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Residents to Walk 
for Hunger

On Sunday, Oct. 9, many from Pittsburgh’s 

East End will participate in the annual Pittsburgh 

East CROP Hunger walk. CROP walks help to 

support the overall ministry of Church World 

Service (CWS), especially grassroots, hunger-

fighting development efforts around the world. 

CROP Hunger Walks help to provide food 

and water, as well as resources that empower 

people to meet their own needs—from seeds and 

tools, to wells and water systems, to technical 

training and micro-enterprise loans. Twenty-

five percent of the monies raised through the 

Pittsburgh East walk will go to two local hunger 

programs—Wilkinsburg Community Ministry and 

East End Cooperative Ministries.

Walkers will gather at South Avenue United 

Methodist Church on Oct. 9.  Registration begins 

at 1 p.m. and the walk starts at 2 p.m.

Interested walkers or donors can contact 

Beth Simon at 412-243-0381.  Online donations 

can be made at www.churchworldservice.org, 

following links to Pittsburgh East CROP Hunger 

Walk 2011.  

Cadets get a tour of the police department during this summer’s Youth Police 
Academy. The purpose of the academy is to educate residents from ages 6 to 16 
about public service, including the judicial system, emergency services and law 
enforcement with an emphasis on self respect and the respect of others.

During the two-week day camp, the cadets experienced a lot of hands-on 
activities, including tours of the 911 communications center and fire department.

This year’s graduates are Rocco Doman, London Fitzgerald, Rocerick Givens, Jr., 
DaShawn Harris, DaJuan Howze, Khylil Johnson, Amontae Lucas, Jharon McHenry, 
Jamarcus Peck, Nico Taylor, Edward Tillman, Dominique Washington, and Dontae 
Washington.

 

The coordinator for this year’s academy was  Det. Sgt. Wayne A. McKenith, Sr.

Halloween 2011
Wilkinsburg will celebrate Halloween on 
Oct. 31 from 6-8 p.m.  The Mayor’s Office 
and the Police Department will supervise a 
5:30 p.m. parade that will march from the 
borough building up Wood street, turn right 
onto Penn Avenue down to center street, 
and then head back down Penn, returning to 
the third floor of the borough building for a 
party for children 3 -12 years of age. 
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On Oct 22, from 10 a.m.–2 p.m., is 

an official Clean Up Day for Wilkinsburg. 

Volunteers can meet at the Borough Building 

or organize a few neighbors to help clean up 

their own blocks. Residents are encouraged 

to take pride in Wilkinsburg and in their own 

neighborhoods. Large items can be placed 

on the curb along with bags of trash. DPW will 

pick them up later if called at 412-244-2934.

Girl Scouts Conduct MagNut 
Sale and Look for Music Leader

The Wilkinsburg Girl Scout troop 51058 

is beginning their upcoming scouting season 

2011-12. They are looking for a retired music 

teacher or a past Girl Scout leader to teach 

Girl Scout and holiday songs.

From Oct. 1–22, Wilkinsburg Girl Scout 

Troop 51058 will be conducting a MagNut 

Program—a way for troops to earn money 

for the Girl Scout season, as well as to set 

and achieve goals by selling candy, nuts, 

and magazines. Each item costs between 

$5–6 dollars.

Interested parties can email 

gstroop1058@hotmail.com. Proceeds 

will help the girls purchase  Girl Scout 

handbooks as well as participate in a winter 

camp experience.

Free Program to Showcase 
Wilkinsburg’s Musical History

The Wilkinsburg Historical Society will 

meet Monday, Oct. 17 at 7:30 p.m. in the 

Wesley Room of the South Avenue United 

Methodist Church to celebrate the history 

of music in Wilkinsburg.  Linda Jennings, 

Wilkinsburg librarian, will present slides 

showing the community’s musical variety 

through the years.  Anyone interested 

is welcome to attend this free program. 

Refreshments will be served.
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Computers and Electronics 
Collected On Oct. 8
Residents can bring unwanted electronics for 

recycling to the parking lot between the South 

Avenue Methodist Church and Save A Lot on 

Oct. 8 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. This includes 

computers, monitors, printers, fax machines, 

microwaves, televisions and VCRs. There is 

no charge for this service, which is provided 

by Goodwill of Southwestern Pennsylvania.

Youth to Beautify Community

The Sanctuary Project will host “Project 

Clean Sweep” for youth ages 13 and older 

on Saturday, Oct. 1, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. All are 

welcome to begin at The Christian Church 

of Wilkinsburg (across from the Wilkinsburg 

High School, 748 Wallace Ave.). Breakfast and 

lunch will be served. For more information or 

donations, contact Rev. Janet Hellner Burris 

at (412) 241-2556 orpastorjanethb@verizon.net

Free T-Shirts will be given in 

appreciation for service. The Sanctuary 

Project is a ministry of The Wilkinsburg 

Ministerial Association. See p. 8 for more. 

Free Home Workshops
The following free workshops at the 

Landmark Housing Resource Center at 

744 Rebecca Avenue are available to those 

who pre-register:

October 8, Home Energy Efficiency, 

2—3:3- p.m. 

October 24, Repair Your Finances, 

6-7:30 p.m. Learn how to repair your credit.

RSVPs for workshops should be made 

with Mary Lu Denny at 412-471-5808, ext 

527, or marylu@phlf. For more information 

visit www.landmarkshousingresource.

org. LHRC is a program of the Pittsburgh 

History & Landmarks Foundation.

Green Street  neighbors rallied for a clean up last May 8 that made a big difference in their park. 
If you participate in one of the fall clean ups listed below, take a picture and send it  to editor@
wilkinsburgsun.com. You could find it here in the next issue.

Clean Up Day October 22 Will Be Supported by Pitt
The day’s efforts will be bolstered 

by volunteers from Pitt University’s Make 

a Difference Day (PMADD) in which Pitt 

students seek to serve local communities. For 

more information, see www.pitt.edu/~pmadd/

about.html.
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PROBLEMS WITH TRASH PICK-UP? CALL 412.244.2923

UPCOMiNG MEEtiNGS

10/3 (Mon.) 6 p.m. Wilkinsburg Planning Commission

10/5 (Wed.) 7 p.m. Wilkinsburg Borough Council planning session

10/19 (Wed.) 5:30 p.m. Public Safety

10/19 (Wed.) 7 p.m. Wilkinsburg Borough Council legislative session

10/20 (Thurs.) 9:30 A.m. Finance Committee

10/24 (Mon.) 5:30 p.m. Tax Committee

10/25 (Tues.) 7:00 p.m. School Board Meeting (718 Wallace Ave.)

10/26 (Wed.) 6:30 p.m. Capital Planning

11/7 (Mon.) 6 p.m. Wilkinsburg Planning Commission

11/2 (Wed.) 7 p.m. Wilkinsburg Borough Council planning session

All meetings are at Wilkinsburg Borough Building, 605 Ross Avenue. unless noted.

Important numbers

Mayor’s Office	 	
(412)	244-2920

Borough Manager		 	
(412)	244-2900	ext	101

Borough Receptionist		 	
(412)	244-2900	ext	101

Finance Dept.		 	
(412)	244-2948

Code Enforcement		 	
(412)	244-2923

Public Works Dept.		 	
(412)	244-2934

Police Emergency	 	
911

Police Non-Emergency  
(412)	473-3056

Police Hotline	(Complaint)	
(412)	244-4300

Police Chief	
(412)	244-2915

Fire Emergency	
911

Fire Chief	
(412)	244-2931

Berkheimer  
Tax	Administrator	
(866)	227-4716

Adult Library
(412)	244-2940

Children’s Library
(412)	244-2944

Eastridge Library	
(412)	342-0056

Proposed Budget Action Schedule 
for the Borough’s 2012 Budget

On September 30, a preliminary budget was provided to 

Wilkinsburg Borough’s Council. The following meetings are public  

and will determine what is included in the 2012 budget.

October 6  Finance Committee meeting.

October 12  Budget work session at 7 p.m.

October 26  Budget work session at 7 p.m.

November 9  Budget work session at 7 p.m., if needed.  

November 16 Introduction of proposed 2012 budget at 

the Council meeting, tentative adoption and approval for advertising 

and public inspection. 

In mid-November, the council will publish a statement of when 

and where the proposed budget can be viewed.  The Tax Ordinance 

will also be advertised. At a Dec. 14 meeting, the Council will adopt 

the final 2012 budget and the 2012 Tax Ordinance.    

At the Sept. 21 Council meeting, the Borough of Wilkinsburg 

approved the hiring of two police officers. They will begin serving 

the community within a month and a half and that will bring 

Wilkinsburg’s police force to 23 full-time officers.

Wilkinsburg borough
www.wilkinsburgpa.gov

Police Force Adds two 
Full-time Officers

The Borough of Wilkinsburg received its first ever bond rating 

from Standard and Poor’s this year. The borough received an 

A rating, which is on par with some of the better communities 

in the region and  a great measure of the borough government’s 

stability.

In addition, the Borough Council voted on Sept. 21 to pass 

a bond issue to refinance a previous bond issue at a lower rate, 

saving over $158,000 in interest.

Council also approved a bond for capital expenditures 

to improve the infrastructure of the Borough, and to meet the 

pension obligation to the Fire Department retirees in the wake of 

the merger with the City of Pittsburgh Fire Department. Due to 

the excellent bond rating and the currently very favorable rates, 

taxpayers are benefiting from very low interest rates. There will be 

more information on this in the November issue.

Borough Receives ‘A’ 
Rating from S & P

trick or treat 

for the Borough 
is Monday, 
October 31, 
from 6-8 p.m. 
See page 1 for 
information on 
the borough-
sponsored parade 
and children’s 
party.
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D E V E L O P M E N T  N E W S  

www.wilkinsburgcdc.org 

Wilkinsburg Businesses — How Are We Doing? 

Wilkinsburg Community Development Corporation  | 1001 Wood Street | 412-727-7855 | info@wilkinsburgcdc.org 

Wilkinsburg Community Development Corporation 
October  

       
         You can help by sending a 

 tax-deductible contribution to: 
WCDC 

1001 Wood St. 
 Wilkinsburg, PA  15221 

 
***DONATE ON-LINE*** 

 
www.wilkinsburgcdc.org  

A Warm Welcome to our Newest Staff Member 
The WCDC welcomes Jakob zumFelde to our staff.  Jakob grew up in Goshen, Indiana, 
and recently completed a bachelor’s degree in Environmental Science and Chemistry at 
Eastern Mennonite University in Harrisonburg, Va. He is now living in East Liberty as a 
part of the PULSE program. PULSE (Pittsburgh Urban Leadership Service Experience, 
http://pulsepittsburgh.org/) is a community of young adults who live in Pittsburgh and 
spend a year developing their leadership through work with a local non-profit. Jakob is 
passionate about finding ways to provide sustainable transportation, economic and  
social opportunities for all people; and he’s excited to learn about and engage in the  
Wilkinsburg community through the various initiatives of WCDC. 

Jakob zumFelde 
WCDC Program  

Coordinator 

      
Over the summer, Jennifer Alfieri, our intern from the University of Pittsburgh’s 
Graduate School of Public and International Affairs, conducted a survey of 30  
Wilkinsburg businesses. The survey requested information about each business, 
their perspective of current conditions and their knowledge of the WCDC’s  
programs and initiatives. 
 
     This sample group of businesses employs 141 people, 49 of whom are  
Wilkinsburg residents; 61 are full time and 71 are part time. Of these businesses,  
14 have a Business Plan, five of them received professional assistance in  
developing their plan, and eight of the businesses report that they are on track.  Nine 
of the businesses report an increase in sales from last year. That’s good news for 
our local business district! 
 
     To what degree is the Business District safe?  Over 50% of business owners  
surveyed say it is “Somewhat Better.”   Additionally, 27 out of 30 businesses  
reported that they never or rarely have to call the police.  But if they do, the police 
response is less than 5 minutes. 
 
     When the WCDC was established in 2008, community involvement drove the  
initial planning.  Half of the businesses say they have participated in committee or 
business district safety meetings. 
 
     Michael Yellet, the WCDC’s Beautification Coordinator, helps to maintain our 
business district’s appearance.   Rating the degree of street and sidewalk  
cleanliness, 83% of the businesses rated an improvement as “Somewhat or Ex-
tremely Better.” Many businesses appreciate the new litter receptacles and hope that 
more are installed as additional funding becomes available.   
       
If you would like to participate in our survey of Wilkinsburg businesses, please call 
the WCDC office:  412-727-7855. 

Meeting Calendar 
……………………………..…….
……….. 
Thursday 10/6 
Business District Safety Meeting 
8:30-10am    
WCDC Office—1001 Wood St. 
 
Thursday 10/20 
WCDC Design Committee 
6-7:30pm    
WCDC Office 
 
Saturday 10/29 
WCDC Board Meeting  
9-11am  
Wilkinsburg School Admin. Building  
718 Wallace Avenue 
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Wilkinsburg school District

www.wilkinsburgschools.org

On Sept. 9, Johnson Elementary observed the 10th 
anniversary of September 11.  Pictured with the flag 
are third graders.

Duquesne University Partners with the Wilkinsburg School District

Kelly Students Are Celebrated; 
Grandparents Visit

Students at Kelly Elementary who scored “proficient” or 

“advanced” on last year’s PSSA test were recognized at a 

celebration on Friday Sept. 2. 

Grandparents came in on Friday, Sept. 9, to participate in the 

morning meeting and were treated to a muffin or danish with their 

grandchildren to celebrate National Grandparent’s Day.

School District Calendar
NS=No Students; SC=Schools Closed

October 7 County-wide Prof. Dev. Day (NS)

October 28 End of First Grading Period (42 days)

October 31 Clerical Day (NS)

November 8 Election Day & Parent Conf. Day (NS)

November 24-25 Thanksgiving Vacation (SC)

November 28 Local Holiday (SC)

December 23 Local Holiday (SC)

December 26  Mandatory Holiday (SC)

December 27-30 Winter Recess (SC)

January 2 Mandatory Holiday (SC)

January 3 Local Holiday (SC)

January 19 End of Second Grading Period (45 days)

January 16 Martin Luther King Day (SC)

January 20 Clerical Day (NS)

February 1 Act 80 Day (NS)

February 20 President’s Day (SC)

March 23 End of Third Grading Period ( 43 days)

March 26 1/2 Clerical Day & Parent Conf. (NS)

April 5 Snow Make-up Day If Needed

April 6 Spring Recess (SC)

April 9 Snow Make-up Day If Needed

April 24 Election Day & Parent/In-Service Conf. Day

May 18 Act 80 Day (NS)

May 28 Memorial Day (SC)

May 29 Act 80 Day (NS)

May 30 School Picnic & Act 80 Day (NS)

June 7 Clerical Day (NS)

June 8 Last Day for Students

In keeping with the “Changing The Way We Do 

Business” theme for this school year, Wilkinsburg recently 

welcomed Duquesne University  students, introducing 

them to an urban school district setting and the 

environments and social issues they may face in teaching.

The university’s Department of Educational 

Foundations and Leadership and the school district 

have partnered to provide an educational experience 

for their sophomore  students who are pursuing teacher 

degrees. The partnership is a result of the university’s 

request for the district’s homeless liaison to present 

to scholars from throughout the country and doctoral 

candidates on the issues of poverty and homelessness 

at their Spring Symposium on Poverty.

Karen Payne, school board president, and 

Superintendent Perrin also participated in presentations at 

the Homeless Education Fund Board and the symposium.

Their commitment is to ensure, said Payne “that 

teachers have a better understanding of where our youth and their families come 

from, how they can best  support them in their educational experience....It will provide 

the students with a real sense of the community as well as the school district.”

One outcome of the partnership will be a directory of resources and services 

for homeless families  specific to the Wilkinsburg area, compiled by the university 

students.  —Velma Parker, Attendance Officer, WBSD

Duquesne students meet on Sept. 12 at the Wilkinsburg administration building. The 
university will hold class there on a weekly basis for the full semester.
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Check Out the Library

The next time you walk along South Avenue, enjoy the new garden designed and planted by 
participants in Milestone’s day and outpatient programs.  The garden is adjacent to 716 South 
Avenue and was the brainchild of Milestone associate Benjamin Bishop who saw the benefits 
horticulture and gardening activities would offer to Milestone consumers and the community.

The group meets for two hours each Monday to weed, prune and water. This year they planted 
tomatoes, onions and garlic along with several different herbs.  Sustainability is a key function of 
the garden, so numerous perennials and evergreens also grace the site.  The Wilkinsburg community 
has donated tree stumps for sitting and reflecting and tomato stakes. For more information, contact 
Bishop at 412-243-3400 extension 406.

Sleeping Bags Donated for 
Homeless Students

Veteran’s Leadership Program and 

the Wilkinsburg School District partnered 

to provide sleeping bags for homeless 

students in the district.

The Veteran’s Leadership Program, 

located on the Southside of Pittsburgh, 

supports veterans who have served in the 

U.S. armed forces. 

Through this partnership, the district 

is able to refer identified family members 

who have served in the armed forces and 

reside in Wilkinsburg. Because the Veteran’s 

Leadership Program was in receipt of 

sleeping bags, they offered some to children 

who don’t always have a bed to sleep in, even 

when they are living with family members 

or friends who have opened their homes. 

Because of the program’s generosity, 

the Homeless Liaison will be contacting 

families and school district personnel to 

identify children who could benefit from the 

donation.

—Velma Parker, Attendance Officer

The Wilkinsburg Public Library is 

coordinating a weekly Wise Walk. Walkers 

meet at the Adult Library (2nd floor of the 

Borough Building) every Tuesday at 11 a.m. 

for a half-hour walk. Participants receive a 

free pedometer, walking guide and a healthy 

snack. T-shirts will also be provided to the 

first 15 people to register. The activity began 

Sept. 13 but registration is ongoing.  Those 

interested can call Brad Minnigh at 412-244-

4378 to get started.

New at the Library

Secrets to the Grave by Tami Hoag. 

“Crime novel set in a time before computerized 

databases, instantaneous data sharing, 

and high-tech forensics. Hoag’s Night Sins 

cracked the New York Times Best Seller list 

in 1995, and her next nine books followed 

suit. We make this one an odds-on favorite 

to extend the streak to 11 in a row,” Booklist.

A Silken Thread by Brenda Jackson.  

Bestselling author Jackson presents an 

unforgettable story of relationships at their 

most complex, and 

of how hard it can be 

to choose between 

living separate 

lives—or holding fast 

when love hangs by 

a thread.

Dave the Potter:  

Artist, Poet, Slave by Laban Carrick Hill; 

illustrated by Bryan Collier. “Little is known 

about the man known as Dave the potter. 

Two things are certain, though: he was a 

slave in South Carolina, and he was a potter 

of uncommon skill...A beautiful introduction 

to a great lost artist,” Booklist.

Family of Freedom: Presidents and 

African Americans in the White House by 

Kenneth T. Walsh. “Walsh draws on his 

extensive experience covering the White 

House as a journalist to examine the history 

of the presidency through the lens of the 

African-American experience,” Publishers 

Weekly.
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“Our mission is to improve the 
economic, civic and cultural 
well being of the community.”

Greater Wilkinsburg 
Chamber of Commerce
www.wilkinsburgchamber.com 
412.252.0234

New Administrative Assistant

The Wilkinsburg Chamber recently 

welcomed Mindy Nagy as the new 

administrative assistant. Mindy’s first 

project is to update member information 

and create a membership directory. For 

inquiries or copies of the directory when it 

is complete, please contact Mindy at info@

wilkinburgchamber.com.

“Wilkinsburg Gives Thanks” Breakfast

Save the Date for the “Wilkinsburg 

Gives Thanks” annual breakfast. This 

year’s event will on Tuesday, Nov. 22.

Don’t miss the
 Wilkinsburg Farmers Market

every Thursday through Nov. 18
3–6 p.m. in the Ross Avenue Parking Lot

Fresh • Locally Grown

On Sept. 10, the Landmark Housing Resource Center tour of the Wilkinsburg properties being 
renovated by the Pittsburgh History & Landamrks Foundation  (PHLF) included inside looks 
at some of the houses now available for purchase. Above David Farkas, PHLF director of Main 
Street Programs, shows before-and-after slides of the renovation work before the tour.
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Last November the ministers of 

Wilkinsburg gathered in shock and sorrow 

over the murders of four youth when Chief 

Coleman challenged the community by 

saying “You are thinking too small for God. 

This is a spiritual problem and we need our 

churches to lead us.”

And so the Sanctuary Project was 

born. Ten congregations, three ministries, 

one social service agency, along with Chief 

Coleman and Mayor Thompson have been 

meeting several times a month to listen 

in order to eliminate youth violence and 

promote Wilkinsburg as a wonderful place in 

which to live, work and worship.

In only nine months, the project has 

offered a Community Block Party to 

highlight opportunities for youth during the 

summer, hired a summer intern and now a 

school-year intern to help reach youth on 

the streets, conducted a month long prayer 

vigil for a safe summer, and now are looking 

forward to a Youth Community Service Day 

on Saturday, Oct. 1.

In addition, seven clergy are working 

with the Chief and the Mayor to form a 

Critical Incident Chaplaincy. Meanwhile, 

eleven new ministries are waiting for 

grant funding for a film school, summer 

internships, basketball, wrestling, cooking 

Free hair-cuts, photographs, games, food and basketball contests during the Sanctuary Project’s 
Block Party on May 21

the Sanctuary Project: “Saving Our Youth to Save Our Community”

Jim Butler, President 
ID # 139251 

 PROFESSIONAL MORTGAGE CONNECTION, LLC 
 

412-672-5060 
 

(Licensed by the PA Department of Banking) 

“Unique Home Loan Programs” 

and homework assistance.

Anyone interested in assisting the 

churches in creating “safe” places for youth 

can contact the convener of the Sanctuary 

Project, Pastor Janet Hellner-Burris at 

pastorjanethb@verizon.net. 


