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Wilkinsburg’s Jordan Howard powers past  defender 
in the Tiger’s last playoff game against the Beaver 
Falls Tigers.

Community Garden Project to Bloom this Year

Tigers Cap Season 
with Playoff Run

continued on next page

Mayors Luke Ravenstahl and John Thompson discuss the Fire Service agreement between the City of 
Pittsburgh and the Borough of Wilkinsburg at a press conference March 21. See story on page 3.

Finishing with an overall record of 18-7, the 

Tigers, led by first-year head coach Reuben 

Coleman, made exciting runs through both the 

WPIAL and PIAA tournaments. The Tigers’ post-

season run came to an end with a loss to the 

Beaver Falls Tigers in the second round of the 

PIAA playoffs, 69-55. 

A community garden project in the 

Hamnett Place neighborhood is one of three 

recipients of up to $25,000 in grant funding 

from Allegheny County.

The funds—part of the county’s 

Community Development Block Grant 

allocation—were awarded to a joint 

partnership of the Pittsburgh History & 

Landmarks Foundation (PHLF) and a group 

of residents who have formed the Hamnett 

Place Garden Association. The grant will be 

disbursed over a two-year period and will 

be used by the residents to cover costs of 

planting an urban garden on a 19,000 square-

foot lot at 502-504 Jeannette Street. 

Such costs include technical 

expertise, and gardening equipment and 

seedlings. Allocated through Allegheny 

Grows, a program of the county’s 

Department of Economic Development, 

the grant will supplement a $25,000 

grant secured by PHLF from the Heinz 

Endowments for the redevelopment of 

blighted and vacant lots in Wilkinsburg.

As part of that process, PHLF 

partnered with the non-profit social 

enterprise, Growth Through Energy and 

Community Health (GTECH) Strategies 
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The public is invited to see a 

demonstration of the archive preservation 

process at the April meeting of the 

Wilkinsburg Historical Society. In conjunction 

with the Wilkinsburg Public Library, the 

society has been working on digitizing the 

history of Wilkinsburg, converting the fragile 

history that is on paper to a permanent 

digital format which will be accessible online. 

Librarian Linda Jennings will present this 

program on Monday, April 18, at 7:30 p.m. in 

the Wesley room of the South Avenue United 

Methodist Church. Attendees should use rear 

Ross Avenue entrance. The meeting is free 

and refreshments will be served.

Archiving Demonstration 
Offered on April 18

to help the Hamnett Place residents craft a 

site map of the vegetable garden and what 

could be an “imagination garden,” where 

Wilkinsburg youth and their parents can 

venture outdoors and apply their creativity. 

PHLF and GTECH have facilitated 

a series of community garden meetings 

at the Housing Resource Center at 744 

Rebecca Street to get community input 

from neighborhood and borough residents 

interested in participating in the project. For 

more information, contact Rachel Courtney 

at hamnettgarden@gmail.com.

continued from page 1

Pittsburgh Historic Landmark Foun–

dation and First Niagara Bank will host 

a Facade Improvement Workshop on 

Wednesday Apr. 27 at 8:30 a.m.. Presenters  

Free Workshop on How to Improve Your Storefront

These colorful greetings have been brightening the Wilkinsburg packages for Meals 

on Wheels recipients this year. They are the work of GED students from Forbes Road CTC, 

which meets in Hosanna House

GED instructors Debbie Nickzad and Francine Taggert say that their students have 

partnered with Wilkinsburg Community Ministry (WCM) to deliver the  cards to the seniors.  

They have made cards for Thanksgiving, Christmas, Valentines and St. Patrick’s Day. 

Nickzad says, “About 10 students are involved during the course of the project, usually 

at the end of the day or a break between studies.”

The students give the project care and thought. Nickzad says that the valentines “were 

woven hearts with the message ‘You’re my cup of tea,’ and included a tea bag.” The students 

also decorated the bags that Meals on Wheels delivered on March 23 for the special Mayors 

for Meals event, in which Mayor Thompson, Fire Chief Owen McAfee, and others helped to 

deliver meals to raise senior hunger awareness. 

The Wilkinsburg Community Ministry (WCM) is looking for volunteer drivers and runners 

to deliver meals to senior citizens in Wilkinsburg weekdays from 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  Even 

one day a month is a big help  Those interested in helping their neighbors in need should 

contact Marcia Haley at 412-241-8072.

GED Students Brighten 
Senior Meals

will discuss topics such as what type 

of improvements may help a business 

get noticed, how to create eye-catching 

window displays, and how to get financial 

assistance. This event is free and open to all 

business and commercial property owners. 

A continental breakfast will be served.

The workshop will be at the Landmarks 

Housing Resource Center, 744 Rebecca 

Ave. Interested parties should RSVP by Apr. 

25 to karamagi@phlf.org or 412.471.5808 

ext. 547.

COMMUNITY GARDEN

Allegheny County Camp Cadet, a youth 

camp for enhancing an understanding of law 

enforcement, is now taking applications for 

boys and girls between the ages of 12 and 14.

There is no cost to cadets. Interested 

youth must submit applications no later 

than April 15. For more information, visit 

www.alleghenycountycampcadet.org or call 

Allegheny County Police 412-473-1322.

Camp Taking Applications
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PROBLEMS WITH TRASH PICK-UP? CALL 412.244.2923

Wilkinsburg borough

UPCOMInG MEETInGS

4/4 (Mon.) 6 p.m. Wilkinsburg Planning Commission

4/6 (Tues.) 7 p.m. Wilkinsburg Borough Council planning session

4/20 (Wed.) 5:30 p.m. Public Safety

4/20 (Wed.) 7 p.m. Wilkinsburg Borough Council legislative session

4/21 (Thurs.) 9:30 A.m. Finance Committee

4/25 (Mon.) 5:30 p.m. Tax Committee

4/26 (Tues.) 7:00 p.m. School Board Meeting (718 Wallace Ave.)

4/27 (Wed.) 6:30 p.m. Capital Planning

5/2 (Mon.) 6 p.m. Wilkinsburg Planning Commission

5/4 (Wed.) 7 p.m. Wilkinsburg Borough Council planning session

All meetings are at Wilkinsburg Borough Building, 605 Ross Avenue. unless noted.

Important numbers

Mayor’s Office	 	
(412)	224-2920

Borough Manager		 	
(412)	244-2900	ext	101

Borough Receptionist		 	
(412)	244-2900	ext	101

Finance Dept.		 	
(412)	244-2948

Code Enforcement		 	
(412)	244-2923

Public Works Dept.		 	
(412)	244-2934

Police Emergency	 	
911

Police Non-Emergency  
(412)	473-3056

Police Hotline	(Complaint)	
(412)	244-4300

Police Chief	
(412)	244-2915

Fire Emergency	
911

Fire Chief	
(412)	244-2931

Berkheimer  
Tax	Administrator	
(866)	227-4716

Adult Library
(412)	244-2940

Children’s Library
(412)	244-2944

Eastridge Library	
(412)	342-0056

Weed and Seed  
(412)	244-0643

www.wilkinsburgpa.gov

Six non-Profits Give Payments in Lieu of Taxes

Wilkinsburg is home to many non-profit organizations and 

churches—all of which are exempt from local taxes according to 

federal law. However, the following organizations have made donations 

to the borough in the last six months totaling over $7,000:

• Hosanna House, Inc.

• The Children’s Institute

• Western Pennsylvania School for the Deaf

• New Testament Baptist Church

• South Avenue United Methodist Church

• Covenant Fellowship Reformed Presbyterian Church

These payments in lieu of taxes are known as PILOTs and go 

toward the expense of municipal services.

The borough expresses their appreciation for their civic minded 

contributions.

As residents have been hearing for some time, the Borough 

of Wilkinsburg is in the process of consolidating its fire service 

with the City of Pittsburgh. The Borough will be contracting the 

Pittsburgh Bureau of Fire to provide fire protection and related 

services.

The consolidation plan was developed by a task force comprised 

of management and labor representatives from both communities. 

At the time this issue went to press, the City was to begin providing 

services effective April 1, 2011. The consolidation will result in a 

dramatic increase in fire response over what the Borough is currently 

able to provide, and full-time firefighters will continue to be stationed 

at the Borough Building 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days a 

year. Below are some key points about the consolidation:

• Pittsburgh Bureau of Fire will provide fire protection 

services to Wilkinsburg under the terms of an intergovernmental 

cooperation agreement. 

• The Pittsburgh Bureau of Fire will maintain a staffed fire 

station in Wilkinsburg’s municipal building.

• Station 2 will close. The Borough is looking at options of 

how to use the building going forward. 

• Wilkinsburg’s first alarm response will improve from 8 

firefighters to 24 firefighters responding to structure fires.

• The staffed fire engine in Wilkinsburg will respond to 

emergency calls in both Wilkinsburg and Pittsburgh.

• Wilkinsburg received a FEMA grant, and will be 

purchasing a brand new rescue pumper for use in the Borough. 

• The company assigned to the Wilkinsburg station will 

provide fire prevention services in Wilkinsburg including smoke 

detector installation and fire safety 

inspections and education.

• Pittsburgh has offered employ–

ment to all full-time Wilkinsburg 

firefighters, including the chief. 

• Pittsburgh will provide Wilkins–

burg with Emergency Management 

Coordination Services.

• The Borough will continue to 

honor the pension obligation to the 

Wilkinsburg Fire Department retirees. 

• The term of the contract is 15 

years and renews every 5 years. 

• The Borough projects to save 

between $500,000 and $800,000 a year 

through this consolidation. 

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT

Wilkinsburg and Pittsburgh Enter 
into Fire Service Agreement
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D E V E L O P M E N T  N E W S  

www.wilkinsburgcdc.org 

   You can help by sending a 
 tax-deductible contribution 

to: 
WCDC 

1001 Wood St. 
 Wilkinsburg, PA  15221 

 
***DONATE ON-LINE*** 

Event Calendar 

April 
……………………………..…….……….. 
Thursday 4/7 
Business District Safety Meeting 
8::30-10am  
WCDC Office—1001 Wood St. 
 
Saturday 4/16 
WCDC Board Meeting  
9-11am  
Wilkinsburg School Admin. Building  
718 Wallace Avenue 
 
Tuesday 4/19 
Economic De velopment Co mmittee  
1-2pm 
WCDC Of fice—1001 Wood St.  
 
Wednesday 4/26 
Façade Improvement Workshop  
8-9:30am 
Housing Re source Center  
 
Thursday 4/28 
WCDC Design Committee 
6-7:30pm 
WCDC Office—1001 Wood St 
 
May 
……………………………..…….……….. 
Thursday 5/5 
Business District Safety Meeting 
8:30-10am  
WCDC Office—1001 Wood St. 
 
Thursday 5/5 
Small Business Financing Workshop 
6pm 
Hosanna House 817 Wallace Ave. 
 
Thursday 5/12 
WCDC Annual Meeting 
6-8pm 
Hosanna House 817 Wallace Ave. 

Small Business Financing Workshop  
The WCDC is proud to host a small business financing workshop on May 5, at 6:00pm at  
Hosanna House in the 2nd floor dining room.  The event is free for existing and start up         
businesses in the Wilkinsburg area.  The purpose of the workshop is to provide an 'insider' look 
at how commercial loan applications are underwritten and to share resources that will help     
businesses prepare for successful loan applications.  Presenters include John T. Quinn, Loan 
Representative, Business Banking and Ray Garofalo, Asst. Vice President, Community          
Development, Dollar Bank, Becky MacBlane of the Regional Development Funding Corporation 
and John Dobransky Small Business Development Center, University of Pittsburgh Center for 
Entrepreneurial Excellence.    
 
For additional information, contact  412-727-7855  or info@wilkinsburgcdc.org. 

STATE REPRESENTATIVE 
 JOSEPH PRESTON, JR. 

Wilkinsburg Community Development Corporation 

Last year the WCDC and Nine 
Mile Run Watershed Association 
developed a street tree plan for 
the business district.  This 
spring, the first of those trees will 
be planted in several areas.  The 
WCDC will assist with planting 
and maintenance of a healthy 
street tree inventory.  View the 
completed plan on our website. Simulated images of Business District Trees 

April Showers Bring: Trees  
to the Business District 

Façade Improvement Funding Available — but not for long !  
Thinking about fixing up your building this spring?  Time is running out to apply for up to $5,000 to 
make improvements to your building.  The WCDC is facilitating a grant provided by the PA  
Department of Community and Economic Development to the Borough of Wilkinsburg.  The Façade 
Improvement Grant is a 50/50 matching grant which funds up to 50% of the total project cost, with a 
maximum of $10,000.  Applications and the WCDC Façade Improvement Guidelines are available on 
our website.  Any projects will need to be approved by the WCDC and completed by the end of May 
in order to be eligible for reimbursement.  If you’ve been thinking about this program, now is the time.  
Currently, the Governor has not allocated any funding to this program  so it is unlikely to be offered 
again.  Call our office with any questions at 412-727-7855. 

Wilkinsburg Community Development Corporation  | 1001 Wood Street | 412-727-7855 | info@wilkinsburgcdc.org 
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WILKInSBURg SCHOOL DISTRICT

www.wilkinsburgschools.org

Students enjoy reading in groups in Kelly’s new Literacy Lounge

Kelly Unveils “Literacy Lounge”
Kelly students are enjoying a new learning area dedicated to reading, the “Literacy 

Lounge”—formerly the Bell Tower. Stocked with an array of books for students of all ages 

and plenty of comfortable seating areas, the lounge encourages students to work on their 

reading skills when they have time outside of the classroom. 

Kelly sixth-graders contributed their design skills to the layout of the lounge, which 

features bright and inviting colors, by helping to select and arrange the furniture. 

The Literacy Lounge officially opened on Mar. 2 with a special ribbon-cutting ceremony. 

Teachers are free to use the lounge as a classroom, as it is also equipped with a whiteboard. 

Teachers can also use the Lounge to assign “partner reading” activities to students. 

“It’s important that our kids be excited about reading,” said Principal Christine French. 

“I hope that the Literacy Lounge will be a place that students look forward to visiting, and I 

hope it enables them to view reading as an enjoyable outlet, and not as a chore.”

Legendary Pittsburgh-area musicians Etta Cox and Al Dowe visited 
Johnston Elementary School on Feb. 17 to present their “Gateway 
to Music” school program. The program takes students on a unique 
musical experience that chronicles the evolution of black music 
throughout history. 

The musical journey began with Cox teaching students about 
how, centuries ago, African slaves used special songs to secretly 
communicate with each other. These songs later became known as 
Negro spirituals, and they often utilized the musical tool, “call and 
response.” Cox enlisted audience participation to demonstrate this.

From there, guided by Cox and her band, students journeyed to 
the musical realm of “the blues” and then to  world of jazz, where 
she taught them about three mainstays of the genre: syncopation, 
improvisation, and scat singing. Students lent their own vocals to 
some of the jazz selections by repeating various scat syllables on cue. 

Next, Cox visited the genre of doo-wop, and sang a rousing version 
of the Coasters’ classic, “Yakety Yak.” After doo-wop, the musicians 
performed several classic Motown hits and ended with a look at the 
birth of hip-hop by Cox performing “Rapper’s Delight.” 

“This was an incredible experience for our school—staff and students 
alike,” said Principal Rosalind Fisher. “The concert was a fun and 
engaging way for students to learn about an important element of 
black history.”

WHS Students to 
Compete in August 
Wilson Monologue

This spring, students at Wilkinsburg 

High School will have the chance to compete 

in a national August Wilson Monologue 

Contest, organized by Kenny Leon’s “True 

Colors” Theatre in Atlanta, Georgia. 

One of the organizers of the competition, 

Pittsburgh native and Hollywood actor Bill 

Nunn, will coach participating students 

during once-a-week practice sessions, 

which will begin in early March. Nunn is 

famous for his work in such movies as 

“Sister Act,” “Do the Right Thing,” “He Got 

Game,” and many others.

The first round of the competition will 

consist of regional monologue contests in 

such cities as Pittsburgh, Atlanta, Chicago, 

Seattle, New York, and Boston. The other 

Pittsburgh-area high schools that will be 

competing are CAPA, Obama (formerly 

Schenley), and West Mifflin. Students will 

perform a one- to two-minute monologue 

from any of August Wilson’s plays. 

The top three performers from each city 

will win the chance to go to New York, where 

they will compete on Broadway! The three 

national winners will be offered scholarships 

to attend Point Park University. 
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Check Out the Library
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Story Time at Children’s Library

Every Tuesday, from 11 a.m. until noon, 

Molly Herbert, the Children’s Librarian, 

reads young people a book, just as she has 

read to many of the current generation’s 

brothers, sisters and parents in the past.  

After witnessing so many children grow up 

in the library, she knows just which book 

to choose to engage a young reader’s 

attention, and just how to bring a story to 

life. For more information, call Molly at 412-

244-2944, or visit the library’s web site at 

www.wilkinsburglibrary.org.

New Titles

Getting to Happy by Terry McMillan.   

Long-awaited sequel to Waiting to Exhale.

Strike three, 

Marley! by Susan 

Hill.  Now the star 

of a new I Can 

Read! series, Marley 

brings his trademark 

misbehavior to the 

world of beginning 

readers.  Ages 4-8.

Rags and Riches: Kids in the Time of 

Charles Dickens by Mary Pope Osborne.  An 

illustrated, non-fiction companion to the 

same author’s A Ghost Tale for Christmas 

Time; explores what life was like for children in 

the workhouses, orphanages and mansions 

of Victorian England.

Bert O’Malley, a 

native of Wilkinsburg, has 

been awarded the 2011 

Ernst Schering Prize for 

international excellence in 

medicine and basic biological 

and chemical research.

O’Malley, currently the 

chair of molecular and cellular 

biology at Baylor College 

of Medicine in Houston, 

explains what he does: “I work on how 

hormones turn our inherited genes (DNA) on 

and off. If this is not done correctly, it leads 

to diseases of reproduction, metabolism, 

and cancer.”

O’Malley discovered the “master 

regulatory molecules” called coactivators, 

that control all functions of genes.” The 

coactivators play an important role in 

diseases, especially cancer.

“We are working now on 

a whole new class of drugs to 

regulate the coactivators—

and the immediate application 

is to breast and prostate and 

lung cancers,” he says.

The prestigious prize 

includes a cash award of 

50,000 euros, which will be 

awarded to him in Berlin this 

September.

O’Malley got interested in medical 

research when, as a medical student, he 

worked in a lab to support his family.

He has been at Baylor since 1973, 

but remembers fondly growing up in 

Wilkinsburg—great friends and friendly 

people. Wilkinsburg, he says, has always 

had “good transportation to suburbs and 

center city of Pittsburgh.” His relatives still 

live in the area.

To the youth in Wilkinsburg today, 

O’Malley says, “Somewhere out there in the 

grade/high schools, there are some young 

students that could excel in science and 

contribute to society in that fashion. Just 

give science a chance—it’s fascinating and 

the best job in the USA.”

Wilkinsburg native Receives Prize for Medical Research 
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Social Media 
Implementation:  
Take Your Business to the Next Level

Presented in partnership with:

Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce
presents

Do you have a Facebook, Twitter or LinkedIn – but do not how to get 
your business on the sites? Do you want to learn step-by-step how to 
best use the features available to you?
These topics and more will be addressed when Robert Stein discusses the 
intricacies associated with implementing social media for your small business. 
Learn step-by-step how to get your business on Facebook, LinkedIn, and 
Twitter. 

Already on these sites? 
We will review all the basic features of the sites as well as some advanced 
ones. Having your business on a social network can effectively promote your 
business online at little or no cost – now learn how!

Friday, April 29, 2011 - 7:30 - 10 AM
Hosanna House - 807 Wallace Avenue - Room 414 - Wilkinsburg, PA 

Sign Up Today Limited Seats Available 
$15.00 per person for members of the Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce

$25 per person for non-members
Register at info@wilkinsburgchamber.com  or call 412-242-0234

Jim Butler, President 
ID # 139251 

 PROFESSIONAL MORTGAGE CONNECTION, LLC 
 

412-672-5060 
 

(Licensed by the PA Department of Banking) 

“Unique Home Loan Programs” 

The University of Pittsburgh Cancer Institute is now taking applications for the 2011 UPCI 

Summer Academy, which prepares high school rising seniors to further their studies in science, 

technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) subjects and to consider careers in cancer care 

and research. Most students will receive a stipend of $2,320. 

Participants spend daily time in a cancer research laboratory, as well as other enriching 

activities. Young people who are interested in biomedical careers and jumpstarting their exposure 

to the sciences, can apply at www.upci.upmc.edu/summeracademy.
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FREE FEDERAL 1040EZ

Trinity Christian
High School

 Varsity BasketBall

senior night

Trinity Christian
vs.

Winchester-Thurston

February 9, 2011

Trinity Christian
Senior Athletes

Rebekah Garard
Basketball  (4 years)

Katherine Gordon
Basketball (4 years)

Anneke Harger
Volleyball (4 years)

Riley Hassell
Soccer (4 years), Basketball (1 year), Track (3 years)

Morgan Jeffries
Track (1 year), Basketball (1 year)

Garret Keibler
Soccer (4 years), Track (3 years)

Nathan McGuire
Soccer (4 years), Track (2 years)

Jonah Rickus
Soccer (3 years), Track, (1 year)

Michael Robinson
Soccer (4 years), Track (4 years)

Scott Whitaker
Soccer (4 years) Track (4 years)

Carrie Wright
Volleyball (4 years)

Trinity Christian School
Quality Classical Christian Education

Since 1953 • Fine Arts • Excellent facilities 
• Athletic members WPIAL & PIAA 

• Competitive SAT scores • Accredited

www.trinitychristian.net
412-242-8886

299 Ridge Ave., Forest Hills, PA


