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Wilkinsburg 
Plan 

The Wilkinsburg Plan is in 
full swing, and over the next 
few weeks, residents and 
business owners will have the 

opportunity to participate in shaping 
Wilkinsburg’s future. Funded by a grant 
from the Pennsylvania Department of 
Community and Economic Development, 
Delta Development Group, Inc., is leading 
a group of consultants in an innovative, 
three-phased planning initiative for 
the borough that includes a five-year 
management plan and financial study, a 
comprehensive community plan, and a 
business district master revitalization plan.

The first area of focus has been the 
development of a five-year management 
and financial plan. Over the past months, 
the consultants have spent time with 
borough officials to review and assess 
the borough’s current financial situation, 
services and operations. This portion of the 
planning initiative is about half completed, 
and the consultants are currently working 
with officials to develop short- and long-
term strategies to reduce expenditures, 
increase tax revenues, and operate more 
efficiently. The management and financial 
plan will prioritize the borough’s financial 
and management needs and ensure that 
future resources are focused on the most 
critical needs.

The comprehensive community plan 
is also under way. This plan will provide 
a “blueprint” to guide the borough over 
the next 10 years to determine future land 
use and development objectives, to meet 
the housing needs of current and future 
residents, to provide adequate infrastructure 
for moving people and goods through 

The sun shines down on the Abraham Lincoln statue on Penn Avenue in Wilkinsburg during 
a ceremony celebrating the 200th birthday of the 16th president of the United States. The 
Wilkinsburg Historical Society and the Kiwanis Club of Wilkinsburg organized the ceremony. 
The statue was erected at the site in 1916.

Happy BirtHday After winning the war that almost tore this 
country apart, after ending slavery, after that very unpleasant incident at Ford 
Theater, you would think Abe Lincoln would be entitled to a good long rest. Well, it 
didn’t quite work out that way in Wilkinsburg. 

In 1916, the Pennsylvania Railroad commissioned a statue of our 16th president 
and installed it at the corner of Penn Avenue and Ardmore Boulevard. From that 
perch Abe did lead a pretty peaceful existence for the next 55 years or so. Then 
one night in 1981, a couple who had way too much to drink at a Penguins game 
decided it was time to take Abe for a ride. They cut him off the pedestal, threw 
him in the back of a pickup (he only weighed about 80 pounds) and he ended up 
in a shallow grave on a Westmoreland County farm. There he would have reposed 
indefinitely if good love hadn’t gone bad between the statue bandits a year later 
and the ex-girlfriend was all “so, you forget my birthday? Well I bet you won’t forget 
Lincoln’s birthday from now on” and told the cops, which kind of backfired because 
then they both got in trouble and had to pay to repair the damages.   

By the summer of 1984 Lincoln was back at Penn and Ardmore. But the strain of 
the old injury proved to be too much and one day in 1992 he fell over at the ankles. 
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The Wilkinsburg Sun is a monthly  
community newsletter published by 

The volunteer Wilkinsburg community 
Newsletter Board, with the support of the 

Wilkinsburg Borough, the Wilkinsburg 
School district, the Wilkinsburg chamber of 
commerce and the Wilkinsburg community 

development corporation. The Sun is 
grateful for generous support from the 

Western Pennsylvania School for The deaf 
without which publication might not be pos-
sible. The Sun would also like to thank the 
Honorable representative Joseph Preston 
for his continuing support of a community 

newsletter for the  
Borough of Wilkinsburg.

Please submit all articles and calendar 
events to: editor@wilkinsburgsun.com, or by 
mail, P.O. Box 86064, Wilkinsburg, PA 
15221. Please submit articles 6 weeks 
before publication and calendar events  

4 weeks before publication. To advertise, 
e-mail adsales@wilkinsburgsun.com,  

or call  412-853-0388

The Sun accepts submitted articles  
provided they are related to Wilkinsburg 

and are civic-minded. The Sun reserves the 
right to withhold articles from print.

Please note that The Sun does not publish 
political or opinion pieces.

YOUR AD COULD BE HERE
Call  

412-853-0388
email: adsales@wilkinsburgsun.com

Historical Wilkinsburg

Caldwell & Graham Dry Goods, first established in 1889, opened this store at the southeast 
corner of Penn Avenue at Wood Street in 1908. They carried the finest of dry goods. Many 
customers watched in fascination as little metal containers on tracks sped their cash from the 
counter to a central cashier and returned with their change. As times changed, pneumatic tubes 
carrying cylindrical containers replaced the track system.

WCDC MarCh Meetings

3 Wcdc fundraising committee 11 a.m. flynn construction  
600 Penn Ave

5 Wilkinsburg chamber of  
commerce

12 p.m Wilkinsburg Borough Building  
council chambers, 605 ross Ave

5 economic restructuring 
committee

6 p.m. Western PA School for the deaf

11 Wcdc Organization committee 12 p.m. PNc Bank, Penn & Wood Sts.

12 Wcdc Promotion committee 7 p.m. Wilkinsburg Borough Building  
605 ross Ave.

17 Wcdc fundraising committee 11 a.m flynn construction  
600 Penn Ave.

26 Wcdc design committee 6 p.m. Wilkinsburg Borough Building  
605 ross Ave.

Someone found him in the bushes and 
dropped him off at the borough building. 
In 1997 the Wilkinsburg Historical 
Society stepped in and began raising 
money for a proper restoration. Jim 
Richard spearheaded the fund drive, 
which raised about $32,000.  Abe got 
a new metal skeleton and in 2001 the 
Historical Society held a dedication. 
Now every year on his birthday, the 
society has a small celebration and the 
rest of the year, hopefully, people are 
keeping an eye out for drunk Penguins 
fans.  

LincoLn from page 1 The LincoLn highway, America’s 
First Coast to Coast Road is the 
topic for the March 16 meeting of the 
Wilkinsburg Historical Society. Anne 
Morris, program director, will present 
an electronic slide presentation “A Ride 
Along the Lincoln Highway” and lecture 
based on the Lincoln Highway books 
written by noted historian Brian Butko. 
The meeting is on Monday, March 16, 
7:30 pm, in the Wesley Room of the 
South Avenue United Methodist Church, 
rear entrance.  Refreshments are served 
following the meeting.  All Wilkinsburg 
Historical Society meetings are free 
and open to the public. For more 
information, call Joel at 412-244-2941.
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Mayor John Thompson 
412.244.2920 

mayorjt@choiceonemail.com
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blackridge 
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Barbara Ervin
Chair, Public Property Committee 

412.244.4939 ext. 314

Eugenia Moore 
Council President 
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3rD WarD 
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regent square area

Carl Lewis 
Chair, Public safety 

412.403.2910 
cdlewiss@hotmail.com

Denise Edwards 
412.241.4195  

dwinebr696@aol.com

Tracey Evans 
Chair, Economic Development 

412.244.9588 
ct.evans@verizon.net

wilkinsburg borough

Problems with trash pick-up?
Call 412-244-2923

MarCh Meetings

Mar 
2

Wilkinsburg Planning  
commission

6 p.m. Wilkinsburg Borough Building  
605 ross Ave.

Mar 
4

Wilkinsburg Borough council 
planning meeting

7 p.m Wilkinsburg Borough Building  
605 ross Ave.

Mar 
18

Wilkinsburg Borough council 
legislative meeting

7 p.m. Wilkinsburg Borough Building  
605 ross Ave.

WiLkinsBurg pLan from page 1

the borough, and to provide adequate 
public facilities and utilities to serve the 
needs of the Wilkinsburg community. The 
comprehensive plan will build on recent 
planning efforts, and will provide strategies 
and tools for implementation. 

Over the past months, the consultants 
have reviewed prior planning documents 
and have documented current conditions 
and expected trends in the borough in 
preparation for developing future planning 
objectives. The steering committee and 
the consultants have also begun a visioning 
process that started with a physical 
assessment of the business district and a 
preliminary review of market indicators 
that will be used to help shape the business 
district revitalization plan. The next step 
will be to re-imagine the business district 
through an interactive planning process 
called the Business District revitalization 
strategy.

in MarCh anD april,  
We Will neeD your help!
With preliminary assessments almost 

completed, the next phase of planning 
provides the opportunity for Wilkinsburg 
residents to actively participate in the 
planning process. all through March 
and april activities are scheduled that 
will take the plan to the community to 
gather valuable input from the residents of 
Wilkinsburg’s neighborhoods, business and 
civic leaders, and borough officials. These 
activities will include six neighborhood 
meetings; a work session with the Planning 
Commission; focus groups with business 
owners, school district faculty and staff, and 
students; interviews with key stakeholders 
and subject-matter experts; and a multiday 
charrette. Watch for dates to be announced 
in the near future!

During these activities, we want your 
input on neighborhood needs and issues, 
community priorities, historic preservation, 

housing, available goods and services 
in the business district, business district 
improvement priorities, and developing 
a draft vision statement for the business 
district.

The second phase of the business 
district planning process will be a charrette 
(rhymes with barrette). What’s a charrette? 
It’s a multiple-day collaborative design 
and planning workshop held on-site 
that includes all stakeholders. Planned 
for early spring, the charrette takes a 
holistic approach to issues such as land 
use, renovation, redevelopment, traffic, 
parking, open space, art and amenities. 

standard public meetings often do not 
provide adequate time for meaningful 
engagement. In contrast, the week-long 
event will bring the community together 
in an interactive, dynamic process designed 
to produce a realistic plan. Charrette 
afternoons will include committee work 
sessions and open houses where interested 
citizens can review background information 
and comment on ongoing work. Two 
evening workshops, scheduled a day or 
two apart, will be interactive, hands-on 
planning sessions that explore alternatives, 
measure performance, balance costs and 
benefits, and integrate solutions. The 
concluding charrette evening session will 
be a public presentation of the preferred 
Business District revitalization Plan. 
after the completion of the charrette, 
the final phase of the business district 
planning process will be to develop an 
implementation strategy including 
priorities, actions, and responsibilities.

The final Wilkinsburg Plan is expected 
to be completed in fall 2009. residents 
will have the opportunity to review 
the plan in a public forum prior to its 
adoption. For information regarding the 
planning process, please send an e-mail to 
compplan@wilkinsburgpa.gov, or contact 
the borough office at 412- 244-2900. 
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    WILKINSBURG CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
www.wilkinsburgchamber.com

In 1969, a small group of parents 
decided their mentally disabled adult 
children deserved more than a wasted 
life in a state-operated hospital. 

Taking matters into its own hands, this 
devoted group established what was then 
known as allegheny East Mental Health 
& Mental retardation Center, Inc. The 
story goes that these committed parents 
passed the hat—literally—to pay the 
salary of ray Webb, the organization’s first 
executive director. Operations began at 
the former site of the Wilkinsburg Water 
Company, 712 south avenue—a location 
that remains the headquarters of the 
organization.

The agency saw consistent growth 
over the next several decades as it 
rose to meet the needs of people with 
behavioral health and intellectual and 
developmental challenges living primarily 
in the communities of Wilkinsburg, 
Penn Hills, Monroeville, Plum Borough, 
Verona, Oakmont and the East Hills 
areas. Community residential homes, 
apartments, day programs and clinical 
offices were initially established in 
Wilkinsburg and then spread outwards to 
adjoining areas. 

In 2007, by unanimous vote of the board 
of directors, the name of the organization 
was officially changed to Milestone.

Today Milestone continues to serve 
the needs of the residents of Wilkinsburg 
through outpatient treatment, service 
coordination and residential and day 
support programs. The Chain of Hope 
consumer drop-in center located at 611 
south avenue is free to residents of the 
community with behavioral, mental 
health or intellectual challenges and 
offers members the chance to engage 
in fellowship with other consumers and 
to reestablish links to the community 
through a variety of formal and informal 
methods. The Chain of Hope operates 

a weekly food bank for members and 
collects gently used clothing year round 
for members in need. Members of the 
Chain of Hope support the Wilkinsburg 
community by participating in community 
clean-up events.

nearly 4,000 people each year are 
served through a wide continuum of 
residential, vocational, clinical and 
advocacy programs and services in twenty 
counties in western Pennsylvania. Our 
vision—Helping Extraordinary People 
Live Ordinary Lives—continues. 

Community residents who are interested 
in obtaining general information about 
the programs and services that Milestone 
offers can call 412-243-3400 or e-mail 
info@milestonecentersinc.org or visit the 
Web site at www.milestonecentersinc.org. 

Milestone also hosts monthly Get To 
Know Us tours at various Milestone 
locations. These events are held the 
last Wednesday of every month, are 
one hour in length and are free to the 
public. For more information or to reserve 
a spot at the next event contact Kate 
Bayer at 412-371-7391/ext 116 or kbayer@
milestonecentersinc.org.

For emergency services, to schedule 
an appointment or for information on 
referrals call 412-731-9707. 

If you or someone you know needs 
someone to listen please contact the 
Psan Warm Line. This service is 
provided by Peer support and advocacy 
network (Psan) in partnership with the 
allegheny County Department of Human 
services Office of Behavioral Health and 
Community Care Behavioral Health 
and is available for individuals who need 
someone to talk with for support. The 
number to call is 1-866-661-9276.

Milestone is a Contributor Choice 
agency of the United Way of allegheny 
County #123. 

Helping Extraordinary people 
Live ordinary Lives 
Milestone Celebrates 40 years of  
service to the Wilkinsburg Community 
and the eastern suburbs

F E a t u r E d  m E m B E r ST. JameS ceLebraTeS 
caThoLic SchooLS week

during the week of January 26, St. 
James School celebrated catholic 
Schools Week. The theme for 

this year’s celebration was “celebrate 
Service.” This week is traditionally filled 
with fun and educational activities for 
all of the students, and this year was no 
exception. during this week St. James 
students participated in a spelling bee 
and solicited pledges to raise money for 
the fatima Orphanage in Haiti. Through 

their hard work and generos-
ity, more than $1,000 was 
raised. 
The week kicked off with 
pajama and movie day, a 
reward for the students’ 
hard work through the first 
semester of the year. On 
Tuesday, the students heard 

from a variety of speakers during career 
day. Speakers from the fields of athletic 
training, fire service, law enforcement, 
print journalism and emergency medicine 
were among those that spoke to the stu-
dents. The highlight of career day was 
hearing Michelle Wright from WTAe- TV 
talk about her career in journalism. The 
activities continued on Thursday, with the 
Middle School Science fair arranged by 
Mrs. Jaquay and musical program direct-
ed by Ms. Perteete. The musical program 
featured a number of performances by 
our choir and several solos. in addition, 
Ms. Perteete provided a preview of the 
Black History Month program, which 
she is writing and composing. catholic 
Schools Week wrapped up on friday with 
the student- faculty volleyball game, and 
Steelers Pep rally. 
St. James School is currently accepting 
applications for the 2009-2010 school 
year. Please call 412-242-3515 for more 
information. 

WilkinsBurg ChamBer of 
CommerCe annual aWard 
lunCheon, marCh 19

ChaMber of CoMMerCe Meetings

Chamber Meetings-open to all Chamber 
Members.

ExECutivE Board MEEting:
every first Thursday, Noon 
Wilkinsburg Borough Building,  
605 ross Ave. 
council chambers, Second floor

gEnEral MEMBErship MEEtings:
every Third Thursday
Metro family Practice
901 – B West Street
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I
f you happen to stroll down the 500 
block of Hill Avenue on a bright 
summer day you will probably see 
Frances Butts, wearing her trademark 
straw hat, hard at work in her yard. 

Butts embodies the spirit of volunteerism. 
She moved to Wilkinsburg in 1998 and 
immediately began to focus her boundless 
energy in her community. In 1999 Butts and 
her late husband Milton received an award 
for “exceptional commitment to community 
service in Wilkinsburg” from the Wilkinsburg 
Intra-Community Network. 
Butts heard about the Nine Mile Run 
Watershed Association (NMRWA) from 
a friend, and knew at once that this was 
an organization she wanted to become 
involved with. She has been conserving 
rain water since the 1970s when she used a 
large bucket under her downspout to save 
water for her garden, so participating in the 
NMR Rain Barrel Initiative was a natural 
step for her. Butts’s house is located in 

the Singer Study Area, one of four small 
monitoring neighborhoods in the watershed 
where the residents are eligible for free rain 
barrels. These areas were chosen because 
previous data exists on stormwater flow 
in the sewer lines, allowing NMRWA to do 
comparative studies about the impact of 
rain barrel use on stormwater runoff. 
Butts loves her rain barrels and believes that 
having a rain barrel is “an integral part of life 
that should be looked at as a center-piece, 
and a conversation starter, not as something 
unsightly.” She owns two NMRWA rain 
barrels and is currently in the process of 
getting another barrel for the community 
garden she championed. By partnering with 
the Nine Mile Run Watershed Association, 
and enlisting the help of her neighbors, she 
was able to transform an abandoned lot at 
the end of Hill Avenue into a large garden. 
Butts’s neighbors were hesitant at first but 
her enthusiasm won them over and not only 
did they help to construct the garden, but it 

was accomplished entirely with donations 
of plants and mulch. 
In addition to all her volunteer work she is 
an avid gardener and an active member of 
her church and block club. Francis and her 
neighbors are currently working to have 
their community garden officially named 
“The Memory Garden” as a remembrance 
for loved ones that have passed away. 
A major component of the Nine Mile Run 
Rain Barrel Initiative is the data we are 
gathering on the impact of rain barrel use 
in the watershed. Although numerous rain 
barrel programs exist throughout the United 
States and Canada, there is very little in the 
way of follow up research being done on 
the benefits of rain barrel use. This is what 
makes the NMR Rain Initiative unique. We 
are meticulously tracking and recording 
all aspects of our program and hope to 
report some significant results. Currently 
our efforts have focused on installing as 
many rain barrels as possible in the four 
study areas. An initial study indicated 
that to achieve a measurable decrease in 
stormwater runoff we will need 40 percent 
of the residences in an area participating in 
the program. We are very close to achieving 
that goal in some of the areas. 
Please help us reach our goal! If you live 
in one of our study areas and would like to 
have a rain barrel or for more information 
about the Nine Mile Run Rain Barrel Initiative 
go to www.ninemilerun.org/programs/
rainbarrel/index.htm or call 412-371-8779 
extension 17. —LUke STAMPeR

one barreL aT a Time

Every time it rains, Hill Avenue resident 
Frances Butts saves money on her water bill and 
helps ease the load on the planet. The Nine 
Mile Run Watershed Association provides rain 
barrels at reduced cost to people living within 
the watershed, and free for people in certain 
study areas. To find out if you qualify, go to 
www.ninemilerun.org/programs/rainbarrel/index.
htm or call 412-371-8779, extension 17.
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growing FamiLieS Through adopTion 
maTching evenT  proJecT 
STAr (Specialized Training for Adoption readiness) will host its third 
annual Growing families Through Adoption, an adoption awareness 
event, from 6 to 9 p.m., Thursday, March 12, at The children’s 
institute, 1405 Shady Avenue in Squirrel Hill. The event gives families 
the opportunity to meet with adoption caseworkers from across the 
state to learn more about the hundreds of children in Pennsylvania 
who are waiting to be adopted.

Highlights of the event include The Pennsylvania Heart Gallery, 
a picture display of Pennsylvania children waiting for permanent 
homes; adoption and community resource tables fro for families 
considering adopting older children and youth; “Matching Moments’ 
PowerPoint presentations created by special children about 
themselves; refreshments and door prizes. for more information, or 
to make a donation to support Growing families Through Adoption, 
please call 412-244-3051.

adopTion, FoSTer care and reSpiTe care 
inFormaTion meeTing  
Learn more about Project STAr, the parent certification process, and 
waiting children. information meetings are the first step in the process 
toward certification to be a resource family. The two-hour meeting 
counts toward the required total 24 hours of training. families who 
have scheduling conflicts with the meeting dates may request a 
private orientation at a time convenient to both the family and the 
recruiter.

To attend an information meeting, contact Project STAr’s family 
recruiter at 412-244-3048.  6:30 to 8:30 p.m.   The children’s institute 
(room 218)   Pittsburgh, PA  or  Project STAr: Beaver county 

tuesday, March 3: 6:30 p.m.:  
information Meeting,  
The children’s institute in Squirrel Hill

tuesday, March 7, 6:30 p.m.  
information Meeting  
Beaver county Office  
1598 Virginia Avenue Monaca

tuesday, april 7: 6:30 p.m. 
information Meeting 
The children’s institute in Squirrel Hill

tuesday, april 14: 6:30 p.m.  
information Meeting  
Beaver county Office 
1598 Virginia Avenue Monaca
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LiHEap—HELp WitH 
HEating BiLLs
The Pennsylvania Low Income Home energy Assistance Program 
(LIHeAP) helps people with low incomes pay their heating bills 
through home heating energy assistance grants and crisis grants. 
You do not need to have an unpaid bill to receive home heating 
energy assistance. 
You can receive this money without being in the Cash Assistance 
program; a family of four with an annual income of up to $44,443 
can qualify for assistance. No lien is placed on your property if 
you receive this help.
You can apply for LIHeAP online at www.humanservices.state.
pa.us/compass/CMHOM.aspx or by calling 1-800-851-3838. 
After your application is reviewed, you will receive a written notice 
explaining your eligibility and the amount of assistance you will 
receive. Payments are generally sent directly to a utility company 
or fuel dealer and are credited to your account. Please allow 30 
days for a response.
Additional money may be available if you have an emergency 
situation and are in jeopardy of losing your heat. emergency 
situations include broken heating equipment or leaking lines that 
must be fixed or replaced; lack of fuel; and termination of utility 
service. Assistance with home heating crisis situations is available 
24 hours a day. Call the Allegheny County Department of Human 
Services,1-800-851-3838. 

 

Quality value-based

education for the

whole child

Pre- K through 8
th
 grade

Registration Is Now Open!!
                For the 2009- 2010 school year

St. James School

721 Rebecca Ave.

Wilkinsburg, PA

15221

Scholarship Aid is Available
Call 412- 242- 3515

For further information

Middle States Accreditation -  Breakfast Program and Extended Day

St. James

An Extra Mile School

“Excellence in
Education”

To adverTise Call 412-853-0388
email: adsales@wilkinsburgsun.com
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EvEnts—tHE ninE miLE run WatErsHEd 
association

soil anD Water Workshop
Saturday, March 28, 2009
10 a.m. - noon riverview Park, Activities Building
Join local soil scientist John Buck, urban ecostewards, and 
other interested volunteers to learn about different types of soil 
and how they are affected by water. register by calling Jeff at 
412-371-8779 ext. 14 or e-mail jeff@ninemilrun.org

restoration run
Saturday, March 28
11 a.m. 
Meet in the soccer field in Lower frick Park, use the Lancaster 
Avenue entrance. 
See the amazing transformation of Nine Mile run, learn about 
the future of this unique project, and then join other watershed 
runners on a leisurely jog through parts of the restoration and 
frick Park.
choose between a 3 mile or 5 mile route (all paces and abilities 
are welcome). Please register for this event by calling Lisa at 
412-371-8779 ext. 15 or email lisa@ninemilerun.org.

nine Mile run streaM sWeep
Saturday, April 18 and again on Sunday, June 21
9:30 a.m. to noon
Meet in the soccer field in Lower frick Park, use the Lancaster 
Avenue entrance.
Join NMrWA as we sweep Nine Mile run of litter. every time 
it rains or snows, litter from the streets in the upper watershed 
communities of Pittsburgh, edgewood, Wilkinsburg and 
Swissvale washes into the stream. The Nine Mile run Stream 
restoration project is one of this regionís unique environmental 
successes. Help us keep this amazing transformation beautiful.  
We provide gloves, safety vests, and trash bags. Please wear 
long pants and sturdy boots or shoes. register by contacting 
Lisa at 412-371-8779 ext. 15 or email lisa@ninemilerun.org

south avenue uniteD MethoDist ChurCh presents 
its thirD annual CoMMunity easter egg hunt 

free admission saturday, april 11, 2009 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Crafts, story time, snack, egg hunt

families with children aged 2-12 are invited
Questions? Contact south avenue unitedMethodist Church  

at 412-371-7421

    8:45 JOURNEY WORSHIP

 11:00 SANCTUARY WORSHIP 

116 S. HIGHLAND AVE. 
PITTSBURGH, PA 15206 
412/441-3800

CATHEDRALOFHOPE.ORG
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