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Chief Owen McAfee holds a radio to the microphone as 911 broadcasts on April 1: ”...after 108 years of 
dedicated service , the Wilkinsburg Fire Department, Station 305, will be placed out of service. At that 
time, Engine Company 16 from the Pittsburgh Bureau of Fire will be reinstated and placed in service. We 
would like to wish good luck to Station 305 and the Pittsburgh Bureau of Fire.” To hear the rest of the 
transmission and other parts of the Fire Merger Ceremony, go to www.vimeo.com/22197294 and choose 
from the listed videos.

On April 1, the Wilkinsburg Fire Department 

and the Pittsburgh Bureau of Fire joined forces 

in what is deemed a win-win for everyone. This 

partnership will keep the level of fire protection 

and service high, while saving money for 

taxpayers.  After 108 years of dedicated service 

the Wilkinsburg Fire Department closes this 

chapter.  This issue of the Wilkinsburg Sun is 

dedicated to those courageous and dedicated 

firefighters who have saved lives and property 

since 1903.

Special Commemorative Issue

McAfee: Last Fire Chief of Wilkinsburg

When the Borough of Wilkinsburg was 

incorporated in 1887, the fire fighters were a 

loosely organized group of male volunteers over 

the age of 12 who came, with buckets in hand, 

whenever the school bell signalled a fire. By 

1902 the borough had grown, with homes and 

businesses branching out in every direction. 

 In 1911 Wilkinsburg purchased its first 
motorized fire truck— this  Knox combination 
hose and chemical wagon, which carried 40 
gallons of water.  The water was propelled from 
the tank by pressure created by a soda and acid 
‘chemical’ solution that entered the tank.

continued on page 4

When Fire Chief Owen McAfee was still 

in high school, his neighbor invited him to 

join the Volunteer Fire Dept in Forest Hills. 

His twin bother accompanied him, but 

fire fighting didn’t appeal to him. McAfee, 

however, got hooked.

McAfee, who has a BS in human 

resources and an associate’s degree in fire 

science administration, has been fighting fires 

now for 32 years and has served Wilkinsburg 

for over 20. He has led the department as the 

Borough’s chief for 15 years.

Now his life is changing. With the 

Wilkinsburg Fire Department’s merger with 

the Pittsburgh Fire Department, McAfee 

is serving as a firefighter at Station 19 in 

Swisshelm Park.

That isn’t the only thing that will change 

for McAfee. Part of the merger agreement 

is that all Wilkinsburg firefighters must 

now take residence in Pittsburgh city limits 

within the next year. Not all the Wilkinsburg 

firefighters live in Wilkinsburg, since the 
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Historical Society Features Fire Department Program

712 Wood St., Wilkinsburg

James Florist salutes 
Wilkinsburg firefighters 

past and present!

702, 704 & 708 Wood St., Wikinsburg

Wilkinsburg Community 
Ministry thanks our 

firefighters for 
protecting us!

Mayors Thompson and 
Ravenstahl sign the 
historic fire merger 
agreement between the 
Borough of Wilkinsburg 
and the City of 
Pittsburgh.

The Wilkinsburg Historical Society’s 

May program features the Wilkinsburg Fire 

Free Home-Buying and 
Home Maintenance 
Workshops in May

A free home buying workshop will be 

offered on Monday, May 9, at 6 p.m. at the 

Wilkinsburg Borough building on the second 

floor. Topics include credit counseling and 

grant money for closing costs. To register, 

call Pittsburgh Housing Development 

Assoc., inc. at 412-687-1197.

Another workshop hosted by Landmarks 

Housing resource Center (LHrC) will 

answer basic questions that face most 

homemakers: What are the greatest needs 

related to maintaining the safety and security 

of your home? Do you really need to hire a 

repairman? What resources are available? 

This free session on household 

maintenance, led by Karen Hanchett, an 

educational consultant, will be held from 2–3 

p.m. on Saturday, May 21, at the LHrC, 744 

rebecca Ave. in Wilkinsburg. Light snacks 

will be offered.

A fifth year anniversary celebration 

and benefit concert, “Beyond the Block,” 

will be held for MADDADS (Men Against 

Destruction, Defending against Drugs and 

Social Disorder) on Saturday, June 25, 5:30-

9 p.m.

The anniversary celebration will include 

a cocktail reception with hors d’oeuvres, 

awards ceremony and benefit concert by 

Sam Nelson & Friends at the August Wilson 

Center for African American Culture.

Tickets are $25 in advance by calling 

412-371-9188 or $30 at the door.

“Beyond the Block” 
Celebrates MADDADS

Department, honoring the brave men who 

saved lives and property for 108 years. 

A slide show will chronicle their history.

The free program is Monday, May 16, at 

7:30 p.m. in the Wesley room of the South 

Avenue United Methodist Church (left rear 

entrance facing ross Avenue). The public is 

welcome and encouraged to bring friends.  

refreshments will be served. For more 

information, call Joel at 412-244-2941.
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PROBLEMS WITH TRASH PICK-UP? CALL 412.244.2923

Wilkinsburg borough

UPCoMing MeetingS

5/2 (Mon.) 6 p.m. Wilkinsburg Planning Commission

5/3 (Tues.) 7 p.m. Wilkinsburg Borough Council planning session

5/18 (Wed.) 5:30 p.m. Public Safety

5/18 (Wed.) 7 p.m. Wilkinsburg Borough Council legislative session

5/19 (Thurs.) 9:30 A.m. Finance Committee

5/23 (Mon.) 5:30 p.m. Tax Committee

5/24 (Tues.) 7:00 p.m. School Board Meeting (718 Wallace Ave.)

5/25 (Wed.) 6:30 p.m. Capital Planning

6/1 (Wed.) 7 p.m. Wilkinsburg Planning Council planning session

6/6 (Mon.) 6 p.m. Wilkinsburg Borough Commission

All meetings are at Wilkinsburg Borough Building, 605 Ross Avenue. unless noted.

www.wilkinsburgpa.gov

new Billing Arrangement with turtle Valley Cog 
for Municipal Service Fees

It’s Spring Time!
Come and Get 

Your Compost and 
Mulch!

Make your gardens, 
lawn, shrubs, trees, 

potted plants
happy, strong and 

even more beautiful…

Up to 2 Cubic Yards 
FREE to each Wilkinsburg 

Household!

Hunter Park
(enter at Coal and James Sts.)

Saturday, May 21, 9 
a.m. to noon

Tell your friends! Tell your 
neighbors! Share a car or truck!
Bring your family! Bring some 
big bags! (or line your trunk 

with a tarp)
We’ve got some shovels, but bring ‘em 

if you’ve got ‘em!

residents may have noticed that they received their Municipal Service Fee bill from 

the Turtle Valley COG (Council of Governments) instead of directly from the Wilkinsburg 

Borough. 

The Borough has contracted with the COG to do the billing for the MSF in order to 

take advantage of administrative efficiencies that they offer. Fees paid to the COG are then 

remitted to the Borough by the COG. The hope is that it will result in higher collection rates 

for the Borough, as it has for other municipalities who have contracted with the COG.

The COG is a cooperative entity that the Borough belongs to that offers services like 

this as well as joint purchasing and other benefits to member municipalities.

residents are  advised that these are legitimate bills for services they are receiving and 

must be paid as they were in the past. 

Important numbers

Mayor’s Office	 	
(412)	224-2920

Borough Manager		 	
(412)	244-2900	ext	101

Borough Receptionist		 	
(412)	244-2900	ext	101

Finance Dept.		 	
(412)	244-2948

Code Enforcement		 	
(412)	244-2923

Public Works Dept.		
	
	

(412)	244-2934

Police Emergency	 	
911

Police Non-Emergency  
(412)	473-3056

Police Hotline	(Complaint)	
(412)	244-4300

Police Chief	
(412)	244-2915

Fire Emergency	
911

Fire Chief	
(412)	244-2931

Berkheimer  
Tax	Administrator	
(866)	227-4716

Adult Library
(412)	244-2940

Children’s Library
(412)	244-2944

Eastridge Library	
(412)	342-0056

Weed and Seed  
(412)	244-0643
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Thanks for your years of service!
Leadership Management, Inc.
1017 S. Trenton Ave., Wilkinsburg

This large community required the organizing 

of a paid fire department.  The borough 

council passed an ordinance creating a paid 

department effective February 1903. 

That year the company was comprised 

of ten fire fighters headed by Captain George 

Cromlish. Their equipment consisted of a 

hose reel and ladder truck drawn by horses. 

The horses were an important part of the 

department, with specific rules published, 

outlining their care, including their feeding 

times, exercise routines and grooming 

regimens. The first Wilkinsburg FD horses 

were named Steel, Cap, Sam and Harry, 

three of them for councilmen, and the other 

for his driver, Harry irwin. 

in 1906, four men were added to the 

department, and, in 1911, Number 2 fire 

house on Swissvale Avenue was opened.

That year, their first motor vehicle, a Knox 

combination hose truck and chemical 

wagon was purchased. it was not equipped 

with a pump, carrying only hose and about 

40 gallons of water in a tank.  The water was 

propelled from the tank by pressure created 

by a soda and acid ‘chemical’ solution that 

would be introduced into the tank. The 

following year another motor vehicle was 

bought, eliminating the old horse-drawn 

reel, leaving the town with only one horse-

drawn ladder. 1915 saw the last of the horse-

drawn equipment and four more firemen 

were added. each was on duty twenty-four 

hours a day, six days a week. 

During the twenties, the borough 

obtained an American LaFrance combination 

wagon. The outskirts of Wilkinsburg were 

growing and a pumper truck was purchased 

to take care of districts where water 

pressures were low.

The Wilkinsburg Bureau of Fire  kept up 

with the latest, most effective equipment to 

fight fires. Over the years they purchased 

quite a few American LaFrance pumpers, 

ladders and hose wagons. in 1937 the fleet 

included: (L-r) 1936 Pumper, 1927 Hose 

Wagon, 1922 Pumper and 1927 Ladder.

in 1951 they purchased a new pumper 

which had the capacity of high pressure 

pumping of 1,000 gallons of water per 

minute. At the time, Chief Bucky Thomson 

stated that this was one of the finest pieces 

of firefighting equipment available. 

in 1953 the members of the Wilkinsburg 

Fire Department and guests celebrated 50 

years of service to the Borough. Over 150 

attended a banquet held in the fire house. 

Honored guests included Frank ‘Boobie’ 

Frey, one of the original 1903 firefighters. 

in 1961, a Civil Defense rescue Truck 

was purchased on a 50-50 basis using 

Wilkinsburg and Federal Civil Defense (C.D.) 

funds. This international Harvester truck, 

painted in the C.D. colors of blue and white, 

included 367 pieces of equipment to handle 

any kind of trouble: saws, hammers, torches, 

jacks, and even its own portable power plant. 

By the 1970s, some of the trucks were 

nearing a quarter of a century old and were 

becoming a difficult maintenance issue. Parts 

were unavailable, so the WFD purchased its 

first enclosed cab pumper to replace the 

aging 1949 American LaFrance. This new 

pumper was their first diesel-powered truck 

and could pump 1,500 gallons per minute. 

Two intakes on the truck permitted firemen 

to attach two six-and-a-half-inch hose lines, 

adding 500 more gallons per minute than 

could previously be pumped. 

in 1974 the borough, realizing that 

the 1947 ladder truck was frequently out 

of service for repairs, purchased a new 

1951 American LaFrance pumper with a 1,000 gallon-per-minute pum capacity was part of 
Wilkinsburg’s fire apparatus until 1987.

First hose cart - In 1890 Wilkinsburg was a small 
village and used a volunteer fire department 
pulling two hose carts and a hook and ladder. 
These pieces of equipment were first pulled 
by the firemen. The rough terrain soon made it 
apparent that horses were necessary to improve 
service and speed. Wilkinsburg Council approved 
the purchase of horses later that same year. 

PAST, continued from page 1
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Did You Know?
• Over 100 firefighters die each year in the line of duty.

• U.S. fire departments responded to 1,348,500 fires in 2009.

Children playing with fire set over 100,000 fires annually and over 

30% of those fires kill the children who started them.

• every 23 seconds a fire department is responding to a fire 

somewhere in the U.S.

 —from National Fire Experience Survey 2010 and epicorp.com.

Wilkinsburg firefighters have bravely battled numerous blazes over the years. This one, in 1968, involved 
the Pittsburgh Dry Cleaner and Knight’s Bowling Alley (later known as  Klein’s Bowling) on Wood Street. 

American LaFrance ladder truck, equipped 

with a 100-foot, rear-mounted aerial.  it 

also could pump 1,250 gallons per minute 

and had a built-in generator. This was an 

unusual apparatus in Wilkinsburg’s fleet of 

fire fighting equipment as it was painted 

bright yellow to be more noticeable. 

The 1980s saw the purchase of a 1987 

Pierce pumper, with a 1500 gallon per minute 

capability, an on-board 500 gallon water 

tank, tilting cab for ease of maintenance and 

a deluge gun piped into the pump for rapid 

delivery of water. This 1987 Pierce was the 

last one marked W.B.F., as the Wilkinsburg 

Bureau of Fire became known only as the 

Wilkinsburg Fire Department and all future 

equipment would be marked W.F.D. 

A second Pierce rescue-pumper, 1995, 

has a special compartment to carry the 

“Jaws of Life” system, air-operated chisels, a 

carbon-monoxide meter and other features 

not seen before in Wilkinsburg apparatus. in 

2002, an American LaFrance eagle ladder 

truck that pumps 2,000-gallons-per-minute 

and has a 100’ aerial was purchased.

Brian Trovato of the Wilkinsburg Fire 

Department wrote at their 100th anniversary 

in 2003, 
Over the years the Department has 

gone through many changes. Horse drawn 
vehicles have evolved into $650,000+ 
apparatus.  rubber coats, boots, and a 
helmet have been replaced by fully insulated 
personal protective clothing that includes 
self-contained breathing apparatus.  The 

old speaking trumpet was replaced by two-
way communication radios with emergency 
evacuation signals and special tracking  
devices. The day of responding strictly to 
fires is also a thing of the past.  Today’s fire 
department handles vehicle extrications, 
special rescues, hazardous materials, 
medical assists, fire safety inspections, 
fire code enforcement, fire prevention, 
education, constant training, and sadly, 

preparing for response to terrorist activities.  

Trovato is the 

president of the 

Wilkinsburg Firefighters 

Union Local 839. The 

We thank you firefighters for the sacrifice that you are willing to make!
Pittsburgh Dry Cleaners

618 Wood St. Wilkinsburg

Fire Chief, since 1996 is Owen T. McAfee.

The citizens of Wilkinsburg have always 

felt grateful for the brave actions and unselfish 

commitment of the Wilkinsburg Professional 

Fire Fighters. Now we turn to a new chapter 

with the consolidation of Pittsburgh Bureau 

of Fire and Wilkinsburg Fire Department, 

wishing continued safety for all. 

—Anne Elise Morris
Anne is a Wilkinsburg resident, vice-

president and program chairperson of 

the Wilkinsburg Historical Society. She 

has collaborated on several Wilkinsburg 

publications.

Boys & Girls Clubs of

Western Pennsylvania

813 S. Avenue, Wilkinsburg

Thank you for your 
years of service!
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The Wilkinsburg 
Police Department

Ophelia Coleman, Chief of Police

salutes Wilkinsburg 
firefighters past and  present!

residency requirement was lifted in 1995.

McAfee, however, is a resident and 

views moving out of the borough as one 

of the few negatives of the fire department 

merger. He and his family have always liked 

their Wilkinsburg neighborhood and McAfee 

has been very involved in the community, 

including being president of the Wilkinsburg 

rotary Club, president of the Chamber of 

Commerce, a member of the Weed & Seed’s 

AiD Team, and a part of Community Days, 

and a volunteer leader in the local red Cross 

Shelter Team.

“My plan,” said McAfee, “isn’t just to 

walk away, but stay involved with community 

activities.”

For instance, he said he will continue 

volunteer involvement in the red Cross 

Shelter Team that is headquartered in 

Wilkinsburg, which is prepared to serve the 

community in the event of an emergency 

with 100 cots, shelter and supplies.

McAfee noted two Wilkinsburg fires as 

being the most memorable. The first was a 

fire on Mifflin Avenue, where a firefighter was 

trapped when a third floor collapsed on the 

second. “it’s the closest we came to losing a 

firefighter in my time,” he said. A refrigerator 

was on top of the trapped firefighter, yet 

he was rescued by the efforts of his fellow 

firefighters. Though he sustained burns on 

one arm, he was treated and released.

The other fire McAfee remembers vividly 

is the Douglas Plaza fire of 2006. Because 

it was in a high rise, it involved particularly 

difficult rescues. “We had heavy smoke 

conditions,” he said. Some senior residents 

were hanging out windows. One perished.

in both fires, McAfee credits Wilkinsburg 

firefighters with a fast and heroic response, 

but acknowledges that things might have 

been different under the merger agreement 

that Wilkinsburg now has with Pittsburgh. 

in the past, such fires were met with eight 

firefighters, plus the chief. in the case of 

the Douglas Plaza fire, help came from 

nearby fire departments under a mutual aid 

agreement, but that help is not as fast as the 

first response.

Under the new merger agreement, 24 

firefighters will respond immediately from 

be a while until residents know who to call 

for what. 

On this subject, McAfee stressed that 

all the services residents had before are still 

available. Smoke alarms will still be installed 

for free by the fire department, including the 

newer vocal smoke alarms for children’s 

rooms that record the parents voice asking 

the child to awake and leave the house.

“All in all, the merger is good for 

everybody,” summarized McAfee. He 

pointed to more job security and continued 

benefits for the fire fighters.

“From the Borough’s standpoint, a 

lot more firefighters will be responding to 

emergencies,” he continued. Many will be 

the Wilkinsburg firefighters that have been 

protecting the Borough all along.

For the City of Pittsburgh, he pointed 

out that they now have a station in a strategic 

place to serve Pittsburgh neighborhoods.

in the fire merger ceremony, McAfee 

expressed thanks for the elected officials 

who came “to bat for this department and 

made difficult choices that meant supporting 

the continuation of this department.”

He also thanked the residents of 

Wilkinsburg: “Without the support of the 

citizens, this department would not be here 

today. There have been many instances 

where the citizens of the community have 

come forth to support this department, and 

we thank you for that.”

McAfee is only one of the many who 

have served and protected the Wilkinsburg 

community, but if his character and 

leadership are representative of the rest of his 

department, the community has many, many 

things for which to give thanks, too.

several Pittsburgh stations, including the 

one in Wilkinsburg, the Squirrel Hill station 

and one in Homewood-Brushton.

in the case of a high-rise fire, like 

Douglas Plaza, 57 firefighters will now 

respond.

The hardest thing about the merger for 

McAfee?

“it is the families being displaced,” he 

said without hesitation. Those firefighters 

who have to pull their children out of school 

districts where they have their friends and 

move to the city have a difficult transition 

ahead.

The other thing that is temporarily 

difficult about the merger, he says, is 

establishing lines of communication. it will 

“My plan,” said 
McAfee, “isn’t just 
to walk away, but 
stay involved with 
community activities.”

WS

salutes Wilkinsburg 
firefighters past and 

present!
919 Penn Avenue, Wilinsburg

MCAFEE, continued from page 1



 www.wilkinsburgsun.com 7

D E V E L O P M E N T  N E W S  

www.wilkinsburgcdc.org 

      You can help by sending a 
 tax-deductible contribution to:  

 
WCDC 

1001 Wood St. 
 Wilkinsburg, PA  15221 

 
***DONATE ON-LINE*** 

Event Calendar 

May 
……………………………..…….……….. 
Thursday 5/5 8:30-10am   
Business District Safety Meeting 
WCDC Office 
 
Thursday 5/5  6pm 
Small Business Financing Workshop 
Hosanna House  817 Wallace Ave. 
 
Monday 5/9 6 pm   
Marketing & Co mmunications Com mittee 
WCDC Of fice 
 
Thursday 5/12 6-8pm 
WCDC Annual Meeting 
Hosanna House 817 Wallace Ave. 
 
Tuesday 5/17  2pm   
Economic De velopment Co mmittee  
WCDC Of fice 
 
Thursday 5/26  6pm  
Design Com mittee 
WCDC Of fice 
 
……………………………..…….……….. 

STATE REPRESENTATIVE 
 JOSEPH PRESTON, JR. 

Wilkinsburg Community Development Corporation 

Wilkinsburg Community Development Corporation  | 1001 Wood Street | 412-727-7855 | info@wilkinsburgcdc.org 

In Honor of the Wilkinsburg Fire Department -  

Captain Peterson rings the ceremonial last bell during the Fire Merger Ceremony on April 1.

Their service continues: Wilkinsburg firefighters are sworn into the Pittsburgh Fire Bureau by Mayor 
Luke Ravenstahl.
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Left to right: Driver William Funk, Engineer Nathan Oliver, Firefighter Brian Hunt, Driver Tim Staranko, Captain James Reagan, Lieutenant Brian Trovato, Driver Mark Koutavas, Chief 
Engineer Anthony Matta, Firefighter Brian Tarbuk, Firefighter Jeremy Manke, Lieutenant Robert Ireland, Driver John Farkasovsky, Chief Owen McAfee, Captain Richard Colella, 

Engineer Troy Bungard, Driver Jeff Ballock, Firefighter Brian Wright, Driver Charles Szymarek, Engineer Duane Mills, Driver Micheal Nusida, Lieutenant Ted Hale, Firefighter Edward 
Clegg, Firefighter Jason Heider, Driver Micheal O’Connell, Driver Mark Sauter, Captain Joseph Petersen

salutes Wilkinsburg fire fighters 
past and present!
711 Penn Avenue, Wilkinsburg

wilkinsburg fire fighte
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Left to right: Driver William Funk, Engineer Nathan Oliver, Firefighter Brian Hunt, Driver Tim Staranko, Captain James Reagan, Lieutenant Brian Trovato, Driver Mark Koutavas, Chief 
Engineer Anthony Matta, Firefighter Brian Tarbuk, Firefighter Jeremy Manke, Lieutenant Robert Ireland, Driver John Farkasovsky, Chief Owen McAfee, Captain Richard Colella, 

Engineer Troy Bungard, Driver Jeff Ballock, Firefighter Brian Wright, Driver Charles Szymarek, Engineer Duane Mills, Driver Micheal Nusida, Lieutenant Ted Hale, Firefighter Edward 
Clegg, Firefighter Jason Heider, Driver Micheal O’Connell, Driver Mark Sauter, Captain Joseph Petersen

salutes Wilkinsburg fire fighters 
past and present!
711 Penn Avenue, Wilkinsburg

e fighters, march 2011
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To the Residents, Businesses and Supporters of the Wilkinsburg Fire Department,

As you are aware, the Borough of Wilkinsburg is now contracting fire protection 

services from the City of Pittsburgh.  After many months of hard work and dedication 

from all of the parties involved, we finally reached an agreement.  It was a very difficult 

day for all of the Firefighters, retirees, family and friends of the Department, but we 

celebrated the last day of service for the Wilkinsburg Fire Department on Thursday, 

March 31, 2011.  

For the last 108 years, the members of the Wilkinsburg FD and Local #839 have served 

the Borough of Wilkinsburg.  Despite the many hardships we encountered, we always 

served to the best of our ability with pride and honor.   Through the years we have had 

the pleasure of meeting so many great people in this Borough and as a result we have 

also shared a special relationship.  Many of us will remain in the Wilkinsburg station and we look forward to continuing to serve you as 

members of the Pittsburgh Bureau of Fire.  We know you will quickly learn to appreciate the service of the men and women of the PBF 

just as you have for the WFD.  We have worked with these firefighters for years and feel very confident with the level of fire protection 

you will now receive.  For this reason we are also very excited for the opportunity to continue 

our careers as firefighters with the PBF.  

There were many times that we needed you just as much as you have needed us.  We want 

to thank you for all of your support through the years.  We look forward to seeing you, non-

emergencies of course, and wish for the continued safety and protection of your families, 

homes and businesses.  

On behalf of all of the Wilkinsburg FIreFighters – Thank you!

Sincerely, Brian H. Trovato, President Wilkinsburg Fire Fighters I.A.F.F. Local #839

Q

To the Citizens, Businesses, and Elected Leaders of the Borough of Wilkinsburg,

The members of Pittsburgh Fire Fighters I.A.F.F. Local No.1 are honored to serve and protect the 

citizens and businesses in the Borough of Wilkinsburg. We 

would like to thank the Elected Leaders for their willingness 

and determination to continue to provide the highest level of 

Fire Protection for their citizens and businesses. 

The Wilkinsburg Fire Department had a long history, 108 

years, of serving and protecting the Borough of Wilkinsburg 

and now the Pittsburgh Bureau of Fire looks forward to 

continuing that same legacy and creating our own history with the citizens and businesses. 

Again thank you to the Elected Leaders, the Citizens, and all the Businesses.

Sincerely, Joseph E. King, President  Pittsburgh Fire Fighters I.A.F.F. Local No. 1
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Business After-Hours at ACPT on May 31

Allegheny-Chesapeake Physical Therapy, a long-time Chamber member, will host 

the first “Business After-Hours” networking event of the season. Allegheny–Chesapeake 

moved its clinic from the Penn-West Building 

to its current location on Penn Ave. near 

Braddock Ave. several years ago. Dr. Scott 

rosen and his staff will be jointly celebrating 

the anniversary of their new location and 

opening their doors to the Chamber for this 

opportunity for local businesses to see their 

facility and meet with other members of the 

Wilkinsburg area business community.  Hours: 

5:30 – 7:30 p.m.

Farmers Market Returns June 16

A sure sign of summer is the opening of 

the Wilkinsburg Farmers Market. The market 

will be back beginning on Thursday, June 

16, at the ross Ave. parking lot where it has 

been for nearly 35 years. Fresh, local produce 

will be available from farmers bringing in their 

products from as far away as ellwood City, 

Washington County and Somerset. The ever-

popular sweet corn will be featured along with 

greens, tomatoes, peppers, fruits, flowers and 

organic produce. Opening bell is at 3:30 p.m. 

and closing is at 6 p.m.

Chamber Meetings

Monthly Board 

Meeting: 12 noon on first 

Thursday of month.

General Membership 

Meeting: 8 a.m. on third 

Thursday of month.

Meetings are held in 

2nd floor Meeting room 

of Wilkinsburg Borough 

Building

greater Wilkinsburg 
Chamber of Commerce
www.wilkinsburgchamber.com 
412.252.0234

The Greater Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce 
salutes Wilkinsburg fire fighters past and present!

Two local women were honored as 

finalists at the Jefferson Awards banquet 

on April 13 for their outstanding volunteer 

service. 

For the last eight years, roberta Hall, 

73, known as Ms. Bert, has helped prepare 

and serve over 

1,000 meals each 

month at the 

Wallace Avenue 

Soup Kitchen 

in the Dunamis 

Baptist Church in 

Wilkinsburg.  Ms. 

Bert walks five blocks from her home to 

open the building and prepare for the meal, 

clean, and organize. 

elizabeth Dennis, known as “Niecy,” 

founded the Workforce Development Global 

Alliance (WDGA), which has developed a 

year-long conflict resolution course that 

connects young people in Pittsburgh with 

young people 

in Kenya. The 

program teaches 

at-risk youths 

how to avert 

violence, which 

is considered an 

important step 

toward preparing for job readiness. Dennis 

devotes 40 hours a week to this work.

Wilkinsburg Women 
Honored for Service
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WHS Celebrates 100 Years of Service

Turner elementary is proud of the 

industriousness and compassion shown by 

its Student Council, who organized a penny 

drive to benefit recovery efforts in Japan. 

The fundraiser, called “Penny Wars,” ran 

April 4-8 and involved students competing 

by classroom to collect the most coins. 

At the end of the week, students 

calculated each classroom’s total to 

determine the winning team.Turner’s third-

grade homerooms were named the winners, 

and they were rewarded with an ice cream 

party. 

in all, Turner students raised a total of 

$791.17!

Wilkinsburg High School turned 100 

in grand fashion as the District marked 

the occasion with a special Centennial 

Celebration on March 30th, 2011—100 years 

to the day after the building was originally 

dedicated. 

Over 300 people turned out for an 

evening of festivities that included alumni 

reflection from such people as Assistant 

to the Superintendent Jacqueline Blakey-

Tate, Mayor of Wilkinsburg John Thompson, 

and school board members Nanet Hamlin-

Black and Barbara Thompson. Former WHS 

Principal Vernon Tipton and former District 

Superintendent Joseph Tindal were also 

on hand to celebrate the milestone. The 

Celebration was masterfully emceed by 

WHS Civics teacher Mr. Steve Sylves. 

One of the many highlights of the evening 

included a slideshow presentation that 

chronicled the 100-year history of the High 

School. The presentation was put together 

by WHS Class of 1946 alum Jim richard 

and Anne elise Morris of the Wilkinsburg 

Historical Society—who was presented 

with an honorary Wilkinsburg diploma by 

Superintendent Archie D. Perrin, Jr. for her 

work not only on the slide show but also on 

the Historical Society’s book Wilkinsburg 

High School: A Century of Learning.

Kelly teacher and WHS Class of 1972 

alum Marcia L. Jones delivered a moving 

theatrical poetry piece called, “Celebrate” 

which paid tribute to the rich legacy of 

the school, and current WHS student 

Sarah Jackson (Class of 2012) wowed the 

audience with her delivery of an original 

poem—“Beautiful Death.”

 Sr. Guidance Counselor Michelle 

Collins-Todd gave a presentation that re-

introduced the “spoon tradition” to current 

students. The tradition began in 1901, with 

senior class officers presenting a six-foot 

long wooden spoon to junior class officers 

at commencement. The spoon symbolized 

the responsibility for upholding the school 

ideals of loyalty, honor, leader-ship and 

scholarship. A replica of the original spoon 

Students Rally to Aid Japan Relief

Turner’s student council members, along with Student Council staff advisor, Mrs. Eve Chambon.

Turner students have a history of rallying 

to help those in need. Last year, they held a 

Penny Wars fundraiser to aid victims of the 

earthquake in Haiti. 

During Penny Wars, students sacrificed 

their lunch periods and special periods to 

hand roll the coins they accumulated on a 

daily basis. 

“This was truly a school-wide effort,” 

said Tanya Smith, principal. “every grade 

participated....This accomplishment shows 

that not only have they taken pride in 

their school, but also they are excited to 

work together to help those who are less 

fortunate.” 

Wilkinsburg alumni, past administrators, and 
current students turn out to celebrate the 
milestone.

was recreated by WHS teacher Mr. Ted 

Zalewski and current WHS student Montae 

Blackshear and made its debut during 

Collins-Todd’s presentation. 

The program ended with a rousing 

rendition of the WHS Alma Mater led by the 

WHS Choir. 
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Check out the Library
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Wilkinsburg Public Library’s biggest 

event of the year is happening again the 

first week of June:  the Annual Book Sale.  

Thanks to the generosity of loyal patrons, 

the sale is chock full of treasures.  Finding 

the various wonders is something of a 

treasure hunt itself. To find non-fiction 

books in philosophy, science, health or any 

other subject, wind your way down into the 

basement of the Borough Building where 

you can find classics like 10,000 Gardening 

Questions Answered, or one of a kind books 

like Boatbuilding Manual.

  Then, for something 

lighter, ascend in the 

elevator to the 3rd 

floor where romance 

paperbacks, the latest 

hardback novels and 

children’s books are 

spread throughout 

the Auditorium. Don’t 

forget, the always-

surprising Flea Market, 

where you might find a 

coat, a statue of a bird, 

or a vintage wooden 

toy.

The sale is 

from Friday, June 3, 

through Saturday, 

June 11 (except for 

Sunday) from 10 

a.m.-5 p.m.. Prices 

are $1 for a hardback book/$2 for three; 50 

cents for a paperback, or $1 for three.  Some 

rare books are some specially marked and 

the flea market items vary. To volunteer or get 

more information, call 412-244-2940.

The Wilkinsburg Public 
Library salutes the 
Wilkinsburg firefighters 
past and 
present!
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Jim Butler, President 
ID # 139251 

 PROFESSIONAL MORTGAGE CONNECTION, LLC 
 

412-672-5060 
 

(Licensed by the PA Department of Banking) 

“Unique Home Loan Programs” 

South Avenue Methodist Church loves our fire fighters!
www.SouthAvenueUMC.org

733 South Avenue. Wilkinsburg




   












Mother’s Day is May 8!
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Last Shift

Milestone 
thanks our 
firefighters 
for protecting us!

622 Ross Avenue, Wilkinsburg
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Celebrating 108 years of dedicated public service.

The residents of the Borough ofWilkinsburg 
salute the hard work and dedication of our Wilkinsburg Firefighters, 

past and present.




