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Pro-baller and Author Holden Visits the Neighborhood
J.R. Holden can list many
accomplishments, but the moment he tells
youth that he has played against Kobe
Bryant and other basketball greats, he has
their attention.
J. R. Holden has a message for youth
in Wilkinsburg: “Live life
without boundaries.”
Holden, an Olympic
athlete who played
professional basketball
for Russia, grew up on
Franklin Avenue. He
returned recently to be
the grand marshal of
Wilkinsburg’s holiday
parade, and he took
some time to visit his
childhood home and talk
with The Sun.
As a kid, he was like many in the
neighborhood today. He played midget
league football and had a basketball hoop

with no court near his
home where he practiced
his shot. He credits
teachers and mentors,
many of whom are still
working in Wilkinsburg
today, for
helping to keep
him “off the
streets.”
His
life since
Wilkinsburg
may be hard
for some kids
to imagine, but
Holden never
saw limits. He
always expected
more and was
not afraid to try the next
thing or work harder for the future.
At the age of 14, he got a scholarship

Holden in front of his childhood home on Franklin
Avenue.

continued on page 6

Happy 125th, Wilkinsburg!

This was the float created by the Puffinburg Furniture Company for the 25th
anniversary parade in 1912. A. J. Puffinburg opened his business at 705 Penn
Avenue in 1895, selling furniture, carpets, awnings, and other home furnishings.
They remained in business for 30 years, then sold it to Faller’s Better Furniture.

The year 2012 marks a milestone for the Borough of
Wilkinsburg—its 125th anniversary. After the October
1887 incorporation of Wilkinsburg as a borough, changes
came rapidly as the rural village became a robust center
where people came to live, work, worship, attend school
and raise their families. Its citizens have understandable
pride in their unique community.
During 2012, the Wilkinsburg Historical Society will
submit vintage photographs to the Sun. They hope we
enjoy learning about our past. For those who wish to learn
more, the society meets every third Monday of the month,
March through November at 7:30 p.m. in the Wesley
Room of the South Avenue United Methodist Church. All
are welcome to these free meetings.
See page 3 for another vintage picture.
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Peebles Square Showcases Three New Homes

Brand-new, from-the-ground-up
houses are not built very frequently in
Wilkinsburg. So it’s big news that three
new single-family homes will debut soon
along South Avenue in the borough’s
Peebles Square district.
The two-story, three-bedroom homes
will complement five similar homes built
along Peebles Street in 2010 and already
are occupied. Completion of the new units
is projected for March, weather permitting.
As many as four additional houses
may be built on the site, pending funding,
for a potential total of 12. The assemblage
of newly built houses fits in with a row of
six gorgeous old Mission-style townhouses
along the 100 block of Peebles that were
renovated and sold in 2008.
It’s a housing deal that spans a
century. The six formal, now renovated,
townhouses were erected in 1910 and built
with all the character and elegance of glass
and wood that typified fine homes of that
era. One hundred years later, construction
of the new, free-standing homes on
individual lots further along Peebles
Avenue was underway.
Peebles Square—bounded by Peebles,
South, Trenton and Ross—is a joint effort
among ACTION Housing, Hosanna
House and Allegheny County.
Previously, the row of townhouses in
the 100 block had become a disgraceful
wreck of its original splendor. Units
were drastically run down or outright
vandalized, many with crude plywood
barriers shutting up the windows and
doorways once hand-crafted by master
tradesmen.
At the same time, the square of land
where the new individual homes are sited
was for years a wild tangle of derelict houses,
trash dumping and out-of-control vegetation.
But what a change! When the newest
houses are complete in a few weeks, 14
households will enjoy fashionable homes
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with the newest, most efficient mechanical
systems and a location that’s hard to
beat—handy to main avenues, public
transportation, Frick Park, and numerous
walkable shopping options.
Financially, Peebles Square is a winner,
too. The townhouses are huge, boasting
three bedrooms, two baths and 1,800
square feet of floor space. Each sold for
approximately $85,000 in 2008.
The newly constructed single homes
measure 1,500 square feet, with three
bedrooms and two baths. The newest units
are being offered at $99,900.
Because of government sponsorship of
the development, buyers must meet income
guidelines and must live in the homes.
Sales of the newest houses are being
handled by Jennifer Cash Wade of Keller
Williams Realty.
—William McCloskey

Girl Scout Cookie Time Again
Wilkinsburg Girl Scout troop 5-1058
will hold a booth sale at Save-a-Lot on
Saturday, Feb. 25, from 11:30 a.m. to 2:30
p.m. Proceeds will help the girls go camping.
Supporters can also donate cookies
to the US Troops. For more information,
e-mail gstroop1058@hotmail.

Free Tax Preparation for LowIncome Households
Just Harvest, a non-profit organization,
offers free tax preparation services to
low-income households at three Allegheny
County sites until April 17: its Southside
headquarters, the CCAC Boyce Campus in
Monroeville, and the Bedford Hope Center
in the Hill District.
Families with incomes up to $40,000
or individuals with income up to $20,000
qualify. Interested parties who have their
W-2 forms, may schedule an appointment
at www.pghfreetaxes.org or 412-255-1155.

Tree Tenders Course to be
Offered in Wilkinsburg
A tree care course will be held on Sat,
Mar. 3 at South Avenue United Methodist
Church from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Training is
offered at a special discounted fee of $10
for Nine Mile Run watershed residents,
$20 for non-residents. Scholarships are
available. Course includes lunch and a Tree
Tender shirt. To register, please contact
Alicia Donner, GreenLinks Coordinator,
at the Nine Mile Run Watershed
Association by calling 412-371-8779, ext.
116 or emailing alicia@ninemilerun.org.

Request a Tree
If you are a property owner that is
interested in trees in a public right of way
near your property, a Tree Request Form is
available on the NMRWA website: http://
ninemilerun.org/tree-request-form.
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With the New Year and new officers,
Wilkinsburg Council has made some changes
to its meeting schedule and committee
structure. It will now meet on the 1st, 2nd and
3rd Wednesday of most months (with some
exceptions for holidays and vacation time).
Meetings will begin at 7 p.m. with public
comment at the start of the meeting. Generally,
the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays will be work
sessions to discuss issues formerly discussed
by its separate committees. Finance issues will
generally be discussed on the 1st Wednesday
of the month and Public Safety and Capital
Planning (including emerging infrastructure
and economic development issues) will be
discussed on the 3rd Wednesday.
At each meeting, time will be left for
matters that don’t fit into any of these three
areas but that need discussion. While council
can vote at these meetings, the intent is
that the majority of voting will take place
on the 2nd Wednesday of the month at the
Legislative Session.
The hope is that the public will have
greater access to the discussions that council
formerly had in committees, and that by all
members being able to attend these meetings,
council will be more efficient and productive.
The following actions were taken at the
Jan. 3 Reorganization Meeting: Paige Trice
(1st Ward) and Vanessa McCarthy-Johnson
(2nd Ward) were sworn in for their second
terms. and Eve Goodman (3rd Ward) for
her first. Eugenia Moore (1st Ward) could
not attend due to illness but will be sworn
in for her third term separately. Jason Cohn
(2nd Ward) was elected President of Council
and Vanessa McCarthy-Johnson (2nd Ward)
Vice President. Michael Witherel Esq. was
appointed to be the Borough Solicitor and
Glenn Engineering was re-appointed as the
Borough Engineer.
The following appointments were
made for chairpersons: Vanessa McCarthyJohnson, Public Safety Committee; Tracey
Evans, Capital Planning Committee; Michael
Lefevbre, Finance Committee.
Paige Trice will remain as the Delegate
to the Turtle Valley COG with Barbara Ervin
who will remain as the alternate. Michael
Lefevbre will be the Council Member on the
Pension Board. Mayor Thompson, Manager
Marcinko and Tracey Evans will remain as the
delegates to CONNECT.

Courtesy of Wilkinsburg Historical Society

2012 Brings
Council Changes

This year is the Borough’s 125th anniversary. Here was the scene 100 years ago. A 1912 arch on Ross
Avenue shows Wilkinsburg’s dignitaries at the Silver Anniversary celebration. Residents decorated their homes
too, as seen in the background.

Registration for Baseball Begins
Registration for baseball, girls softball and baby minor ball is available at the
Wilkinsburg Borough Building every Saturday in February and March from 10 a.m. until
2 p.m. The fee for baseball registration is $30.
Girls softball is for
ages 15 and under, and Important numbers
Berkheimer
Mayor’s Office
Police Emergency
the fee is $10. Baby
Tax Administrator
(412) 244-2920
911
minor ball is for ages
(866) 227-4716
Police Non-Emergency
Borough Manager
(412) 473-3056
3 to 5, and the fee is
Adult Library
(412) 244-2900 ext 101
(412) 244-2940
Police Hotline (Complaint)
Borough Receptionist
$10.
(412) 244-4300
Children’s Library
(412) 244-2900 ext 101
For more
(412) 244-2944
Police Chief
Finance Dept.
(412) 244-2915
information, contact
Eastridge Library
(412) 244-2948
(412) 342-0056
Fire Emergency
Code Enforcement
Cliff McCaulley at
911
(412) 244-2923
(412) 401-7533 or
Fire Chief
Public Works Dept.
(412) 244-2931
David Reese at (412)
(412) 244-2934
657-2411.
UPCOmING meeTINGS
2/1 (Wed.)

7 p.m.

Wilkinsburg Borough council work session

2/2 (Thurs.)

7 p.m.

citizen’s Advisory committee on shade Trees

2/6 (Mon.)

6 p.m.

Wilkinsburg Planning commission

2/7 (Wed.)

7 p.m.

Wilkinsburg Borough council legislative session

2/15 (Wed.)

5:30 p.m. Public safety committee

2/15 (Wed.)

7 p.m.

Wilkinsburg Borough council work session

2/28 (Tues.)

7 p.m.

school Board Meeting (718 Wallace Ave.)

All meetings will take place in the Wilkinsburg Borough Building, 605 Ross Avenue.
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WCDC YOUTH INITIATIVE FUNDING AVAILABLE FOR SUMMER 2012
The Wilkinsburg Community Development Corporation is pleased to have funding available for
groups and organizations within Wilkinsburg that support the academic and civic endeavors of our
youth. The WCDC youth initiative has $3,000 available which may be awarded in its entirety or in
smaller amounts depending on the number of applicants and the quality of the applications.
Interested parties should submit an application by the last Friday in March, the 30th. Applications
are on our website at http://www.wilkinsburgcdc.org/programs-and-projects/education-and-youth.
All projects must be completed by August 31 of the year in which the funding was provided. Best
wishes to the applicants!

JOIN US FOR OUR BUSINESS DISTRICT SAFETY MEETINGS

Meeting Calendar

……………………………..…….
………..
Thursday 2/2
Business District Safety Meeting
8:30-10am
WCDC Office—1001 Wood St.
Thursday 2/2
WCDC Design Committee
6-:30-8pm
WCDC Office
You can help by sending a
tax-deductible contribution to:

WCDC
1001 Wood St.
Wilkinsburg, PA 15221

***DONATE ON-LINE***

www.wilkinsburgcdc.org

For the past 2 years, the WCDC has hosted Business District Safety Meetings.
Business owners and public officials gather to discuss present concerns and future
goals. These monthly meetings provide an opportunity for business owners to bring
up safety issues directly with borough officials. Much like a block watch
program , the goal is to address crime and improve safety for business owners and
customers alike.
Thanks to the regular attendance of borough directors Chief Ophelia (Cookie)
Coleman, Roy Clark - Director of DPW and Sean Gramz - Director of Code
Enforcement; we have seen an increased response to many of our concerns.
Please join us on the first Thursday of the month to help keep our streets safe.

Detective Michael Adams speaks with Wilkinsburg
business owners at the WCDC Business District
Safety meeting in October.

PNC FOUNDATION SUPPPORTS WCDC REAL ESTATE MARKETING INITIATIVE
The WCDC is pleased to announce the award of a $10,000 grant from PNC Foundation to provide
continued support for our real estate marketing initiative. The WCDC will provide a match with funding
provided by TriState Capital Bank and the PA Department of Community and Economic Development.
In it’s third year, this initiative features www.downtownwilkinsburgparealestate.com: a website developed to increase interest among business owners, investors and real estate developers to lease or
purchase commercial properties in the Wilkinsburg business district. The site has garnered thousands
of views by potential property buyers, agents and others. Three of the listed properties have sold and
several small businesses have located storefronts as a result of these efforts.
Whether you’re looking to buy or rent commercial space or if you’d like to place your property on our
website; please give us a call at the WCDC office.
Wilkinsburg Community Development Corporation | 1001 Wood Street | 412-727-7855 | info@wilkinsburgcdc.org
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Pittsburgh Symphony Comes on march 6
The Wilkinsburg Community
Engagement Committee (WCEC)
announced its 9th annual Pittsburgh
Symphony Orchestra (PSO) Concert at

2012 School Board News
2012 school board officers are Karen
Payne, president and Jerome Garrett, vice
president. Non-board members are Jim
Richard, treasurer, and Andrea Williams,
secretary.
In 2012, the school board Planning
Session will be the third Tuesday (unless
advertised to change) at 7 p.m. Legislative
Session will be the fourth Tuesday (unless
advertised to change) at 7 p.m. Meetings
will be at the Wilkinsburg School District
Bldg. 718 Wallace Avenue
Contact the Board Secretary to get
days and times of all public committee
meetings at (412) 871-2104.

the Wilkinsburg High School Auditorium
at 7 p.m. on Tuesday Mar. 6. The concert
has been overwhelmingly supported by
Wilkinsburg and neighboring communities
since 2003 and will be a part of the 125th
anniversary celebration of the founding
of Wilkinsburg and 100th anniversary
celebration of Wilkinsburg High School.
The PSO concert has helped raise an
awareness of the value of keeping music
programs alive for kids in the Wilkinsburg
community. In light of the funding
challenges for school districts and other
programs serving youth, the WCEC is

currently organizing to find alternative
ways to provide opportunities for kids
to experience the creative arts both in
and out of school. Those interested in
this effort may contact Naomi Bowyer
at (412) 243-5421 or w.bowyer@comcast.
net or Clark Walter at (412) 848-7556 or
cjwalter@iglide.net.
Other upcoming concerts at the
High School are Black History Month
Community Concert, Feb. 16, at 7
p.m.andtheWilkinsburg School District
Music Department Band and Choral
Concert,. May 17, at 7 p.m.

Students Brighten up the Borough Building
Many noticed that the Borough
Building was a brighter spot over the
holidays, but yet didn’t know that it was
students from the Wilkinsburg elementary,

middle and senior high schools who
decorated the building. The group was
comprised of gifted students and Key Club
members. Most of the outside decorations
were purchased by Carnegie Mellon
University’s Hear Me Project, which
supervised the event.
The kids chose how to decorate and
wrote messages to the community on the
sign that they are holding, which was later

hung in front of the borough building.
Anthony Williams (pictured in the blue
hat), a third grader at Turner, said they
sketched out their plan for the decorations
ahead of time.
“When we got
there, we just put
them where they
were supposed to
go,” said Anthony,
so the job went
quickly. His
favorite addition
were the candy
canes they stuck in
the grass.
The students
purposed to
show how they
care about the
community. By
the feedback they
received, it seems
their project was a
success.
“Residents
and visitors
were very impressed, and made many
positive comments especially about
the children,” says Pamela Macklin,
a borough council member who is
pictured in the back row. Also pictured
are Hear Me Project representatives
and Wilkinsburg gifted teacher, Tim
Weinstein. For more information about
CMU’s Hear Me Project, visit www.
hear-me.net.
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HOLDEN, from page 1

to Linsley, a boarding school in West
Virginia, where he played football. From
there he got a basketball scholarship to
Bucknell University. In his sophomore
year, when playing #17-ranked Alabama, he
was substituted for an injured player and
contributed to a big win. That is when he
says he knew he had some special talent.
Even with that, his success did not
come easily. He took a low paying offer in
Latvia so he could play ball, and he took
advantage of the more humble situation to
improve his game and get in top condition.
Ask yourself, says Holden, “Are you
willing to do what others won’t do for two
years in order to live like they can’t for
twenty years?”
This is what Holden did. Being in
Europe away from his family was hard;
the work was grueling. His trainer was
only available at 5 a.m. so that is when he
trained. One particularly low point was
when a family member died and he did not
have the money to come home. Later, he
was stiffed money that had been promised
to him in his contract with Greece.
When the Russian Basketball
Superleague “A” offered him a good
contract plus the money he had been

withheld in Greece, Holden’s hard work
and sacrifice started to pay off. To play for
them, Holden had to become a citizen—the
first naturalized African-American citizen
of Russia—a fact of which he is proud. (He
currently holds dual citizenship.) In 2007,
he hit the game winning shot against Spain
in the FIBA European Championship, a
first-ever win for Russia.
In 2008, Time Magazine listed him
as one of the 100 Olympic Athletes to
Watch at the Beijing Games. And his
face has graced the cover of several sports
magazines. More recently, he was named
one of the top 10 foreign-born most
influential Russian citizens.
Now retired, Holden is back in the
U.S. living in Atlanta, Ga. He has written
a book called Blessed Footsteps, and is a
popular speaker.
One of the ways he is giving back to
his community is to offer scholarships
to students who read his book and
write a short essay. He is giving away
twenty-two $1,000 scholarships—one
of which has already been awarded to a
Wilkinsburg High School graduate. For
more information about his book and his
scholarship, see his website: jrobholden.
com.

Check Out the Library
Movies at Main

The Children’s Department at the
main library shows a movie every Monday
evening at 6 p.m. in its sizable but cozy
video room. For more information, call
412-244-2944.
New at the Library

Baby Brother’s Blues: a Novel by Pearl
Cleage. “Wesley Baby Brother Jamerson
always ends up in unfortunate situations.
His false bravado and lack of skills have led
him to join the marines. When he returns
to Washington, D.C., on a 5-day pass to
bury his mother, he sets in motion a chain
of events that ultimately destroys him,”
Booklist.
The Girl Who Disappeared Twice
by Andrea Kane. A bestselling author
delivers the first novel in a new series
centered on a team of unconventional
private investigators called Forensic
Instincts.
Heat Wave: The Life and Career of
Ethel Waters by Donald Bogle. “In this
powerful biography, Bogle recovers the rich
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fullness of singer Ethel Waters’ life....Bogle
traces Waters’ rise from the poverty of her
surroundings in Chester, Pa., through her
early musical successes in Harlem in the
1920s and 1930s to her film and Broadway
career and her later religious conversion,”
Publisher’s Weekly.
Knitting Classes

Dianne Laughlin is teaching knitting
every Tuesday at 2 p.m. in the main adult
library. Like the very popular crochet
class, participants
supply the materials
and the lessons are
free. Dianne suggests
(Licensed by the PA Department of Banking)
to bring a skein of
Jim Butler, President
worsted yarn and size
ID # 139251
7 or 8 needles to the
PROFESSIONAL MORTGAGE CONNECTION, LLC
first session. Register
in person or send an
412-672-5060
email to wilkinsburg@
“Unique Home Loan Programs”
einetwork.net with
contact information,
or call 412-244-2940.
Space is limited.

New Physician Focuses
on Adolescent Care
Metro Family Practice, Inc., in
Wilkinsburg has welcomed a new physician,
Dr. Allison Aiken. Dr. Aiken is a board
certified, family physician with experience
in federally qualified health centers, like
Metro. She serves in the inpatient and
outpatient
practice, with
special focus
on adolescents.
Dr. Aiken is
accepting new
patients.
Metro
has new and
extended office
hours Monday
through Thursday
8:30 a.m.-7
p.m., Friday 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m. For more
information, call 412-247-2310.

ChamBer of CommerCe
www.wilkinsburgchamber.com

Upcoming events
Institute for Entrepreneurial Excellence workshop, spring 2012. More details to
follow.
2012 General Membership Meeting will be held at the end of April and will include
Business-to-Business activities. We encourage members and prospective members to
attend and set up displays advertising their businesses. Exact date and times to be
announced.

membership Renewals
2012 Membership Renewals were sent out end of January. If you are not yet
a member and are interested in joining, please visit our website or call for more
information.
We are compiling a Membership Directory in hard copy as well as on-line. Members
who wish to have their logos included alongside their contact information can e-mail
them to: info@wilkinsburgchamber.com.

Greater Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce
P.O. Box 86064, Wilkinsburg, Pa 15221 • 412.252.0234

Community Life for Senior Care Opens in Wilkinsburg
Community Life opened its doors in
Wilkinsburg on Dec. 12. Located at 301
Meade St., the center is a comprehensive
care program for elderly persons who want

an alternative to a nursing home or other
institutional care setting. The Life program
incorporates geriatric primary medical
care with adult day care, care management,
transportation,
and home care
services—which
helps the elderly
person stay at
home for as long
as possible. The
Community
Life Center is a
16,000-square-foot
state-of-the-art
adult day and
health center with
physician office,

therapy services center, personal care and
laundry facilities, and adult day activity
and dining areas.
“Many of our members were not
regularly seeing a doctor, had uncoordinated
care, and were left weak and bewildered by
hospitalizations and lack of information...”
says Richard DiTommaso, executive director.
“Because your aide, driver, nurse, social
worker, physical or occupational therapist,
dietician, pharmacist are on the same team
as your physician, changes in health status
or problems with your services are resolved
much more quickly than a situation where
everything is fragmented. This results in a
lower risk of hospitalization and lower risk
of placement in a nursing home.” For more
information, call 1-866-419-1693.

“My internship is an experience
I won’t forget. It was good times,
good people. They taught us money
management, responsibility and
how to handle ourselves.
They helped us into adulthood.”
Maya, Registered Nurse
Career Connections Graduate

4412 BUTLER STREET PITTSBURGH, PA 15201

Phone: (412) 682-1816

APPLY TODAY
for the

2012-2013

SCHOOL YEAR.

SENIOR INTERNSHIP PROGRAM
Fax: (412) 682-6559

www.ccchs.net
www.wilkinsburgsun.com 7

CAREER CONNECTIONS CHARTER
HIGH SCHOOL
SENIOR INTERNSHIP PROGRAM
Provides our senior students diverse
real world/work opportunities as part
of their high school experience.
Students work three days a week at a
placement site.
Students attend school two days per
week to complete their core curriculum
and education requirements.

Your Connection. Your Future.

CCCHS senior students working at one of our partnering
internship sites The Zone Café located on Butler Street in
Lawrenceville.

WWW.CCCHS.NET
4412 BUTLER STREET PITTSBURGH, PA 15201
Phone: (412) 682-1816 Fax: (412) 682-6559
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