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Opportunities to Make
Wilkinsburg Greener
Residents have opporutnities in April
and May to contribut to the ecological
health of their neighborhood with Nine
Mile Run Watershed Association. They
can join the NMRWA in planting trees—
part of the Wilkinsburg TreeVitalize
Project-500 Tree Initiative—and participate
in steam sweeps, which clear trash and
debris that washed into Nine Mile Run
from the upper watershed communities,
including Wilkinsburg, over the winter.
Tools are provided. The dates are:
Saturday, March 24, 9 a.m.-2 p.m.
Meet NMRWA at the parklet on
Franklin Avenue between Peebles St. and
S. Trenton Ave. to kick off spring planting
season with 21 trees.
Saturday, April 14, 9 a.m.-2 p.m.
Meet at the NMRWA offices at 702 S.
continued on page 6

Dr. Doswell—Parish Nurse,
Researcher and Wilkinsburg Advocate
Dr. Willa Doswell is a woman who
cares about the health of Wilkinsburg’s
population. Doswell, an associate professor
at the University of Pittsburgh School of
Nursing, is also a parish nurse who serves
this community through her church,
Ethnan Temple on Wood St.
A parish nurse is an R.N. who
through special training serves a
community through his or her church.
Mercy Hospital, where Doswell received
her training, says on its website that
“parish nurses combine ministry with the
art and science of nursing, ever mindful of
the strong relationship between faith and
health.”
One way Doswell uses her unique
training is as chair of the Wilkinsburg

Prevention, Intervention and Treatment
Committee. This year, that committee,
continued on page 6

Courtesy of Wilkinsburg Historical Society

Wilkinsburg Anniversary Reflections
Things that Aren’t There
Anymore: The First
Borough Building
The Borough of Wilkinsburg was
incorporated in October 1887. It became
necessary to build a Municipal Building
to house the offices of the new government, the police
and fire department. Wilkinsburg’s first borough building
was erected in 1890 at 608 Ross Avenue. This was located
across the street from the present Borough building which
was built in 1939. In this 1912 image, the building is
decorated with flags and banners to celebrate the 25th
anniversary of Wilkinsburg.
—Anne Elise Morris, Wilkinsburg Historical Society
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Calling All Hands
on Deck for Annual
REDD UP Day
The annual Wilkinsburg REDD UP
Spring Clean-up Day is Saturday, April 21
from 9 a.m.–3 p.m.
Volunteers are needed to make the
day a success. This is an opportunity fo
residents to take pride in their block and
make a difference. The Neighborhood
Revitalization Committee will provide
gloves, security vest and bags to be picked
up at Fire Department on Hay Street.
If you have a group that would like
to participate, please contact coordinator
Linda Kirkland-Law at LindaLW2@gmail.
com or call 412-628-8686.

Oakland Girls Chamber Choir to Perform Free
Neighborhood Concert May 14
The Oakland Girls Chamber Choir
will perform a free concert at Covenant
Fellowship Reformed Presbyterian Church,
1300 Swissvale Ave., Wilkinsburg on
Monday, May 14, at 7 p.m.
The Choral School associated with the
choir holds a weekly class for preschoolers
at Hosanna House. Since 2005, the
Oakland Girls Choir of the Pittsburgh
School for the Choral Arts has provided
an opportunity for girls of all ethnic and

socio-economic backgrounds to experience
the joy of singing in community through
a comprehensive training program. The
choir is comprised of singers from the
Greater Pittsburgh region.
The Chamber Choir, which will
perform, is a select group chosen from
the middle and high school girls’ tour
choir that performs throughout the
eastern states and Europe. It performed
most recently with the Pitt Men’s Glee
Club and the Bach Choir! They are
known for their angelic sound and aweinspiring musical ability! Donations will
be accepted to support the choir. For
more information, contact Covenant
Fellowship at 412-371-6118 or email
CovenantFellowshipRPCNA@gmail.com.

Historical Society Hosts
Turn-of-Century Slide Show
Wilkinsburg Historical Society
will present “Frank Bingaman—The
Wilkinsburg man who preserved
Pittsburgh,” a slide program to showcase
the importance of this amazing
photographer and his family history.
Many people are familiar with
Bingaman, as 1100 of his photos were the
nucleus of the Pittsburgh Photographic
Library which opened in 1960. This
program will be held on Monday, April
16, at 7:30 p.m. in the Wesley Room of the
South Avenue United Methodist Church.
The public is welcome. The meeting is
free, and refreshments will be served after
the presentation. Please use the rear left
Ross Avenue entrance.
Additionally, the Historical Society
will have its new DVD available. Historical
Wilkinsburg Books on DVD, a fully
searchable resource is $20, with all funds
going to support the preservation programs
of the historical society.

Drummers Wanted for Arts
Project

The Legacy Arts Project, Inc. is
looking for drummers, including those
who can play djembes, congos, djun djuns
and others. Interested parties can contact
the legacyartsproject@gmail.com or call
412-228-0417.
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Wilkinsburg Borough, the Wilkinsburg
School District, the Wilkinsburg Chamber
of Commerce and the Wilkinsburg
Community Development Corporation.
The Sun is printed by Knepper Press.
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events to: editor@wilkinsburgsun.com,
or by mail, P.O. Box 86064, Wilkinsburg,
PA 15221. Please submit articles 6
weeks before publication and
calendar events 4 weeks before
publication. To advertise,
e-mail adsales@wilkinsburgsun.com,
or call (412) 818-0333. The Sun accepts
submitted articles provided they are
related to Wilkinsburg and are civicminded. The Sun reserves the right to
withhold articles from print. Please note
that The Sun does not publish political or
opinion pieces.
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Wilkinsburg Borough
www.wilkinsburgpa.gov

Is Your House in
Compliance with
Codes? Checklists
Now Available
Well-maintained homes are essential
components of a healthy community.
Improving our housing
stock, maintaining
property values,
and ensuring our
properties are healthy
and safe, benefits
not only individual
property owners and
tenants, but also the
community at large.
Each year the Borough receives
hundreds of calls from its citizens with
property maintenance concerns. In
response to these inquiries, the Code
Enforcement Department has prepared a
checklist as a guide to the basic Borough
laws about exterior housing, building and
property maintenance.
This checklist is provided as a
guideline for residents to use in evaluating
their property. It is intended to assist
residents with common maintenance
issues. For a print copy of the checklist,
please visit Borough Building third floor
room 304, or request a copy via email.
Should residents require assistance
or have a question pertaining to a
condition not addressed in this checklist,
they can contact the Code Enforcement
Department at 412-244-2923. Also,
anonymous complaints can be filed by
email to code@wilkinsburgpa.gov.
—Sean Gramz,
Director of Code Enforcement

Friendly Reminder:
I.R.S. Taxes are due

Tuesday, April 17
(April 15 falls on Sunday
and April 16 is a federal
and state holiday.)

Habitat Offers Weatherization for All Seasons
volunteers to complete the work.
Those who’ve found themselves
Habitat for Humanity ask that an
with utility bills skyrocketing out of
applicant owns and occupies the home that
control, Habitat for Humanity of Greater
is need of weatherization repairs and meets
Pittsburgh may be able to help. Habitat is
the income requirements set by Habitat.
now accepting applications for their new
They also ask that applicants are willing
Weatherization program.
to partner with Habitat (this requires a
Habitat is investing $10,000 into
minimum amount of sweat equity)
weatherizing the Wilkinsburg
Since Habitat for Humanity is a
area with the help of University
“hand-up, not a hand-out,” applicants must
of Pittsburgh Habitat Chapter
be willing to make a minimal monthly
volunteers.
payment for the material. Habitat works
Weatherization is a yearwith owners to figure out a flexible,
round process to help reduce
affordable way to pay back.
home energy costs. This process
To receive an application, go to http://
of performing repairs to your
pittsburghhabitat.org/projects.html or call
home helps reduce heat and
their Family Services Coordinator Dan
electric bills yearround. By
Webb at (412) 351-0512, ext. 10 or by email
caulking windows, doors, baseboards and
at Dwebb@PittsburghHabitat.org.
trim, homes are kept warmer in the winter
and cooler in the
summer, using a lower Important Numbers
amount of energy.
Berkheimer
Mayor’s Office
Police Emergency
Tax Administrator
(412) 244-2920
911
Many older homes
(866) 227-4716
Police
Non-Emergency
Borough
Manager
in Pittsburgh don’t
(412) 473-3056
Adult Library
(412) 244-2900 ext 101
have insulation in the
(412) 244-2940
Police Hotline (Complaint)
Borough Receptionist
(412) 244-4300
Children’s Library
(412) 244-2900 ext 101
attic, and never have.
(412) 244-2944
Police
Chief
Finance
Dept.
Habitat can safely and
(412) 244-2915
Eastridge Library
(412) 244-2948
affordably insulate
(412) 342-0056
Fire Emergency
Code Enforcement
911
(412) 244-2923
attics. A highly
Fire Chief
Public Works Dept.
skilled construction
(412) 244-2931
(412) 244-2934
manager will facilitate
the process with
Upcoming meetings
4/2 (Mon.)

6:30 p.m. Wilkinsburg Planning Commission

4/4 (Thurs.)

6:30 p.m. Council Work Session

4/9 (Mon.)

6 p.m.

Wilkinsburg Redevelopment Authority

4/11 (Wed.)

7 p.m.

Council Legislative Session

4/16 (Mon.)

6 p.m.

Wilkinsburg Planning Commission

4/18 (Wed.)

6:30 p.m. Council Work Session

4/19 (Thurs.)

6:30 p.m. Community Art & Civic Design Commission

4/23 (Mon.)

5:30 p.m. Joint Tax Committee

4/25 (Wed.)

6 p.m.

5/2 (Wed.)

6:30 p.m. Wilkinsburg Planning Commission

5/4 (Fri.)

4 p.m.

Shade Tree Committee

Wilkinsburg Mun Auth & CIDA

All meetings will take place in the Wilkinsburg Borough Building, 605 Ross Avenue.
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WCDC

www.wilkinsburgcdc.org

“Celebrating the Past, Present and Future” Is Theme
for Wilkinsburg’s 125th Anniversary
The year 2012 marks the 125th anniversary of
Present and Future.” A celebration committee
Wilkinsburg, and there are plans to mark this historic
coordinating the year’s activities includes
event throughout the year. Recently, the Pittsburgh
Honorary Chairman, A. William Schenck; Co
Symphony dedicated their March 6 performance at
Chairperson, Ophelia Coleman; Treasurer, John
Wilkinsburg High School as a celebration. A 125th
Irwin; Secretary, Tracey Evans; Events Chair, Vicki
Unity Picnic will be held at Hunter Park on Saturday,
Cherney; Promotion Chair, Ralph Yearick; Finance
July 1. The American Wind Symphony Orchestra and
Chair, Barbara Ervin; and Parade Chair, Barbara
Music Director Robert Austin
Thompson.
Boudreau, who is doing his world
“I want to encourage all of
tour, will perform at Point State
our residents, businesses and
Park on July 14 in Pittsburgh
partners to become a part of
and dedicate the concert to
the celebration,” said Mayor
Wilkinsburg.
Thompson. “Help sponsor
In October, there will be a
events, join a committee, or just
three-day celebration beginning
attend and enjoy the activities. =
on Friday, October 5, with a
These are all ways to show your
community reception to be held
support for our rich history.”
at Hosanna House during the
Donations to support the
hours of 6–10 p.m. On Saturday,
celebration activities can be
October 6, the day will begin
made at any Citizens Bank
with a parade in the community,
and should be designated as
followed by a Gala Event later
“Wilkinsburg 125th Anniversary
19th century community development: The name “Wilkinsburgh” was
that evening at the DoubleTree
Committee.” All funds raised
first used by early landowner Dunning McNair in 1812, named in
Hotel located at Monroeville
that exceed event expenses
honor of his good friend Gen. John Wilkins, Jr. By 1840, the area of
Mall. This memorable festivity
will be used to support youth
homes and businesses had grown enough that President Martin Van
will conclude on Sunday,
programs in the borough.
Buren established a post office and commissioned Abraham Stoner as
the postmaster. At the time, the U.S. Government added an ‘h’ and
October 7, with community-wide
More information can
the post office, located in Stoner’s general store, was officially known as
worship and celebration at the
be found at Wilkinsburg
‘Wilkinsburgh.’ Above: Stoner’s store and our first post office at 732 Penn
Wilkinsburg High School.
Borough wilkinsburgpa.gov
Avenue. Many decades later the residents of the area would petition the
Mayor John Thompson,
and Wilkinsburg Community
Court to become incorporated as the Borough of Wilkinsburg on October
chairman for the celebration,
Development Corporation
5, 1887. (Photo courtesy of Wilkinsburg Historical Society)
announced the 125th Anniversary
at www.wilkinsburgcdc.org
theme as “Celebrating the Past,
websites.
wilkinsburg 125th anniversary committee meetings
4/5 and 19
(Thurs.)

5:30 p.m.

Finance Committee at Borough Council Chambers

4/12 (Thurs.)

9 a.m.

Planning Committee at WCDC office, 1001 Wood St.

4/16 (Mon.)

5:30 p.m.

Parade Committee at School District Boardroom

4/19 (Thurs.)

5:30 p.m.

Event Committee at Borough Council Chambers

5/10 (Thurs.)

5:30 p.m.

Event Committee at Borough Council Chambers

5/17 and 31
(Thurs.)

5:30 p.m.

Finance Committee at Borough Council Chambers

5/21 (Thurs.)

5:30 p.m.

Parade Committee at School District Boardroom

5/24 (Thurs.)

5:30 p.m.

Planning Committee at WCDC office, 1001 Wood St.
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School District

www.wilkinsburgschools.org

Three 1,000-point Athletes
Scoring 1,000 points in a career
is still an impressive feat. Wilkinsburg
High School has three players who have
accomplished this milestone: Elijah Hill,
Elisha Hill and Lady Tiger Erica Johnson.
The boys Head Basketball Coach
Rueben Coleman said, “Do the math. Just
think, you can average 20 points per game
for two seasons, which is really impressive,
but that’s only 800 points and you’re still
not there.”
Coleman would know. He coaches
twin guards Elijah and Elisha Hill, who
have made Wilkinsburg High School
record books by scoring 1,000 high school
career points each.
“It’s only the beginning for them as a
student athlete. They are a coach’s dream
on and off the court. Having them was
like having two generals on the court, I
must include that both players carry a 4.2
G.P.A.” Coleman said. These two players
are phenomenal scorers who see the game
in a little bit different light than your
typical player. It’s a simple game: Put the
ball in the hoop.”
And if you’ve ever talked to Elijah
and Elisha about their basketball career
at Wilkinsburg, you’ll hear Elijah and
Elisha say, “I’d trade the 1000 points in
for a championship any day” You’d hear
Elijah say, “I knew I was close to 1000
points prior to reaching” on the contrary,
you’d hear Elisha say, “I didn’t realize
it until someone told me”. Other than
that, both have aspirations to play at the
college level, both would like to receive a

Elijah

Elisha

Erica

degree in education. But both animatedly
said “I definitely would like basketball
to be part of my lifelong dream.” These
accomplishments and dreams are coming
from two young men who started playing
in the fourth grade because “We were
scared to try out for basketball in the third
grade.” All that is history now!
It’s not just the boys who went over the
1,000 point mark for their careers. One
Wilkinsburg Lady Tiger has eclipsed the

landmark: Wilkinsburg Lady Tiger Erica
Johnson.
Erica has terrorized coaches
throughout the WPIAL AA Class for
years. She just recently went over 1,000
career points. Head Coach Tanya Smith
said Erica is one of the hardest, smartest,
dedicated players she’s ever coached—
“Erica has so much potential, that any
college that she chooses will have an
extremely committed player”.

Pittsburgh Symphony Celebrates Wilkinsburg’s
Birthday at High School
Over 250 people attended the Pittsburgh
Symphony Orchestra at the Wilkinsburg
High School Auditorium on March 6.
The concert kicked off the 125th
Birthday Celebration for Wilkinsburg.
Thomas Hong, assistant conductor, led the
orchestra in a program that included works
by Mozart, George
Bassman, Henri
Tomasi, & Edward

Elgar. James Nova, PSO trombonist, was
the soloist for the evening.
Because of the association of The
PSO with Wilkinsburg’s Community
Engagement Committee, almost $59,000
has been raised for the Music Programs in
Wilkinsburg.

The Wilkinsburg School District Social Services Department had an
informative parent meeting on March 14. Many providers offered summer
camp. Some were Boy Scouts, Paddlefish, Addison Behavioral Care, and Rick
Cokley from “When Critical Seconds Count” a free First Aid and Injury
Prevention training for youth. For more information about camps or services
in and around the community, contact Kathye Sears, Social Service Director,
Wilkinsburg School District, 412-871-2296.
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NINE MILE RUN EVENTS
continued from page 1

DR. WILLA DOSWELL
continued from page 1

Trenton Ave. to add 20 trees to the Regent
Square neighborhood in Wilkinsburg.
Sunday, April 22, 11 a.m.-2 p.m.
Add 12 trees to the parking lot between
Ross Ave. and South Ave. at West St.
Saturday, May 5 9 a.m.-2 p.m.
Meet at the Borough Municipal
Parking Lot in the 700 block of Ross Ave.
for final 24-tree planting of the season.
For more information about plantings,
contact Alicia at 412-371-8779 ext. 116 or
alicia@ninemilerun.org
Spring Stream Sweeps
Sunday, April 22, 9:30 a.m.-12 p.m.
Meet in the Fern Hollow parking lot,
at the bottom of Lancaster Ave.
Saturday, May 12, 9:30 a.m.-12 p.m.
Meet in the Fern Hollow parking lot,
at the bottom of Lancaster Ave.
For more information on sweeps,
contact Gary at 412-371-8779 ext. 115 or
gary@ninemilerun.org.

which consists of health professionals
that work in and near Wilkinsburg,
is working to study and improve the
community’s access to nutritious food.
Doswell’s volunteer involvement as
a parish nurse has also included passing
out samples of healthy food preparation
at SavALot and a vegan cooking class
at the school, both offered through her
church, which also is planning a kids’
cookbook and cooking classes this
summer.
Doswell knows that health and
education go hand-in-hand. She has
been instrumental in hosting a book
club for young girls at her church and
has young granddaughters of her own.
Before pursuing her PhD at NYU,
Doswell was an English major, so she has
an appreciation and knowledge for the
written word. She said that on April 29

Check Out the Library
Movies at Main
The Children’s Department at the main library shows a movie every Monday evening
at 6 p.m. in its sizable but cozy video room. For more information, call 412-244-2944.

from 1–2:30 p.m., African-American poet
Toi Derricotte from Pitt will be reading
some of her poetry to the girls, listening
to some of theirs, and helping them
write.
In her work at Pitt, Doswell’s
research has Wilkinsburg connections,
also. She has headed one study that uses
a parish nurse intervention model to
reduce stress and depressive symptoms
in single African-American mothers.
Another research study, Project Uplift,
offers services to African-American
women ages 21 to 70 to help them cope
with anxiety or a sad mood.
More recently, Doswell is part of the
Genetic Alliance project which screens
newborns for health issues.
Doswell is not the first in her family
to be involved in health care. Her mother
was a nurse and her father a doctor.
What gives her a passion for her work?
“Wanting to see people healthy and
whole,” she says.
African-American women who think
they might be eligible to participate in
one of Dr. Doswell’s studies can call 412624-8977. Eligible participants may be
compensated.

New at the Library
E Is for Ethics : How to Talk to Kids about Morals, Values, and What
Matters Most by Ian James Corlett; illustrated by R. A. Holt. “This
charming, interactive little book is appropriate
for kids preschool to tween age and their
parents,” Publisher’s Weekly.
Fun with the Family—Pennsylvania. 7th edition.
Hundreds of ideas for day trips with the kids.
American to the Backbone : The Life of James
W. C. Pennington, the Fugitive Slave Who Became
One of the First Black Abolitionists by Christopher
L. Webber. “Though omitted from most history
books, Pennington’s story is a remarkable one, illuminated by
Webber’s meticulous research,” Booklist.

South Avenue United Methodist Church
733 South Avenue, Wilkinsburg

invites you to an
Easter Egg Hunt
Saturday, April 7. 11 a.m.

&

Easter Resurrection
Worship

(Licensed by the PA Department of Banking)

Jim Butler, President
ID # 139251

PROFESSIONAL MORTGAGE CONNECTION, LLC

412-672-5060

“Unique Home Loan Programs”

Sunday, April 8
9 a.m. and 11 a.m.
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Chamber of Commerce
www.wilkinsburgchamber.com

Free Workshop for Store Owners
Pittsburgh Housing and Landmark
Foundation with First Niagara Bank will
host a free continental breakfast and
workshop on Main Street Business Facade
Design from 8:30–9:30 am on April 27.
PHLF Director of Main Street Programs,
Dave Farkas, will discuss downtown design
guidelines and how storefront aesthetics
enhance business development.

General Member and 2012 General Membership
Meetings in April and May
The next general member meeting is Thursday, April 19, at 8 a.m.
The 2012 General Membership Meeting will be held Thursday, May 17, 5:30–7:30
p.m.at Hosanna House. The meeting will include Business-to-Business activities, and
members and prospective members are invited to attend and set up displays. The 8 a.m.
general monthly meeting scheduled May 17 is canceled and will be combined with the
evening meeting.

Business 2 Business Expo
The Business 2 Business Expo for Wilkinsburg businesses is Thursday, May 17 at
5:30–7:30 p.m. at Hosanna House.
Participants are invited to:
° Discuss the Chamber goals and activities
° Tell the Chamber what they can be doing for local businesses
° Display services and products
° Personally meet the people who need their products and services
° Develop relationships with other businesses
A table and display is free for members of the Chamber of Commerce.
To register, please e-mail info@wilkinsburgchamber.com or call the number below.

Business Workshop: Positioning for Growth
A presentation by the Institute for Entrepreneurial Excellence will be Friday, April
27, 7:30 to 10 a.m., at Hosanna House.

Free Business Financing Workshop
A free Business Financing Workshop will be offered April 12 at 6 p.m. at Hosanna
House. Information will include small business loans, application strategies, personal
credit requirements, lending resources, and business planning.
The workshop is sponsored by the Wilkinsburg Community Development
Corporation and features Dollar Bank.
Reservations can be made by calling Jennifer at the Wilkinsburg Community
Development Corp., 412-727-7855, or emailing info@wilkinsburgcdc.org,

Greater Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce
P.O. Box 86064, Wilkinsburg, Pa 15221 • 412.252.0234

“My internship is an experience
I won’t forget. It was good times,
good people. They taught us money
management, responsibility and
how to handle ourselves.
They helped us into adulthood.”

Career Connections Charter
High School

Maya, Registered Nurse
Career Connections Graduate

APPLY TODAY
for the

2012-2013

SCHOOL YEAR.

SENIOR INTERNSHIP PROGRAM

4412 BUTLER STREET PITTSBURGH, PA 15201 Phone: (412) 682-1816 Fax: (412) 682-6559

www.CCCHS.NET
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Easter is April 8!

CAREER CONNECTIONS CHARTER
HIGH SCHOOL
SENIOR INTERNSHIP PROGRAM
Provides our senior students diverse
real world/work opportunities as part
of their high school experience.
Students work three days a week at a
placement site.
Students attend school two days per
week to complete their core curriculum
and education requirements.

Your Connection. Your Future.

CCCHS senior students working at one of our partnering
internship sites The Zone Café located on Butler Street in
Lawrenceville.

www.ccchs.net
4412 BUTLER STREET PITTSBURGH, PA 15201
Phone: (412) 682-1816 Fax: (412) 682-6559
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