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Wilkinsburg
A Free Community Newsletter Bringing You Good News About Wilkinsburg

High School Building
Marks 100th Birthday
Wilkinsburg High School had a unique
beginning. In 1893, a third floor was added
to the old Kelly School, at the corner of Kelly
Ave. and Pitt St., to house the high school
students of the borough.
Due to growing high school student

Photo courtesy Lindsey Neyland

enrollment, it became apparent that a new
building was needed to house the students.
In 1908, the voters of Wilkinsburg approved
a bond to build the current high school
building. Erected in 1910 and dedicated on
March 30, 1911, the building cost $368,000
to construct and furnish.
When the high school building first
opened it was considered one of the best
in the western part of Pennsylvania. The
new building’s first and second floors had

1919 postcard

seven classrooms each, while the third floor

had lecture halls, physics and chemistry
laboratories, a kitchen, dining room, and
banquet hall. The high school building also
had a 1,100 seat auditorium (now the library),
and a gymnasium (now the girls’ gym).
By 1915, the building was already getting
too small for the growing student population,
so the annex was added in 1929 to give the
high school building more classrooms, a
second gymnasium and a larger auditorium.
The cafeteria was not added to the front of
the building until 1969. WS

Superintendent Archie Perrin, PSO Conductor Thomas Hong, guest soloist Gareth
Johnson (2010 winner of the Sphinx Competition), and Wilkinsburg Mayor John
Thompson after the Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra’s performance on November 16
at Wilkinsburg High School. Johnson’s performances were received with enthusiastic
standing ovations, and children approached him afterwards asking for autographs,
which he tended graciously.
Prior to the PSO, Turner music teacher Ray Strobel directed a group of elementary
band students for a brief pre-concert at 6 p.m. that included two songs. Afterwards,
parents and students were invited to a reception with refreshments as they waited
for the start of the PSO concert at 7.

Wilkinsburg to Benefit from Half
Million in Tree Planting Funds
Wilkinsburg, in conjunction with the

500 new trees throughout the borough in

Western Pennsylvania Conservancy, will

order to reduce storm water runoff into Nine

receive $500,000 in funding through the

Mile Run. Preston said the financing is being

Pennsylvania

Investment

provided to the conservancy in the form of

Authority, or Pennvest, according to State

principal forgiveness, and will not have to be

Rep. Joseph Preston, Jr.

repaid.

The

loan

Infrastructure

will

be

used

for

the

“While Wilkinsburg is turning around

Wilkinsburg’s TreeVitalize project to plant

continued on page 7
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Wilkinsburg a’Caroling

Free Blood Pressure
Screenings, Dec. 31
Free blood pressure screenings are
available on Dec. 31 from 11 a.m. to 1
p.m. at the Wallace Ave. soup kitchen in
Wilkinsburg. Eastern Area pre-hospital will
be administering the screenings.

Gather your family and friends

Borough’s Annual Martin
Luther King Walk Plans
to be Announced
Plans are underway for the

for an evening of holiday caroling

Lynne Gordon, Editor

annual

throughout Wilkinsburg, and cele–

Martin Luther King walk and service on

brate with a party afterwards for

Monday, Jan. 17. Details will be available

all carolers and family members at

on

Hosanna House. What a great way

Wilkinsburg Sun Facebook page.

wilkinsburgsun.com

and

on

The 2nd Annual Wilkinsburg

Wilkinsburg Crossing
Guard Positions Available

A’Caroling is Saturday, Dec. 18.
Carolers will sing from 6 to 7 p.m.,
and gather for a party from 7:15 to
8:30 p.m.
To help with the event, favorite
carols are posted at wilkinsburgsun.
com. Locations may be posted there
as well.
Call

412-475-7444

or

email

wilks15221@yahoo.com

for

more

information, or to list yourselves
as a caroling group and location so
that others can come sing with you.
Wilkinsburg

A’Caroling

is

a

project of Wilkinsburg Weed & Seed,
Mad Dads of Greater Pittsburgh,
and Hosanna House.

The Board of Directors
Jason Cohn, President
Minister Linda Kirkland-Law, Vice President
John Irwin, Treasurer
Vanessa McCarthy-Johnson, Secretary
Richard Bradford

the

to share Christmas joy and show the
spirit of our wonderful community!

The Wilkinsburg Sun
P.O. Box 86064
Wilkinsburg, PA 15221
(412) 818-0333

Crossing guards are needed for the
Borough for this school year. Interested
parties should contact the borough office
at 412-244-2900.

Weatherization Help for
Homeowners and Renters
It is not too late for Wilkinsburg
home–owners or renters to apply for the
Action Housing Energy Weatherization

The Wilkinsburg Sun is a free
monthly community newsletter published
by the volunteer Wilkinsburg Community
Newsletter Board, with the support of the
Wilkinsburg Borough, the Wilkinsburg
School District, the Wilkinsburg Chamber
of Commerce and the Wilkinsburg
Community Development Corporation.
The Sun is printed in Wilkinsburg by
Mercury Printing.
Please submit all articles and calendar
events to: editor@wilkinsburgsun.com,
412-901-5774, or by mail, P.O. Box 86064,
Wilkinsburg, PA 15221. Please submit
articles 6 weeks before publication and
calendar events 4 weeks before
publication. To advertise,
e-mail adsales@wilkinsburgsun.com,
or call (412) 818-0333

program. The program can offer service
such as repairing of cracked or broken
windows, wrapping hot water heater,
insulating attics and more for qualifying
households.
The contact number is 412-281-2102,
ext. 2106.

Special Invitation from South Avenue United Methodist
733 South Avenue—Wilkinsburg,
Rev. David Keller, pastor

Saturday, December 18
9:30 - 11:30 a.m. Free Clothing Closet
Friday, December 24
10 p.m. Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
Sunday, December 26
Hospitality Breakfast 8–8:45 a.m. before 9 a.m. Contemporary Service
Hospitality Lunch 12:15 p.m. after 11:00 worship service
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The Sun accepts submitted articles
provided they are related to Wilkinsburg
and are civic-minded. The Sun reserves
the right to withhold articles from print.
Please note that The Sun does not
publish political or opinion pieces.

Wilkinsburg borough
Wilkinsburg Borough Council
Mayor John Thompson
412.244.2920
mayorjt@choiceonemail.com
1st ward
blackridge
turner school
hunter park area

Barbara Ervin
412.244.4939 ext. 314
Eugenia Moore
Council President
412.371.5337

Wilkinsburg Considers Fire Service
Consolidation with Pittsburgh
The borough is considering a proposal
where the City of Pittsburgh would provide

would respond to emergency calls in both
Wilkinsburg and Pittsburgh.

fire protection services to the borough.

Wilkinsburg’s fire protection service

Community meetings for residents to hear

would improve in that the first alarm

details from firefighters and officials were

assignment would have 24 firefighters

held in late October.

responding to structure fires instead of the

The

consolidation

plan,

developed

present eight.

by a task force of management and labor

Pittsburgh would offer employment to all

Paige Trice
412 871-5367

representatives from both communities,

full-time Wilkinsburg firefighters and provide

would provide a staffed fire station in

Wilkinsburg with emergency management

2nd ward

Wilkinsburg’s municipal building, which

coordination services.

beacon hill
princeton park

Upcoming meetings

johnston school area

12/15 (Wed.)

5:30 p.m. Public Safety Committee

12/15 (Wed.

7 p.m.

12/16 (Thurs.)

9:30 A .m. Finance Committee

12/22 (Wed.)

6 p.m.

Capital Planning

1/3 (Mon.)

6 p.m.

Wilkinsburg Planning Commission

Pamela Macklin
412.242-4448
macklin4council@aol.com

1/5 (Wed.)

7 p.m.

Wilkinsburg Borough Council planning session

1/6 (Thurs.)

7 p.m.

Citizen’s Advisory Committee on Shade Trees

3rd ward

1/19 (Wed.)

7 p.m.

Wilkinsburg Borough Council legislative session

high school

1/19 (Wed.)

5:30 p.m. Public Safety Committee

1/20 (Thurs.)

9:30 A .m. Finance Committee

1/26 (Wed.)

6 p.m.

Jason Cohn
Council Vice President
412.241.4536
jcohn@wilkinsburgpa.gov
Vanessa McCarthy-Johnson
412.867.5882
vmccarthyjohnson@wilkinsburgpa.gov

kelly school
regent square area

Michael Lefebvre
412.243-9978
mlefebvre@wilkinsburgpa.gov
Carl Lewis
412.403.2910
cdlewiss@hotmail.com
Tracey Evans
412.244.9588
t.evans@wilkinsburgpa.gov

Visit the Borough’s website at:

www.wilkinsburgpa.gov

Capital Planning

All meetings will take place in the Wilkinsburg Borough Building, 605 Ross Avenue.

Important Numbers
Mayor’s Office
(412) 224-2920
Borough Manager
(412) 244-2900 ext 101
Borough Receptionist
(412) 244-2900 ext 101

Problems with trash pick-up?
Call 412.244.2923

Wilkinsburg Borough Council legislative session

Finance Dept.
(412) 244-2948
Code Enforcement
(412) 244-2923
Public Works Dept.
(412) 244-2934

Police Emergency
911

Berkheimer
Tax Administrator
(866) 227-4716
Police Non-Emergency		
(412) 473-3056
Adult Library
(412) 244-2940
Police Hotline (Complaint line)
(412) 244-4300
Children’s Library
(412) 244-2944
Police Chief
(412) 244-2915
Eastridge Library
(412) 342-0056
Fire Emergency
911
Weed and Seed
(412) 244-0643
Fire Chief
(412) 244-2931
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DEVELOPMENT NEWS

Wilkinsburg
Wilkinsburg Re-Certifies as a Blueprint Community
One program that helped shape the Wilkinsburg Community Development Corporation
(WCDC) is Blueprint Communities (BC), initiated in 2005 by the Federal Home Loan Bank of
Pittsburgh. Other primary sponsors included PNC Bank, Rural LISC and Sovereign Bank.
The initiative was aimed at helping older neighborhoods in Pennsylvania, Delaware and West
Virginia more effectively plan for community renewal.
The focus was on neighborhoods that had demonstrated some initial progress at
revitalization but could do more through enhanced leadership, strategic planning and
community coordination. Each neighborhood team was responsible for assembling a diverse
group of stakeholders – local residents, government officials, developers, students and others
– who were chosen for their ability and willingness to undergo the months-long training
schedule. Training focused on leadership development, organizational capacity, creating a
strategic plan for the neighborhood, community consensus building and first steps in project
implementation.
While sitting on various community boards and committees, BC committee members
helped inspire and encourage significant improvements in the Borough, including:
 development and sale of renovated row houses and new single family homes in the
Peebles Square Project
 a new comprehensive plan/business district study/5 year financial plan for the
 borough, which is nearing adoption
 tax incentives for new construction/ significant renovation through the newly formed
Joint Tax Committee of the Borough and School District
 tax compromise programs through the Joint Tax Committee that make it easier for
people or organizations to purchase abandoned and tax delinquent properties
 a new summer basketball program for kids called HOOPS, started with help from
Pittsburgh Steeler Charlie Batch, now in its second year
 the Wilkinsburg Sun, a monthly community newsletter delivered free to residents
provides the missing positive information about Wilkinsburg and the many efforts to
improve the community.
Recently re-certified as a Blueprint Community, Wilkinsburg has access to special
low-cost loan programs through FHLBank and a mini-grant for community development. BC
committee members include: Jason Cohn, Chairman, and Wilkinsburg Council member;
Mary Ellen Sullivan, PNC; Lazae LaSpina, Whitney Avenue Art Gallery; Greg Whitted, PHDA;
Michael Sriprasert, Pittsburgh History & Landmarks Foundation; Pam Cohn, Hamnett Place
Neighborhood Association; Tracey Evans, WCDC Executive Director and Wilkinsburg Council
member; and Ralph Yearick, WCDC board member.

www.wilkinsburgcdc.org
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Event Calendar
DECEMBER

……………………………..…….………..

Thursday 12/2

Business District Safety Meeting
8:30am -10:00am
WCDC Office
1001 Wood St.

Saturday 12/18

WCDC Board Meeting
9am -12pm
Wilkinsburg School Admin. Building
718 Wallace Avenue

WCDC Seeks Board
and Committee Members
WCDC seeks volunteers to fill vacancies for
three-year terms on its 15-member executive board. Time commitment includes
monthly board and committee meetings,
and special activities. Preference is given
to borough residents who can demonstrate
proven leadership skills and knowledge of
community development. Applications are
available at the WCDC office. Descriptions
of current committees and activities are
located on our website.

You can help to revitalize
Wilkinsburg by sending a
tax-deductible contribution to:

WCDC
1001 Wood St.
Wilkinsburg, PA 15221

***DONATE ON-LINE***

Wilkinsburg School District
www.wilkinsburgschools.org
District’s Coat Distribution
Benefits Community
For the second year, the Wilkinsburg
School District participated in the North
Hills Community Outreach Organization’s
community coat drive, distriibuting over 180
coats to adults and children. Velma Parker,
Attendance Officer and Homeless Liaison,
spearheaded the district’s efforts, receiving
over 200 new to gently used winter coats
from NHCO. With the support of District staff
and School Board President Karen Payne,
Parker hosted a coat distribution event
on Saturday, Nov. 6, at the Administration
Building.
Prior to the event, Ms. Parker identified
homeless youth within the district who were
most in need of winter coats. Additionally,
teen mothers within the District received
winter coats for their children, which had
been donated to the Project Elect program
based at the High School.
Wilkinsburg Head Start Program and
the Wilkinsburg Community Church also
took part in the coat drive.
“As a district, we are always striving
to be a strong institutional citizen of the
community,” said Ms. Parker. “The coat drive
gave us an opportunity to provide comfort
and warmth to members of our community,

A Pittsburgh Zoo staff member introduces Turner students to a Prehensile Porcupine

Pittsburgh Zoo Visits Turner
for Interactive Assembly
Turner

Elementary

School

enjoyed

students with a closer inspection of each

and we look forward to continuing these

an interactive and educational visit from

efforts year after year.

the Pittsburgh Zoo and Aquarium on

To maximize the educational nature

November 9. First through third-graders

of the assembly, Michelle Marker, of the

attended

on

Nutrition Group, was also on hand to

“Rainforest Rhythms,” which was sponsored

explain to students that the animals are on

by the Nutrition Group, in partnership with

special diets to ensure proper development.

the Pittsburgh Zoo and Reinhart Foods.

She also stressed the importance of making

an

exciting

assembly

The staff of the Pittsburgh Zoo brought

wise food choices to make sure we also

along their “Zoomobile,” which included

are nourished and healthy. Students were

three live animals to introduce to students.

encouraged to wear their favorite animal

The animals included a Prehensile Porcupine,

prints or colors, and they were treated to a

a Solomon Island Prehensile-tailed Skink,

zoo-themed lunch prior to the assembly.

and a Red-tailed Boa Constrictor.
When introducing each animal, the
Pittsburgh

Children try on their new winter coats.

animal.

Zoo’s

Education

“This

assembly

was

the

perfect

combination of education and excitement

Specialist,

for our kids,” said Turner Principal Tanya

Christine Noel, discussed their unique

Smith. “Meeting such unique animals and

features and characteristics, as well as their

formulating questions about them really

habitat and diet. Students were encouraged

sparked a great curiosity and enthusiasm in

to ask questions as Ms. Noel weaved

our students, which I’m confident will carry

her way through the audience to provide

over into the classroom.”
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Challenge Kicks Off Program at Wilkinsburg High School
excel in the areas of attendance, academic
excellence, academic improvement, and
community service will receive an award in
the amount of $250 for their efforts.
This year’s orientation incorporated a
baseball theme to challenge students to
become academic “all-stars.” “To be stars

Pictured front row, from left to right: Mr. Ernesto Ruffin, teacher, Kortaja Ferguson, and Chamel
Chase. Back row, from left: Samuel Rhone, Andre’ Bentley with Lifecare Hospitals of Pittsburgh, and
Kamau Dunmore, teacher.

The Challenge Program, Inc., a regional

businesses to motivate high school students

non-profit organization that provides high

both in and out of the classroom. This

school students with incentives for success,

partnership creates good habits in students

kicked off the program at Wilkinsburg High

and provides businesses with tangible results

School with an orientation assembly.

for their investments. Twelve students in the

The

program

partners

with

local

sophomore, junior, and senior classes who

in the game of life, students have to show
up, take their performance to the next level,
and always ‘throw’ something back to their
community. We can’t go through life with
catcher’s mitts on both hands,” said Mary
Dreliszak, senior manager of program
development for program.
LifeCare Hospitals sponsors the
student awards at Wilkinsburg High
School. André Bentley, Radiology Services
Manager for LifeCare Hospitals, addressed
the students about the qualities the
organization values in its employees.
Since 2003, the generous support of
businesses, foundations, and individuals,
has introduced the program to more
than 200,000 students and to date over
5,200 students have received $1.3 million.

Office Space for Rent
Rates starting
at $7/sq. ft!

2,396 sq. ft
2,124 sq. ft
1,830 sq. ft
396 sq. ft
330 sq. ft

1717 Penn Avenue | Less than ½ mile from
Greensburg Pike
Call Today!

412.242.5390

ID # 139251
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Crochet Instruction
Offered at Library

Greater Wilkinsburg
Chamber of Commerce

The Wilkinsburg Public Library may

www.wilkinsburgchamber.com
412.252.0234

offer things you are not expecting. For
example, for the last several months, staff
member Frankie Turner, has been offering

“Business After Hours”

crocheting classes.
Frankie’s mother taught her to crochet

Chamber members and friends are invited to the Holiday “Business After Hours”

when she was nine, and she’s been at it ever

gathering. Doug Duffus of Kenyon Jewelers is hosting the networking event at his store

since. Her students report loving her oneon-one instruction and her encouragement
to “learn something new.”
Classes are held at the Main Branch
(in the Borough Building) from 2–4 p.m. on
Mondays, and at the Eastridge Branch from
11 a.m.–1 p.m. on Saturdays.

Frankie’s

at 711 Penn Avenue on Thursday, December 9 from 5:30 to 7 p.m. Come and enjoy some
light food and talk about business.

Chamber Christmas Display
The Greater Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce extends the
warmest and most sincere of Christmas greetings to its members and

expertise is free, but students must bring

all the Wilkinsburg community. The Chamber exhibits these holiday

their own crochet hook and a ball of cotton

sentiments through the Christmas display in the Penn Avenue parklet.

yarn (the cost of both is about $5).
Register at 412-244-2940 or visit the

The Chamber reminds all of the Wilkinsburg businesses to

library’s web site at www.wilkinsburglibrary.org.

show their spirit by decorating their storefronts for the holidays and
asks residents have the happiest and safest of holidays.

Refuse Pick Up Changing
New Chamber Mailing Address
for Certain Property
The new mailing address for the Greater Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce is:
Owners on Jan. 1
Starting in the new year, property
owners of six or more unit buildings must
contract with a private hauler for refuse
collection, according to legislation adopted
by Borough Council this past fall.
The ordinance is posted on the borough’s
website at www.wilkinsburgpa.gov on the
Borough Council page under “Documents.”
Also a copy may be requested from the
Borough office at 412-244-2900 x 101.
Property owners who fail to provide for
waste collection services to their properties
will be assessed a minimum $500.00
administrative fee for each occurrence.

P.O. Box 86064, Wilkinsburg, Pa 15221.

Free Classes at East End Cooperative Ministries
Focus on Relieving Personal Stress
East End Cooperative Ministries (EECM)

Located in the East Liberty Presbyterian

offers a variety of free workshops that

Church, the center will be open Tuesdays

promote wellness and stress relief, including

and Thursdays starting in 2011. Attendees

instruction in dance and relaxation, through

must be 18 years of age or older.

its East End Community Stress Center.
Health and wellness screenings are
offered when the center is open.

◊
◊
◊
◊
◊

StressCenterCalendar.html

TREE PLANTING
continued from page 1

Brittany Apartments
1717 Penn Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15221
412.242.2407
www.BrittanyApartments.com

For more information on the EECM
Stress Center, visit http://www.eecm.org/

Call to find out
how to get a
FREE gift card!

FREE indoor parking
◊ Studios from $493
No gas bill!
◊ 1 BR from $600
Laundry facilities on each floor
◊ 2 BR from $736
24-hour emergency maintenance
Transportation at entrance of building

economically, our work is not done. This funding will help to beautify
the community and that is something we desperately need,” Preston
said.
Pennvest is an independent agency of the Commonwealth that
funds sewer, storm water and drinking water projects statewide
through federal grants and loans to improve the environment and
public health.
Created in 2004, TreeVitalize is a public-private partnership
with a mission of restoring tree cover in urban areas while educating
residents of the positive impact trees make on the environment.
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A dvertise in the Wilkinsburg Sun
412-818-0333
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