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Wilkinsburg Girl Scouts, Troop 51058, have adopted four abandoned lots on the corner of Tioga and Wood Streets. While the 
borough has been demolishing the remaining structures on the property, the girls have been planning what can be done with this 
gateway property. They have met with experts and made a wish list, including a lit wall and fruit-bearing trees.

On a snowy February 4, the girls installed painted cutouts of themselves on the lots to symbolize the beauty and hope they have for 
this space. The troop has been led by sisters Donna Alexander  and Kim Olday (pictured back center) since 2007. Girl scouts who 
were present that day include Taiah Trent-Hill, Neriah Alexander, Sanaa Langford, Violet Shattuck, Poppy Shattuck, Cori Reese, 
Cierra Epps, Annette Payne, Hannah Wilson, Abigail Wilson, Rachel Wilson, Danielle Owens, Tiara Cohen. Additionally, Dee 
Briggs, Anthony Langford and Anthony Langford Jr. assembled the figures at the site.

The troop is looking for the participation of the community as they proceed. Inquiries can be made at gstroop1058@hotmail.com.

New trees have been sprouting up in the 
sidewalks all over the Borough over the last year, 
as part of the Wilkinsburg TreeVitalize program.  
The Nine Mile Run Watershed Association 
(NMRWA) is the local delivery partner in this 
initiative to plant 500 new street trees by fall 
2012.

The initiative has included removal of trees, 
also, particularly in the business district on 
Penn Avenue. Some earmarked for removal are 
mature and have reached the end of their useful 
lives, while other younger trees simply never 
thrived—either because they were vandalized or 
weren’t tough enough to survive in the urban 

Trees Mean Business 
in Wilkinsburg
Nine Mile Run Watershed 
Association Working to Plant

An artist’s projection of what a mature tree canopy could look 
like on Penn Avenue’s business district. 

Brittany McBryde’s film, The Image of 
Black Women, premieres at the August Wilson 
Center on March 16. A Wilkinsburg resident, 
McBryde has served on boards of several local 
organizations that work to increase diversity 
and tolerance.

She saw the need for a larger scale 
conversation about the depiction of minorities, 
specifically black women. “It is my vision 
for this film that we debunk popular myths 
concerning the identity of black women,” 
she wrote. For more information, visit www.
theimageofblackwomen.com.

New Film Challenges Myths about Black Women

Brittany McBryde
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Wilkinsburg Historical Society begins 
its 2012 program on Monday, Mar. 19, 
at 7:30 p.m. in the Wesley Room of the 
South Avenue United Methodist Church.  
The program will be a slide show about 
the early years of Wilkinsburg, late 1800s 
and early 1900s, highlighting 1912 when 
Wilkinsburg residents celebrated their 25-
year anniversary.  The public is welcome. 
The meeting is free, and refreshments will 
be served after the presentation. Please use 
the rear left Ross Avenue entrance.  

The society’s “Historical Wilkinsburg 
Books on DVD,” a fully searchable 
resource will be available for $20. All funds 
will support the preservation programs of 
the historical society.

The annual Redd Up Wilkinsburg is 
scheduled for Saturday, April 21 from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Volunteers will be needed 
that morning to beautify streets and lots.

Plans include positioning dumpsters in 
central areas of the borough, tree planting, 
boarding up of vacant properties and block 
clean ups. Volunteers, block captains and 
donated materials are needed.

The timing of the Redd Up event 
coincides with the national Earth Day 
Celebration weekend.

For more information about Redd 
Up Wilkinsburg or to donate your time 
or resources, please contact Minister 
Linda Kirkland-Law (412.628.8686), 
Larry Focareta, administrative asst. 
(412.244.2900, ext. 0), or Jason Cohn, 
council president (412.241.4536). 
Wilkinsburg residents can contact their 
Ward Council representatives.

Historical Society Hosts 
Turn-of-Century Slide Show

Long Time Darlings Film Music Video Here

Volunteers Needed for 
Redd Up Day

A music video for local rock band, The 
Long Time Darlings, was recently filmed 
in Wilkinsburg in and around a garage on 
Wagner Way. Brett Staggs, the front man, 
for the group, lives in Wilkinsburg 

The video was directed by Chris 
Lockerman, who has done music videos for 
Wiz Khalifa and Donora, among others.

The video features Eva Trapp (above), a ballerina 
with the Pittsburgh Ballet Theater.

The song is called 
“Downtown Sugar” and 
can be seen on the City 
Paper’s website: www.
pittsburghcitypaper.
ws/FFW/
archives/2012/02/15/
premiere-downtown-sugar-
by-the-long-time-darlings.
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UpCoMiNg MeeTiNgS

3/7 (Wed.) 6:30 p.m. Wilkinsburg Borough council work session

3/5 (Mon.) 6 p.m. Wilkinsburg Planning commission

3/14 (Wed.) 7 p.m. Wilkinsburg Borough council legislative session

3/21 (Wed.) 7	p.m. Wilkinsburg Borough council work session

3/27 (Tues.) 7 p.m. school Board Meeting (718 Wallace Ave.)

All meetings will take place in the Wilkinsburg Borough Building, 605 Ross Avenue.

TREES, continued from page 6

WilkinsBurg Borough
www.wilkinsburgpa.gov

Important numbers
Mayor’s Office	 	
(412)	244-2920

Borough Manager		 	
(412)	244-2900	ext	101

Borough Receptionist		 	
(412)	244-2900	ext	101

Finance Dept.		 	
(412)	244-2948

Code Enforcement		 	
(412)	244-2923

Public Works Dept.		 	
(412)	244-2934

Police Emergency	 	
911

Police Non-Emergency  
(412)	473-3056

Police Hotline	(Complaint)	
(412)	244-4300

Police Chief	
(412)	244-2915

Fire Emergency	
911

Fire Chief	
(412)	244-2931

Berkheimer  
Tax	Administrator	
(866)	227-4716

Adult Library
(412)	244-2940

Children’s Library
(412)	244-2944

Eastridge Library	
(412)	342-0056

Left: Brothers William and Thomas Stephens.  Above: Turner’s establishment is decorated 
for the borough’s 1912 twenty-fifth anniversary celebration. 
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In 1898, Wilkinsburg physicians 
William and Thomas Stephens purchased 
this one-cylinder Winton in Cleveland at 
a cost of $1,000. This automobile was the 
second ever owned in Pennsylvania.  It 
was shipped by rail to the Pennsylvania 
Station at Eleventh Street in Pittsburgh 
and then driven to Wilkinsburg.  The 

Wilkinsburg Anniversary Reflections
The Second Auto in pennsylvania; the Neighborhood Undertaker

vehicle weighed 1,600 pounds and rode on 
Dunlop tires.  Steered by a tiller drive, it 
had two forward speeds and one reverse. 

In 1881 Thomas D. Turner opened 
an undertaking and livery business at 720 
Penn Avenue.  The undertaker provided an 
embalming service, a casket, and a horse-
drawn hearse.  Funerals were conducted 

in the grieving family’s home.  The livery 
had a boarding stable and rented carriages 
and horses.  Here Turner’s establishment is 
decorated for the borough’s 1912 twenty-
fifth anniversary celebration.  Later, 
Turner moved to a newer building on Penn 
Avenue.

—Anne Elise Morris

environment. 
What is the point of planting more trees when so many have to 

be taken out? The benefits of a healthy tree canopy far outweigh the 
costs of maintenance. It is well documented that trees are good for 
the environment and also for business, attracting more spending to 
commercial districts (K.L. Wolf 1998).

Further, lessons have been learned from past mistakes, and 
new practices in urban forestry go a long way towards trimming 
maintenance costs. All tree pits are now cut up to three times the 
traditional size, giving trees room to spread their roots without 
damaging sidewalks. Trees with aggressive root systems are no longer 
used for street planting.

The NMRWA takes into consideration 
factors like traffic volume, overhead utilities, 
salt exposure and diversity of tree species 
already present. Trees susceptible to disease 
aren’t used. Furthermore, NMRWA is 
working closely with local stakeholders 
to ensure trees are cared for. Planting, 
maintaining and eventual removal—all of 
these stages are vital  to reap the rewards of a 
healthy tree canopy in the Borough.

—Maeve Rafferty, Greenlinks Program 
Assistant (NMRWA)
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WCDC CALeNDAR

3/1 (Thurs.) 8:30-10.m. Business district safety Meeting

3/1 (Thurs.) 6-7:30 p.m. Wcdc design committee

3/23 (Thurs.) 9-10 a.m. Wilkinsburg 125th Planning committee

3/30 (fri.) Youth Grant Application deadline

3/31 (sat.) 9-11 a.m. Wcdc Board Meeting, school district Admin. Building

All meetings take place in the WCDC Office, 1001 Wood St., unless noted.

WCdC
www.wilkinsburgcdc.org

For the second year in a row, the 
WCDC will host a small business 
financing workshop on Thursday, April 
12, 2012, 6 p.m., at Hosanna House in the 

2nd floor dining room.
One of last year’s attendees, Leslie Parr 

found a location and started a day care 
business this past year.

Reflecting on her journey, she said, 
“Before getting in contact with Dollar Bank 
at the workshop, I didn’t know a thing 
about business plans. In order for any bank 
to consider giving you a loan, you need 
to have a business plan….Now mine is 21 
pages, and having it has opened up a lot of 
opportunities, including getting a loan at 
3% interest to fund new technology as well 
as increase recruiting.” 

This event is free for existing and start-
up businesses in the Wilkinsburg area. 
The purpose of the workshop is to provide 
an ‘insider’ look at how commercial loan 
applications are underwritten and to 
share resources that will help businesses 
prepare for successful loan applications.  
Ms. Parr confirmed that “The Dollar Bank 
representatives were great to communicate 
with and helped me without pushing their 
own loans or programs.” 

Mr. Ray Garofalo, Dollar Bank’s 
Assistant Vice President for Community 
Development, will return this year along 

With Wilkinsburg’s 125th Anniversary 
approaching, planning is under way for 
this momentous celebration. The WCDC 
has provided administrative support for 
these planning efforts. We are pleased to 

Small Business Finance Workshop Returns in April
with John T. Quinn, Dollar Bank’s Loan 
and Business Banking Representative, Becky 
MacBlane of the Regional Development 
Funding Corporation, and John Dobransky 
of the Small Business Development Center 
at the University of Pittsburgh Center for 
Entrepreneurial Excellence.

To register for this event or learn 
more, please contact us at 412-727-7855 or 
info@wilkinsburgcdc.org. We look forward 
to working with you!

You can help by sending a tax 
deductible contribution to:

WCDC
1001 Wood St.

Wilkinsburg, pA  15221

***or donate online at***

www.wilkinsburgcdc.org

WCDC Supports 125th Anniversary planning
provide meeting space 
at our office. If you are 
interested in becoming 
involved in a committee 
please contact us at 412-
727-7855 or info@wilkinsburgcdc.org. 

“In order for any bank to 
consider giving you a loan, 
you need to have a business 
plan….Now mine is 21 pages, 
and having it has opened up a 
lot of opportunities.”

A session in last year’s financing workshop.
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sChool distriCt
www.wilkinsburgschools.org

paying it Forward: Johnston elementary 
Conducts Annual Food Drive

‘pre-K Counts’ gets Kids off to good Start
Five years ago, the Wilkinsburg 

School District embarked on a venture to 
enroll three- and four-year-olds in full day 
classrooms as part of the district’s PA Pre K 
Counts Program. 

PA Pre –K Counts provides high 
quality pre-kindergarten opportunities 
to three- and four-year-olds throughout 
the Commonwealth. PA Pre-K Counts 
is unique because of its high quality 
expectations, pre-kindergarten options in 
schools or community based programs and 
its commitment to accountability. 

Wilkinsburg School District has been 
allotted 98 slots for pre-kindergarten 
students. Three four-year-old Pre-K 
classrooms are housed in the elementary 
schools (one in each school). Hosanna 
House CDC houses two Pre-K classrooms, 
(one three-year-old classroom and one four-
year-old classroom). Sonshine Christian 
Center houses one Pre-K classroom for 
three- and four-year-olds.  

Research reinforces that what children 
learn before kindergarten affects their 
learning and success for life. The early 
years before kindergarten are unique; they 
lay the foundation for all future learning 
and social development and cannot be 
duplicated later in life. When it comes to 
early learning,there are no “do overs.”

Pennsylvania Pre-K Counts was 
created to provide research-based, high 
quality pre-kindergarten opportunities to 
at-risk children across the commonwealth 
by leveraging our existing early education 
services in schools, Keystone STARS child 
care programs, Head Start, and licensed 

The halls at Johnston Elementary may 
not have an overflow of students, however, 
the students and staff members have hearts 
that are overflowing with generosity.

The student council members eagerly 
organized the school’s annual November 
food drive to benefit the Wilkinsburg 
Community Ministries. Once the 2011 
food drive posters were hung and the 
announcements were made, the students 
filled the boxes with nonperishable food. 
The food drive ran from Nov. 7–22. 

In those two weeks, students and staff 
members donated food that filled over a 
dozen moving boxes. 

The food donations provided by 
Johnston Elementary helped to feed local 
families during the Christmas holiday. The 
annual food drive is a way for the Johnston 
students to support their community while 
helping others in need.  Along with the 
food drive, Johnston held a bake sale in 
December to support the Blessings in a 
Backpack Organization.  

Congratulations to Rasheed Howard for being selected 
to represent Pittsburgh in the Camp 31 All-Star game 
in Philadelphia this summer.

Camp 31 is an football All-star game. Participants are 
selected based on their student athletic performance.
The game will be played on Mother’s Day, Pittsburgh 
vs. Cleveland.

Rasheed is a senior at Wilkinsburg High School who 
has been selected as an All Conference Wide Reciever 
in football for the second year in a row. He will also be 
starting for the Wilkinsburg Tiger Baseball Team 

Jim Butler, President 
ID # 139251 

 PROFESSIONAL MORTGAGE CONNECTION, LLC 
 

412-672-5060 
 

(Licensed by the PA Department of Banking) 

“Unique Home Loan Programs” 

nursery schools. The standards are high 
and the accountability comprehensive. The 

dedication to quality results in consistently 
excellent outcomes for children.

School Calendar Highlights

3/12–23 Grades 3–8, 11: Math and Reading PSSAs

3/14 Providers/Parents meeting about 
opportunites. Call: Kathye Sears 412.871.2296

3/26 Parent Conference Day (Parents, schedule appt)

4/5, 6, 9 Spring Recess—Schools closed

4/16–20 Grades 5, 8, 11: Writing PSSA

4/23–27 Grades 4, 8, 11: Science PSSA

4/24 Parent Conference Day (Parents, schedule appt)
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2012 Calendar
MARCH
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APRIL
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MAY
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JUNE
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JULY
 SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT

AUGUST
 SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT

     1 2 3 4 
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        1 

  2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
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SEPTEMBER
 SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT

   1 2 3 4 5 6 

  7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

  14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

  21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

  28 29 30 31  

OCTOBER
 SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT

NOVEMBER
 SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT

      1 2 3 

  4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

  11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

  18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

  25 26 27 28 29 30

        1 

  2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

  9 10 11 12 13 14 15 
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  30 31  

DECEMBER
 SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT

The refuse schedule on this calendar refers only to those properties whose refuse is collected by the City of Pittsburgh.  
Questions may be directed to the Borough offi ce by calling 412-244-2900 x 101.

In cooperation with the PA Department of Environmental Protection, the Borough purchased three recycling trailers to 
facilitate recycling at convenient drop off sites. Our goal is to increase recycling tonnage and decrease landfi ll expenses. 
In the year 2008, we expanded the number of items residents and commercial businesses can recycle. All cans, bottles 
and plastics (#1-5) are now accepted at curbside and at the drop off locations. In addition to newspapers, we now can 
recycle magazines, catalogs, paperboard, junk mail, mixed paper, phonebooks and offi ce paper (all colors). Corrugated 
cardboard must be broken down, fl attened. Pizza boxes must be clean and empty (that is, free of food and wax paper).  
“Together we can make a difference”.

JANUARY 2013
 SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT

    1 2 3 4 5 

  6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

  13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

  20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

  27 28 29 30 31

Recyclables are picked up every other week on your regular garbage day.  Dates shaded in red indicate Borough Holidays.
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greater Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce
P.O. Box 86064, Wilkinsburg, Pa 15221 •  412.252.0234

general Member Meeting
The next general member meeting is Thursday, March 15, at 8 a.m.

Upcoming events
Workshop:  Positioning for Growth, presented by the Institute for Entrepreneurial 

Excellence will be Friday, April 27, 7:30 to 10 a.m., at Hosanna House. Registration 
information will be mailed in early March.

The 2012 General Membership Meeting will be held Thursday, May 17, 5:30 – 7:30 
p.m.at Hosanna House. The meeting will include Business-to-Business activities, and 
members and prospective members are invited to attend and set up displays. The 8 a.m. 
general monthly meeting scheduled May 17 is canceled and will be combined with the 
evening meeting.

www.wilkinsburgchamber.com

The Odds by Kathleen George, a Pitt 
theater professor. “Four extraordinary and 
resilient youngsters lift George’s enjoyable 
fourth police procedural to feature 
Pittsburgh homicide chief Richard Christie 
and his team,” Publisher’s Weekly. 

The Undertaker’s Wife by Loren D. 
Estleman. “As in The Master Executioner, 
Estleman picks an unpopular profession and 
draws from it two compelling characters, and 
a memorable love story...,” Publishers Weekly.

Check out the 
Library

ChamBer of CommerCe

4412 BUTLER STREET  PITTSBURGH, PA 15201   Phone: (412) 682-1816   Fax: (412) 682-6559     www.CCCHS.NET 

CAREER CONNECTIONS CHARTER 
HIGH SCHOOL 

YOUR CONNECTION. YOUR FUTURE. 

ANNOUNCING FOR THE 2012/2013 SCHOOL YEAR ... 

The Whore’s Glory, a German documentary filmed around 
the world, will show at the Regent Square Theater.

In its sixth year, the Carnegie Mellon 
International Film Festival shines a 
cinematic light on the human faces that 
reflect the themes that shape and define 
the world we live in. This year’s Faces of 
Others festival, March 22 through April 
15, invites you to examine contemporary 
issues surrounding the concept of the 
“other” through independent films 
from all over the world. The festival 

strives to provide 
an opportunity to 
explore the various 
manifestations of 
the “other,” as well 
as the elements 
of alienation, 
marginality, and 
distance that are 
prevalent in their 
lives. 

For additional 
information, visit 
www.cmu.edu/faces.

CMU “others” Film Festival Showings include Regent Square
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Beginning in the 2012-2013 school year,  
Career Connection Charter H.S. is making a 
pledge to students that if they achieve  
academic success they will be given  
valuable tools and resources aimed at  
enhancing their high school experience.  

Upon successful completion of the ninth grade  
and re-enrollment at C.C.C.H.S. for tenth grade each student 
will receive a $150 gift card to be used for the purchase of  
approved products that enhance their educational, health,  
and/or hobby based endeavors.  

Upon successful completion of the tenth grade  
and re-enrollment at C.C.C.H.S. for eleventh grade the gift card 
will be valued at $200.  

Upon successful completion of eleventh grade  
and  re-enrollment  at C.C.C.H.S. for twelfth grade the gift card 
will be valued at $250.  
 
Upon meeting graduation requirements each student will  
receive a commemorative gift.  

Examples include E readers such as Nook or Kindle, Texas 
Instrument calculators, digital cameras, digital note takers, 
internet tablets, and I-phone photo cube printers.  


