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Strengthening Community Partnership Awardees with 
Conference representatives: Bill Schenck, TriState Capital 
Bank; Taris Vrcek, McKees Rocks CDC; Tracey Evans, 
Wilkinsburg CDC;  Greg Jones, Economic Development 
South; Dennis Yablonsky, CEO, Allegheny Conference on 
Community Development.

Wilkinsburg Community Development 
Corporation (WCDC) has been selected 
to participate in the Strengthening 
Communities Partnership with the 
Allegheny Conference on Community 
Development (ACCD). This one–time seed 
grant supports communities facing the 
challenges of being left behind during the 
Pittsburgh region’s economic transformation. 

The grant will support the WCDC’s 
work in finding creative reuses for vacant 
buildings around Wilkinsburg. This 
includes development of a business plan for 
the Wilkinsburg Train Station, support for 
the reuse of the Penn-Lincoln hotel site and 
redevelopment of Wood Street’s 1001 block. 

The WCDC was chosen to promote 
reinvestment in its business district 
and neighborhoods. Wilkinsburg has a 
demonstrable need of redevelopment, a 
strong redevelopment plan, and unified 
community leadership. 

Other finalists include the McKees 
Rocks Community Development 

continued on page 4

Suzanne Nuss saw an opportunity in 
736 North Avenue. The c. 1910 building 
offered a spacious, light-filled unit, with 
tiger-oak wainscoting in the dining room 
and other period details. The price was 
affordable. And it included a garage. Yet 
the building needed much work inside and 
out, and three of the eight condominiums 
were vacant.

Today, the building is fully occupied 
and renovation projects happen each year. 
Nuss says clearing titles and liens so that 
the units could be purchased was key to 
saving 736 North Avenue from the fate of 
a similar building across the street, which 
deteriorated so thoroughly it was eventually 
demolished.

She and the other condo owners 
credit Allegheny County’s Vacant Property 
Recovery Program (VPRP) with being the 

Condo Living: Affordable Housing

“essential middleman” that freed two of 
the vacant units mired in title and tax 
delinquency issues.

“I spent two years banging my head 
trying to get answers about mortgage and 
tax questions related to the two condos,” 
says Nuss. “It was quite a relief when I got 
word that the VPRP process could start.”

She recalls that the liens against Unit 
#4 totaled 28 pages. Liens against Unit 
#8 ran 53 pages. With the latter property, 
the mortgage had been packaged and 
resold, causing complicated title issues. 
In addition, the property faced liens for 
school taxes, property taxes and unpaid 
bills from gas, electric and other utilities. 
In all, the liens for Unit #8 totaled more 
than $100,000.“Without the VPRP, the 
process of searching and clearing title and 

Grant Will Help 
Development of 
Vacant Building Sites

photo by M
artha Rial
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The Wilkinsburg Sun is a free  
monthly community newsletter published 
by the volunteer Wilkinsburg community 
Newsletter Board, with the support of the 

Wilkinsburg Borough, the Wilkinsburg 
school district, the Wilkinsburg chamber of 
commerce and the Wilkinsburg community 

development corporation. The sun is 
printed by Knepper Press. 

Please submit all articles and calendar 
events to: editor@wilkinsburgsun.com,  

or by mail, P.O. Box 86064, Wilkinsburg, 
PA 15221. Please submit articles 6 weeks 

before publication and  
calendar events 4 weeks before  

publication. To advertise,  
e-mail adsales@wilkinsburgsun.com,  

or call 412.916.1790. The sun accepts 
submitted articles provided they are related 

to Wilkinsburg and are civic-minded. The 
Sun reserves the right to withhold articles 
from print. Please note that The Sun does 

not publish political or opinion pieces.

Sign up to receive The Sun by email at http://
eepurl.com/v0iBP and friend us on Facebook.

For those of you who are used to getting your copy of The Sun in your 
Pennysaver, we are no longer able to deliver that way as the Pennysaver no longer 
circulates in Wilkinsburg. But never fear: All you have to do to ensure you never miss 
another issue is go to http://eepurl.com/v0iBP and sign up to receive a link to each 
and every issue via email just as soon as they hit the street.

SubScribe to the Sun by email

Kendon Drive West had its first Light Up Night Spectacular and it was a glowing success, according to 
Block Watch Co-Captains Linda and Leslie (pictured with Police Chief Coleman). Over 30 people attended 
including folks from the local neighborhoods, George Spencer from MAD DADS (a group designed for men 
to maintain safer neighborhoods and communities), and members of our local police force including Chief 
Coleman, Detective Sargent McKenith, Detective Rourke and Officer Wilson with his K-9.

The purpose of Light Up Night was meant to encourage unity in their local neighborhood and to ignite a Block 
Watch program. Communities that work with its local police and fire services are safer and healthier places to 
live. Linda and Leslie are happy to say that things are looking brighter on their street thanks to community and 
Wilkinsburg police and other local services working together! They want to thank Wilkinsburg Beverage, Giant 
Eagle on Verona Road, and east End Food Co-op for their generous donations of snacks and beverages.

Local athlete, Kevin J. Wharton-Price, 
was chosen as an all-star at Keystone State 
Invitational Bastketball Camp held at 
Edinborao University the first week in 
July. Price plays forward and is a junior at 
Central Catholic High School.

He was recently named MVP nominee 
for best defensive player and his team came 
in 1st place for championship game. The 
Keystone Stae Invitational Camps, certified 
by the NCAA, are held at select campuses 
across Pennsylvania and bring together many 
of the best basketball players in the East. 

Writers are meeting in the borough 
to sharpen their craft and share ideas. 
The following events are free and held at 
Biddle’s Escape Coffee Shop at 401 Biddle 
Ave. in Wilkinsburg:

• Writers’ Group, Thursday, August 
15 at 7-9 p.m.—Generate, share, and give/
receive constructive criticism on your and 
others’ works-in-progress of any genre.
During the first half, the group will 
generate writing in response to prompts 
led by local poet and workshop-runner, 
Sharon McDermott. The second half will 

The Wilkinsburg Historical Society 
hosts its free annual antique evaluations 
on Monday, August 19. 

This is chance to bring in a family 
heirloom, a unique yard sale find, or 
some collectible from grandma’s attic, and 
discover more about it. Antique expert 
Jeffrey Poole explains the fascinating way 
that items are valued based on rarity, 
condition, and market dynamics.

Poole will discuss the history of each 
item and its approximate value. This 
meeting starts at 7:30 p.m. in the Wesley 
Room of the South Avenue United 
Methodist Church (use the left rear Ross 
Avenue entrance from the parking lot). 

This is free and open to the public, so 
feel free to bring a friend and an item or 
two for evaluation. 

be devoted to sharing and critiquing this 
freshly-minted work or any outside project 
that the sharer wishes to bring. Participants 
are free to show up for only the half of 
the session that interests them. RSVP 
on Facebook or by emailing literature@
biddlesescape.com.

• Spoken Word Open Mic, Thursday, 
August 22 at 7 p.m.—Come share your 
writing for a few minutes, or just sit around 
and soak it in. Open to all genres of 
literature/spoken word. Featuring readings 
by poets from the Belleville Arts house.

• B.E. Book Club—“The Crying of 
Lot 49,” by Thomas Pynchon, Thursday, 
August 29 at 7 p.m.

For more information, go to www.
facebook.com/beliterary or sign up for the 
mailing list: email literature@biddlesescape.
com with “Subscribe” in the subject line.

Writers Invited to Collaborate, Discuss and Critique

Recognition for Local Athlete

Your Antiques Evaluated 
on August 19
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UpComInG mEEtInGS

8/7 (Wed.) 6:30 p.m. council Planning session

8/15 (Thurs.) 5:30 p.m. Parks & recreation Meeting

8/15 (Thurs.) 6:30 p.m. Wilkinsburg community Art & civic design commission

9/4 (Wed.) 6:30 p.m. council Planning session

9/5 (Thurs.) 6 p.m. Planning commission

9/11 (Wed.) 7 p.m. council Legislative Meeting

All meetings will take place in the Wilkinsburg Borough Building, 605 Ross Avenue.

WilkinsBurg Borough
www.wilkinsburgpa.gov

The Wilkinsburg Community Art and 
Civic Design Commission (WCACDC) 
has created a Public Art Database and 
is seeking assistance from community 
members in finding all the art and artifacts 
in the Borough.Wilkinsburg residents 
are asked to submit photos, locations, 
and other information about art or 
cultural objects in their neighborhood to 
wilkinsburgartanddesign@gmail.com. 

Train Station
Wilkinsburg’s Pennsylvania 

Railroad Station is among 2013’s Top 10 
preservation opportunities, an annual list 
compiled by the Young Preservationists 
Association of Pittsburgh.

The list was announced as part of the 
state Heritage Conference on July 16.

Apartment Market
According to an article by Tom 

Schooley in the Pittsburgh Business Times, 
Wilkinsburg is Pittsburgh’s next thriving 
apartment market. Citing the success of 
the Crescent Apartments and the Wilson 
Apartments, Schooley lists Wilkinsburg’s 
key advantages: “quality  building stock, 
plety of flat land, a location close to the 
city and a hub for the busway...” The 
article can be found at bizjournals.com/
pittsburgh

Zero Waste is sponsoring two more 
hard-to recycle collections this summer:

• Aug 17 at City of Pittsburgh En–
vironmental Serices, 3001 Railroad St., 
15201

• Oct 5 at The Mall at Robinson, 100 
Robinson Centre Dr., 15205.

Materials collected at no charge 
include televisions, monitors, CPUs, mice 
and keyboards, cell phones, printers, 
scanners. Fees are charged for batteries, 
fluorescent tubes, small Freon appliances, 
or paper and floppy disks for shredding.

For information, visit www.
zerowastephh.org or call 412.488.7490, ext 
236.

As this issue goes to press, the borough 
council is about to adopt a new zoning 
ordinance that the Planning Commission 
has been working on for the last year in 
consultation with Delta Development. 
Adoption of the new ordinance will update 
important guidelines to make Wilkinsburg 
a more desirable place to live, work and 
improve properties.

“We did not modify the old ordinance,” 
explained Patrick Shattuck, chair of the 
Planning Commission. “We drafted a new 
ordinance based on today’s standards.”

The new ordinance will not effect 
much obvious change, but will position the 
borough for development. 

According to Shattuck, “A good zoning 
ordinance will encourage good development 
and should encourage developers to come to 
the community.”

“One thing we really looked at was 
eliminating the need to get variances,” said 
Shattuck.

Variances are a financial burden on 
the borough as well as the homeowner, 
he explained. The new ordinance greatly 
reduces the need for variances. The new 
zoning should minimize risk of unknowns 
and hidden costs to homeowners and 
builders that want to renovate or build.

Another change will be a limitation 
of further conversions of single-family 
properties to multi-family homes. The 
new zoning maps break up what had been 
commercial district into three sections: 
the central business district, automobile-

Wilkinsburg in the news

Hard-to-Recycle Collections

impacted district, neighborhood mixed use 
district.

It also identifies major corridors that 
have some storefronts, such as the Montier 
corridor, Ardmore Blvd., and Swissvale Ave.

One unique creation of the commission 
are “adaptive reuse overlay districts.” When 
certain properties meet conditions for 
being difficult to rehabilitate or adapt to 
a new use, thus putting them in danger of 
abandonment or long-term vacancy, these 
districts can be overlayed on the current 
zone and allow more flexibility for a 
developer.

A draft of the new ordinance is 
available on the Planning Commission’s 
page of wilkinsburgpa.gov

new Zoning ordinance Gears Up Wilkinsburg 
for Growth and preservation of Character

Borough Council moves to 
permit Chickens

A new ordinance amends 
Wilkinsburg’s code about animals to 
permit the raising of certain hens.

The ordinance references the desire 
of some residents to grow and raise their 
own food and that of some to encourage 
the growth of urban agriculture within the 
borough.

The new law allows for up to three 
hens on a lot of 2,000 square-feet or 
smaller. More are permissible on larger 
lots, but fines will be exacted for exceeding 
the limitations. The ordinace prohibits 
several things, for instance, roosters, 
guinea hens and the slaughtering of any 
hens or chicks.

Cataloguing of public Artworks
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WCDC CALEnDAR

OFF FOR 
SUMMER

Business District Safety Meeting—WCDC office

WCdC
www.wilkinsburgcdc.org

To support the WCDC, send a tax-
deductible contribution to 1001 Wood 
St., Wilkinsburg, PA 15221
OR donate online at
wilkinsburgcdc.org
 412.727.7855 • 412.871.3149 (fax)

 info@wilkinsburgcdc.org

Joshua Orange

Welcome WCDC’s 
Summer Intern

Enter Coupon Code “15221” at check-out 
to receive $2 off the advance ticket price. 

Code Expires August 15! 

Corporation, Economic Development 
South, Fayette County Cultural Trust, and 
City of Washington Citywide Development 
Corporation. 

“We’ve made great progress in our 
region but we’re not there yet. We want to 
revitalize communities faster. We think 
that happens by aligning investment and 

The WCDC is happy to announce its 
new summer intern. Joshua Orange, an 
Urban Planning major at the University of 
Pittsburgh, is joining the WCDC to be its 
Database Manager.

Originally from Detroit, Mich., Joshua 
recently moved to Pittsburgh for his first 
year of undergraduate studies.

He will be taking pictures in the 
business district as well as updating 
the WCDC’s records. Joshua is excited 
to explore the field of community 
development in Pittsburgh and learn more 
about Wilkinsburg’s unique projects and 
challenges.

Welcome to the neighborhood, 
Joshua! 

You’re invited to the inaugural 
Wilkinsburg House and Garden Tour! 
The WCDC is looking forward to hosting 

WCDC, from page 1

Join the Wilkinsburg House and Garden tour
its first tour to showcase the 
unique homes that make up 
its neighborhood. This year’s 
tour will highlight the Regent 
Square area of Wilkinsburg.

The tour will be held on 
Saturday, September 28 from 
10 a.m.-3 p.m.

Visit http://www.
wilkinsburgcdc.org/news-and-
events/house-tour to buy tickets 
and for more information. 

Homes are still being 
sought to feature. Please contact the 
WCDC if you are interested in being part 
of the tour: 412.727.7855. 

resources,” said Dennis Yablonsky, CEO, 
Allegheny Conference on Community 
Development.

Tracey Evans, Executive Director 
of the WCDC, is excited about the 
possibilities. “This partnership will allow 
us to fulfill our five-year plan,” she said. 
“Some key next steps include acquisition of 
targeted blighted properties for commercial 
development and enhancement of 
transportation opportunities to improve 
the business district’s competitiveness.

The ACCD grant funds effective 
partnerships between the region’s 
business community and local community 
development organizations. The goal is 
to create a long-term positive impact in 
Wilkinsburg by aligning investment and 
resources from Allegheny Conference 
members to help Wilkinsburg community 
leaders implement its redevelopment plan. 
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School District
www.wilkinsburgschools.org

WILKINSBURG SCHOOL
DISTRICT CALENDAR

R

June 7—Kelly: Doughnuts with Dad
 Turner: Doughnuts with Dad
June 11—School Board Planning Session, 7 p.m.
June 14—Middle School Field Day
June 17—Turner: 6th Grade Promotion
June 18—Kelly: 6th Grade Promotion
 8th Grade Promotion
 School Board Legislative Session, 7 p.m.
June 19—Clerical Day. No School.
June 20—Graduation Day. Last Day of School

Saturday,	  August	  31,	  2013	  
Time:	  10am-‐3pm	  

Loca;on:	  On	  Wallace	  Ave.	  in	  front	  of	  	  
WILKINSBURG	  HIGH	  SCHOOL	  and	  the	  	  

Administra;on	  Bldg	  
FREE	  FOOD!!!	  (Bar-‐B-‐Q)	  

GIVEAWAYS	  
For	  more	  info:	  	  

wilsonw@wilkinsburgschools.org	  
412.513.5226	  

	  

	  
	  
	  

Music/Food/Fun	  

Come	  support	  Literacy	  in	  the	  	  
Wilkinsburg	  School	  District	  

“Let	  the	  change	  begin!”	  
The	  day	  will	  be	  represented	  by	  local	  businesses	  and	  
concerned	  parents	  and	  community	  leaders.	  
	  

  2013-2014 

The Wilkinsburg School District’s 
uniform policy says that “a clean-cut and 
professional image reduces distractions and 
promotes learning.” 

Part of the policy is that school 
uniforms are expected to fit the student 
appropriately, be cleaned on a regular 
basis, and cannot deviate from the stated 
required uniform.  Students are expected 
to present themselves in a neat, clean, and 
professional manner at all times.

Below is the prescribed school uniform 
for students in Grades K-12.
Pants

All pants/slacks must be solid blue 
or tan-colored (inclusive of khaki, Dickie-
styled) or Capri ¾-length pant April 
through October. All pants must fit within 
an inch around the waist.

No cuffs are to be in the pants/slacks, 
and no baggy, saggy, or draggy pants.  
Pants may not trail on the ground; they 
must be above the heel of the shoe. No 
jeans, cargo/carpenter pants, leggings or 
sweatpants are permitted. Pants cannot be 
worn inside of boots or boot type shoes.

Belts are optional; however, it is re–
commended that students wear belts when 
feasible. Belts must be solid black, brown 
or navy in color. If pants are too large, the 
school will provide a belt for the day.
Footwear

Style can consist of athletic shoes, 
laced shoes and/or shoe boots, loafers or 
other closed-toe shoes.  No house slippers, 
flip-flops, mules, open-toed sandals, or any 
other type footwear that could constitute 
a safety hazard are permitted. Students are 
forbidden from wearing steel-toed shoes or 
boots, stiletto type shoes, or any 2-½-inch 
high shoes with the school uniform.
Shirt:

Button-down, Polo-style solid short or 
long-sleeved shirts in navy blue, white or 
red may be purchased from a local retailer.  
Shirts should fit appropriately and not 
be more than one size larger or one size 
smaller than the student.  Shirts should 
not be tied at the bottom, nor should more 
than one button from the top be undone.  
Shirts can be worn inside or outside of the 
pants. Students can decide which looks 

better on them.
Ties can be worn with button-down 

shirts, but must be solid colors, such as 
navy blue, white or red.
Skirts and Jumpers

Skirts and jumpers can be either solid 
khaki or solid navy blue and must be worn 
with school color-designated tops.

Skirts/jumpers must be no shorter 
than one inch above the knee. Socks, 
stocking, or tights must be worn to match 
shirts, skirts, jumpers, or pants.  No off-
colors can be worn.

Jackets, Cardigans and Sweaters
These must be solid navy blue, khaki 

tan, white or red and be worn over a school-
designated shirt. They must fit appropriately 
and not be more than one size larger or one 
size smaller than the student.
Spirit Wear

All Wilkinsburg Athletics, varsity and 
junior varsity team uniforms, cheerleading 
uniforms, sweatshirts, T-shirts, track wear 
and other Wilkinsburg paraphernalia 
will be allowed on Fridays, upon 
administrator’s approval and or discretion.

School outlines Student Dress policy for 2013-14 School Year
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Check out the Library!

Jim Butler, President 
NMLS ID # 139251 

 PROFESSIONAL MORTGAGE CONNECTION, LLC 
NMLS ID: 127881 

(Licensed by the PA Department of Banking) 

Preferred Lender: 
412-672-5060 

NMLS ID# 688561 

centennial of the 
birth of America’s 
undisputed queen of 
cuisine,” Booklist.

Until the End 
of Time: A Novel 
by Danielle Steel.  
“Steel’s two-part 
story of reincarnation and everlasting love 
will satisfy fans of gentle romance.  This 
inspirational story is very different from 
Steel’s usual style, but her loyal readers will 
enjoy it just the same,” Booklist.

New at the Library
Charlie Joe Jackson’s Guide to Not 

Reading by Tommy Greenwald; illustrated 
by J.P. Coovert. “With his deep-seated love 
of not reading, this title’s young narrator, 
Charlie Joe, speaks straight to other book-
averse middle-schoolers. But avid readers 
will equally enjoy Charlie Joe’s story, 
with its wild parodies and surprises that 
continue to the very end,” Booklist.

Dearie: The Remarkable Life of Julia 
Child by Bob Spitz. “Commemorates the 

Through August 15, the community 
can help The Boys & Girls Clubs of 
Western PA put thousands of school 
supplies in the hands of Boys & Girls Club 
members by donating  supplies in local 
Michael’s Stores collection bins or visiting 
www.greatfutures.org/backtoschool.

The following lectures are free and 
open to the public at the Landmarks 
Preservation Resource Center at 744 
Rebecca Avenue in Wilkinsburg. Light 
refreshments will be served. RSVPs are 
appreciated to Mary Lu Denny: marylu@
phlf.org or 412.471.5808

• Ornamental Glass Windows at Clayton 
1883-1903 on Thursday, August 8 from 6 
p.m.—7:30 p.m. with Albert M. Tannler

An “intermezzo” presentation will 
explore the rebirth of an modest Italianate 
house into a grand French Chateau, thanks 
to the resources of Henry Clay Frick and 
the work of gifted local architects, artists 
and craftsmen—in particular those working 
in stained glass—during the “Aesthetic 
Movement” of the 1880s and 90s.

• Frank Lloyd Wright in Pittsburgh on 
Thursday, August 15, 6 p.m.—7:30 p.m. 
with Albert M. Tannler

Two of America’s most important 
architects are Henry Hobson Richardson 

(1838-1886) and Frank Lloyd Wright (1867-
1959). Both designed several of their finest 
buildings in Western Pennsylvania and 
some of their most talented apprentices 
lived and worked here.

• Incredible Penn Avenue—254 Years 
after General John Forbes’ Victory on 
Thursday, August 22, 6 p.m.—7:30 p.m. 
with Louise Sturgess

Pittsburgh’s Penn Avenue follows the 
path that British General John Forbes and 
his troops hacked through the wilderness 
as they marched westward to take 
control of the Point in November 1758. 
The French fled, and the British were 
victorious.Two-hundred fifty-four years 
later, Penn Avenue offers an incredibly rich 
experience. In this fast-paced presentation 
of more than 300 photos, you’ll travel 
along Penn Avenue and see architectural 
landmarks, historic fences and walls, 
murals, a wonderful variety of stores and 
signs—and a diverse cast of characters.

Free August Lectures offered at LpRC 
Boy & Girls Club Collects School 
Supplies through michael’s
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Greater Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce
P.O. Box 86064, Wilkinsburg, Pa 15221 •  412.242.0234
info@wilkinsburgchamber.com

www.wilkinsburgchamber.com
ChamBer of CommerCe

Farmer’s market
You can get fresh produce every Thursday from 3-6 p.m. in the South Avenue United 

Methodist Church parking lot, 732-744 Ross Ave.

Your Ad 
Could 
Be in 
the 
Sun.

The Blackridge Civic Association 
(BCA) provides a variety of classes for 
all ages. A list of classes and the contact 
information are listed below and posted on 
www.blackridge-bca.org.

• Zumba–Mondays (9:30–10:30 a.m.) 
http://www.zumbajen.com

• Mary Pat School of Dance–Mondays 
(4– 8 p.m., school year) mpsod@att.net

• Jazzercise–Tuesdays, Thursdays 
(10 a.m.– 11 a.m.) jazzmalia21@hotmail.com

• Zumba-Zumba Sentao Sculpting–
Tuesdays (6–7:30 p.m.) http://www.
zumbajen.com

• Kids Play Group–Wednesdays 
(10 a.m.–12 p.m.) deb.denovich@gmail.com

• Kids Zumbatomics–Wednesdays in 
summer (10–12 p.m.), www.zumbajen.com

• Salsa Dancing – July 26, Aug. 23 
(7–8:30 p.m.), mkfitness@comcast.net

•Senior Trendsetters (Exercise) 
Classes–Starting in August, mkfitness@
comcast.net

• Yoga (Fall Session) – Starting in 
August. Free class on Tuesday, Aug 15, pre-
registeration required, mkfitness@comcast.
net.

Classes for Everyone at the Blackridge Clubhouse

continued on last page



8 Wilkinsburg Sun I July/August 2013

Sherwood Event 
Center is the perfect 
scenic backdrop for an 
unforgettable outdoor 
escape. Here is what 
Sherwood is:
• 14-acre green space

• Zero-entry pool
• 2,800-sq-ft 
pavillion
• Can accomodate 
up to 500 people

Sherwood Event 
Center
400 Sherwood Road
Forest Hills, Pennsylvania 15221
To book your next event or for more 
information please contact our event 
office at 412.342.1351 or email at 
events@hosannahouse.org

For Your Next Event

Feel free to visit us on the web at:
www.hosannahouse.org

Who says you have to wait for the weekend to celebrate?
The Sherwood Event Center still has 

some weekday space available!
CALL NOW! 

CONDO, from first page
liens would be overwhelming for 
the average person,” says Nuss. 
“The program has the power 
and connections to negotiate 
with all parties involved. Equally 
important, it caps the fees for legal 
work and other costs making them 
manageable.”

Buyers pay the appraised value 
of the property, plus acquisition 
costs that are typically around 
$4,000 per property for the VPRP 
to obtain and convey it. In addition, the 
buyer pays closing costs that run $200-
$300 per property.

Unit #4 moved through the VPRP 
process first and was eventually purchased 
by the owner living in another unit, 
Rolynda Ford, who had eyed it for a number 
of years. Nuss acquired Unit # 8 with plans 
to resell it at some point in the future.

“I went into this just wanting to help 
make the building viable,” says Nuss. “We 
did that and more with the help of the 
VPRP and the Borough.”

In addition to participating in VPRP, 
Wilkinsburg goes a step further and offers 
VPRP applicants tax rebates over 10 years 
plus other incentives.

—Colleen Derda and Cheryl Valyo

BLACKRIDGE, from previous page

Inquiries can be made by phone at 
412.241.9569 by leaving a name and phone 
number in a voicemail. Volunteers return 
calls.

Founded in 1944, the Blackridge Civic 
Association seeks to provide community 
identity for the unique neighborhood of 
Blackridge, which consists of more than 
600 houses in what now includes parts of 
Wilkinsburg, Churchill and Penn Hills, as 
well as approximately ten acres of wooded 
land, a pool, a ball field, and a playground. 

A Swim Club offers swim lessons and 
aquatic fitness programs and is home to 
the swim team, “Blackridge Barracudas.” 

Also in association with the Blackridge 
Civic Association is the Blackridge Garden 
Club, one of the oldest Garden Clubs in 
the greater Pittsburgh area.

Book Now

and SAVE

15%
on open dates

photo by M
artha Rial


