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Architect’s rendering of the restored Crescent Apartments.

Wilkinsburg Becomes a 
Nixle Community

Most citizens would appreciate bring 

alerted by phone or e-mail of emergencies. 

Now citizens of Wilkinsburg can take 

advantage of technology to do exactly that.

Wilkinsburg authorities are now 

participating in Nixle.com services. This 

means that those who want free alerts on 

their phone or computer about everything 

from road closures or parades to crimes and 

fires can subscribe and be informed about 

what is happening in their community.

According to Nixle.com, its services 

were born from the tragedy of September 11 

and its desire to inform and protect citizens.

Individuals can register at Nixle.com  by 

entering an e-mail address and cell phone 

number where they would like to receive 

Crescent Apartments To Be 
Occupied by Autumn of this Year

continued on page 6

The once-majestic Crescent Building—for 

many years now a dangerously dilapidated 

eyesore along Kelly Avenue—will be fully 

renovated to high-style, affordable rentals and 

occupied by two dozen new families before the 

end of the year.

Pittsburgh History & Landmarks Foundation 

(PHLF) is driving the $8.6-million renovation 

project, which will wed contemporary interior 

construction, fittings and amenities with 

the eccentric building’s fine old traditional  

architecture and masonry for a stunning three-

story residential structure.

The Crescent Apartments project also 

includes the Wilson House development, built 

at a separate but related historic apartment 

building one block away on Jeanette Street. 

Together, the two renovated structures will 

provide 27 new rental units.

Even better news—the rental units will 

be affordable. Rentals will be $430 per 

month for one-bedroom units. Two- and 

three-bedroom apartments will be $550 and 

$625 per month, respectively.

The apartments will feature central 

air conditioning and major appliances. 

Water charges will be included in the rent 

and tenants will be responsible for electric 

and heating bills. Those tenant-borne 

costs should be reasonable, owing to the 

efficiency of the units and their newest-
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messages and an address or zip code so 

Nixle knows what community news to send.

Customizing accounts allows sub–

scribers to receive the exact information that 

they want. Other locations of interest can be 

added, for instance. Under “Settings,” users 

can subscribe to certain kinds of news.

A “help desk” is provided at Nixle.

“We are still learning the system 

ourselves and deciding who should be 

authorized to send what types of messages 

out,” explains Sgt. John Snyder. “So far we 

have had great feedback from the police- 

oriented messages that have been sent.”

Baseball Sign-Ups Continue
Wilkinsburg Baseball Association sign 

ups are every Saturday in March from 10 a.m. 

to 2 p.m. in the borough building’s lobby. 

No library Tax Help This Year
Unlike years past, tax preparation help 

will not be offered at the Wilkinsburg Borough 

Building this month. The library tried to staff 

the program but was not able to find enough 

volunteers willing to train for the IRS/AARP 

program, according to a memo from Betsey 

Swartz, the library’s relations and project 

manager. The library hopes to find volunteers 

for next year’s tax season.

Jerome Garrett, president of the 
Wilkinsburg Historical Society, and Jim Richard, 
past president, place wreath at the statue of 
President Abraham Lincoln Saturday, Feb. 12.

“It is good to remember those who saved 
the nation,” said Richard, who led a committee 
to restore the statue to its pedestal in 2001.

The copper Mr. Lincoln is nearing a century 
in age. In 1916, Wilkinsburg school children 
collected dimes for the statue, which stands 
where the Lincoln Highway leaves Penn Avenue 
to join Ardmore Blvd. 

Surprisingly, similar Lincolns can be seen in 
other cities across the nation. The statue is one 
of seven designed by sculptor Alfonso Pelzer 
and produced from 1898 to 1920 by the W. H. 
Mullins Company. The other locations include 
Boise, Ida.; Fremont, Neb.; Lincoln, N.J.; and 
Detroit, Mich. 

All the statues look very similar and depict 
the president as holding the Emancipation 
Proclamation in his one hand and stretching out 
his other to the people.

Property Assessment Help
Allegheny County is conducting a 

new assessment of all 575,000 parcels. On 

March 12, from 2–3 p.m. at the Landmarks 

Housing Resource Center on Rebecca Ave.  

in  Wilkinsburg, county residents can learn 

everything they need to know about the 

reassessment process; how it might affect 

property owners, and how to prepare an appeal 

of an increased tax assessment, if need be, from 

Greg Beinacki a tax attorney with Pittsburgh-

based Real Estate Tax Consultants Inc. Light 

snacks will be served.

Teens Help Senior
On a Saturday, before the holidays, a 

67-year-old female resident of Clark Street 

heard her doorbell ring. Standing in the 

doorway were three older male teenagers 

with her car keys. It was four o’clock.

“Are these yours?” they wanted to know. 

Apparently, they had found them in the key 

hole on the trunk of her red Colbalt.

Indeed, they were hers and had been left 

there since 11 a.m. that morning when she 

had brought in groceries and stashed a few 

Christmas-related items in her trunk.

The woman, who wants to remain 

anonymous, was deeply touched by these 

teens who could have  taken her belongings, 

or worse, her car.

“We’re always so quick to jump on our 

teens and tell them how bad they are,” she 

said. She wanted others to know about 

the responsibility and kindness of teens in 

this neighborhood, at least  one whom she 

recognized as a student of the commununity 

high school.

The woman, who works for a family 

health support agency, gave the teens a 

modest reward for their honesty and help.

The Wilkinsburg Historical Society begins 
its 2011 program year on Monday, March 21, 

at 7:30 pm in the 
Wesley Room of 
the South Avenue 
United Methodist 
Church. Please 
use the rear Ross 
Avenue entrance. 

The free program is a slide show celebrating 
the past 100 years of W.H.S. The public is 
welcome and refreshments will be served. 

The Wilkinsburg Historical Society 
has just published a 170-page Wilkinsburg 
High School Century of Learning, 1911-2011 
which contains nearly 600 photo images—
available to purchase for $15. This price is 
slightly higher than originally projected due to 
increased publication costs.

Program to Celebrate 100th 
Birthday of High School
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PROBLEMS WITH TRASH PICK-UP? CALL 412.244.2923

Wilkinsburg borough

UPCOmiNg meeTiNgS

3/2 (Wed.) 7 p.m. Wilkinsburg Borough Council planning session

3/7 (Mon.) 6 p.m. Wilkinsburg Planning Commission

3/8 (Tues.) 6 p.m. Wilkinsburg Municipal Authority & Commercial & Ind.

3/10 (Thurs.) 6 p.m. Wilkinsburg Redvelopment Authority

3/16 (Wed.) 5:30 p.m. Public Safety

3/16 (Wed.) 7 p.m. Wilkinsburg Borough Council legislative session

3/17 (Thurs.) 9:30 A.m. Finance Committee

3/22 (Tues.) 7:00 p.m. School Board Meeting (718 Wallace Ave.)

3/23 (Wed.) 6:30 p.m. Capital Planning

4/6 (Wed.) 7 p.m. Wilkinsburg Borough Council planning session

All meetings are at Wilkinsburg Borough Building, 605 Ross Avenue. unless noted.

Important numbers

Mayor’s Office	 	
(412)	224-2920

Borough Manager		 	
(412)	244-2900	ext	101

Borough Receptionist		 	
(412)	244-2900	ext	101

Finance Dept.		 	
(412)	244-2948

Code Enforcement		 	
(412)	244-2923

Public Works Dept.		 	
(412)	244-2934

Police Emergency	 	
911

Police Non-Emergency  
(412)	473-3056

Police Hotline	(Complaint)	
(412)	244-4300

Police Chief	
(412)	244-2915

Fire Emergency	
911

Fire Chief	
(412)	244-2931

Berkheimer  
Tax	Administrator	
(866)	227-4716

Adult Library
(412)	244-2940

Children’s Library
(412)	244-2944

Eastridge Library	
(412)	342-0056

Weed and Seed  
(412)	244-0643

www.wilkinsburgpa.gov

Positions Available
Director of Public Works

The director of Public Works directs and supervises the activities 

of all public work personnel. While primarily administrative in nature, 

the position also require the director to perform work in the field  which 

may include the operation of equipment and vehicles. The director 

must posses the ability to prioritize, plan and schedule in order to 

ensure the effective and efficient operation of all public works facilities 

including storm and sanitary sewers, municipal buildings and grounds 

to include parks, facilities and parking lots, public works vehicles, 

road signs and traffic signals, municipal composting facility, and the 

Borough’s roadway system.

Heavy physical demands may be required, including working in 

hot, wet and humid conditions to sub-zero temperatures, lifting up to 

125 lbs., bending and twisting, crawling, kneeling and crouching.

Position requires: Bachelor’s degree in engineering, public 

administration or related field; a minimum of five years progressively 

responsible experience as a management level employee, preferably 

in municipal management or public works; possession of valid PA 

Motor Vehicle License, preferably a CdL Operator’s license, Class B 

with Air Brake Endorsement.

Director of Code Enforcement
The director of Code Enforcement directs and supervises the 

activities of all code enforcement personnel. The  director must 

possess the ability to prioritize, plan and schedule in order to 

ensure the effective and efficient operation of the department and 

develop a proactive process by which to respond to and address the 

enforcement of all municipal codes and ordinances, which includes 

building, zoning, land development and property maintenance codes, 

the inspection of construciton sites, the correction of violations and 

the issuance of permits.

Moderate physical demands may 

be required including some walking and 

standing on uneven terrain, climbing stairs, 

ladders or structures, and operation of a 

motor vehicle.

Position requires: bachelor’s degree 

in civil engineering, public administration 

or related field; a minimum of five years 

progressively responsible experience as a 

management level employee; possession 

of a valid PA Motor Vehicle License and 

working knowledge of computer tracking 

sytems and basic GIS programs. Building 

Code Official Certification preferred.

For complete job descriptions, contact the 

Borough offices.

The Borough is close to reaching an agreement with the 

City of Pittsburgh on merging fire departments. The move, 

which will dramatically increase fire coverage and lower costs to 

Wilkinsburg residents, is expected to take place in early Spring. 

Stay tuned to the Sun and to the Borough website for more 

information as it becomes available. Additionally, the Borough 

plans on sending a postcard to residents to inform them when 

the merger is happening.

The deal will continue the groundbreaking service sharing 

that the the Borough began by contracting the City to collect 

refuse.

Fire Service Agreement between 
Wilkinsburg and Pittsburgh Close
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Wilkinsburg 
D E V E L O P M E N T  N E W S  

www.wilkinsburgcdc.org 

           You can help to revitalize  
Wilkinsburg  by sending a 

 tax-deductible contribution to: 
WCDC 

1001 Wood St. 
 Wilkinsburg, PA  15221 

 

***DONATE ON-LINE*** 

Event Calendar 

March 
……………………………..…….……….. 
Tuesday 3/1 
Economic Development Committee 
1:00-2:00pm 
WCDC Office—1001 Wood St. 
 
Thursday 3/3 
Business District Safety Meeting 
8:30-10:00am  
WCDC Office—1001 Wood St. 
 
Thursday 3/24 
WCDC Design Committee 
6:00-7:30pm 
WCDC Office—1001 Wood St 
 
Saturday 3/26 
WCDC Board Meeting  
9-11am  
Wilkinsburg School Admin. Building  
718 Wallace Avenue 
 
Additional meetings will be posted at: 
www.wilkinsburgcdc.org 
 
New Contributors 
……………………………..…….……….. 
Metro Family Practice, Inc. 
Wilkinsburg Lardas LTD Partnership 
 

WCDC Welcomes New Board Members 

 
The WCDC will be 
installing new  
banners in the  
business district this 
spring. 
 
Designed by:  
Ray Appleby  
 
Funding by:  
Representative 
Joseph Preston, Jr.  
TriState Capital Bank  
PA DCED  
WCDC 

As part of our continued organizational capacity and board development goals, the WCDC  
welcomes four new Board members in 2011. 
 
Vernon R. Brown has over twenty years experience in the profession of architecture with  
projects in the Borough of Wilkinsburg such as the Save-A-Lot supermarket, Hosanna House 
and several residential projects being examples of his commitment to the community.  He is a 
member of Naomi’s Way, “Inc.”, a non-profit organization in Wilkinsburg that operates the Wal-
lace Avenue Soup Kitchen and member of the Dunamis Baptist Church.  
 
James P. Butler has been involved with the WCDC for several years as interim Executive  
Director and consultant to TriState Capital Bank.  Mr. Butler is the President of Professional 
Mortgage Connection, LLC & Vista Consulting Services Inc. and has more than 25 years in  
non-profit management and consulting.   
 
Glenn McKenzie is a financial advisor with Morgan Stanley Smith Barney.  He also  
received advanced training in financial services with Ayco, a subsidiary of Goldman Sachs.  
He holds a Carnegie Mellon University MBA and received a J.D. from the University of 
Pittsburgh.  Glenn lives in Point Breeze with his wife and two daughters.  
 
Cameil Williams is CEO of Williams Management Solutions LLC and specializes in  
program and project management, contract negotiations and diversity consulting.   
Ms Williams has been recognized by the New Pittsburgh Courier as a Woman of  
Excellence and received the US Small Business Administration’s Minority Advocate Award. 
 
The WCDC Board meetings are always open to the public, and we welcome your input and 
participation.   

 

  

 

 

STATE REPRESENTATIVE 
 JOSEPH PRESTON, JR. 
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WILKInSBURg SCHOOL DISTRICT

www.wilkinsburgschools.org

Wilkinsburg cheerleaders rally the students against bullying.

School launches Anti-Bullying 
Campaign with Kick-Off Assembly

In order to ensure an educational 

environment that is most conducive to 

student learning, Wilkinsburg Middle School 

and High School is increasing its efforts 

to promote positive and healthy student 

behavior and conduct. One of these efforts 

is the “See Something, Say Something” 

anti-bullying campaign, led by district 

developmental Advisor, Monique Brown, 

which began with a kick-off assembly on 

Friday, January 28, 2011 at the High School 

Auditorium. The assembly also included 

a tribute to the legacy of dr. Martin Luther 

King, Jr., and reminded students of his 

strongly held policy of non-violence.

WPXI-TV News weekend anchor 

danielle Nottingham served as MC for the 

assembly, and recited an excerpt from one 

of dr. King’s speeches.

Wilkinsburg students, teachers, and 

administrators participated in the assembly 

and used creative and entertaining measures 

to emphasize to the audience the dangers 

of bullying, including the “So You think You 

Can WRIPE” poetry/rap contest.

 The motto of the campaign, “See 

Something, Say Something,” is designed 

to empower students to speak out against 

instances of bullying, and to foster an 

environment in which all students feel 

comfortable to approach teachers or 

administrators to report any troubling 

incidents. By actively involving students 

through the “See Something, Say 

Something” campaign, the district is 

confident that students will feel an increased 

sense of ownership in their school, along 

with a collective responsibility to protect the 

safety and security of their fellow students.

 “We are taking a proactive stance to 

ensuring that our educational environment 

is most conducive to student learning,” 

said Superintendent Archie d. Perrin, Jr. 

“As a district, it is our pledge to maintain an 

atmosphere that nurtures our community 

of learners, and the ‘See Something, Say 

Something’ campaign will be a powerful tool 

in that regard.” 

With current Board-adopted science 

and math curricula already in place, the 

Wilkinsburg Literacy Curricula for the Middle 

and High School are nearing completion. 

They will encompass reading, English, and 

language arts. development of the literacy 

curriculum for elementary is now underway. 

“One of Wilkinsburg School district’s 

goals is to have standards-aligned curricula 

that are rigorous, culturally relevant, 

aligned to Pennsylvania standards, and 

that are taught, tested and evaluated,” said 

dr. Patricia Grey, director of curriculum, 

assessment and instruction. 

In addition to the development of a 

complete literacy curriculum, changes have 

already been implemented to the delivery of 

classroom instruction to increase reading 

proficiency among secondary students. 

Specifically, the practice of reading and 

writing has become more of a focus across 

all subject areas, such as social studies, 

math, science, and even home economics. 

Also, reading will be taught at the secondary 

level to those students who demonstrate a 

need for further instruction. 

The district is developing new 

assessment measures for students, 

designed to increase proficiency and better 

equip students for state tests. For example, 

tests and assignments will more fully 

demand students to exercise their reading 

and writing skills. Such assessments will 

begin earlier and occur more frequently.

District Readies 
literacy Curriculum

On March 30 at 6:30 p.m., Wilkinsburg School district invites the entire community to 

enjoy a special Centennial Celebration at the High School Auditorium, marking the 100th 

year of the school Building.  Community members and Wilkinsburg alumni will be treated to 

an evening of festivities, including special guest speakers, a slide show presentation, and 

live music. 

On this special evening, as Wilkinsburg High School marks a tremendous milestone, the 

community will celebrate the talents of current students, as well as the many contributions 

of alumni. The Centennial Celebration will also feature the unveiling of the Wilkinsburg 

Historical Society’s new book, which chronicles the history of Wilkinsburg High School. 

All are invited to join the district for a celebration of the most enduring and storied  

landmarks in the community! 

Wilkinsburg High School to Host Centennial Celebration 
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CRESCENT
continued from page 1

March News
 The library is participating in the county 

program One Book, One Community again 
this year. 29 Gifts by Cami Walker tells 
how a month of giving can change your 
life.  All county residents are encouraged to 
participate. The library is organizing a book 
group to read the book and several sessions 
of discussions beginning in March. Call 412-
244-2940 to sign up.

Every Wednesday evening is gaming 
night at the Children’s Library.  From 6 
p.m.–7:30 p.m., Chris Wood—who grew up 
using the library—teaches young people how 
to play cooperative and competitive video 
games like Guitar Hero or Madden.  Kids can 
enjoy making new friends, playing favorite 
games, and learning the valuable social skills 
that accompany friendly competition on the 
3rd floor of the Borough Building. Call 412-
244-2940 for more 
information or contact 
Chris at woodc@
einetwork.net. 

New at the Library
Why Are You Picking 

on Me?: Dealing with 
Bullies by John Burstein. 
The always-revealing 
Slim Goodbody helps 
elemenatary students 
learn to recognize the 
different kinds of bullying, 
and presents strategies 

for dealing with the 
toughest situations.

The Real Life 
Body Book: A Young 
Woman’s Complete 
Guide to Health 
and Wellness by 
Hope Ricciotti and 
Monique Spencer. “Young women seeking 
straightforward answers to a broad range 
of health concerns will eagerly welcome this 
new resource,” Booklist.

I’m Still Standing: From Captive U.S. 
Soldier to Free Citizen—My Journey Home 
by Shoshana Johnson. “Johnson gained 
national attention as America’s first black 
female prisoner of war”—Publisher’s 

Weekly.

Check Out the library

WS

technology electric and climate systems.

Michael Sriprasert, director of real estate 

development for PHLF, said prospective 

tenants must qualify according to a liberal 

formula based on local median income 

standards. He added that interest is high 

because of the project’s high visibility, and 

that the prospective tenant list is filling quickly.

Sriprasert urged would-be tenants 

promptly to contact diana Sadler at 412-647-

7415 at NdC Real Estate development, which 

is handling rental arrangements.

The Crescent Apartments building, 

about 100 years old, is aptly named because 

it curves dramatically in a crescent, bending 

along Kelly Avenue, south of Rebecca Avenue. 

At one time a virtual neighborhood unto itself 

with several ground-level businesses, the 

new development will have ample parking 

and several common, special-purpose areas.

Hosanna House, Wilkinsburg’s pre-

eminent community center and social 

services agency, will provide a variety of 

support services to Crescent Apartments 

tenants who request them.

This is but one—but by far the largest 

—element of an elaborate and continuing 

residential renovation campaign by PHLF 

in Wilkinsburg. Other historic buildings and 

houses in the so-called Hamnett Place 

district (near St. James Church) are being 

renovated with an eye toward preserving 

their architectural uniqueness while providing 

contemporary and affordable living space.

The author, William McCloskey, is a magazine 
editor and a resident of Wilkinsburg.
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Wilkinsburg Community development 

Corporation (WCdC) is seeking funding 

applications from Wilkinsburg-based groups 

and organizations that support academic 

and civic endeavors of youth in the borough. 

$3,000 is available and may be awarded in 

its entirety or in smaller amounts to multiple 

groups. Applications are available at www.

wilkinsburgcdc.org, or at the WCdC office, 

and must be submitted by March 25.

Applications will be evaluated on the 

number of Wilkinsburg youth that are served, 

projects that support low- to moderate-

income individuals or census tracts, and 

improvements that can be measured. Further 

consideration will be given for partnerships 

or collaborations, projects that support 

the mission of the WCdC, and planned 

documentation of the project, such as 

reports, photos, or potential media coverage.

All projects must be completed by 

August 31. Successful applicants will be 

notified by April 29.

WCDC Taking Applications for 
Youth Project Funds
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greater Wilkinsburg 
Chamber of Commerce
www.wilkinsburgchamber.com 
412.252.0234

WS

As the days grow longer, the temperature 
warmer, and the dormancy of this year’s winter 
breaks, the calming backdrop of green leaves 
and spring flowers will fill our view. This spring 
may bring bigger changes to Wilkinsburg than 
anyone expected.   

In partnership with the Western 
Pennsylvania Conservancy’s Tree Vitalize 
Program and the Nine Mile Run Watershed 
Association, the Borough received funding 
to plant 500 additional public trees; nearly 
doubling the number within the public right of 
way. Each year, there are two small windows of 
opportunity for planting a new tree: late March 

to the end of April, and October through early 
November. The 500 new trees will be planted 
over three seasons beginning this spring.

Street trees are a public investment and, 
when tended, provide long lasting community 
benefits such as increased property values 
and decreased air pollution. Community 
involvement is a critical part of this project’s 
success. Opportunities to learn about and 
participate in tree health and care, and the 
planting trees will be available to all residents. 
For additional information, please contact 
Justin Hynicka at 412-371-8779 x116, or 
justin@ninemilerun.org.

The Borough to See more green

ID # 139251

The Eastridge Branch of the Wilkinsburg 
Public Library is hosting the Pittsburgh’s 
Symphony Orchestra’s (PSO) education 
program Unlocking the Classics on 
Wednesday, March 30 at 7 p.m. Host Jim 
Cunningham, WQEd’s Senior Executive 
Producer, will be joined  by PSO principal 
trumpet, George Vosburgh, and PSO librarian, 
Joann Vosburgh.

Unlocking the Classics is an Education 
and Community Engagement program of the 
PSO that gives individuals an insider’s view 
on the PSO and upcoming concerts.

The one-hour program is geared toward 
adults. Register by March 25 by calling 412-
244-2940. The Eastridge Branch of the library 
is at 1900 Graham Blvd. and offers free 
parking. 

Symphony Comes to graham Blvd. on mar. 30

Upcoming events
Business Showcase

Thursday, March 31 from 5–7:00 p.m. at Hosanna House.

Social Networking II 

Small Business Workshop presented by the University of Pittsburgh Institute for 

Entrepreneurial Excellence, Friday,  April  29 from 7—10 a.m.

Contact the Greater Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce at 412-242-0234 for more 

information.

Chamber meetings are held at 8 a.m. on the third Thursday of every month at the 

Wilkinsburg Bourough Building, 2nd floor Council Chambers.  All  members of the business 

community are welcome to attend.
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