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On October 12, Wilkinsburg Girl 
Scouts Troop 51058 had an opportunity 
to do a community service project with 
the Ronald McDonald House Charities 
of Pittsburgh. The scouts and Patrick 
Shattuck, along with their Girl Scout 
leader Kim Olday, cooked a smart and 
healthy dinner using fresh ingredients.  

The scouts had a chance to shop for 
the food and prepare a complete meal.  
They also had an opportunity to work 
with the children and their parents. Their 
efforts were received with very healthy 
appetite and comments of a great meal.

This year the troop is  recruiting 

girls who would like to gain 
volunteer hours. Not only does 
volunteering allow the girls to 
help make an impact in the 
community, it allows the girls to 
fulfill volunteer service hours as 
required by their high schools. It 
also looks great when applying to 
high school or college. 

Volunteering also gives the girls 
an idea on possible career options. The 
leaders hope to maybe build long-term 
relationships with a few organizations that 
interest the girls. 

Watch for the grand opening of the 
Library Café on the second 
floor sometime in late 
November.  Located in 
the corner area next to the 
large print books, the Café 
will offer coffee, tea and 
hot chocolate.  

Paperback, reference and oversize 
books will make their new home there 
along with the magazines. It will be a 
great spot to warm up with a beverage and 
browse some great reads to take home.

Library Café to Open

Special guests of honor at Wilkinsburg 
Historical Society’s Annual Dinner will 
be Bernie and Esther Queneau, who are 
nationally know for their involvement with 
the Lincoln Highway, which runs through 
Wilkinsburg. It was Bernie, as a fifteen-
year-old Eagle Scout, who was chosen from 
thousands of Scouts to travel cross-country 

Wilkinsburg Girl Scouts Serve 
Ronald McDonald House

continued on page 6

This 1928 photo shows 15-year old Bernie Queneau (3rd 
from the right) as the Scouts embarked on a cross country 
journey in a converted REO speed wagon.

Historical Society to 
Host Queneaus at 
Annual Dinner

Wilkinsburg’s Girl Scouts Troop 51058 shopped and cooked this delicous, healthy dinner for the Ronald McDonald House.
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The Wilkinsburg Sun is a free  
monthly community newsletter published 
by the volunteer Wilkinsburg community 
Newsletter Board, with the support of the 

Wilkinsburg Borough, the Wilkinsburg 
school district, the Wilkinsburg chamber of 
commerce and the Wilkinsburg community 

development corporation. The sun is 
printed by Knepper Press. 

Please submit all articles and calendar 
events to: editor@wilkinsburgsun.com,  

or by mail, P.O. Box 86064, Wilkinsburg, 
PA 15221. Please submit articles 6 weeks 

before publication and  
calendar events 4 weeks before  

publication. To advertise,  
e-mail adsales@wilkinsburgsun.com,  

or call 412.916.1790. The sun accepts 
submitted articles provided they are related 

to Wilkinsburg and are civic-minded. The 
Sun reserves the right to withhold articles 
from print. Please note that The Sun does 

not publish political or opinion pieces.

Sign up to receive The Sun by email at http://
eepurl.com/v0iBP and friend us on Facebook.

Wilkinsburg A’Caroling Scheduled for December 14

Holiday Highlights

NOV 26—49th Annual 
‘Wilkinsburg Gives Thanks’ 

Breakfast 
Sponsored by the Greater 

Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce, 
begins at 8 a.m., Tuesday, Nov. 
26, at the Western Pennsylvania 

School for the Deaf, 300 Swissvale 
Ave. Tickets are $7.50. RSVP at 
info@wilkinsburgchamber.com 

or by calling Jennifer Salmans at 
412.727.7855.

DEC 5—Light Up Night
Business district event at parklet at 
6 p.m.. All welcome. Sponsored by 

Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce.

DEC 8—36th Annual 
Wilkinsburg Sing Christmas 

Concert
Special community concert at South 

Avenue United Methodist Church, 
733 South Avenue, Dec. 8 at 4 p.m. 
For more information contact Linda 

Kirkland-Law 412.628.8686

DEC 14—Holiday Parade
Line up starts at 10 a.m.  at 

Wilkinsburg DPW building across 
from Park Playground. The parade 

will end in front of Wilkinsburg High 
School. 

DEC 14—Wilkinsburg 
A’Caroling

From 5:30–6:30 p.m.  Choose your 
group and sing (see article above). A 
project of MADDADS and Wilkinsburg 

Block Watch.

Join your friends and neighbors for an 
hour of spirited Christmas Caroling!

Our community’s 5th annual 
Wilkinsburg A’Caroling happens on 
Saturday, December 14, from 5:30 to 6:30 
p.m.

Sing with with the Greater Pittsburgh 
Area MAD DADS beginning at the 
corner of Whitney and Center, or with 
Wilkinsburg Block Watch starting at the 
corner of Whitney and Pennwood, or with 

For those of you who are used to 
getting your copy of The Sun in your 
Pennysaver, we are no longer able to 
deliver that way as the Pennysaver no 
longer circulates in Wilkinsburg. 

But never fear: All you have to 
do to ensure you never miss another 
issue is go to http://eepurl.com/v0iBP 
and sign up to receive a link to each 
and every issue via email just as soon 
as they hit the street.

SubScribe to the Sun by emailSt. James Church (6 to 7 p.m.) gathering at 
the front door of the church on Franklin 
Ave. Or create your own group and choose 
your own location. 

Wilkinsburg A’Caroling is a project of 
the Greater Pittsburgh Area MAD DADS 
and Wilkinsburg Block Watch.

For more information, contact Ernie 
Bey of the MAD DADS at 412.225.6943 
or Kate Grannemann of Block Watch at 
412.475.7444. 
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UPCOMiNG MEETiNGS

11/6 (Wed.) 6:30 p.m. Budget Work session

11/7 (Thurs.) 6:00 p.m. Planning commission

11/13 (Wed.) 7 p.m. council Legislative Meeting

11/20 (Wed.) 6:30 p.m. council Planning session

11/21 (Thurs.) 5:30 p.m. Parks & recreation Meeting

12/4 (Wed.) 6:30 p.m. council Planning session

12/5 Thurs.) 5–8 p.m. Planning commission

All meetings will take place in the Wilkinsburg Borough Building, 605 Ross Avenue.

WilkinsBurg Borough
www.wilkinsburgpa.gov

Get Help with Taxes!
On November 18, a 
representative from Portnoff 
Law Associates will be on-site 
at the municipal building, 605 
Ross Ave, second floor Council 
Chambers, to provide assistance 
with the tax amnesty program, 
which is being offered by the 
Borough through December 31.  
Hours are 1 p.m.–6 p.m. and no 
appointment is needed.

As the expression goes, “it’s better to 
beg forgiveness than to ask permission”, 
but from November 1 through December 
31, 2013, Wilkinsburg residents won’t have 
to beg for forgiveness. By taking advantage 
of the tax amnesty program recently 
adopted by the Borough Council, residents 
can ask to have the penalties and interest 
on unpaid real estate taxes and municipal 
service fees forgiven.

In addition, the Borough’s delinquent 
tax collector, Portnoff Law Associates, 
Ltd. has agreed to forgive half of any 
outstanding attorney’s fees for collection 
of the outstanding real estate taxes and 
municipal service fees.

In order to qualify, the following 
amounts must be paid—in full—during the 
amnesty period between November 1 and 
December 31, 2013: 

• Delinquent real estate taxes and/or 
• Delinquent municipal service fees, and
• Half of the attorney fees and 

collection costs
No new payment plans will be 

established during the amnesty period, 
however taxpayers who previously 
established payment plans with Portnoff 
Law Associates may participate in the 
amnesty program under the same terms 
and conditions (a, b, and c above).

If you have delinquent taxes and/or 
fees, you will receive a letter regarding the 
Amnesty Program with a breakdown of 
the balance owed as well as the amnesty 
balance. The letter will also include 

Attention, Wilkinsburg 
Residents

The Great Wilkinsburg Fall 
Yard-Waste Pick-Up!

Place any of the following in large 
brown paper bags or cardboard boxes

(no plastic bags or loose material, 
please!):

• Leaves
• Garden Waste
• Tree 
Trimmings
 (less than 1” diam only, please)
• Shrubbery, chipped or cut

Place bags or boxes near curb, in front 
of your house before 9 a.m.

The Borough will pick them up, and 
make lovely compost from them.

The compost will be available for all 
residents.  

Saturday, November 9

instructions for payment under the 
amnesty program.

Take advantage of this opportunity to 
be forgiven—no begging required.

Amnesty Program Forgives Real Estate 
Tax and Municipal Service Fees

continued on page 8

Code enforcement today addresses 
a wide range of issues that affect our 
environment, health, safety, property 
values and general well-being. Community 
preservation and improvement are now 
recognized by local political leaders as 
necessary to halt or reverse the deterioration 
of our surroundings.

Very plainly, the objective of code 
enforcement is voluntary compliance. 
Therefore, education and guidance are the 
primary services of a Code Enforcement 
Officer (CEO). Prosecuting a code violation 
is the least efficient way to guarantee an 
improved community. Punitive action is 
only taken as a last resort, and then only 
with reason and restraint.

The Enforcement Process
The inspection and enforcement 

process focuses on assisting citizens 
to convert any code violations into 
compliance with the law. On many 
occasions, because local regulations may be 
complex, violations may be unintentional. 
If a violation is clearly unintentional and 
is quickly remedied by the violator, then it 
may be in the best interest of all concerned 
to simply issue a violation and proceed 

The ABC’s of Code 
Enforcement
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WCDC CALENDAR

11/7 (Thurs.) 8:30 a.m. Business District Safety Meeting—WCDC office

12/5 (Thurs.) 8:30 a.m. Business District Safety Meeting—WCDC office

WCdC
www.wilkinsburgcdc.org

To support the WCDC, send a tax-
deductible contribution to 1001 Wood 
St., Wilkinsburg, PA 15221
OR donate online at
wilkinsburgcdc.org
 412.727.7855 • 412.871.3149 (fax)

 info@wilkinsburgcdc.org

WCDC Celebrates Third Year on Wood Street
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This past July, the WCDC celebrated 
its third year at its office location at 1001 
Wood Street.

Since opening, twelve businesses have 
entered Wilkinsburg’s business district: 
Argo Family Beauty Supply, Barber’s Inn, 
Budget Mobile, Cricket, Fifth Third Bank, 
Heavenly Hair and Body Salon, Mayflower 
Chinese Restaurant, Organic Rescue, 
Ricarla’s Creations, and Shining Stars 
Creative Child Learning Center. Each 
of these businesses moved into a vacant 
storefront that had been listed on the 
WCDC’s website’s real estate page. Most 
have improved their exteriors. Many of 
these new businesses visited not only the 
WCDC office, but its real estate website.

With the support of PNC Foundation, 
the WCDC maintains an inventory of 
for-sale and for-rent properties in the core 

business district. Currently this includes 
details on 24 properties located at http://
www.wilkinsburgcdc.org/real-estate. (If you 
want to list your commercial space on the 
website for free, please call the WCDC at 
412.727.7855.) 

You may have noticed some other 
changes within the past year. In the 
commercial district alone, 14 properties 
have sold and three vacant storefronts 
were filled. These numbers include the 
new branch of Fifth Third Bank on Penn 
Avenue, which boasts one of the highest 
performance records in the region. Al Aqra 
acquired the lot behind his business, Al’s 
Fish and Chicken, through the County’s 
Vacant Property Recovery Program 
(VPRP). He recently demolished the 
house and plans to install a parking lot for 
customers. Stay tuned for the development! 
Learn more about the VPRP and how you 
could use it at www.wilkinsburgcdc.org/vprp. 

WCDC’s work is more than just 
attracting and supporting businesses. It 
is rebuilding a community to be both 
functional and aesthetically pleasing. 
To that end, the WCDC is addressing 

What can 24 people do?
The WCDC participated in The 

Pittsburgh Foundation’s Day of Giving 
2013. Thanks to 24 generous donors, 
$2,245 was raised for the WCDC! 

available green spaces for recreation and 
leisure activities. We have identified a 
number of potential parklets for which 
we are pursuing funds for development. 
In fact, landscape architecture students 
have provided plans saturated with youth 
and community input for four different 
projects that WCDC staff hopes to 
implement in the future. 

Keep your eyes turned to these 
projects, and let’s keep the momentum 
going.

Fifth Third Bank and Argo Family 
Beauty Supply (left) are two of the twelve 
new businesses in the core of the business 
district.
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School District
www.wilkinsburgschools.org

Scrimmage against Beaver Area 
High School, Monday, November 25 
at 1 p.m. at Wilkinsburg Senior High 

School Gymnasium

Growing Elementary 
Band Prepares for 
Area Concerts

November 4 Clerical Day (No Students)

November 5 Parent/Teacher Conferences

November 19 School Board Planning 
Session, 7 p.m.

November 26 School Board Legislative 
Session, 7 p.m.

November 28–29 Thanksgiving Vacation

Dec. 23–January 3 Holiday and Winter Recess

January 20 Martin Luther King Day 
(Schools Closed)

January 23 End of Second Grading Pd.

January 24 Clerical Day (No Students)

School Calendar

Planning, preparation and prayer were 
the main ingredients to the success of 
the 2nd Annual Sanctuary Project Prayer 
Vigil on August 24. A time of intercessory 
prayer, music and mimes was the order 
of the day, with an audience of many that 
joined together to intercede for youth in 
Wilkinsburg.

Attendees enjoyed the praise of a new 
musical group, “Fresh Anointing,” and 
mime groups from Wilkinsburg and New 
Kensington. Various youth and adults 
were invited to pray each “Prayer Point” 
of intercession for:  our youth to have a 
successful school year, for their families, 
civic and social service organizations to 
work with our youth, for forgiveness and a 
for salvation.

Wilkinsburg Police Department 
Officers Michael Catanzaro and Richard 
Grande were present. Gail Ross, Prayer 
Vigil Coordinator, requested that the 
officers stand behind young boys that were 
present and then asked Rev. Clayton and 
Denise Walker to pray for them.

Ross offered that we don’t always see 
these two groups “standing together” in 
our society.  The unfortunate reality is 
these officers, who are commissioned to 
“protect and serve,” are not always in a 
position to do so. She added it’s time we 
change the focus of our prayers so that the 
officers are not perceived the “hunters” 
and our young African American boys 
perceived as the “hunted.” Prayers declared 
that it was time to see the officers as 
“father/protectors” so that these young 
boys can believe that they (the officers) will 
protect and serve them and young men can 
look up to them for help and support. 

Ross said it was a very moving moment 
and that “with God, nothing shall be 
impossible.” 

The prayer vigil ended with residents 
even more determined to see changes take 
place in our community and to discuss 
a poster campaign using a picture of the 
officers and the young boys taken that day.

B A S K E T B A L L

The elementary band has 71 new 
members this year. With 45 returning 
band members, the students from Kelly 
and Turner Elementary schools total 116.

The band, under the direction 
of Ray Strobel, is preparing for three 
performances, including for the holiday 
parade on December 14.

They are also performing at a 
Thanksgiving brunch at the Bible 
Chapel at South and Center Avenues on 
November 23.

Sanctuary Project 
Update: Prayer Vigil 
Highlights
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Jim Butler, President 
NMLS ID # 139251 

 PROFESSIONAL MORTGAGE CONNECTION, LLC 
NMLS ID: 127881 

(Licensed by the PA Department of Banking) 

Preferred Lender: 
412-672-5060 

NMLS ID# 688561 

Holiday Reading  
’Tis the Season…for holiday cooking, 

decorating and craft planning books, as 
well as for holiday-themed novels and 
mysteries along with books of holiday 
stories and customs from around the 
world. Be sure to check out the holiday 
displays in both the children and adult 
departments. Check out the displays 
early and often as new books are added 
regularly!

Suggested New Titles
As our country honors all veterans 

in a special way this month, the library 
recommends these new titles as a “Focus 
on Our Returning Heroes.”

Life after the Military—a handbook for 
transitioning veterans

Military-to-Civilian Career Transition 
Guide—job search handbook for service 
members

The PTSD Workbook—simple, effective 
techniques for overcoming traumatic stress 
symptoms

150 Best Jobs for the Military-to-Civilian 

Check Out the Library!
Transition—45 best 
job lists; 150 job 
descriptions

When the War 
Never Ends—true 
stories of military 
members with PTSD 
and their families

Children’s Library Programs
Storytimes—Mondays: 11:30 a.m. and 

Fridays: 10:30 a.m. at Eastridge
After School Program—Tuesdays: 

3-4:30 p.m.
Girls Night—Monday, Nov 4: 5-6 p.m. 

(all girls with mom, grandma, aunt, etc.)
Lego Club—Monday, Nov 18: 3-5 p.m.

If you are passionate about helping, 
this year is a good time to join Wilkinsburg 
Girls Scouts troop. Also if you have an 
organization where you would like to have 
the scouts volunteer please contact the 
troop by email at gstroop1058@hotmail.com 
or by phone at 412.624.4338.

GIRL SCOUTS, from page 1
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Greater Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce
P.O. Box 86064, Wilkinsburg, Pa 15221 •  412.242.0234
info@wilkinsburgchamber.com

www.wilkinsburgchamber.com
ChamBer of CommerCe

Time to Give Thanks
You’re invited to the 49th annual Thanksgiving Breakfast, Tuesday, November 26 at 

8 a.m. Please join us at the Western PA School for the Deaf, 300 East Swissvale Avenue 
for a delicious breakfast and remarks by Judge Kim Clark of the Allegheny Common 
Pleas Court.

Donation for the breakfast is $7.50 per person. Proceeds benefit the Wilkinsburg 
Community Ministry, which celebrates their 45th year of serving Wilkinsburg families 
this year. For more information, please contact Chamber secretary, Jennifer Salmans at 
412.727.7855.

Light Up Night!
The Chamber of Commerce will sponsor a Light Up Night in the Wilkinsburg 

business district’s parklet at 6 p.m., on Dec. 5. All are welcome. The event will be 
followed by a networking party for businesses at Kenyon Jewelers, 711 Penn Avenue.

Farmer’s Market
This is the last month for fresh produce at Wilkinsburg’s Farmer’s Market. The 

market is open each Thursday from 3-6 p.m. in the South Avenue United Methodist 
Church parking lot, 732-744 Ross Ave. until November 21.

Chamber General Meeting
 Chamber members will meet on Thursday on November 21 at 8 a.m. at the 

Wilkinsburg CDC Office at 1001 Wood Street

in 1928 promoting Scouting and Highway 
Safety. They traveled down the Lincoln 
Highway, right down Penn Avenue and 
stayed at the then-brand-new Penn Lincoln 
Hotel in Wilkinsburg. 

Esther, formerly the President of the 
Lincoln Highway Association, has tirelessly 
promoted our first coast-to-coast highway.  
This amazing couple was featured in 
Rick Sebak’s WQED DVD about the 

Lincoln Highway. Bernie and Esther have 
fascinating stories to share! 

The dinner is Monday, November 18 
at 6:30 p.m. at D’Imperio’s Restaurant 
in Wilkins Twp. The cost is $25 and 
reservations must be made in advance 
through Historical Society president Anne 
Elise Morris. (Email your request to anne_
elise_morris@hotmail.com for reservation  
and dinner choice form.) The public is 
welcome the public and guests must send a 
$25 check in ahead to reserve a spot..

QUENEAUS, from page 1
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Visit the 
Wilkinsburg 
Farmer’s 
Market,
Thursdays 
from 3–6 p.m.
through
Nov. 21

CODE ENFORCEMENT, from page 3
without imposing any penalty. Repeated 
and deliberate violations will be prosecuted 
vigorously.

The CEO is the one who goes out every 
morning to interact with citizens. He or she 
is responsible to enforce those ordinances 
set by the Borough Council and is able to 
cite private citizens for violations, which 
later must be proven in an open hearing 
to District Magisterial Court. Prosecuting 
private citizens for ordinance violations 
is difficult enough without having to deal 
with issues of competence and fairness on 
the part of the CEO so it is critical that the 
persons appointed to fill this role be of the 
fairest mindset and temperament.

The Department of Code Enforcement 
prevents and abates violations on private 
and commercial property. Compliance 
to the Borough’s code of ordinances is 
the ultimate goal. Conditions such as 
drainage, erosion, junk vehicles, trash, 
illegal dumping, overgrown properties, 
outdoor storage, burning, businesses being 
operated out of the home, signs, building 
code violations or constructing without an 
approved permit are all samples of issues 
that are investigated by CEOs. 

Wilkinsburg’s code enforcement 
also attempts to keep neighborhoods and 
commercial properties free of unsightly 

or hazardous conditions that can lead to 
blight and deterioration of our community. 
We appreciate concerned citizens who 
care enough about the quality of life in the 
Borough to report violations.

How Notices of Violation Work
Enforcement of all Borough codes and 

ordinances usually begins with a written 
Official Warning or Notice of Violation 
(NOV) provided to the owner, occupant 
or responsible party. The notice would be 
personally delivered, posted at the property 
or sent via First Class mail. The notice 
(depending on the violation) will contain 
a deadline of no more than ten days for 
compliance or communication with the 
CEO. If the violation continues past the 
deadline, the CEO will issue a citation for 
appearance in District Magisterial Court 
or take other legal action authorized under 
state law and borough ordinance.

If you have questions about a notice, 
you may contact the officer who issued it. 
All written notices have the officer’s name 
and badge and phone numbers. The first 
thing you should do if you have received a 
notice of violation is correct the problem: 
Mow the grass, move cars or trucks off the 
yard, move any junk vehicles, secure vacant 
buildings, dump or drain any stagnant water, 
or whatever other action the notices advises. 

It is important that you correct any violations 
promptly. Once you have corrected the 
problem, contact the officer who issued the 
notice and ask for a re-inspection. If the 
problem is not properly corrected, the officer 
can help you find the best way to bring your 
property into compliance. 

An extension of up to 30 days may 
be granted upon receipt of a written 
acknowledgement of the violations within 
the NOV, including a plan and timeline. 
A second extension may be granted if the 
conditions of the first extension are in line 
with the submitted acknowledgement.  

The code enforcement department is 
working on updating the applications that 
will hopefully make any code enforcement 
actions—including all Borough permits and 
inspections—an easier process for citizens.  
Forms can be scanned and submitted via 
email to code@wilkinsburgpa.gov or in hard 
copy form mailed to:

Borough of Wilkinsburg
Code Enforcement Office, Room 304 
605 Ross Avenue 
Wilkinsburg PA 15221  
(Or fax: 412.244.2922)
Feel free to call the office with 

questions at 412.244.2923 (option 2 for 
directory)

—Sean Gramz, Director, Code Enforcement 
Department

 

Writers have been gathering at Biddle’s Escape on Biddle 
Ave. in Wilkinsburg to critique, collaborate and encouarage. The 
B. E. Literary has organized most of these events. Email Raiona 
at literature@biddlesescape.com for more information. Here is a 
partial calender of events: 

Thurs., Nov. 7: “The Write Spot” Prompt–Driven 
Writers’ Group, led by Savonna Johnson (facebook.com/
events/1395619714008804)

Sat., Nov. 9: Saturday Night Stories (not run by B.E. 
Literary, but takes place at Biddle’s Escape. (facebook.com/
saturdaynightstoriespgh)

Tues., Nov. 12: Group Critique (facebook.com/
events/1380101882210361)

Thurs., Nov. 14: Reading: Sharon McDermott, Barbara 
Edelman, Ellen McGrath Smith

Thurs., Nov. 21: “The Write Spot” Prompt-Driven Writers’ 
Group, led by Savonna Johnson (as above)

Fri., Nov. 22: Reading: Toi Derricotte (toiderricotte.com)
Tues., Nov. 26: Group Critique (as above)
Thurs., Dec. 5: “The Write Spot” Prompt–Driven Writers’ 

Group, led by Savonna Johnson (as above)
Tues., Dec. 10: Group Critique (as above)
Thurs., Dec. 19: “The Write Spot” Prompt-Driven Writers’ 

Group, led by Savonna Johnson (as above)

Are You a Writer or Literary Type?


