
 www.wilkinsburgsun.com 1

theWilkinsburg

A Free Community newsletter Bringing you good news ABout wilkinsBurg VOL. 5  NO. 3   November  2011

inside
Borough	 3

WCDC	 4

SChool	DiStriCt	 5

liBrary	 6

ChamBer	of	CommerCe	 7

Jason LaCroix stands beside a printing press in his 
studio with his most recent charcoal drawings of 
Garden Dreams in the background.

Head

LaCroix Sees Wilkinsburg in 
Charcoal and Watercolor

continued on page 7

Caption

Not too many people take the time to 

sit and study the sights in Wilkinsburg, but 

Jason LaCroix does. Jason can be seen 

sitting in the same spot for hours. He is an 

artist who has drawn Wilkinsburg almost 

exclusively for the last three years.

His sketches and paintings are studies 

of the architecture, foliage and streets that 

make up our local neighborhoods.

LaCroix is not the kind of artist that 

looks for some far flung scenic spot in which 

to work. “I want to digest where I am. The 

view off my porch is more interesting,” he 

explains. He means that literally; he has 

several paintings that he did from his front 

porch on Center Avenue and at least one of 

his front porch (see picture below).

“I just find the materials around here 

beautiful—the way the lead paint cracks, the 

brick, the architecture….,” says LaCroix.

Most recently, LaCroix has been 

working with vine charcoal, sketching 

large black-and-white images with spots of 

color, particularly at Wilkinsburg’s Garden 

Dreams, the urban farm and nursery. He 

also works in other media: watercolor, oil, 

pencil and prints made from images etched 

in copper plates.

LaCroix said that he and his girlfriend, 

47th Annual ‘Wilkinsburg Gives Thanks’ Breakfast
This long-traditional breakfast, sponsored by the Greater Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce, begins at 8 a.m.  on Tuesday, Nov. 22, at 

the Western Pennsylvania School for the Deaf. Reservations for the breakfast can be made at info@wilkinsburgchamber.com

LaCroix’s sketch book is full of drawings and watercolors of Wilkinsburg, including his own house.
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The Wilkinsburg Sun is a free 
monthly community newsletter published 
by the volunteer Wilkinsburg Community 
Newsletter Board, with the support of the 

Wilkinsburg Borough, the Wilkinsburg 
School District, the Wilkinsburg Chamber 

of Commerce and the Wilkinsburg 
Community Development Corporation. 
The Sun is printed by Knepper Press. 

Please submit all articles and calendar 
events to: editor@wilkinsburgsun.com or by 
mail, P.O. Box 86064, Wilkinsburg, PA 
15221. Please submit articles 6 weeks 

before publication and  
calendar events 4 weeks before  

publication. To advertise,  
e-mail adsales@wilkinsburgsun.com, 

or call 412.916.1790

The Sun accepts submitted articles  
provided they are related to Wilkinsburg 
and are civic-minded. The Sun reserves 
the right to withhold articles from print.

Please note that The Sun does not 
publish political or opinion pieces.

For more news and updates, visit 
the Wilkinsburg Sun on Facebook.

The Christmas Sing 
Concert

Public Safety Meeting 
Welcomes All Nov. 19

Jim Butler, President 
ID # 139251 

 PROFESSIONAL MORTGAGE CONNECTION, LLC 
 

412-672-5060 
 

(Licensed by the PA Department of Banking) 

“Unique Home Loan Programs” 

Thanksgiving is Nov. 24

Spaghetti Luncheon on Nov. 8
Wilkinsburg’s annual Spirit of Caring Spaghetti Luncheon will be served 

from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m., Nov. 8, at the lower-level dining room of South 

Avenue Methodist Church (SAMC), 733 South Ave.

Approaching a 20-year tradition on election day, this luncheon is co-

sponsored by the Wilkinsburg Rotary Club and SAMC. All proceeds will go to the Wilkinsburg 

Boys and Girls Club, Wilkinsburg Community Ministry and Mission Outreach of South 

Avenue Women’s Ministries. 

Tickets are $7 and available from Rotarians or at SAMC—or by calling 412-371-7421. 

Meals also are available for take out, and home-baked goods will be available for purchase.

The 3rd Annual Wilkinsburg A’Caroling 

is Saturday, Dec. 17. Residents can gather 

their family and friends for an evening of 

holiday caroling throughout Wilkinsburg to 

share Christmas joy and show the spirit of 

this wonderful community!

Carolers will sing from 6–7 p.m. each 

group will choose the location where they 

want to sing. MADDADS, for instance, will 

carol in the Hamnett Square area, and others 

are welcome to join them.

Various starting locations will be listed 

as they become available on the Wilkinsburg 

Sun on facebook. flyers with more 

information will be available in the borough 

building and library. 

Call 412-475-7444 or email 

kgrannemann@verizon.net for more infor–

mation or to list a caroling group and location. 

Wilkinsburg A’Caroling is a project of Mad 

Dads of Greater Pittsburgh.
Image  on page 2 courtesy of Suat Eman

On Sunday, Dec. 4, the Wilkinsburg 

Community Ministry (WCM) will be hosting 

“The Christmas Sing Concert” at 4 p.m. 

at the  Deliverance Baptist Church, 812 

Swissvale Avenue.

Wilkinsburg a’Caroling

Church Hosts Pittsburgh 
Mandolin Concert

Mifflin Avenue United Methodist Church, 

905 Mifflin Ave., will be hosting a holiday 

concert with the Pittsburgh Mandolin 

Orchestra on Sunday, Dec. 18, at 3 p.m. Tickets 

are $5 and can be purchased at the door. More 

information can be found at www.mifflinave.

org or www.pittsburghmandolinsociety.org 

or on the Pittsburgh Mandolin Orchestra’s 

facebook page.

The Public Safety Committee of the RSCA 

will meet on Nov. 19 from 10-11:30 a.m. at the 

Mifflin Ave. Methodist Church. The focus will 

be crime prevention and consist of a panel 

from Wilkinsburg, Swissvale, edgewood, 

and Pittsburgh police departments. Topics 

will range from 911 calls to block watches 

to being aware of one’s surroundings. All 

residents are welcome.
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PROBLEMS WITH TRASH PICK-UP? CALL 412.244.2923

Wilkinsburg borough

UPCoMiNg MeeTiNgS

11/2 (Wed.) 7 p.m. Wilkinsburg Borough Council planning session

11/7 (Mon.) 6 p.m. Wilkinsburg Planning Commission

11/9 (Wed.) 7 p.m. Budeget Work Session (open to public)

11/16 (Wed.) 5:30 p.m. Public Safety

11/16 (Wed.) 7 p.m. Wilkinsburg Borough Council legislative session

11/17 (Thurs.) 9:30 A.m. finance Committee

11/22 (Tues.) 7:00 p.m. School Board Meeting (718 Wallace Ave.)

11/23 (Wed.) 6:30 p.m. Capital Planning

11/28 (Mon.) 5:30 p.m. Tax Committee

12/5 (Mon.) 6 p.m. Wilkinsburg Planning Commission

All meetings are at Wilkinsburg Borough Building, 605 Ross Avenue. unless noted.

Important numbers

Mayor’s Office	 	
(412)	224-2920

Borough Manager		 	
(412)	244-2900	ext	101

Borough Receptionist		 	
(412)	244-2900	ext	101

Finance Dept.		 	
(412)	244-2948

Code Enforcement		 	
(412)	244-2923

Public Works Dept.		 	
(412)	244-2934

Police Emergency	 	
911

Police Non-Emergency  
(412)	473-3056

Police Hotline	(Complaint)	
(412)	244-4300

Police Chief	
(412)	244-2915

Fire Emergency	
911

Fire Chief	
(412)	244-2931

Berkheimer  
Tax	Administrator	
(866)	227-4716

Adult Library
(412)	244-2940

Children’s Library
(412)	244-2944

Eastridge Library	
(412)	342-0056

www.wilkinsburgpa.gov

voter turnout. We need to show we’re paying 

attention, and that we care how our community, 

our state and our federal government are run.

It doesn’t matter if you’re Republican, 

Democrat, Independent, or Green. VOTe. Show 

that you are awake, you are paying attention, and 

that you expect your leaders to pay attention to 

you. The polls are open 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. on Nov. 

8. If you are registered and don’t know where 

to cast your vote, visit this website and type in 

your address to find out. http://www.votespa.

com/portal/server.pt/community/where_to_

vote/13520. Make sure to put Pittsburgh as 

the city since Wilkinsburg is considered to be 

a Pittsburgh mailing address by the US Postal 

Service. 

Cast your vote. exercise your right. fulfill 

your responsibility. 

            —Jason Cohn

The Wilkinsburg Holiday Parade 

begins at 11 a.m. on Saturday, Dec. 3. 

The  line-up  for participants is at 10 a.m. 

at the DPW building on Park Avenue. The 

parade will end on Wallace Ave. across 

from the Wilkinsburg High School. 

There will be  a community gathering 

after parade. for more information, 

contact Barbara Thompson, chair, at 

barbarathompson@pnc.com or 412-

576-1964. 

Wilkinsburg Holiday 
Parade on December 3

Tuesday Nov. 8 is going to be a good day. 

I know this because it’s election day. every 

election day is a good day for me, as long as I 

vote. 

It doesn’t matter if your candidates win 

or lose, any day you get to cast your vote is a 

good day. My mother was on my home town city 

council for many years, and my grandmother 

was mayor of her town and also on city council 

there for several decades, so it was instilled in 

me at an early age that you never miss a chance 

to cast your vote.

Sometimes your candidates win, 

sometimes they lose, but as long as you vote, 

you know you did your part. Voting is a sign that 

you take your responsibilities seriously, and 

many understand how many people have fought 

and died for the right of every U.S. citizen to cast 

a vote and be part of choosing leadership on all 

levels of our government. It is nothing to be taken 

for granted, or dismissed as unimportant. That 

does a disservice to those who shed blood and 

tears to win this right.

I’ve always thought that communities who 

vote in higher percentages are more likely to get 

respect from their State and federal officials. We 

need to make sure that our elected officials know 

we’re paying attention and that we care who our 

leaders are. They need to know that we are paying 

attention to the funding levels of our schools, and 

our municipalities. They need to know we are 

watching to see what projects they fund with our 

tax dollars in our community and elsewhere.

If we don’t vote, it makes it easier for our 

community to be ignored and that’s the last thing 

any of us wants. Wilkinsburg is making positive 

strides, and doing so in a difficult economy is no 

easy task. But we need to make strides in our 

editorial: election Day is going to Be good Day

Borough Building Receives energy Makeover
Wilkinsburg’s Borough Building is receiving an energy makeover 

from the County’s energy Program. These retrofits involve mostly 

lighting replacement, according to Dr. fred Ralston, from Allegheny 

County economic Development.

The new lighting is highly energy efficient, and in some areas 

will save 70% in kilowatt per hour usage. The retrofits themselves 

are valued at over $174,000 in equipment and labor.

This makeover is funded with a U.S. Department of energy, 

energy efficiency and Conservation Block Grant to Allegheny 

County, which is part of stimulus. Additional funding is from the 

Richard King Mellon foundation. Duquesne Ligh is providing rebate 

funding for the energy conservation 

measures that result in kilowatt savings.
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D E V E L O P M E N T  N E W S  

www.wilkinsburgcdc.org 

Business District Makeovers  and Streetscape Improvements 

Wilkinsburg Community Development Corporation  | 1001 Wood Street | 412-727-7855 | info@wilkinsburgcdc.org 

Wilkinsburg Community Development Corporation 
November  

       
         You can help by sending a 

 tax-deductible contribution to: 
WCDC 

1001 Wood St. 
 Wilkinsburg, PA  15221 

 
***DONATE ON-LINE*** 

 
www.wilkinsburgcdc.org  

New paint and signs have renewed the  
appearance on more than one building in the                
business district. Along with the new WCDC  
signs and lights, KFC remodeled their building 
and Salvatore's’ improved their exterior over the  

summer. It’s amazing what a new coat of paint can do for a building and private  
investment such as this has a big impact on making Wilkinsburg more beautiful!  
Several  businesses have applied for façade improvement funding and more are 
preparing applications. If you’d like to learn more about fixing up the appearance of 
your business, join us at our monthly design committee meetings.  Our next one is 
November 17th at 6pm at the WCDC office, 1001 Wood Street. 
 
And in the spirit of remodeling, the WCDC is proud to have raised funding to  
support streetscape improvements in the business district.  This summer we  
refurbished the lampposts and bought new globes, hung decorative banners and 
pruned the honey locusts on Wood Street.  Another round of litter receptacles will 
be installed this fall.    
 
It’s a good start, but there’s lots more to do.  We’re only  
halfway to our goal of replacing litter receptacles.  We’ll be 
updating our street signs, planting new street trees and  
continuing to improve our streetscape fixtures and green 
spaces as part of our design goals.  
 
If you like what you’ve seen so far, you can help keep it going! 
Make a  contribution to the WCDC online, by mail  or stop by 
our office and visit us in person. 

Meeting Calendar 
……………………………..…….
……….. 
Thursday 11/3 
Business District Safety Meeting 
8:30-10am    
WCDC Office—1001 Wood St. 
 
Thursday 11/17 
WCDC Design Committee 
6-7:30pm    
WCDC Office 
 
Saturday 11/22 
WCDC Board Meeting  
9-11am  
Wilkinsburg School Admin. Building  
718 Wallace Avenue 
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WILKInSBURg SCHOOL DISTRICT

www.wilkinsburgschools.org

Book Fair opens; 
offers online option

Students talk with actors after the play.

Students in grades 7-12 went to the 

August Wilson Center on Monday, Oct. 3 

to see Last of the Line, a play by Samm-Art 

Williams, actor and Tony Award-nominated 

The book fair is scheduled to run from 

Nov 1–9 in the high school library.  The hours 

are from 8 a.m.–2:30 p.m., except for Nov 8, 

which is the school’s community night and 

the fair is open from 4–8 p.m.. 

Although the fair targets upper 

elementary through high school readers, 

there will be a 1st and 2nd grade level cart 

in the library.  There will also be an online 

fair for people who either cannot get to the 

school building or who want more selection 

for younger children. The online fair allows 

them to purchase books from Pre-K levels 

and up and will run from Oct 20–Nov 9. The 

website for the online fair is http://bookfairs.

scholastic.com/homepage/wilkinsburg.

for further information, contact Rian 

Crothers at 412-871-2228.

TIGERS VARSITY BASKETBALL SCHEDULE FOR DECEMBER

Date  Opponent/Place Time

BOYS VARSITY

Thursday Dec. 1 @ Penn Trafford High School  7:00PM

friday Dec. 9  @ South fayette HS (fort Cherry Tip Off Tournament) 5:00PM

Saturday Dec. 10 @ fC TIP−Off TOURNAMeNT  5:00PM

friday Dec. 16 @ Brentwood High School  7:30PM

Tuesday Dec. 20 *  Bishop Canevin High School  @HOMe 7:30PM

Tuesday Dec. 27  @ Gateway—Holiday Classic Gateway TBA

Wednesday Dec. 28  @ Gateway−Holiday Classic Gateway TBA

GIRLS VARSITY

friday Dec. 9 @ OPeN DATe (Butler Tip Off Classic) 7:30PM

Saturday Dec. 10 @ OPeN DATe (Butler Tip Off Classic) 7:00PM

Monday Dec. 12 @ Avonworth HS 7:30PM

Thursday Dec. 15 *  @ Greensburg Central Catholic HS 6:00PM

Monday Dec. 19  * Southmoreland School District @HOMe 7:30PM

Wednesday Dec. 21 Trinity Christian School(Pittsburgh)@HOMe 7:30PM

Thursday Dec. 22 @ Serra Catholic High School Serra Catholic High School  7:30PM

Thursday Dec. 29 @ OPeN DATe (Cal U Holiday Classic)   7:00PM

friday Dec. 30  @ OPeN DATe (Cal U Holiday Classic)   7:00PM

Students Visit August Wilson to See ‘Last of the Line’
playwright, which tells the story of African-

American slaveholders and their ancestors. 

The play is described by The Pittsburgh 

Cultural Trust as “Told in a stream of 

consciousness tenor, the play flashbacks 

from 2005 to the years 1845-75. The story 

tests loyalties and histories, and forces the 

modern day characters to examine their own 

identities, in relation to power, resources 

and blood money.”

Wilkinsburg Superintendent Archie 

Perrin lauded students and parents in 

acknowledgement of their exhibiting 

exemplary behavior during their visit. “Too 

often the good behavior exhibited by our 

students goes unnoticed, while the negative 

events are highlighted,” Perrin said. “I would, 

therefore, like to take this opportunity on 

behalf of the office of the superintendent to 

extend heartfelt appreciation and a special 

thank you to those students who have shown 

responsibility in respecting themselves, 

their classmates, school administration and 

staff, and their families and communities. 

The district further applauds the efforts 

of parents and other stakeholders for 

continuing to work toward making this 

school year an exciting, peaceful, productive 

and successful one.” 
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Check out the Library
New at the Library

Black History: A Retrospective, 3 

videodiscs.  features the life, culture, and 

accomplishments of some of the most 

influential African Americans like frederick 

Douglass, Booker T. Washington, Paul 

Robeson, Joe Louis and Malcolm X.

Dead Reckoning by Charlaine Harris. 

“The pump should be well primed for another 

print installment of Sookie Stackhouse’s 

supernatural southern adventures,” Booklist.

Ladder to the Moon by Maya Soetoro-Ng; 

illustrated by Yuyi Morales.  Suhaila’s wish to 

know her deceased grandmother is granted 

when a golden 

ladder appears at 

her window and 

Grandma Annie 

invites her on a 

journey to the moon, 

where they welcome 

people who are facing tragedy.  Ages 4-8.

Cake Boss by Buddy Valastro. In this 

heartfelt memoir, master baker and star of 

the #1 hit TLC show, Buddy Valastro tells his 

inspiring story and recounts his family’s warm 

memories from a lifetime of living, loving, and 

cake making.

Holiday din-

ners are avail able 

for those who 

need them from 

the Wilkinsburg 

Community Ministry (WCM).

The sign up dates for Thanksgiving 

dinner are Oct. 17–Nov. 15, and the dinners 

will be distributed Nov. 21.

The sign up dates for Christmas are Oct. 

17–Dec. 14. These dinners will be distributed 

Dec. 21. 

Photo ID with proof of address is requred 

and recipients must live in Wilkinsburg. for 

more information, call WCM at 412-241-8072 

or fax at 412-241-8315.

Wilkinsburg Community Ministry offers Holiday Dinners
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also an artist and printmaker, chose to 

move to Wilkinsburg from Boston because 

of the affordable housing and the larger 

artistic community.

He is a graduate of the Massachusetts 

College of Art, but pays the rent by waiting 

tables in the evenings at Oakland’s Legume 

(formerly in Regent 

A few more of Jason LaCroix’s sketches and paintings of Wilkinsburg 
that he laid out in his studio.

Square.) Of course, someday he would 

rather work on his art full time. Those 

interested in seeing more of LaCroix’s work 

can visit his blog at: jasondavidlacroix.

blogspot.com. His art work is available for 

purchase by emailing him at the address on 

his blog.

greater Wilkinsburg 
Chamber of Commerce
www.wilkinsburgchamber.com 
412.252.0234

Farmers Market Open Through November 17

The farmer’s Market is open every Thursday, 3-6 p.m., located in the parking lot 

between Ross & South Aves., behind the South Avenue Methodist Church, 733 South 

Ave. 

Chamber’s Website

Please visit our website for more 

information on upcoming events, including 

after-hours networking and business 

workshops, and information on how 

you can become a member.  Greater 

Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce, www.

wilkinsburgchamber.com, 412-242-0234.

Next General Meeting

All members are invited to the next 

meeting of the Chamber of Commerce on 

Thursday, Nov. 20 at 8 a.m. on the 2nd floor 

of the Wilkinsburg Borough Building.

Fresh • Locally Grown

Don’t miss the
 Wilkinsburg Farmers Market

every Thursday through Nov. 17
3–6 p.m. in the Ross Avenue Parking Lot

LACROIX

continued from page 1
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Mulberry Community Church
Rev. Kevin Cooper, Senior Pastor

601 Wallace Ave.
Wilkinsburg, PA 15221

INVITES YOU TO JOIN US IN A GREAT TIME WITH THE LORD AND THE LIVING MINISTRY
Everyone Is Welcome!!!

• 10:30 Sunday School
• 11 a.m. Praise and Worship
Followed by the Sermon of the Day!!

•  Bible study every Tuesday at 7 p.m.
•  Family counseling, college preparation, job readiness and training
•  Walk of Faith—Memorial in granite—self or deceased loved ones

If you need transportation please call a day before.
Contact us at:
Frank—412-915-0699  Edy—412-626-8022
Steve—412-403-0866  Yvonne—412-773-3000
  Sponsored in part by helping hands CDC

On October 1, despite 40 degree weather 

and a constant drizzle of rain, 35 youth and 15 

adults, along with DPW staff, worked to clean 

up Wilkinsburg, instilling a sense of mission 

among the youth in the first Sanctuary Project 

Youth Service Day.  Weeding, trimming 

hedges and picking up trash occurred around 

Johnston  School, Turner School, behind 

Douglas Plaza Apartments, the lot across 

from the high school and the alley behind it 

and Hunter field. Members of the following 

ministries attended: Addison Behavior Health, 

Dunamis Baptist Church, Covenant Church of 

Pittsburgh, Pied Piper Ministry, Mad Dads, 

South Avenue United Methodist Church, 

Wilkinsburg Church of the Nazarene and 

The Christian Church of Wilkinsburg, which 

provided  breakfast and lunch for  the hard 

(and cold) workers! The Sanctuary Project is 

a unique collaboration among the ministers 

of the community with Chief Cookie Coleman 

and Mayor John Thompson.  for more 

information, contact Pastor Janet Hellner-

Burris at pastorjanethb@verizon.net.

Local Youth Serve Community

On Oct. 29 and Nov. 5 and 12, volunteers 

are needed to plant trees with NMRWA (Nine 

Mile Run Watershed Association) for the 

Wilkinsburg Tree Vitalize Project—500 Trees 

Initiative!

This project will ensure tree-lined streets 

for Wilkinsburg’s future while providing many 

economic and social benefits. In addition, 

these trees will reduce stormwater runoff 

and non-point source pollution entering the 

Nine Mile Run stream. Tools and supplies will 

be provided, as well as coffee and bagels.  

On Oct. 29, volunteers should meet 

at 9:30 a.m. at the Wilkinsburg Municipal 

Parking Lot behind South Avenue United 

Methodist Church at 733 South Avenue

Register by writing alicia@ninemilerun.

org or by calling 412.371.8779 ext. 116.

Locations for the Nov. 5 and 12 plantings 

will be listed at. www.ninemilerun.org.

Volunteers Needed to 
Plant Trees in Borough
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