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Chamber Hosts 50th 
‘Wilkinsburg Gives 
Thanks’ Breakfast

The Greater Wilkinsburg Chamber of 
Commerce, will host the 50th Wilkinsburg 
Gives Thanks Breakfast on November 18 
at 8 a.m. at the Western PA School for 
the Deaf. This year’s event will feature 
guest speaker Jim Cunningham, WQED 
Artistic Director and host of the Morning 
Show. Tickets are on sale now for $7.50 per 
person. To RSVP, please call 412.727.7855 
or email info@wilkinsburgcdc.org.

Celebrities Gather to Restore Historical Marker in Wilkinsburg

Top left: Early broadcast equipment. Top middle: Bill Hilgrove, master of ceremonies, 
currently president of National Museum of Broadcasting. Top right: KDKA’s legendary 
Jack Bogut with KDKA Larry Richert.

Bottom left: Actor David Conrad beside the plaque honoring the work of his great-
grandfather. Bottom right: Rick Harris, secretary/treasurer of the National Museum of 
Broadcasting.

On October 17, broadcasters and local 
dignitaries met at Community Life in 
Wilkinsburg to celebrate the restoration 
of a Frank Conrad plaque. From his 
garage in 1919-20, Conrad broadcasted 
over his amateur station. These broadcasts 
introduced the concept of commercial 
radio and led to the start of KDKA.

The Wilkinsburg garage where 
the inital broadcasts were made was 
dismantled years ago but bricks and 
structures were saved and catalogued. A 
campaign, known as the “Conrad Project” 

proposes to reconstruct the garage as the 
centerpiece of a National Museum of 
Broadcasting in the Pittsburgh area. To 
find out more about this campaign, visit 
www.savethegarage.org.

To learn more about Conrad, read the 
informational articles in the October issue 
of The Sun.

The plaque, which had been on Penn 
Avenue years ago, is now re-installed at the 
corner of S. Trenton and Penn Avenues, a 
reminder of a proud Wilkinsburg historic 
contribution.
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Where wishes become affordable homes.

The Allegheny County Vacant Property Recovery Program 
is working in Wilkinsburg.

For more information visit www.wilkinsburgcdc.org/vprp     Fill out an application today—you could be living happily ever after—tomorrow

WCDC.VPRP.Fairy,SHADYAVE_Layout 1  1/15/14  11:51 AM  Page 1

“Train stations of Wilkinsburg” will 
be the topic of the next meeting of the 
Wilkinsburg Historical Society, including 
vintage images of each of the three train 
stations that have been part of our town 

This year Light Night in Wilkinsburg 
is Monday, December 1.

This year’s Holiday Parade begins at 
11 a.m. on Saturday, December 13 at the 
DPW building (line-up begins at 10 a.m.). 
The parade will proceed down Swissvale, 
turn right on Penn Avenue to Wood Street 
and then Wallace Avenue, ending in front 
of the Wilkinsburg High School with a 
concert at 2 p.m. 

Later that evening, the 5th annual 
Wilkinsburg A’Caroling begins at 5:30, 
ending at 6:30 p.m. Participants can sing 
with the Greater Pittsburgh Area MAD 
DADS starting at the corner of Whitney 
and Center, or with Wilkinsburg Block 
Watch starting at the corner of Whitney 
and Pennwood, or with St. James Church 
(6–7 p.m.) starting at the front door of the 
church on Franklin Ave. Residents can 
also create their own group and route.  For 
more information, contact Ernie of MAD 

December 1—Light Night
December 13—Holiday 

Parade, 11 a.m. and 
Wilkinsburg A’Caroling, 
5:30 p.m.


Holidays

  in
Wilkinsburg

Mark Your Calendars for Local Festivities

DADS at 412.225.6943 or Kate of Block 
Watch at 412.475.7444. For a booklet of 
carols email kgrannemann@gmail.com.

since the 1850s. There will be a special 
emphasis on the third and current train 
station and the renewed interest in its 
restoration. The meeting is at the South 
Avenue United Methodist Church at 7:30 

p.m. on Monday, November 17. 
Use the left door on the Ross 
Avenue side of the church. 
The public is welcome and 
refreshments will be served. 

This image shows the second of three train 
stations in Wilkinsburg. This one was built 
in 1884 on Wood Street at the railroad 
tracks.

Presentation on Wilkinsburg Train Stations
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UPCOMING MEETINGS

11/5 (Wed.) 6:30 p.m. Budget Work Session

11/6 (Thurs.) 6 p.m. Planning Commission

11/12 (Wed.) 6 p.m. Municipal Authority

11/12 (Wed.) 7 p.m. Council Meeting

11/19 (Wed.) 6:30 p.m. Council Work Session

11/20 (Thurs.) 5:30 p.m. Parks & Recreation Advisory Board

12/1 (Wed.) 6:30 p.m. Planning Commission

12/3 (Wed.) 6:30 p.m. Council Work Session

12/3 (Wed.) 6 p.m. Citizen’s Advisory Comm. on Shade Trees

12/4 (Wed.) 6 p.m. Planning Commission

All meetings will take place in the Wilkinsburg Borough Building, 605 Ross Avenue.

WilkinsBurg Borough
www.wilkinsburgpa.gov

The threatening weather didn’t 
stop the festivities on Friday, October 
17 as adults and children gathered for 
the ribbon-cutting celebrating the newly 
renovated Ferguson Playground at South 
Avenue and Center Street.

The most recent upgrades continued 
the work started a year ago when 
KaBOOM! and more than 200 volunteers 
renovated a portion of the site.

Attendees were welcomed by 

Renovations to Ferguson Playground 
would not have been possible without 
tremendous support from The Heinz 
Endowments, KaBOOM!, and the 
Greenways Trails & Recreation Program 
of the PA Commonwealth Financing 
Authority.

On Saturday, October 18, 35 students from the 
University of Pittsburgh volunteered their time to help 
clean up the Borough. About half of the group picked 
up litter in the business district along Penn Avenue and 
Stoner Way; another contingent picked up litter, swept, 
raked, and planted in Linear Park; and the remaining 
students harvested the vegetables remaining in a 
community garden and delivered them to the Village at 
PennWood. 

The community offers heartfelt thanks to the students 
for their time and energy, St. James Church for their 
hospitality, the WCDC for their support, Wilkinsburg 
Beverage for donating ice, and Peter Evered for catering 
the lunch.

Introducing the New and Improved Ferguson Park

Councilman Patrick Shattuck, chair of 
the Parks & Recreation Advisory Board, 
and treated to music provided by the 
Wilkinsburg Middle and High School 
Bands and the Pittsburgh Urban Christian 
School Chorus, as well as poetry readings 
by students from Sr. Thea Bowman 
Catholic Academy. Representative Ed 
Gainey was on hand for remarks, and the 
celebration culminated with refreshments 
and—of course—play! 

Above: Ribbon-cutting 
ceremony at Ferguson 
Playground included 
council members Vanessa 
McCarthy–Johnson (pink), 
Patrick Shattuck (gray) 
and Linda Kirkland-
Law (light blue) and 
Representative Ed Gainey 
(black suit).

Left: Some of the crowd 
who came to celebrate.

How to Address Graffiti
According to Director of Code 

Enforcement Daniel Friedson, things are 
in the works to encourage taggers to “put 
down their spray cans and pick up some 
brushes.”

In the meantime, if you have been 
a victim of tagging, he says to consider 
hiring a graffiti removal company. After 
the graffiti is removed, a coating can be 
applied to help future tagging to be easily 
removed. If a tagged wall is painted, the 
simplest solution is to repaint.

Being diligent about removing graffiti 
has been linked to a lower crime rate in 
communities. Prompt removal contributes 
to a low to zero rate of recurrence. Before 
any graffiti removal begins, however, 
photograph it as evidence for the police.
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WCDC CALENDAR

Through 11/20 
(All Thurs.)

3–6 p.m. Farmers’ Market, 732–744 Ross Ave.

12/4 (Thurs.) 8:30 a.m. Business District Safety Meeting, WCDC Office

WCdC
www.wilkinsburgcdc.org

To support the WCDC, send a tax-
deductible contribution to 1001 Wood 
St., Wilkinsburg, PA 15221
OR donate online at
wilkinsburgcdc.org
Thank you!
 412.727.7855 • 412.871.3149 (fax)
 info@wilkinsburgcdc.org

®

The 2nd Annual Wilkinsburg House & Garden Tour on September 27 engaged over 
450 people from throughout the region who toured 10 different stops in Wilkinsburg’s 
Regent Square neighborhood. Stops included five historic homes, two condos, two 

churches, and Wilkinsburg’s local café, Biddle’s Escape. 
“Thank you for showing us a side of Wilkinsburg we 

never knew existed,” a tour goer from Greensburg said. 
The WCDC added a marketplace to this year’s tour, which 
featured local artists, small businesses, a DJ, and food 
trucks. 

“I really like the mix of houses and that the 
homeowners maintained the historic architecture. The cut 

and beveled glass—you can’t get that anymore! This area is really beautiful, and I’m glad 
you are promoting it,” another tour goer 
expressed while admiring the features of a 
large Victorian home on Biddle Avenue. 

One of the featured homes on this 
year’s tour, a 1920s Colonial located 
at 904 Mifflin Avenue, was a favorite 
stop. Owners, Brian Hill and Janis 
Tucker, bought the home in 2008, and 
showcased their expansive rain garden 
during last year’s tour. “At first, we were 
a little nervous, but we ended up having 
a wonderful time. A great mix of people 
showed up—old friends, new neighbors, people just interested in old houses, and even one 
woman whose mother used to live in our house!” When asked why the couple chose to buy 
and stay in Wilkinsburg, “We just fell in love with the neighborhood,” Brian explained. 

Read more about this classic Wilkinsburg 
home in the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, bit.
ly/102zFph. 

The WCDC thanks the sponsors, 
homeowners, volunteers, vendors, and 
attendees that helped ensure a successful 
tour! More photos are available at bit.
ly/1kyjGqa. Want to get involved with next 
year’s tour and/or other WCDC events? Contact 
Marlee Gallagher, WCDC Communications 
& Outreach Coordinator, at marlee@
wilkinsburgcdc.org or 412.727.7855. 

Wilkinsburg is open for business.
The Wilkinsburg CDC helps small businesses in Wilkinsburg 
succeed through workshops, grant opportunities, and more. 

Find out how the WCDC can help you by visiting wilkinsburgcdc.org.

Yvonne James, Owner, James Floral
712 Wood St., Wilkinsburg

WCDC Seeks to Reverse 
Liquor License Ban

The WCDC will again seek to place 
a referendum on next spring’s primary 
election ballot that will allow Wilkinsburg 
restaurants to apply for and receive liquor 
licenses from the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania. In 2012-13, the WCDC led a 
similar campaign, but the required number 
of signatures was not met. The Borough 
of Wilkinsburg has been dry since 1870; 
however, restaurant liquor licenses have 
the potential to attract new businesses to 
Wilkinsburg and increase investment in 
the business district. More information 
on the WCDC’s 2014-15 campaign will 
be available in the coming weeks. Sign up 
to receive the WCDC’s weekly updates 
at bit.ly/1wg3ehI to stay current on this 
campaign and other news. 

WCDC Hosts Successful 2nd House & Garden Tour
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School District
www.wilkinsburgschools.org

        SCHOOL EVENTS & MEETINGS

11/18 (Tues.) 7 p.m. Board Planning Session

11/22 (Sat.) Boys Varsity Basketball

11/25 (Tues.) 7 p.m. Board Legislative Session

11/27-28 
(Thurs./Fri.)

Thanksgiving Vacation

12/1 (Mon.) No School, Act 80 Day

12/3 (Wed.) . Board Reorganization Mtg.

Meetings in Wilkinsburg Admin. Building 

On October 28, Wilkinsburg students 
joined their peers from around the world 
in a live videoconference to discuss this 
year’s outbreak of the Ebola virus.  

Sponsored by the World Affairs 
Council of Pittsburgh, the conference 
connected Wilkinsburg students with 
members of the Global Ebola Response 
Coalition in an effort to help students 
understand and discuss the global response 
to the crisis. During the event, students 
had the opportunity to speak with and 
connect with children in Bangladesh, 

Wilkinsburg Students Participate in Global Conference

Elementary Students 
Attend PSO’s Fiddlesticks

The Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra 
is partnering with the Wilkinsburg School 
District to give students an opportunity 
to participate in the Fiddlesticks Family 
Concerts.

The Fiddlesticks Family Concert 
series includes three Saturday morning 
performances designed and recommended 
for families with children 3 through 8 
years old.  Each concert features a different 
theme engaging children in the world of 
music.  The first production was held on 
October 18.

School District Partners 
with AIU for Technology 

The demand for reliable technology 
exists in every organization, especially in 
schools. Today, more than ever, teachers 
use computers, iPads, apps and social 
media to engage students and excite them 
to learn. 

To ensure that students and teachers 
have the tools they need, the Wilkinsburg 
School District is partnering with the 
Allegheny Intermediate Unit’s (AIU) 
Informational and Educational Technology 
Department. 

Starting in October, the AIU acts 
as a virtual IT (information technology) 
director and will assist with the district’s 
help desk and computer network, among 
other items. 

The AIU will also provide a two-
year information plan for the district as 
it moves forward with various upgrades.  
In the upcoming months, several 
additional upgrades and new purchases are 
anticipated.

Bulgaria, Ghana, India, Iran, Mexico, 
Nigeria, South Africa and Taiwan.  

During the event, students simulated 
a meeting of the Global Ebola Response 
Coalition, comprised of the United Nations 
and partnering organizations who are 
addressing the Ebola crisis. 

Before the event, students conducted 
research about the virus learned from the 
mission critical actions of the coalition.

After–School Program
Enriches Young Lives 

The 21st CCLC Wilkinsburg Tigers 
After–School Program is back for its third 
year. All 7th and 8th grade Wilkinsburg 
Borough students are welcome.  

The program, which focuses on 
STEAM (science, technology, engineering, 
art, and math) skills, will run until the last 
week of the school year.

Between the hours of 3 and 6 p.m., 
students are immersed in a world of 
creativity and discovery. This year the 
program is partnering with Zulama, 
Sense of Place Learning, Art Expression, 
Saturday Light Brigade, Gwen’s Girls, and 
Pittsburgh Cares. Activities include audio 
recording and editing, creative gaming, 
painting and sculpture, ecology and urban 
farming, counseling, and social justice. 

Participating students enjoy small-
group tutoring and homework help as 
well as recreation time in the boy’s gym.  
Students may also elect to play on one of 
the program’s three Xbox gaming systems.

Students receive a free dinner and 
snack, as well as bus transportation home. 
For more information, contact the School 
District at 412.371.9667.

A parent literacy night held at Kelly and Turner Elementary featured guest speaker Kim Adley. Adley is well known for 
taking on different characters and reading to children, working in the education department of WQED and helping parents 
with engaging their children to read. This night she came dressed as a scarecrow and read to the children a Halloween–
themed book. The next parent literacy night will be in November and the theme will be Thanksgiving. Parent literacy 
nights have book giveaways; families who attend all nine monthly sessions are eligible to receive a Kindle Fire or iPad.
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Library Calendar

WE’VE MOVED!!!

1789 S. Braddock Avenue

Pittsburgh, PA 15218

www.metrofamilypractice.org

412-247-2310

open to everyone, every day

East End Food Co-op

7516 Meade Street

Pittsburgh, PA 15208

(412) 242-3598

Daily Hours: 8 AM - 9 PM

www.eastendfood.coop

Events are free. Reservations must be 
made in advance by calling 412.244.2940.
Adult Programs

Computer Class, Wednesdays, 10 a.m.—Learn 
or brush up on basic skills. 

Computer MS Word Class, Wednesdays, 11:30 
a.m.—Learn to create Word documents.

Memoir Writing Workshop, Nov. 6 and 13, 10 
a.m.—Perserve your life story.

General Fiction Book Group, Nov. 26, 1 
p.m. —Copies of The Book Thief by Markus 
Zusak are at the circulation desk.  
Children’s Program

Dinopalooza, Nov. 4, 4–5:30 p.m.—Interact 
with dinosaur specimens and artifacts from the 
Carnegie Museum. 

International Games Day, Nov 15, all day—
Board and video games and surprises await for 
this world-wide celebration. All ages.

Crafternoon, Nov. 25, 3–4 p.m.—Explore 
your crafty side. Ages 7 and up.

Family Story Time, Tuesdays, 11:30 a.m.—
Stories, songs and games. Ages 6 mos to 5 years 
with an adult.

Wii Time, Thursdays, 3-4:30 p.m.—Open 
Wii play for kids.

NewsRadio 1020 KDKA Broadcasts 
Live from Milestone Centers

NewsRadio 1020 KDKA visited Milestone Centers in Wilkinsburg on Oct. 23 for 
a live on-site broadcast of the afternoon news, 3-7 p.m., 
from Milestone’s Webb Building on South Ave.  KDKA 
and program host Robert Mangino put Milestone in 
the spotlight as part of its Hometown Salute campaign, 
informing listeners about its programs and services for 
people with developmental disabilities and behavioral 
health challenges. To see more photos, visit Facebook.
com/MilestonePA.

Milestone’s Stacey Dowden discussed 
services for people with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities, including 
vocational programs that provide life 
skill and employment training. 

Milestone staff psychiatrist Dr. Kenneth 
Thompson and CEO Barbara Conniff 
began the program by providing host 
Robert Mangino an outline of Milestone 
services available to the community.

Thanksgiving—Nov. 27
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Greater Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce
P.O. Box 86064 Wilkinsburg 15221 •  412.242.0234
info@wilkinsburgchamber.com

www.wilkinsburgchamber.com
ChamBer of CommerCe

Wilkinsburg Chamber Hosts 
Annual Meeting

On September 23, over 50 Chamber 
members and friends met at the Wallace 
Event Center at Hosanna House for 
the Wilkinsburg Chamber’s annual 
membership meeting.  Food and drinks 
were provided by Al’s Fish and Chicken, 
Soul Food Connection and Wilkinsburg 
Beverage Company. A floral arrangement 
provided by James Floral was given as a 
door prize. The event was well attended by 
a variety of business people, local residents 
and representatives of community and 
church organizations.

The Chamber gave updates on its 
strategic plan and new mission statement. 
The mission of the Wilkinsburg Chamber 
is to “ensure the growth, prosperity and 

All you have to do to ensure 
you never miss another issue is go to 
http://eepurl.com/v0iBP and sign 
up to receive a link to each and every 
issue via email just as soon as they hit 
the street.

To get a paper copy of The Sun, 
visit the Borough Building and 
libraries.  Some local businesses also 
carry it.

If you are a local merchant and 
you would like to distribute The Sun, 
write to us at editor@wilkinsburgsun.
com.

Subscribe to 
The Sun 

by Email for Free

Members Spotlight: Pittsburgh Urban Christian School
Thirty-three years ago, Pittsburgh 

Urban Christian School (PUCS) was 
founded by a group of individuals who 
envisioned a school where children from 
all over the city could learn, discover 
and explore side by side, guided by the 
principle that God is the Creator, Center 
and Sustainer of all things.

PUCS’ mission is to provide an 
affordable, high-quality education for 
children from all walks of life.   

PUCS serves 135 students from 
kindergarten 
through 8th 
grade. Located 
at 809 Center 
Street in 
Wilkinsburg, 
PUCS provides a 
safe environment 
where racially and culturally diverse students can achieve 
academic excellence, develop strong moral character, and gain a 
sense of responsibility to God, family and community.

Prepared to meet both the academic and 
social challenges of high school, most PUCS 
graduates enter 9th grade performing at the 
11-12 grade level. Virtually all of their alumni 
graduate from high school with many going on 
to college or other post-secondary educational 
institutions. 

To learn more about how a child can benefit 
from a Christian education, visit www.pucs.org 
or call 412.244.1779 to arrange a school tour.

Next Ward 1 Conversation
Next Community Conversation will 

be held on Thursday, November 20 from 
6:30-8pm at the Eastridge Library (former 
Christian Scientist building).

Code Enforcement Director Dan 
Friedson will be hosting this conversation 
on code related issues ranging from blight 
to critters!

Also, GTECH (Growth Through 
Energy and Community Health) will 
discuss strategies they have used to turned 
abandoned properties into reusable space 
for the community.

Wilkinsburg Toy Drive 
Collection in Progress

The annual Wilkinsburg Toy Drive is 
collecting new toys and gifts for children 
ages 2-18, with an emphasis on the 12-18 
age group. Bring toys to the Borough 
Building. The drive continues through 
November 27, but checks will be accepted 
until December 15. Send checks to the 
attention of Vanessa McCarthy-Johnson at 
the Borough Building, 605 Ross Avenue, 
Wilkinsburg, PA 15221.

The Pennsylvania Jaguars, semi-
pro football team, is one of the main 
sponsors. Application for families will be 
available at the Borough Building and the 
School Administration Building, or you 
can contact Vanessa Johnson at vmcj@
pajags.com for a registration form. Toy 
distribution will be on December 20 from 
11–4 p.m. For more information, call 
412.867.5882.
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Wilkinsburg’s Code Enforcement 
Department (CED) works with other 
borough departments and third-party 
service providers to create and maintain 
a clean and safe environment in the 
community. This is a condensation of a 
guide that the CED offers to help citizens 
find appropriate resources.

Abandoned Property
If an abandoned property poses 

an immediate danger to public safety, 
residents should call 412.244.2923, ext. 
169, to speak to the CED Director. Issues 
with an abandoned or vacant property 
can be addressed by stopping by the CED 
offices on the third floor of the Borough 
Building, 605 Ross Avenue, or at: www.
wilkinsburgpa.gov/government/Code_
Enforcement.aspx to complete a comment 
form. 

To acquire an abandoned property, 
residents can contact the Allegheny 
County Vacant Property Recovery Program 
(VPRP) that transfers blighted and/or 
tax delinquent properties to applicants 
who demonstrate a viable plan for rehab 
or re-use, and the financial resources 
to implement that plan. To learn more 
or get an application, residents can call 
412.350.1079 or go to www.alleghenycounty.
us/economic/residents/vacproprecov.aspx, 
or stop by the CED office.

To address blight with other like-
minded individuals and organizations, 
contact the Pittsburgh Community 
Reinvestment Group’s Vacant Property 
Working Group (VPWG), a collaboration 
of nonprofit, community-based 
organizations, financial institutions, and 
other stakeholders who are interested in 
revitalizing communities at www.pcrg.org/
programs/vacant-property-working-group-
vpwg or call 412.391.6732.

Animals and Pests
If an animal is causing an immediate 

danger to public safety, contact the 
Wilkinsburg Police Department at 911. 

Dead animals on private property 
should be bagged in plastic, secured and 
placed in an appropriate trash receptacle.  

Prevent problems by removing 
dog feces and vegetative overgrowth 

on property and keep trash in secure 
containers. Repellants, available from 
hardware stores, may help to keep animals 
off your property.

The following services are also 
available, at a resident’s expense:

•Ferree Kennels (for stray dogs) 
412.672.6699

• Critter Control (for squirrels, 
raccoons, rats, possums, mice, snakes, and 
insects inside or outside) 412.767.4067, 
website: www.crittercontrol-pittsburgh.com.

The PA Department of Agriculture 
does not permit the Borough to trap 
rodents. The Allegheny County Health 
Department will lend out traps to residents 
with a deposit. Once the trap is returned to 
their office, the deposit will be refunded. 
ACHD is a resource for groundhogs, 
raccoons, and pests; their website is www.
achd.net/newweb/contactform.html; phone 
412.255.2036.

Suspected animal abuse or neglect, or 
an unlicensed kennel should be reported to 
the Western Pennsylvania Humane Society 
at 412.321.4625.

Dumping and Tires
If dumping blocks a right-of-way, such 

as an alley or road, contact Wilkinsburg’s 
Department of Public Works (DPW) at 
412.244.2959, ext. 201, before 2 p.m. After 
2 p.m., call 911.

It is a crime to dump trash on someone 
else’s property, whether the property is 
occupied, vacant, or abandoned. Dumping 
in progress should be reported to the Police 
Department at 911 with a license plate 
number when safely possible.

The CED handles owners who have 
allowed rubbish and debris to accumulate 
on their property. To report such a 
property, contact the CED Director at 
412-244.2923, ext. 169. If a property owner 
cannot be found, clean-up will be done by 
the Borough only if there is an immediate 
threat to public safety.

Dumpsters
Dumpsters or mobile storage 

containers placed in the street require a 
permit and police approval at least two days 
prior to delivery. Completed permit forms 
should be brought to the CED.

Leaves
The DPW removes leaves from the 

street. Residents should place leaves are 
neatly in the street on the scheduled street-
sweeping day. Questions about the schedule 
or leaf removal should be directed to the 
DPW at 412.244.2959, ext. 201.  

Snow and Ice
Property owners are responsible for 

removing snow and ice from the adjacent 
sidewalk within 24 hours after the snow or 
ice has ceased. The CED will investigate 
violators; call 412.244.2923. 

The DPW removes snow and ice from 
the street. If there is an emergency or a 
threat to public safety, call 911.

Signs
Signs on public or private property 

used for commercial purposes require 
review by the Community Art and Civic 
Design Commission and the Borough 
Zoning Officer. Temporary signs for 
businesses having a sale need to be 
reviewed. 

Signs on trees, utility poles, and 
traffic devices are prohibited. Questions 
may be directed to the CED Director at 
412.244.2923, ext. 169.

Trees
Report trees that pose an immediate 

danger to public safety to the Borough’s 
DPW:  412.244.2959 ext. 201. Trees 
interfering with power lines should be 
reported to Duquesne Light Company:  
412.393.7000. 

Trees on private property are the 
responsibility of the property owner. The 
Borough is responsible for maintaining 
trees on Borough property, such as parks. 
(Sidewalks are the responsibility of the 
adjacent property owner, as are trees 
planted between the sidewalk and curb.)

Tree permits are available on the 
CED website, but are administered by the  
borough manager’s office.

Disputes between property owners 
about trees are handled between owners; 
if they cannot resolve the issue privately, 
a complaint can be filed with the District 
Magistrate’s office at 907 West Street in 
Wilkinsburg; phone 412.241.7052. 

Clip ’n Save: Guide to Borough Safety and Order


