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The Borough’s Beloved Book
Sale Begins June 1

Kitchen Nightmares, with Gordon Ramsay, is
tentatively scheduled to film in Wilkinsburg at the
end of May. The show, which airs on FOX, updates a
restaurant’s establishment by introducing a new menu
and decor and training the staff to strive for excellence.
Ms. Jean’s Southern Cuisine would be the site of
the makeover and filming could last up to one week if
all meets approval. Several trailers, trucks and tents will
be on and near Penn Avenue but should not disturb
the normal flow of traffic, according to the production
company.
Follow the Wilkinsburg Sun on Facebook for
updates on this story.

For video clips and episodes of Chef’s
Ramsey’s methods, visit www.fox.com/
kitchennightmares. The website says that
the show is presently casting in five cities,
incluiding the Pittsburgh area.

gordonramsaysubmissions [cc-by-2.0]

The first week of June once again
brings Wilkinsburg Library’s big Flea
Market and Book Sale. The sale runs from
Friday June 1 to Saturday June 9 (except
Sunday) and from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. each day.
Paperbacks are 2 for $1 and hardcovers are
$1 each or 3 for $2. You can find just about
any kind of book: best sellers, children’s
books, classics, mysteries, romance, and
more. There is no telling what kind of
treasures you will uncover in the Flea
Market. The library welcomes residents to
“please come by and give us a look.” Those
who want to volunteer to help with the
sale, call 412-244-2940.

Kitchen Nightmare’s Chef Ramsay May Be in
a Restaurant Near You Soon

Wilkinsburg Anniversary Reflections

Things that Aren’t There Anymore:
The Rowland Theater

Courtesy of Bill Zimpleman

continued on page 6

The Rowland Theatre was built and opened in
1911 as a vaudeville-moving picture palace on Wood
Street near Ross Avenue. Richard A. Rowland (18801947) was the sole owner and H. Childs Hodgens of
Pittsburgh was the architect.
Known as the “Theatre Beautiful” it featured
massive Corinthian columns on the white terra
cotta facade with columns inside as well, a balcony on the third
floor, ornate ceilings, and an elegant vestibule. The Rowland opened
with five acts of vaudeville, a six-piece orchestra, and several single
reel motion pictures. This combination of vaudeville and movies
was fairly common in local theaters even into the 1920s. By the
1930s it was solely a movie house. By the 1950s operating costs had
increased considerably and patrons had a variety of complaints, from
noisy children, lack of adequate parking, ban on Sunday movies,
competition from television, prevalence of suburban drive-in movies
and a programming system that often gave other area theatres the
first-run movies. In July 1958, the management asked Wilkinsburg
Council for tax relief from the 10 per cent amusement tax. Tax relief
was granted, and this helped it to remain open for another six years,
but finally closed in February 1965. In 1976 the once-grand building
was torn down and now the space is a parking lot.
——Anne Elise Morris, Wilkinsburg Historical Society
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Local Resident Andrea Mitchel Honored for Volunteer Service by Dominion

WCM helps with Food
Stamp Sign Up

Wilkinsburg’s Andrea Mitchel is one
of 12 employees from six states named as a
2011 “Volunteer of the Year.”
Mitchel has lived in Wilkinsburg for
22 years and does a lot of her volunteer
work in the borough. When she heard
of her award, she was “shocked,” she
said. “You just do things. Lots of people
volunteer. You’re really humbled by it.”
She was honored April 25 in
Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio, near Akron.
Mitchell is a philanthropy coordinator.
She serves on the board of Wilkinsburg
Community Ministry, participating in
programs like the Angel Food Ministries.
She coordinated a joint DominionWilkinsburg Community Ministry backto-school drive that supported 30 area
families. She has coordinated employee
participation in the American Cancer
Society’s Daffodil Days; and the Highmark

Healthy Walk, raising more than $1,000
for Camp Variety, which serves children
with physical and mental disabilities.
Dominion encourages its employees to
volunteer by having a Volunteer Activity
Committee that meets during work hours.
“We meet to discuss how to help other
people in our community,” said Mitchel.
Mitchel’s favorite thing about
Wilkinsburg is its sense of community—
”People see what they can do to help each
other.”
“I could not be more proud of the
good deeds our volunteers are performing
in the community and the goodwill
they are creating as representatives of
Dominion,” said Thomas F. Farrell II,
chairman, president and chief executive
officer.

Historical Society Hosts Trivia Night; Asks for Help for New Book
The Wilkinsburg Historical Society
will hold its next meeting on Monday
evening, May 21 at 7:30 p.m. in the
Wesley Room of the South Ave. United
Methodist Church (left rear Ross Avenue
entrance) in Wilkinsburg. The featured
program will be a Wilkinsburg quiz and
trivia night, led by Linda Jennings. This
will be an entertaining and educational
time, filled with interesting facts about

St. Mark A.M.E. Church
Begins Its 100th
Anniversary with Mother’s
Day Tea and Art Show
This year is a special year for St.
Mark’s A.M.E. Church on 1409 Montier
Street. They have had their doors open for
100 years.
As part of a their beginning to
celebrate this landmark year, the church
is hosting the Pillars of Faith Tea and Art
Show honoring women on May 5 at 1 p.m.
For more information, contact
Antoinnete Weston, the publicity chair, at
412-381-1712.
There is a suggested donation of $10
for the event.
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Wilkinsburg and its past. All are welcome
to attend this free program. Refreshments
will be served following the meeting.
The society will have their newest
creation Historical Wilkinsburg Books
on DVD available. This collection of
publications about Wilkinsburg is fully
searchable resource for anyone curious
about our 125-year-old borough. The DVD
is $20. All funds support the preservation
programs of the historical society.
Contribute Your Story to New Book
A new publication is planned to
celebrate Wilkinsburg’s 125th anniversary.
“Wilkinsburg 1887-2012; Celebrating
the Past, Present and Future” will be
a souvenir book celebrating the rich
history of Wilkinsburg and exhibiting
Wilkinsburg 2012. Every Wilkinsburg
church, organization or group is invited to
be included in this souvenir book. Those
who wish to be included should submit an
article about their group and its activities,
approximately 300-500 words. A clear, high
resolution photo may be included. There
is no fee. Fliers with details are available at
the Wilkinsburg Public Library. Submitted
photos and written articles may be
dropped off at the Library, clearly marked:
“125th book article, attention: Linda.”
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Wilkinsburg Anniversary Reflections

The Turner Family: Jacks of
Many Trades

Great Wilkinsburg Spring
Yard Waste Pick Up, May 19
On Saturday, May 19, yard waste will
be picked up from the curb of Wilkinsburg
residents. Any of the following can be put
in large brown paper bags or cardboard
boxes (no plastic bags or
loose material):
YARD
• Leaves
WASTE
• Garden waste
ONLY
• Tree trimmings (less
than 1” diamerter only,
please)
• Shrubbery, chipped or cut
Place paper bags or boxes near the
curb, in front of your house before 9 a.m.
The Borough will pick them up and make
compost from them. The compost will be
available for all residents.

This 1912 image shows the Hugh Q. Turner home, located at 757 Penn Avenue,
on the northwest corner of Penn Avenue and Center Street. Here Hugh and Catherine
Duff Turner raised eight children;
six sons and two daughters. Hugh
practiced his trade of shoemaking,
and later opened Wilkinsburg’s
first sewing accessories shop. Son
William operated a grocery and
floral business, while son Thomas D.
became an undertaker.
In this image, the home is
decorated for Wilkinsburg’s 25th
anniversary celebration with Mary
and Bella Turner seated on the porch.
In 1926, William Turner sold the
property to the Wilkinsburg Hotel
Company. The
house and the
Important Numbers
department store
Mayor’s Office
Police Emergency
(412) 244-2920
911
next to it were
Police Non-Emergency
Borough Manager
razed and the
(412) 473-3056
(412) 244-2900 ext 101
Penn-Lincoln
Police Hotline (Complaint)
Borough Receptionist
(412) 244-4300
(412) 244-2900 ext 101
Hotel was erected
Police Chief
Finance Dept.
on the lot. This
(412) 244-2915
(412) 244-2948
picture was lent
Fire Emergency
Code Enforcement
911
(412) 244-2923
to the Historical
Repairs to Busway
Fire Chief
Public Works Dept.
Society by Lori
(412) 244-2931
(412) 244-2934
Bridge To Finish in May
Turner Bode..
During the month of April, Penn
Avenue has experienced some traffic
Upcoming meetings
congestion because of the construction
work on Penn Avenue at Hay. Facchiano
6:30 p.m. Council Work Session
5/2 (Wed.)
Contracting is working for Port Authority
4 p.m.
Wilkinsburg Mun. Authority & CIDA
5/4 (Fri.)
to repair the columns under the bus way.
Detouring eastbound traffic has helped
6 p.m.
Wilkinsburg Planning Commission
5/7 (Mon.)
the congestion. According to the Dept of
7 p.m.
Council Legislative Session
5/9 (Wed.)
Public Works, this project will be finishing
up in May.
Wilkinsburg Redevelopment Authority
6 p.m.
5/14 (Mon.)
Thank you to everyone who
participated in the REDD UP clean
up day, celebrating Earth Day and
the 125th Wilkinsburg Anniversary.
Thanks to our community churches,
block clubs, youth groups and
businesses for their donations. Thanks
to Borough, Council and DPW staff for
their help.
—Linda Kirkland-Law,
project coordinator

Berkheimer
Tax Administrator
(866) 227-4716
Adult Library
(412) 244-2940
Children’s Library
(412) 244-2944
Eastridge Library
(412) 342-0056

5/16 (Wed.)

6:30 p.m. Council Work Session

5/17 (Thurs.)

6:30 p.m. Wilkinsburg Community Art & Civic Design Commission

5/21 (Mon.)

6 p.m.

Wilkinsburg Planning Commission

5/23 (Wed.)

6 p.m.

Shade Tree Committee

6/4 (Mon.)

6 p.m.

Wilkinsburg Planning Commission

6/6 (Wed.)

6:30 p.m. Council Work Session

All meetings will take place in the Wilkinsburg Borough Building, 605 Ross Avenue.
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Wilkinsburg Affordable Housing Coalition Formed
Three nonprofit housing groups,
facilitated by the Wilkinsburg
Community Development
Corporation (WCDC), have come
together to form the Wilkinsburg
Affordable Housing Coalition and
will provide extensive renovation
assistance to targeted homeowners in
the Princeton Park and Park Triangle
areas of Wilkinsburg.
Rebuilding Together Pittsburgh,
Habitat for Humanity of Greater
Pittsburgh and Wilkinsburg Christian
Housing have all previously served
Wilkinsburg residents. “A homeowner
previously served by Rebuilding Together
Pittsburgh through Rebuilding Day’s
Volunteer Renovation Program will now
also receive additional benefits from new
fascia, siding, gutters, and paint from
Habitat. Volunteers from all agencies as well
as our corporate partners will help with
repairs to his fence and stairs,” commented
Steve Hellner-Burris, RTP’s executive
Director.
“We’re excited to partner with
Rebuilding Together,” added Habitat’s
executive director, Maggie Withrow.
“We’ve worked with RTP before and know
that their experience in Wilkinsburg
will jumpstart our ability to effectively
serve more residents in the
community.”
“It’s a perfect blend of
the three agencies,” said
Tracey Evans, executive
director of the WCDC.
Peoples Natural Gas has
provided a $20,000 grant
to Habitat for homeowner
renovations this year, with additional
funding available through a matching grant
opportunity. These funds, along with the
Coalition’s existing financial resources and
staff, will provide renovations for at least

Coalition client Raymond Boea signs the A
Brush With Kindness Agreement with Habitat’s
family services coordinator Daniel Webb.
December 2011.
Work is scheduled on Mr. Boea’s house on the
April 28th kick off

PCRG Summit Explores Community Development Ideas
The Pittsburgh Community
Reinvestment Group (PCRG), in
collaboration with the Urban Land
Institute–Pittsburgh District Council, will
be hosting the 2nd Annual Community
Development Summit on May 24 at the
Omni William Penn Hotel in Downtown
Pittsburgh. More than 500
individuals from across the
country will come together at
the summit to explore new ideas
in organizational development,
community planning, land
recycling, affordable housing,
transit-oriented development,
and neighborhood revitalization.
Keynote speakers include Patrick
Phillips, CEO of the Urban Land Institute,
and Dr. Michael Bennett, Executive
Director of the Egan Urban Institute at
DePaul University.

WCDC CALENDAR
5/3 (Thurs.)

8:30-10 a.m.

Business District Safety Meeting—WCDC office

5/3 (Thurs.)

6-7:30 p.m

WCDC Design Committee—WCDC office

5/19 (Sat.)

9-11 a.m.

WCDC Board Meeting—Wilkinsburg School Admin Bldg.

Additional meetings will be posted at www.wilkinsburgcdc.org
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20 homeowners this summer. The
Coalition continues to raise additional
resources, enabling this partnership to
continue for several years. Work began
with a major kickoff event on April 28
and will continue through the summer.
Renovation assistance will include
weatherization, ramps and porches,
carpentry and painting. All recipients
of assistance will be homeowners who
fit certain income and other criteria.
Homeowners will be contacted for the
opportunity to apply to the program.
All agencies are volunteer-based and
will be looking for the support of the
community. The Borough of Wilkinsburg
Code Enforcement Department will
continue to inform and facilitate the work
of the Coalition by providing information
to area homeowners when building code
violations are evident and owners have
nowhere else to turn for assistance.
PCRG strives to make the Summit
accessible to everyone who is passionate
about rebuilding and sustaining healthy,
vibrant, and sustainable communities; from
community development professionals
and elected officials to neighborhood
volunteers. To that end, a number of
discounted registration options are available
including an early-bird discount, nonprofit
organization discount, and student
discount. For more information, visit www.
pcrg.org/conference.

School District

www.wilkinsburgschools.org
Central Registration
Department Celebrates April
as “Month of the Child”
Headed by Pre-K Counts Coordinator,
Michele Agatson, a team dedicated itself
to registering Wilkinsburg children for
kindergarten and pre-K. The entire week
of April 16-20 was set aside to support
the statewide iniative to enroll as many
kindrgarten and pre-K children possible
for the 2012-2013 school year. The
Wilkinsburg Head Start proram, Family
Center and various other daycare providers
were invited to have registration tables at
718 Wallace Avenue for the event. There
were activities for children who attended
the event and resource information for the
parents.
—Velma parker, attendance officer

Kelly Students Go to College
On April 11, sixth graders from Kelly
Elementary were guests at Duquesne
University. The future teachers in the
Urban Education program organized
the special day. Students were treated
to breakfast and then split into teams
to compete against each other in the
“Amazing Race.”
The race included informational
stops to the key University spots and
campus landmarks. Students learned a
lot about college life and were able to ask
many questions of their hosts. Thanks
to the partnership between teacher Mrs.
French and her alma mater, students
were able to glimpse what life will be
like for them if they work hard here in
Wilkinsburg.

Good Reports from the Middle School
As the end of the year approaches,
Middle School Principal Terri Ayers and her
staff have been working on creative ways to
finish the school year on a positive note.
March was designated as Poetry Month.
Ms. Jackson, an English teacher, created
the Friday Poetry Slams where students
and staff were invited to perform their
spoken/written word. Poems had to be preapproved by Jackson. Students were able to
participate in many roles from preparation
to the actual Friday performancesand
received certificates. Jackson plans to follow
up in May with weekly public speaking
presentations that focus on language skills.
In April, student of the month, Darnell
Young, was recognized during the school
board meeting for his academics and
behavior. On the same day he was also
recognized for a random act of kindness. He
was seen on the security cameras picking up
litter from a spilled over garbage can in the
cafeteria. He was awarded with a gift card
and his story was told over the PA system.
For May, the student of the month
is Carletta Dixon. Carletta is a model
student who comes to school every day with
motivation and dedication to her education.
She is kind and considerate of others.
Mr. Boll and Mr. Altemus have taken
the initiative to begin a project titled
“Through Our Eyes,” finding that many
students are motivated by videography,

photography, and spoken and written word.
This 8-week project is designed to give life to
the ideas, observations, and hopes of these
promising students. The culmination will be
an exhibit that allows students to share their
work.
With the fourth grading period begun,
students who need to bring up their
grades have been invited to participate in
the Fourth Quarter Club, sponsored by
guidance counselor Mrs. Polk. It meets
weekly to review progress and encourage
study skills and personal academic goals.
On May 2, students who have
maintained Honor Roll for three consecutive
grading periods will be recognized. They will
attend Dave & Buster’s for an afternoon of
games, food, and fun! As part of a schoolwide behavior incentive program, the middle
school will be hosting a Spring Fling dance
on May 10. Students who have displayed
excellent behavior during this time will be
able to attend. There will be a DJ who is a
high school student, Miss Sarah Jackson.
Math Day at Kennywood Park is May 22. In
order for students to qualify for this event,
they will be required to complete a series of
math activities and have excellent behavior.
Other upcoming events are:
•May 31—7th Grade Orientation for 6th graders
@ 12:30
•June 1—Boyce Park Incentive Day
•June 6th—8th Grade Promotion @ 12:30

WHS/WMS Drama Club
Takes the Stage (and More)
in Its First Year.
The Wilkinsburg High School/Middle
School Drama Club has had a very busy
spring. These acting-focused students
took part in workshops with Point Park
and Carnegie Mellon University students
at the August Wilson Center for African
American Culture throughout the month
of March.
Students interested in the technical
side of theater have worked with the
Duquesne University Red Masquers,
shadowing Duquesne students and
participating in technical rehearsals for
William Shakespeare’s Measure for Measure
and Moliere’s The Miser.
“I’ve been incredibly impressed with
the Wilkinsburg drama students—their
energy, dedication, and commitment to
learning about and practicing theater arts,”
says John E. Lane, Jr, director of theater
arts at Duquesne University. “We look
forward to continuing our relationship with
them.” During this time of state cut-backs
to education funding, Duquesne University,
along with Carlow University and the
Gemini Children’s Theater, have made
productions possible through donations of
costumes, props, and set pieces.
The students are ending the year
on a high note. Senior Tehilah Spencer
competed against students from several
area high schools in the August Wilson
Monologue Competition and the students
are currently rehearsing their own
interpretation of Romeo and Juliet, as
envisioned by Junior Crystal Lewis. It will
be performed as part of the middle school/
high school spring concert along with
performances from the bands and choirs on
May 17.
Lastly, the drama club will assist the
WHS student council in their June 1
Student Choice Awards, providing their
talents for a number of skits throughout the
award presentation.
The club is led by President Tehilah
Spencer (12th grade), Vice-President Crystal
Lewis (11th grade), and club sponsor and
English teacher Rose-Anne Vigilante.
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Do You Need Help Putting Food on the Table?
Food stamps (SNAP) can help and
Wilkinsburg Community Ministry (WCM)
can help you sign up.
On 702 Wood Street in Wilkinsburg,
WCM is able to help with the Food Stamp

screening and application process—by
appointment only. Those interested should
call Anita McKeithen at (412) 241-8072.
Hours of operation are: Mon. 8:30 a.m.—3
p.m. and Tues—Fri 8:30 a.m.—2 p.m.

Meditation and Nutrition Classes Available at No Cost
Dr. Marty Seltman, the director
of Metro Family Practice, and his wife,
Janet, offer weekly meditation classes on
Wednesday from 5:30-6:15 p.m. These
classes are free and open to the public.
They teach basic mantra meditation and
encourage attendees to come regularly to
practice and experience the values of group

meditation. No experience is necessary and
anyone can participate.
Susan Berger, a certified nutritionist,
is starting a monthly series on basic health
nutrition on the 3rd Thursday of May and
June (5/17 and 6/21) from 5:30-6:30p.m.
All classes are held in the EAAS
conference room at 901B West Street.

Free Event to Explore Benefits of Energy Efficiency
On Thursday May 24 at 6 p.m. at the Hosanna House in Wilkinsburg, GTECH
Strategies will host a Residential Energy Efficiency Education session. Attendees will learn
what they can do to increase the energy efficiency of their homes. Residents will be able to
speak with professionals about weatherzation services and financial assistance. In addition
to saving money, homeowners that invest in weatherization services increase their home
value, comfort level, and help improve the environment.
Josh Howington of Lincoln-Lemington had some knowledge about the benefits of energy
efficiency, but he attended a similar session in Squirrel Hill to learn more. “This session taught
me a lot about what I could do to improve my home. I also learned about several programs that
I could use in the future...I even got some free CFL light bulbs,!” he said.
The session is free, open to the public, and will feature giveaways of energy saving
products. Refreshments will be served and families are welcome. Call 412-361-2099 x7 to
reserve a spot. This program is part of the Metro Scale Up Initiative.
wilkinsburg 125th anniversary committee meetings
5/10 (Thurs.)

5:30 p.m.

Event Committee at Borough Council Chambers

5/14 (Mon.)

5:30 p.m.

Publicity Committee at Borough Council Chambers

5/17 and 31
(Thurs.)

5:30 p.m.

Finance Committee at Borough Council Chambers

5/21 (Thurs.)

5:30 p.m.

Parade Committee at School District Boardroom

5/24 (Thurs.)

5:30 p.m.

Planning Committee at WCDC office, 1001 Wood St.
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Free ‘How To Become A
Homeowner’ Workshop
A free home buying workshop is
accepting registration for Monday, May
7 at 6 p.m. The event is at the Landmark
Housing Resource Center, 744 Rebecca
Avenue, in Wilkinsburg. The event is
sponsored by PHDA, Inc., in collaboration
with Dollar Bank. Contact them at 412242-2700 or www.phdainc.org to make
reservations.

Chamber of Commerce
www.wilkinsburgchamber.com

2012 Annual Member Meeting
The next general member meeting is Thursday, April 19, at 8 a.m.
The 2012 General Membership Meeting will be held Thursday, May 17, 5:30–7:30
p.m.at Hosanna House. Join the Chamber as they discuss what they are doing now and
how they are developing for the future.
Your feedback is very important, so don’t miss this opportunity to tell them what
they can do for you! The 8 a.m. general monthly meeting scheduled May 17 is canceled
and will be combined with the evening meeting.

Business 2 Business Expo
The Business 2 Business Expo for Wilkinsburg businesses is Thursday, May 17 at
5:30–7:30 p.m. at Hosanna House.
Network with these and many more local businesses and customers :
• Allegheny Chesapeake Physical Therapy
• Bridges to the “Desired” Future
• Community Hearing
• Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh - Family Care Connection
• G&E Interiors
• Pittsburgh Job Corps
• Lion Works Printing / Western PA School for the Deaf
• Mercy Behavioral Health - Garden View Manor
• Nine Mile Run Watershed Association
• Wilkinsburg Community Ministry
• The Wilkinsburg Sun
Display your services and products (free for members). Invite your friends and
customersit’s not just for Wilkinsburg businesses!
Call or e-mail now to reserve your spot; information below.

UN EVENTS
age 1

Membership Renewals
If you haven’t renewed your yearly Chamber membership, please do so. Don’t miss
out on all the benefits of being a Chamber member. If you would like more information
on membership, please call or e-mail; information below.
Reservations can be made by calling Jennifer at the Wilkinsburg Community
Development Corp., 412-727-7855, or emailing info@wilkinsburgcdc.org,

Greater Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce
P.O. Box 86064, Wilkinsburg, Pa 15221 • 412.242.0234
info@wilkinsburgchamber.com

(Licensed by the PA Department of Banking)

Jim Butler, President
ID # 139251

PROFESSIONAL MORTGAGE CONNECTION, LLC

412-672-5060

“Unique Home Loan Programs”
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Send Us Pics of Your Garden

Fresh • Locally Grown

Wilkinsburg Farmers Market
open Thursday, June 21
every Thursday through November 18
3–6 p.m. in the Ross Avenue Parking Lot
at South Avenue
Spring came early to the borough this year, and all the
trees and flowers framed our streets with glorious colors.
We at The Sun would like to see how the blooms and
vegetables in your garden progress this excellent growing
season. Send us a digital picture of the garden in your yard,
along with your name, address (we won’t share your address
with anyone), and a little bit about the favorite thing about
your garden. Make sure the picture is as high-quality
and resolution as possible. We may print a couple of our
favorites in the upcoming issues along with your name.
Send your digital picture and information to the editor@
wilkinsburgsun.com.

Mother’s Day is May 13!
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