue
in Wilkinsburg. Donations of $1 will be
accepted. Popcorn and soft drinks will
be served.
Tuesday, October 7, 1 p.m.
The Queen
(2006). An intimate
behind-the-scenes
glimpse of the
interaction between
Queen Elizabeth
and Prime Minister
Tony Blair following
the death of
Princess Diana.
Their struggle was
to reach a compromise between what
was a private tragedy for the Royal
family and the public’s demand for an
overt display of mourning. It won Helen
Mirren an Oscar and Golden Globe
award for Best Actress.
Tuesday, November 4, 1 p.m.
The Paleface
(1948). Bob Hope
is a cowardly
dentist who hides
behind the skirts of
beautiful Calamity
Jane, played by
Jane Russell. This
western comedy
won an Oscar for
Best Song: Buttons and Bows.
Tuesday, December 2, 1 p.m.
White
Christmas
(1954). A series of
romantic mix-ups
occur when a pair
of beautiful sisters
travel to a Vermont
lodge to perform
their song-anddance Christmas
show. Bing Crosby,
Danny Kaye, Rosemary Clooney and
Vera Ellen star in this film.

from any Wilkinsburg Rotarian. For more information, call Clark Walter at 412-848-7556,
South Avenue UMC at 412-371-7421. Tickets
are $7.
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