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Landmarks Housing Resource 
Center Opened in October

The handsome, newly renovated 
building is hard to miss when traveling on 
Rebecca Street. What used to be part of a 
Packard car dealership years ago is now 
the Landmarks Housing Resource Center, 
a project of the Pittsburgh History and 
Landmarks Foundation.

The center, which will offer resources 
to historic homeowners and urban 
dwellers, opened to the public on Oct. 16 
with an open house and workshop on how 
to “green” vacant lots.

The intent of the LHRC is to serve 
Wilkinsburg and the greater city area, said 
Michael Sriprasert, director of real estate 
development for Pittsburgh History and 
Landmarks Foundation.

“In essence, the LHRC will offer 
innovative and creative programming to 

encourage private investment, restoration 
and greening of and in communities.”

Sriprasert said that they chose to 
locate in Wilkinsburg in part because it is 
near a number of their restoration initiatives 
including the Crescent Building on Kelly 
Avenue.

More importantly, however, Sriprasert 
points to the community of Wilkinsburg, 
“The strength of the community and people 
coming together and saving buildings are 
important components. The strength of the 
community is evident.”

In 2010, for instance, over $10 million is 
being invested in Wilkinsburg.

While the LHRC will be primarily 
offering weekend workshops for now, 
Sriprasert hopes for expansion of services 
and support in the future.

The community enjoyed live music from Jimmy 
Sapienza’s Five Guys Named Moe, refreshments and 
activities for children, at the dedication of the new 
mural at 745 Penn Ave. on Tuesday, Oct. 12.  The 
mural, by artist Brian Holdermman, is part of the 
Wilkinsburg Community Development Corporation’s 
Public Art Program to preserve, restore, and enhance 
the Borough’s appearance through artistic expression.

The annual Wilkinsburg Holiday Parade 
is Saturday, Dec. 4, at 11 a.m. Starting at the 
fire department on Park Avenue, the parade 
will continue down Swisssvale Ave. and turn 
west down Penn Ave. toward the business 
district, then on Wood St. toward Wallace 
Ave., ending at the high school.

The parade is coordinated by 
Wilkinsburg Borough Council, the School 
District, and Parade Committee. Hosanna 
House’s Executive Director,  Leon E. 
Haynes, III, will be the Grand Marshal.

Holiday Parade Scheduled 
for December 4
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P.O. Box 86064 
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(412) 818-0333

Lynne Gordon, Editor

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Jason Cohn, President

Minister Linda Kirkland-Law, Vice President 
John Irwin, Treasurer 

Vanessa McCarthy-Johnson, Secretary 
Richard Bradford

The Wilkinsburg Sun is a free  
monthly community newsletter published 
by the volunteer Wilkinsburg Community 
Newsletter Board, with the support of the 

Wilkinsburg Borough, the Wilkinsburg 
School District, the Wilkinsburg Chamber 

of Commerce and the Wilkinsburg 
Community Development Corporation. 

The Sun is printed in Wilkinsburg by 
Mercury Printing. 

Please submit all articles and calendar 
events to: editor@wilkinsburgsun.com, 

412-901-5774, or by mail, P.O. Box 86064, 
Wilkinsburg, PA 15221. Please submit 

articles 6 weeks before publication and  
calendar events 4 weeks before  

publication. To advertise,  
e-mail adsales@wilkinsburgsun.com, 

or call (412) 818-0333

The Sun accepts submitted articles  
provided they are related to Wilkinsburg 
and are civic-minded. The Sun reserves 
the right to withhold articles from print.

Please note that The Sun does not 
publish political or opinion pieces.

Brittany Apartments 
1717 Penn Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA 15221 
412.242.2407 
www.BrittanyApartments.com 

◊ FREE indoor parking 
◊ No gas bill! 
◊ Laundry facilities on each floor 
◊ 24-hour emergency maintenance 
◊ Transportation at entrance of building 

◊ Studios from $493 
◊ 1 BR from $600 
◊ 2 BR from $736 

Call to find out 
how to get a 

FREE gift card! 

Wilkinsburg is going caroling on 
Saturday, Dec. 18 from 6-7 p.m. Groups 
will carol door-to-door, starting in a 
number of locations throughout the 
borough. All are welcome to participate. 
More information about the evening, 
which is being organized by Wilkinsburg 
Weed & Seed and Mad Dads of Greater 
Pittsburgh, is available by contacting 
Wilks15221@yahoo.com or (412) 475-
7444.

Wilkinsburg a’Caroling

The Wilkinsburg Sun would like to 
formally announce the naming of Lynne 
Gordon as the new editor of the Sun. Lynne 
is a longtime resident of the Borough and 
a graduate of Wilkinsburg High School.

Lynne brings her skills as a writer and 
graphic designer to the production of the 
Sun and is responsible for writing and 
editing stories as well as page layout.

The Board of the Wilkinsburg 
Sun would like to thank former editor 
Merle Jantz and former designer Helen 
Worsing for their hard work in making the 
Wilkinsburg Sun a successful vehicle for 
news and information for the residents 
of Wilkinsburg. Their dedication and 
professional work is greatly appreciated.

Sun Hires New Editor

Kathleen Rawlins, a Wilkinsburg 
resident, has been named the new Executive 
Director of the American Red Cross Beaver-
Lawrence Chapter. In her new role, Rawlins 
will manage all fundraising efforts and 
financial matters for the local Red Cross, 
in addition to overseeing the day-to-day 
operations of the chapter.

“I am looking forward to working with 
the Red Cross as we help the people of 
Beaver and Lawrence counties prevent, 
prepare for and respond to emergencies,” 
said Rawlins.

Rawlins brings 15 years of experience  
working at nonprofit organizations 

Kathleen Rawlins 
to Head Red Cross 
Chapter in North

continued on page 7
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Problems with trash pick-up?
Call 412.244.2923

Visit the Borough’s website at: 
www.wilkinsburgpa.gov

Wilkinsburg borough

UPCOMING MEETINGS

11/1 (Mon.) 6 p.m. Wilkinsburg Planning Commission

11/3 (Wed.) 7 p.m. Wilkinsburg Borough Council planning session

11/10 (Thurs.) 7 p.m. Council Budget Session

11/17 (Wed.) 5:30 p.m. Public Safety Committee

11/17 (Wed. 7 p.m. Wilkinsburg Borough Council legislative session

11/18 (Thurs.) 9:30 A.m. Finance Committee

11/22 (Wed.) 5:30 p. m. Tax Committee

11/24 (Wed.) 8 p.m. Capital Planning

12/1 (Wed.) 7 p.m. Wilkinsburg Borough Council planning session

12/6 (Mon.) 6 p.m. Wilkinsburg Planning Commission

12/7 (Tues.) 6:30 p.m. Community Art & Civic Design Commission

All meetings will take place in the Wilkinsburg Borough Building, 605 Ross Avenue.

IMPORTANT NUMBERS
Mayor’s Office  
(412) 224-2920

Borough Manager   
(412) 244-2900 ext 101

Borough Receptionist   
(412) 244-2900 ext 101

Finance Dept.   
(412) 244-2948

Code Enforcement   
(412) 244-2923

Public Works Dept.   
(412) 244-2934

Police Emergency  
911

Police Non-Emergency   
(412) 473-3056

Police Hotline (Complaint line) 
(412) 244-4300

Police Chief  
(412) 244-2915

Fire Emergency  
911

Fire Chief  
(412) 244-2931

Berkheimer  
Tax Administrator 
(866) 227-4716

Adult Library
(412) 244-2940

Children’s Library
(412) 244-2944

Eastridge Library 
(412) 342-0056

Weed and Seed  
(412) 244-0643

Wilkinsburg Comprehensive Plan Is Official
Residents will be hearing more about 

the Comprehensive Plan that Wilkinsburg 
Council recently approved in its final form.

The plan, which assesses every 
aspect of the municipality, offers long-term 
strategies for addressing public safety, 
housing, community life, the business district 
and fiscal concerns.

The document is available to the public 
on the borough website under the tab 
“Projects and Initiatives,” then “Wilkinsburg 
Plan.” 

The community is already seeing some 
changes because of the plan. The formation 
of the Wilkinsburg Community Development 

Corporation (WCDC) is just one example of 
plan-generated change. 

The WCDC has already hired a 
Beautification Coordinator as part of the plans 
for the revitalization of the business district.

After a real estate inventory, properties 
for sale and rent were listed at www.
downtownwilkinsburgparealestate.com 
several months ago. This led to a sale of a 
Wood St. property recently. In the months to 
come, new litter receptacles and main street 
banners will line Penn Ave. Executive Director 
Tracey Evans says that a tree replanting plan 
for the business district will begin in the 
spring. Much more is on the way

Wilkinsburg Borough Council

Mayor John Thompson 
412.244.2920 

mayorjt@choiceonemail.com

1ST WARD
blAckridge 

turner school 
hunter pArk AreA

Barbara Ervin
412.244.4939 ext. 314

Eugenia Moore 
Council President 

412.371.5337

Paige Trice 
412 871-5367

2ND WARD
beAcon hill 

princeton pArk  
johnston school AreA

Jason Cohn 
Council Vice President  

412.241.4536 
jcohn@wilkinsburgpa.gov

Vanessa McCarthy-Johnson 
412.867.5882 

vmccarthyjohnson@wilkinsburgpa.gov

Pamela Macklin 
412.242-4448 

macklin4council@aol.com

3RD WARD 
high school 
kelly school 

regent squAre AreA

Michael Lefebvre 
412.243-9978 

mlefebvre@wilkinsburgpa.gov

Carl Lewis 
412.403.2910 

cdlewiss@hotmail.com

Tracey Evans 
412.244.9588 

t.evans@wilkinsburgpa.gov
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Wilkinsburg 
D E V E L O P M E N T  N E W S  

November 
……………………………..…….……….. 
 
Thursday 11/4 
Business District Safety Meeting 
8:30am -10:00am  
Jean’s Southern Cuisine 
730 Penn Avenue 
 
Thursday 11/18 
WCDC Design Committee 
6:00pm—7:30pm 
WCDC Office—1001 Wood St 
 
Saturday 11/20 
WCDC Board Meeting  
9am -12pm  
Wilkinsburg School Admin. Building  
718 Wallace Avenue 
 
Additional meetings will be posted at: 
www.wilkinsburgcdc.org 
 
New Contributors 
……………………………..…….……….. 
Catered Elegance 
George Kantes 
 

www.wilkinsburgcdc.org 

Event Calendar 

State Representative Joseph Preston Jr. has granted a $25,000 request from the  
Wilkinsburg Community Development Corporation (WCDC) for funds to enhance the  
Wilkinsburg business district.  Funding, which is through the PA Department of Commu-
nity and Economic Development, will include promotion and marketing, office equipment 
and organizational development.   
 
In applying for the grant, WCDC requested funding to purchase banners for the business 
district; develop business district brochures; increase communications; develop and  
maintain a website; purchase equipment for community meetings; and conduct an annual 
plan review with the WCDC committees.   
 
“A lot of good things are happening in Wilkinsburg right now,” said Rep. Preston.  “I’m 
pleased to be able to fulfill this request, which should produce even more positive results.” 
 
Wilkinsburg Mayor John Thompson, who also serves as chairman of the WCDC, said, 
“We are grateful to Representative Preston for his on-going support of our community.  
We have many needs and this grant will help us rebuild a prosperous business corridor.” 

  
           You can help to revitalize  

Wilkinsburg  by sending a 
 tax-deductible contribution to: 

 
WCDC 

1001 Wood St. 
Wilkinsburg, PA  15221 

 
WCDC  

Receives  
$25,000 Grant  

from  
State Representative  
Joseph Preston, Jr. 

Tracey Evans—WCDC Executive Director, Leslie Patterson  - WCDC Vice-President, and 
State Representative Joseph Preston, Jr. 

The WCDC will host the November Business District Safety meeting at Jean’s Southern 
Cuisine—730 Penn Ave.  It’s been one year since these meetings began and we will  
review the positive progress that has been made with Police Chief Ophelia Coleman and 
Fire Chief Owen McAfee, and discuss next steps for 2011.  Join us Thursday, November 4, 
from 8:30am—10:00am.  Breakfast will be served and we hope to see you there!   

Business District Safety Meeting — Annual Breakfast 



 www.wilkinsburgsun.com 5

WILKINSBURG SCHOOL DISTRICT

Tigers Join Elite Ranks by 
Clinching 500th Win

When the Wilkinsburg Tigers defeated 

Our Lady of Sacred Heart at Robert Morris 

University on Sept. 25, they won their 500th 

game in team history. Wilkinsburg is the 

18th team in WPIAL history to win 500 

games. 

Following the game, Wilkinsburg 

players happily dumped a water cooler 

over the head of coach Ralph Brandon. 

When players returned to the high 

school, they were met with cheers from 

administrators and friends. 

“Our players were hungry,” said Coach 

Brandon. “They were really hungry.” 

To win the game, the Tigers rallied from 

a fourth-quarter 21-20 deficit. Perhaps the 

play of the game occurred when Wilkinsburg 

blocked a punt and recovered the ball at the 

OLSH 1-yard line.  Quarterback Rasheed 

Howard then ran the ball for the go-ahead 

touchdown on the next play. From there, the 

Tigers’ stout defense sealed the win. 

The Wilkinsburg School District, in 
partnership with Safe Kids Allegheny County 
and FedEx, celebrated International Walk 
Your Child to School Day with the “Walk this 
Way” Program, Wednesday, Oct. 6, at 7:30 
a.m. at Johnston Elementary School.

That morning, parents were encouraged 
to walk their children to school, where 
they were greeted by representatives and 
volunteers from Safe Kids and FedEx, along 
with Pennsylvania State Trooper Robin 
Mungo, who reviewed safety tips for both 
drivers and pedestrians.

Parents were then invited to enjoy 
a continental breakfast and a special 
discussion concerning pedestrian safety. 
Students were also treated to surprise 
giveaways.

As one of the Pittsburgh area’s few 
remaining “walking communities”—in which 
the majority of students walk to school 
as opposed to utilizing other means of 
transportation—the District is taking a 
special interest to ensure the safety of 
students as they make their daily trips to 
and from school. 

“The safety of our students is our top 
priority, not only when they are inside our 
buildings, but also when they travel to and 
from home,” said Superintendent Archie 
Perrin. 

‘Walk this Way’ Promotes 
Pedestrian Safety

www.wilkinsburgschools.org

Johnston students help encourage pedestrian safety.

To mark the occasion of Constitution Day on Sept. 17, 
a group of Wilkinsburg High School students took part in an 
International Student Summit on Cyber Security and Civil 
Liberties presented by the World Affairs Council of Greater 
Pittsburgh. 

The students connected to others, locally and around the 
world, through video conference and webcast, to discuss the 
tensions between cyber security and civil liberties issues. 

They were also able to question a distingished panel of 
experts that included Mr. Jaanus Kirikmae, Consul General of 
Estonia, and Mr. Ron Plesco, President and CEO of the National 
Cyber-Forensics Training Alliance. 

Senior Seasne Raney reflected: “I learned that the 
government does monitor your cyber activity, but that it’s for 
the greater good, and for the safety of our country.  I loved 
interacting with the other schools.”

Constitution Day Prompts High School Web 
Summit on Civil Liberties and Cyber Security
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Office Space for Rent 

1717 Penn Avenue | Less than ½ mile from 
                                          Greensburg Pike 

Call Today!     412.242.5390 

2,396 sq. ft 
2,124 sq. ft 
1,830 sq. ft 
396 sq. ft 
330 sq. ft 

Rates starting 
at $7/sq. ft! 

Some workshops have a small fee, 
while others cost nothing. So far, workshops 
have included how to green vacant lots, 
using recycling to save money on renovation 
projects and a Wilkinsubrg walking tour.

November workshops include:
Home Weatherization 101 with 

Conservation Consultants, Inc. will show 
homeowners how inexpensive fixes can 
bring you big savings. Participants will learn 
how to permanently reduce utility bills by 
making their homes more energy efficient. 
This workshop on Sunday, Nov. 14, 2–3:30 
p.m. is free.

Last-Minute Holiday Fixes with Hannah 
Arnold, experienced home renovator, will 
demonstrate quick fixes for those wanting to 
get their homes ready for holiday company. 
This workshop on Saturday, Dec. 4 from 
2 –3:30 pm is free.

All participants must RSVP to attend 
by contacting Mary Lu Denny, Pittsburgh 
History & Landmarks Foundation, 412-471-
5808 x527, marylu@phlf.org.

For an up-to-date list of events, 
Facebook users can look up the Landmark  
Housing Resource Center page.

LANDMARKS HOUSING RESOURCE CENTER 
continued from page 1Weatherization Program Available to 

Wilkinsburg Residents

Wilkinsburg homeowners or renters can now apply for the Action-Housing Energy 
Weatherization program. One-day registration will be held at the Hosanna House on 
Saturday, Nov. 6 at 3 p.m.

This weatherization program provides improvements to most home, condo or 
apartment dwellings that qualify at no cost to the homeowner or the renter. The 
program covers a home energy inspection, insulation, repairs of damaged windows, 
weatherization of doors, a water tank inspection, a safety-check of the furnace, and 
more. Applications and inquiries can be made at 412-281-2102 ext. 2056, by asking for 
Nikki or Floyd.

The Neighborhood Restoration Subcommittee of the Weed & Seed Program, in 
collaboration with Action Housing of Pittsburgh, brought this Allegheny County program 
to Wilkinsburg.  

For all general information contact:  Minister Linda Kirkland-Law at 412-628-8686, 
or Al Merritt at 412-342-1337.

Eligibility is determined by household size and gross (before taxes and deductions) 
income:

  Family Size  12-Month Income   

  1   $21,660.00       

  2   $29,140.00

  3   $36,620.00

  4   $44,100.00

  5   $51,580.00

  6   $59,060.00

  7   $66,540.00

  8   $74,020.00

  9   $81,500.00

  10   $88,980.00

Only one application can be submitted per residence within any fifteen-
year period at current address.

Sixty-eight Wilkinsburg youth attended Campaganza—the 
100th anniversary celebration of the Boy Scouts of America 
meet on Sept. 25 at Moraine State Park in Butler.

And Step, Inc.—through grant funding—provided two 
school buses, all meals and chaperones for the Wilkinsburg 
participants. Over 1,000 people participated in the meet. The 
And Step, Inc. leadership assessed the interaction and traveling 
as valuable for social skills and plan to make more monthly 
events available to Wilkinsburg youth, including transportation.

Upcoming events include a 3-day youth leadership summit 
and a 10-day entrepreneur workshop at Valley Forge, Pa in April. 
Both events are for students in grades 9 or 10.

Those interested in further information about And Step Inc. 
should contact Roger W. Baker at 412-371-0703 from 9 a.m. to 
5 p.m.

68 Youth Attend Boy Scout Meet

ID # 139251
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Chamber Meeting Schedule
The Greater Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce (GWCOC) holds board meetings on 

the third Thursday of every month at 8 a.m. 
Meetings are open to chamber members and are held at the Wilkinsburg Borough 

building. To receive more information about GWCOC or to sign up for upcoming events 
please visit wilkinsburgchamber.com or call 412-242-0234.

Chamber Meeting Schedule
The 46th Annual Wilkinsburg Gives Thanks Breakfast will be held on Tuesday, Nov. 23. 

Anyone who has not received an invitation may contact info@wilkinsburgchamber.com or 
call 412-242-0234.

“Business After Hours” News
Chamber members and friends gathered at Nine Mile Run on Trenton Ave. and enjoyed 

a wonderful evening of food and networking hosted by Lisa Brown and Brenda Smith on 
Sept. 30. The Chamber is thankful to Nine Mile Run for the work they do and for opening 
their doors. More information is available at ninemilerun.org.

The next Networking After Hours will be held at Kenyon Jewelers on Dec. 9. The 
chamber welcomes all members and business owners interested in joining the chamber.

Greater Wilkinsburg 
Chamber of Commerce
www.wilkinsburgchamber.com 
412.252.0234
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For the eighth consecutive year, the 
Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra will 
perform a Community Engagement Concert 
for Wilkinsburg. The concert, conducted by 
PSO Conductor Thomas Hong on Tuesday, 
Nov. 16 at 7 p.m. at the Wilkinsburg High 
School Auditorium, will benefit the music 
programs in the school district.

Tickets cost $7 for adults, $3 for students 
K-12, and $5 per person for groups of 10 or 
more.  Tickets may be reserved by calling 
412-871-2125.

PSO Performs for 
Wilkinsburg November 16

throughout the region with her to the Red 
Cross.

Most recently she worked as Deputy 
Director of Operations and Development 
for Strength, Inc., a Wilkinsburg-based 
nonprofit offering non-traditional, spiritually 
based services designed to empower 
people and communities.

Rawlins holds a Bachelor of Arts in 
business management and business 
communications from Carlow College and 
master of Science degree in nonprofit 
management from Robert Morris University.

Rawlins will relocate to Beaver Falls to 
assume her work in Beaver County.

Social Networking for 
Closely-Held Businesses

Thursday, November 18 
from 7:30 -10 a.m. 

at Hosanna House, 807 Wallace 
Avenue, Wilkinsburg, Pa. 15221

Learn how to enhance your 
marketing efforts with social 

networking!

Presented by The Greater Wilkinsburg 
Chamber of Commerce 

In Partnership with
The University of Pittsburgh.
$15 for Chamber Members

$25 for Non-Members 

Register at 
info@wilkinsburgchamber.com or 

call 412-242-0234
Sign up today - Limited Seats 

Available.

RAWLINS
continued from page 2
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Thanksgiving is November 25.


