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Several fourth and fifth graders from PUCS show 
off some of their finds during trash pick up.

See Page 2 

for Summer 

Activites in a 

Glance.

Volunteers Lead Neighborhood Beautification Projects

continued on page 6 

 Dump truck drops off trash picked up in the 
community at the DPW trash site.

Art in the Park starts in June at 6:30 p.m. 
on Thursday nights. The fun is at the parklet 
on Penn Avenue in the business district. The 
poster pictured above was designed by Brian 
Holderman, who painted the mural that is in the 
parklet.

Spring brought multiple beautification projects to Wilkinsburg. 

Two of those projects were Pittsburgh Urban Christian School 

(PUCS)  Trash-a-Thon and Wilkinsburg’s Weed and Seed REDD 

Up event. A few more events are promised for the summer.

7th Annual PUCS  Trash-A-Thon

About 120 students from PUCS, along with parent volunteers 

and teachers, picked up trash in Wilkinsburg on May 20. 

The event, called the Trash-a-thon, has been held annually for 

the last seven years. The students work exclusively in Wilkinsburg—

one way that PUCS, which is located at 809 Center Street—gives 

back to the 

community.

According to 

parent volunteers 

Rhonda Hall and 

Jenn Moore, the 

Tr a s h - a - t h o n 

also picks up heavy trash like old tires and 

abandoned furniture in alleys.

Individual students seek sponsorship for 

their participation. All money earned goes to 

the school’s scholarship fund.

The Nine Mile Run Watershed 

Association helps sponsor the event, 

supplying vests and gloves.

The Annual REDD Up

Wilkinsburg volunteers accomplished 

some spring cleaning on April 30 during 

the annual Spring REDD Up event. Forty-

two volunteers worked on designated 

areas, including with residents on Campbell 

Street (headed by James Heflin), Mill Street 

(headed by Corene Scott), Montier and Clark 

Streets (headed by Vernette Singletary), 

and Tennis and Sewer Ways (headed by 
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Art in the Park
On Thursdays in June, July, and 

August from 6:30–8:15., the borough and 

the Wilkinsburg Community Development 

Corporation is sponsoring Art in the Park.

 The opening day, June 2, is Kid’s Day, 

featuring activities for children and the 

Wilkinsburg Band. Another highlight will be 

the Wilkinsburg Idol Auditions on June 30. 

All events are at the Penn Avenue Parklet.

Art in the Park, Penn Ave. Parklet, June 

2–Aug. 25, Thursdays, 6 :30– 8:15 p.m.

Wilkinsburg Library Book Sale and 

Flea Market, Main Library, Friday, June 

3, through Saturday, June 11 (except for 

Sunday) from 10 a.m.-5 p.m.. 

Wilkinsburg HOOPS, June 6 through 

July 16; Championship Day, Hunter Park, 

Saturday, July 16 – 12 pm

Wilkinsburg Farmer’s Market, Ross 

Ave. parking lot, Thursdays, 3-6 pm, 

June 16 – Nov. 17

MADDADS Father’s Day Celebration, 

Center and Whitney Avenues on June 18.

Greater Pittsburgh MADDADS 

Anniversary, August Wilson Center, on 

June 25.

Wilkinsburg Health Fair, Penn Avenue 

Parklet, Friday, July 29 – 12pm

Wilkinsburg Community Day, Penn 

Avenue Parklet, Saturday, July 30.

5th Annual Neighborhood Clean Up 

Day, 1300 Swissvale Ave., Aug. 6.—9 

a.m.–3 p.m.

*Sun graphic courtesy of Salvatore Vuono.

Summer in a GlanceWilkinsburg Friends 
and News on Facebook

Looking for Wilkinsburg community 

online? Here are several Facebook hot spots:

I Was Raised in Wilkinsburg

This group currently has 1,567 members, 

who share what street they grew up on (this 

thread has 408 comments),  who remembers 

Bell Drugstore, and where  people live now 

(this thread has 161 comments)—as well as  

other nostalgia and current news.

I Attended School in Wilkinsburg

With over 500 members, the posts here 

span several decades.

Wilkinsburg Community Reunion

This new event created on Facebook is a 

weekend event planned for August 2012. The 

creators are looking for people to help plan 

the event. It already has over 175 participants.

Landmarks Housing Resource Center

If you are a friend of this page, you 

will hear about any free seminars for 

homeowners and landlords and other events 

held at the Landmarks Housing Resource 

Center in Wilkinsburg on Rebecca Ave.

Wilkinsburg Christian Housing

This page is about a new organization 

that is renovating abandoned houses in 

Wilkinsburg. It has 77 friends.

Wilkinsburg Sun

This page that already has 212 friends 

offers news and human interest stories that 

happen between issues of the newsletter.

Blessings in a Backpack is proceeding well at Johnston Elementary in Wilkinsburg.  

Every Friday, 215 children receive a backpack with non-perishable food inside to take home 

for the weekend. Volunteers help to unpack the food purchased in bulk Thursday morning. 

Then more volunteers come after school to pack the backpacks.  

Enough donations were received to fund the program April and May.  Now they are 

trying to raise money for the 2011-2012 school year.  It only takes $80 to feed one child for 

the entire school year on the weekends.  They call it “The Power of 80.”  Donations can be 

sent to: Blessings in a Backpack:, P.O. Box 14296, Plum, PA 15239

As soon as the prorgram is funded at Johnston school, leaders plan to move on to Turner 

and Kelly and help parents and volunteers get the program started at those Wilkinsburg 

schools.  Go to blessingsinabackpack.org to read more about this awesome program.

‘Blessings in a Backpack’ Powered by 
Volunteers, Seeks Contributions

MADDADS Anniversary and Benefit
MADDADS’ 5th Year Anniversary 

Celebration and Benefit Concert “Beyond 

the Block” will be held at August Wilson 

Center for African American Culture, 

Saturday, June 25 from 5:30–9 p.m. Tickets 

are$25 per person/$30 at the door. For more 

information please contact George Spencer 

at greaterpittsburgh@maddads.com.
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PROBLEMS WITH TRASH PICK-UP? 
CALL 412.244.2923

Wilkinsburg borough

UPCoMiNG MeetiNGS

6/6 (Mon.) 6 p.m. Wilkinsburg Planning Commission

6/7 (Tues.) 7 p.m. Wilkinsburg Borough Council planning session

6/15 (Wed.) 5:30 p.m. Public Safety

6/15 (Wed.) 7 p.m. Wilkinsburg Borough Council legislative session

6/16 (Thurs.) 9:30 A.m. Finance Committee

6/22 (Wed.) 6:30 p.m. Capital Planning

6/27 (Mon.) 5:30 p.m. Tax Committee

6/28 (Tues.) 7:00 p.m. School Board Meeting (718 Wallace Ave.)

7/1 (Wed.) 7 p.m. Wilkinsburg Borough Council planning session

7/6 (Mon.) 6 p.m. Wilkinsburg Planning Commission

All meetings are at Wilkinsburg Borough Building, 605 Ross Avenue. unless noted.

Important numbers

Mayor’s office   
(412) 224-2920

Borough Manager    
(412) 244-2900 ext 101

Borough Receptionist    
(412) 244-2900 ext 101

Finance Dept.    
(412) 244-2948

Code enforcement   
(412) 244-2923

Public Works Dept.    
(412) 244-2934

Police emergency  
911

Police Non-emergency  
(412) 473-3056

Police Hotline (Complaint)  
(412) 244-4300

Police Chief  
(412) 244-2915

Fire emergency  
911

Fire Chief 
(412) 244-2931

Berkheimer tax Administrator
(866) 227-4716

Adult Library
(412) 244-2940

Children’s Library 
(412) 244-2944

eastridge Library

(412) 342-0056

Weed and Seed  
(412) 244-0643

www.wilkinsburgpa.gov

Wilkinsburg Recycling Recognized by DeP

The Borough of Wilkinsburg has 

recently received two grants that will help 

retool for the future.

The  first is a grant for $17,000 for a 

Land Use Planning and Technical Assis–

tance Program from the Commonwealth’s 

Department of Community and Economic 

Development (DCED).

This money will be used to implement 

a recommendation contained in the 

Borough’s comprehensive plan adopted 

last September to update the existing 

zoning ordinance. (A copy of the plan is 

available at www.wilkinsburgpa.gov.

The funds will be used to hire 

consultants to help develop a new 

zoning ordinance aimed to support the 

revitalization of the business district and 

residential areas, the conservation of 

undeveloped land, the attraction of new 

residents, and the improvement of the 

quality of life, while maintaining parks and 

preserving heritage.

The second for $50,000 is for an Early 

Intervention Program (EIP) grant, also from 

the DCED, to implement recommendations 

from reviews and audits complete through 

an earlier EIP process.

The funds will be used to help accredit 

the police department, update the reporting 

and organizational systems of the building 

and code enforcement departments, 

improve information technology manage–

ment at the borough, and address vacant 

property issues more effectively.

The results of the first grant are 

scheduled for action within six months, and 

the plans for the second grant plans are 

scheduled to be completed by fall of 2012.

Wilkinsburg recently was awarded a 

$4,873 state recycling grant, according to 

State Rep. Joseph Preston, Jr. 

The grant, provided through the 

Recycling Performance Grant Program, is 

based on 562.5 tons recycled in 2009 and the 

municipality’s population.

“Pennsylvania has been a nationwide 

leader in its overall recycling and programs 

like this one show how the state, municipalities 

and residents have worked together to bring 

about these successful efforts,” Preston said.

Through the program, the state provides 

incentive to help Pennsylvania’s communities 

increase the amount of materials recovered 

through recycling and promote economic 

growth through job creation and market 

expansion.

The grant is in addition to other funds that 

the Department of Environmental Protection 

allocates to municipalities to establish and 

maintain recycling programs.

Borough Receives 
Grants for Upgrades to 
Policy and Systems
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D E V E L O P M E N T  N E W S  

www.wilkinsburgcdc.org 

STATE REPRESENTATIVE 
 JOSEPH PRESTON, JR. 

Small Business Financing Workshop  
Offers Tools for Success 
 
The Wilkinsburg Community Development Corporation (WCDC) hosted a 
small business financing workshop in May at Hosanna House.  The free 
event was open to existing and start-up businesses in the Wilkinsburg 
area.  
 A packed room included 10 participants, four presenters and 
three representatives of the WCDC.  The workshop provided an “insider” 
look at how commercial loan applications are underwritten.  The purpose 
was to provide financing resources to businesses and help them prepare 
for successful loan applications. 

Presenters included John T. Quinn and Ray Garofalo from Dollar 
Bank; Rebecca MacBlane, Regional Development Funding Corporation; 
and John Dobransky, Small Business Development Center, University of 
Pittsburgh Center for Entrepreneurial Excellence.   

Among the attendees was Leslie Parr, who that day had just 
signed a lease to open a day-care center at 906 Wood Street.  A retired 
school teacher, she plans to serve about 70 children.  “I came here     
looking for ways to finance my equipment needs,” she said.  “I hope to 
have my business open on June 1st.” 

Another participant was long-time Wilkinsburg resident Shawn 
McAtee.  She has been looking for suitable space for about 18 months to 
start a shared office space environment.  Not a business incubator, her 
business plan is to provide professional services in a shared               
arrangement. 

The workshop is one of many programs the WCDC has initiated 
to help revitalize the Wilkinsburg business corridor.  Additional information 
on these resources is available through the WCDC office at our office.   If 
you’re interested in more programs like this, we’d love to hear from you! 

Wilkinsburg Community Development Corporation  | 1001 Wood Street | 412-727-7855 | info@wilkinsburgcdc.org 

Wilkinsburg Community Development Corporation 

J. T. Quinn—Business Banking, Dollar Bank 

Ray Garofalo—Community Development,  Dollar Bank 

Rebecca MacBlane—ED, Regional Development Funding Corp. 
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WILKInSBURg SCHOOL DISTRICT

www.wilkinsburgschools.org

District Pursues Middle States 
Accreditation, Seeks involvement

Key Club Partners with 
Nine Mile Run Watershed 
Association to Design 
Rain Garden 

Members of Wilkinsburg High School’s 

Key Club are partnering with the Nine Mile 

Run Watershed Association (NMRWA) on 

a special service learning project that will 

culminate in the unveiling of a brand new Rain 

Garden adjacent to the high school. The Rain 

Garden Project is the direct result of the Key 

Club’s industriousness and willingness to 

take a proactive role in the improvement and 

beautification of their school environment. 

Having already met with Nine Mile 

Run representatives on several occasions, 

students are playing a major role in the 

planning and design of the garden. They 

identified the appropriate site for the garden, 

as well as made recommendations on the 

specific flowers and plants they would like to 

incorporate. 

Not only will the Rain Garden be a 

visually appealing addition to the area, but 

it also will serve a practical purpose that 

will benefit the community.  The rain garden 

will essentially be a planted depression that 

will enable rainwater runoff to be properly 

absorbed. This reduces rain runoff by 

allowing stormwater to soak into the ground.

Contractors have already begun the 

process of clearing the area and preparing 

it for the installation of the Rain Garden. 

The garden is expected to be completed on 

June 9. 

In the recent past, the Wilkinsburg 

School District has undertaken certain 

initiatives to improve the quality of education 

provided. Specifically, the district is nearing 

the completion of a rigorous core curriculum. 

To effectively implement the core curriculum, 

administrators have expanded professional 

development offerings and placed renewed 

emphasis on incorporating the practice of 

reading and writing across all subject areas. 

Accordingly, the District has determined 

to seek recognition of the positive impact 

of these efforts by undergoing the Middle 

States Accreditation process. By pursuing 

accreditation for the district, administrators 

aim to establish to the community—

particularly parents—that students are 

receiving a quality education that will 

prepare them to be productive members of 

the community. 

The Middle States Accreditation process 

will affect the improvement of education by 

evaluating the degree to which schools have 

attained meaningful goals set forth by its own 

staff and community. By choosing to engage 

in this process, the District is making the 

proactive decision to invite an outside entity 

to help implement changes that will improve 

both school performance and school climate. 

Community involvement will be key 

in helping the District move through the 

accreditation process. Before accreditation 

In celebration of Mother’s Day, Wilkinsburg School District’s Attendance Office, 
in collaboration with Board President Karen Payne presented a special Mothers’ 
Luncheon on May 7 for the District’s “Families in Transition.” The event was held 
to honor the mothers and children in our district who demonstrate strength and 
perseverance in overcoming adversity. 

The luncheon was held at the Wilkinsburg High School Cafeteria. The venue was 
changed into a café style setting, with quiet jazz playing in the background to 
provide a relaxing atmosphere for guests. The cafeteria was divided into halves: on 
one side the children made tissue flower bouquets and special Mother’s Day cards, 
and on the other side the mothers were able to make a special gift for themselves. 
Grandmothers were invited to the event as well. Special corsages were made for the 
parents and grandparents. A mini buffet was provided for the families, with door 
prizes and treat bags for the children.

can be attained, the District—with the help of 

the greater community must first complete a 

comprehensive self-evaluation of  schools. 

The intent is not to focus on shortcomings, 

but to seek remedies for inadequacies and 

identify and nurture good practices. 

Toward that end, the District invites 

members of the community to join the District 

as it works to achieve school improvement 

through the Middle States Accreditation 

process. Beginning in June, the Middle 

States Steering Committee will meet every 

third Wednesday of the month at 1: PM at the 

District Administration Building located at 718 

Wallace Avenue. Those interested in attending 

these meetings and being a catalyst for 

meaningful change in our schools can contact 

Director of Curriculum and Instruction, Dr. 

Patricia Grey at greyp@wilkinsburgschools.

org or high school teacher Dominic Woods 

at (412) 871-2469 or via email at woodsd@

wilkinsburgschools.org.

While the District has only recently 

begun the process, it is already encouraged 

by positive trends at the high school level. 

The High School’s Academic Team placed 

second in the African American History 

Bowl held at the August Wilson Center, 

and 30 secondary students were recently 

treated to dinner at the LeMont for having 

achieved honor roll or high honor roll for 

three consecutive grading periods. 
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Check out the Library

WS

Summer Reading Clubs for Adults & Children

The Adult Summer Reading Program—

called Novel Destinations—begins June 6 

and runs through July 30. You can register 

at either Main or Eastridge. Read as many 

books as you like, complete a short form for 

each title, and enter your forms in a prize 

drawing.  First prize is a $25 gift card at Eat 

N’ Park; 2nd is a $10 GetGo card, and 3rd 

place, a $5 GetGo card.

To find out about the Kids Program call 

the Children’s Library at 412-244-2944, or 

the Eastridge Branch at 412-342-0056.

New at the Library

Read It Before You Eat It: How to Decode 

Food Labels and Make the Healthiest 

Choice Every Time by Bonnie Taub-Dix.   A 

nationally recognized nutrition expert tells 

shoppers exactly what should be going into 

their carts.

The Little Black Book of Success : Laws 

of Leadership for Black Women by Marsha 

Haygood and others.  

“Sound advice, 

practical tools, and 

warm wisdom,” 

Publishers Weekly.

Mirror image: 

A Daniel Rinaldi 

Mystery by  Dennis Palumbo.  First novel, 

set in Pittsburgh.

Searching for Tina Turner  by Jacqueline 

Luckett.  “Lena well knows how divorce 

changes everything as friends, and even 

children, choose sides. Seeking guidance 

and support, Lena discovers the wisdom 

of singer and survivor Tina Turner, using 

Turner’s story as a road map to finding 

her own happiness and a way back to her 

dreams. In her debut novel Luckett delivers 

a strong, likable heroine who comes through 

her crisis by recognizing her true worth and 

empowering herself. Luckett’s triumphant 

tale will rally readers of all backgrounds,” 

Booklist.

Wilkinsburg HooPS 
Starts in June

The basketball league, Wilkinsburg 

Hoops, plays June 6 to July 16. The league 

is for boys and girls, ages 5–18.

The championships will be at Hunter 

Park on Saturday at July 16 at noon. For 

more information, call  412-867-5882.

Wilkinsburg Boys 
and Girls Club offers 
Summer Camp

The Boys and Girls Club will hold 

a summer day camp from June- mid 

August, Mondays through Friday from  8 

a.m. to  5 p.m. For more infromation, call 

412-242-4742.

5th Annual Neighborhood Cleanup Day Slated for August 6

For the last four years, Wilkinsburg neighbors and friends have given their time to 

improve the Park Triangle area of the borough (along such streets as Montier, Swissvale, 

Hunter and Clark). This year, the project coordinators are hoping to get record participation.

Cleanup Day workers not only pick up trash and weeds, clear vacant lots, but also 

board up vacant houses, often adding some paint to beautify the neighborhood.

Volunteers are to meet in the parking lot of Covenant Fellowship Church at 9 a.m. or 

after to be part of a work team and to get work materials—located at 1300 Swissvale Avenue 

(at Hill Ave. near former Bell’s Drug Store).

The flier for the event reads “Why? Because together we can make our neighborhood 

a nicer place to live, work and worship, and to make it a safer place for our children to play. 

And because we want everyone to know that this neighborhood is worth it.”

Neighborhood Cleanup Day is organized by Covenant Fellowship Church. Materials and 

support are being provided by the Borough of Wilkinsburg and Allegheny County Weed & Seed.

A before-and-after look at two vacant houses that got a facelift on last Clean Up Day.
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Chamber Meeting Schedule

The Greater Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce (GWCOC) holds board meetings 

on the third Thursday of every month at 8 a.m. 

Meetings are open to chamber members and are held at the Wilkinsburg Borough 

building. To receive more information about GWCOC or to sign up for upcoming 

events please visit wilkinsburgchamber.com or call 412-242-0234.

“Business After Hours”

Members of the Greater Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce are invited to summer 

“Business after Hours” on July 7 from 4:30–6 p.m. to meet and share ideas with fellow 

chamber members at the Farmer’s Market at the parking lot on Ross Avenue across from 

Sav-a-Lot.

Don’t miss the
 Wilkinsburg Farmers Market

every Thursday
through November 18

3–6 p.m. in the Ross Avenue Parking Lot

Fresh • Locally Grown

In less than seven months, employers 

across Pennsylvania will need to withhold 

local earned income taxes from their 

employees, regardless of where the 

employees live, in accordance to Act 32, 

passed by PA legislature last year.

The Wilkinsburg Kiwanis invited Thomas 

Butts from Keystone Collections on May 5 

to explain the new law to local businesses. 

Keystone Collections has been selected as 

the tax officer for the Allegheny North and 

Allegheny County Southeast Tax Collection 

Districts (comprised of 60 and 45 political 

subdivisions, respectively).

According to Butts, to comply with the 

new law, an employer will need to determine 

an employee’s residency. The withholding, 

based on residency, will be submitted to 

Keystone who will distribute the revenue to 

the appropriate municipalities.

Forms are available to help employers 

comply with the new law. A Local Earned 

Income Tax Residency Certification Form is 

available on keystonecollects.com—as well 

as frequently asked questions and answers 

and other helps.

The new law was passed to try to 

simplify Pennsylvania’s collections and 

increase compliance. Up until now, 560 

taxing authorities have been collecting 

nearly $1.9 billion annually for more than 

2,900 local taxing jurisdictions. Under the 

new law, the number of collectors will be 

reduced from 560 to 69.

Butts said that lost revenue to local 

municipalities in Pennsylvania has been 

estimated at $100,000,000 annually under 

the current process. Municipalities like 

Wilkinsburg, could recover needed tax 

revenue under the new system, because 

those who employ Wilkinsburg residents 

outside the borough will be responsible 

to get Wilkinsburg earned income tax to 

Wilkinsburg.

Every employer in Pennsylvania will be 

responsible for complying with the new law 

by the new year to avoid penalties.

New Law 
Brings New 
Requirements 
for employers “Our mission is to improve the 

economic, civic and cultural 
well being of the community.”

Greater Wilkinsburg 
Chamber of Commerce
www.wilkinsburgchamber.com 
412.252.0234
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Jim Butler, President 
ID # 139251 

 PROFESSIONAL MORTGAGE CONNECTION, LLC 
 

412-672-5060 
 

(Licensed by the PA Department of Banking) 

“Unique Home Loan Programs” 

Shannon Bennett).  Many other neighbors were out cleaning up 

in their blocks, such as residents on South Avenue. Roy Clark, 

interim manager of the Department of Public Works, coordinated 

DPW trucks and staff to survey and pick-up over 20 dump truck 

loads of debris, tires, trash in the borough.  

Wilkinsburg School District Board President Karen Payne 

helped with telephones, and Velma Parker, attendance and truant 

officer, grilled hot dogs at the DPW garage for volunteers. Also 

volunteering were Lindsay Ruprecht, community development 

coordinator for Action Housing and resident, and Glenn Freund, 

another resident. Resident Loretta Rose assisted with one of the 

groups in their clean-up effort, and Beverly McCoy, local resident 

stopped by to shared some of her ideas for upcoming clean up 

projects. Many others stopped by to say that they really care 

about their community and wanted to help clean.   

Weed and Seed Site Coordinator Gail Mitchell-Hall said that 

because of this collaborative effort several residents have asked 

for help in creating block clubs.  “We need more support and local 

residents to take the initiative to coordinate in their own specific 

areas and to work together to keep their own streets clean,” she 

added.

Mitchell-Hall also said that additional volunteers will be 

coming into Wilkinsburg in the near future and asked that 

residents begin to plan small groups for beuatification projects 

and contact the Weed and Seed office at 412-244-0643 for 

assistance. Coordination and collaborating is the way for us to 

“eat this elephant one bite at a time,” she said. 

Donations for REDD Up were provided by: Karen Payne and 

Velma Parker (coffee and donuts), The Wilkinsburg Rotary (monetary), 

Wilkinsburg Beverage (water and ice) and Save-A-Lot (hot dogs and 

buns).

Beautiful Blocks Project

As The Wilkinsburg Sun goes to press, the Beautiful Blocks Project 

is scheduled for June 2. Over 50 Keys Service Corps volunteers are to 

come to the borough to help residents who formed project groups to  

beautify their neighborhoods.

5th Annual Cleanup Day

This annual beautification project targets the Park Triangle 

neighborhood and is scheduled for Agust 6. See article on page 6.

BEAUTIFICATION PROJECTS, continued from page 1

WilkSunJun.indd   8 5/27/11   11:15 AM


