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Wilkinsburg: A Special Place (Part 1)

continued on page 8

I love Wilkinsburg. I was born here, in 
Columbia General on June 21, before air 
conditioning, on one of the hottest days of 
the summer. Mom remembers it well!   

The James H. Cunningham Coal 
Co. was in downtown Wilkinsburg for 
forty years beginning in 1947 in the Carl 
Building, now the Shields Building, and 
later on the second floor above Citizens 
Bank. Shields [on Wood St.] was the first 
skyscraper in Wilkinsburg. Look up at the 
top and you’ll notice a wonderful white 
ornate cornice. 

Granddad sold coal and coke to power 
plants, schools, and businesses. He was an 

expert on the subtle gradations of coal. I 
still have a few anthracite and bituminous 
samples somewhere in my basement. He 
hired a retired Wilkinsburg policeman—Mr. 
Bennett—to drive him to the mines. With 
frequent labor disputes, it was a good idea 
to have protection when showing up in a 
remote coal town in a suit and tie. 

My brother and I loved visiting his 
office. It had an antique phone system with 

toggle switches and red and 
green lights, and was one of 
the last buildings in Pittsburgh 
to employ an elevator operator 
with a bronze cage. It was 
always exciting to see how 
accurate the operator was at 
landing at the correct floor. 

I could never say thank 
you enough to Wilkinsburg 
for being such a great place for 
a baby boomer to grow up. 

As a music lover I bought 
many vinyl LPs from the G 
C Murphy on Penn. I still 
have some Rolling Stones 
albums from Murphy’s.  I was 
a regular at the newsstand across the street, 
at Zurn’s where I bought many newspapers, 
and at Smith’s for delicious doughnuts. One 
wonderful afternoon, three generations 
of James H. Cunninghams had lunch at 
Nancy’s Restaurant. 

Today, when the breeze is gentle you 
can smell fresh baked bread from Wood 

Street Bread Company. They’re open from 
10 to noon Thursdays and Fridays, but you 
can pick up their bread in stores all over 
town. Their Challah is the best anywhere. 

Speaking of bests, Wilkinsburg’s own 
Biddle’s Escape is the best coffee shop 
in Western PA. Salvatore’s won the pizza 
wars at my house. I am experimenting 

McMillan said his teaching focus 
is “the celebration of the human spirit. 
I ultimately want everyone to enjoy the 
experience of creating.”

Registration is required; class size is 
limited to 15 participants. Reserve space by 
signing up at the library circulation desk or 
by calling 412.244.2940.

This workshop is made possible 
through a grant from Institute of Museum 
and Library Services in partnership with 
Allegheny County Library Association and 
Lifetime Arts.

Pittsburgh teaching artist, Paul 
McMillan, will teach a free oil painting 
workshop at Wilkinsburg Public Library, 
Tuesdays, April 7–May 26, 10 a.m. to noon.

Color My World: Landscape Oil Painting 
is the library’s newest creative aging class 
designed specifically for adults 55+.

Intended for both absolute beginners 
and experienced painters alike, this eight-
week program will introduce and review 
the basics of oil painting, mixing color and 
drawing in order to create a natural scenic 
painting of the participant’s choice.

Library Offers Free Oil Painting Instruction for Seniors

The following recollections and sentiments were offered 
by WQED’s Jim Cunningham at the Wilkinsburg Gives 
Thanks Breakfast. 

Jim Cunningham, senior executive producer at WQED 89.3 FM with fellow 
Wilkinsburgers Minette Seate, senior producer at WQED, Jim Richards, 
77-year resident and commmunity volunteer, and Yvonne James, proprieter of 
James Florist.
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The promise of spring brings with 
it two new art exhibitions. One is at the 
Percolate Gallery at 317 S. Trenton Avenue. 

Wilkinsburg artist and NMO advocate, 
Allie Seymour, organized the exhibit 
entitled A Light in the Dark, which features 
art work by people diagnosed with NMO 
(neuromyelitis optica), an autoimmune 
disorder that commonly affects the optic 
nerve and can cause blindness.

The gallery will be open Sundays, 
March 8, 15, and 22 from 12-4 p.m. with 
an opening on Saturday March 7 from 
6-9p.m. and a closing celebration on 
Saturday, March 28, from 1-3 p.m.

Seymour partnered with the Guthy 
Jackson Foundation and has assembled 
artists with NMO from around the globe. 
A portion of the proceeds will be donated 
to the foundation to benefit NMO research. 

The Wilkinsburg Historical Society’s 
next meeting features a special presentation 
from Kenneth Chu, team leader of graduate 
students from the Heinz College at Carnegie 
Mellon University and organizer of Vacant 
Home Tour project in Wilkinsburg. 

Chu and his team are concerned about 
urban blight and have created a project to 
engage the community with the abandoned 
homes in Wilkinsburg neighborhoods. The 
idea is to uncover the histories of some of 
the homes, learn about the people who lived 

Two Exhibits Showcase Local Art Talent

“In the quietness of careful study, I feel a closer 
connection to my life,” said LaCroix, pictured above 
with some of his work that is on display. 

For more information visit www.facebook.
com/PercolateArt or call 412. 327.5719.

The second show in March is Prints, 
Drawings, and Paintings by Jason David 
LaCroix, on exhibit in the Art Space at Tip 
Type, 606 South Avenue.

LaCroix’s work is mostly of interiors 
and exteriors from his Wilkinsburg 
neighborhood. A description of his work 
from the gallery states, “Jason’s works 
are informed by direct observation of his 
surroundings, they are an artful recounting 
of the corners of his neighborhood and 
life. Lacroix sketches from life, rendering 
the familiar landscapes, buildings, and 
interiors that comprise daily life and often 
go unseen. He guides our gaze with frame 
and focus to these earthly spaces.

Gallery hours are Tuesday through 
Saturday 11 a.m.–2 p.m. in March. Jason 
will be attending the gallery Tuesdays 
through Fridays. The exhibit is free and 
open to public. All works are available for 
purchase.

The Tree of Hope is one painting on exhibit by 
Wilkinsburg artist Allie Seymour at the Percolate 
Gallery.

in them, and visualize a possible future that 
may include renovation or restoration. The 
Vacant Home Tour aims to inspire hope and 
to gain new perspectives. For information 
about the actual tour, Saturday May 9, visit 
vacanthometour.com or see the article on next 
page.

The historical society meeting will be held 
7:30 pm on Monday, March 16 in the South 
Avenue United Methodist Church’s Wesley 
Room (Ross Avenue entrance) and is open to 
everyone.

House Histories, Subject of Next Historical Meeting

Proprietors Markie Maraugha and Greg Stockie cut the 
ribbon at the grand reopening of Nancy’s—now Nancy’s 
East End Diner—on South Avenue, Friday, February 27. 
The new owners are introducing fresh ground Tanzanian 
Peaberry coffee, Stash Tea, DJ’s Butcher Block bacon 
sausage, homemade sweet potato and apple pie, and 
Wilkinsburg-made Leona’s ice cream. See more on the 
Chamber of Commerce’s story, page 7.
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UPCOMING MEETINGS

3/2 (Mon.) 6:30 p.m. Planning Commission

3/4 (Tues.) 6:30 p.m. Council Work Session

3/11 (Wed.) 7 p.m. Council Legislative Session

3/18 (Wed.) 6:30 p.m. Council Work Session

3/19 (Thurs.) 5:30 p.m. Parks & Recreation Advisory Board

3/19 (Thurs.) 6:30 p.m. Community Art & Civic Design Commission

3/23 (Mon.) 5:30 p.m. Joint Committee....to Reclaim Vacant Property

3/25 (Wed.) 6 p.m Citizen’s Advisory Committee on Shade Trees

All meetings will take place in the Wilkinsburg Borough Building, 605 Ross Avenue.

WilkinsBurg Borough
www.wilkinsburgpa.gov

I was sitting in Biddle’s Escape with 
a hot cup of coffee, talking with Kenneth 
Chu about The Wilkinsburg Vacant Home 
Tour that he and three other Carnegie 
Mellon University graduates students are 
planning for May 9.

The CMU Design and Policy for 
Humanitarian Impact found their way 
to Wilkinsburg to redefine the concept 
of “blighted and abandoned” as an 
opportunity for community development 
and empowerment. 

Kenneth explained they simply started 
by asking citizens, “What happened?” 
I listened to Kenneth describe how 
Wilkinsburg residents lit up remembering 
stories they grew up with— stories about 
people and stories about homes that were 
once full of life, but were now lifeless 
monuments to a pervasive sense of apathy. 
I was struck by the benefits of looking 
backward and forward at the same time. 
While we cannot change the past, we can 
change how we interpret and value it.  

Grassroots projects like the Vacant 
Home Tour have the power to inspire 
a transformative process of renewal in 
communities that make us question the 
status quo. Take for instance Wilkinsburg 
artist Bob Ziller, who walks down Penn 
Avenue frequently and finds it hard not 
to feel bewildered that land owners have 
been allowed to walk away from their 
responsibilities, leaving blighted buildings 
that line the 800 block on Penn Avenue, 
right in the heart of the business district.  
On New Year’s Day, Bob began to install 
the first painted wooden panels that he 
carefully composes over the abandoned 
properties. He calls this public project 
A Blues for the Block, inspired by John 
Coltrane and Pittsburgh expatriate and 
artist Romare Bearden’s The Block collage 
of an urban neighborhood with residents 
socializing on sidewalks. 

The public reaction to the painted 
panels was immediate. Questions about 
permissions, code enforcement, graffiti, 
vandalism, applications, aesthetics, absentee 
property owners, abandoned buildings and 
taxes were voiced. Trying to do the right 

Abandoned Buildings Inspire Change

thing, Ziller consulted with the Wilkinsburg 
Arts Commission and the Borough Code 
Enforcement Office about his project. The 
reaction of business owners in the area 
has been supportive, but letters sent to 
the property owners notifying them of the 
project have not produced one reply.

There really is no property without an 
owner, but abandoned property is another 
story. The definition of “abandoned” 
property, based 
on recent 
Pennsylvania 
legislation, 
is one that has two years of delinquent 
real estate tax. Using that one-criterion 
definition, one-third of the properties in 
Wilkinsburg are abandoned.

The definition of abandoned properties 
held by some community activists includes 
1) the delinquent tax exceeds value as is 
(underwater); 2) no one is living there and 
there is no USPS delivery to the door; 3) no 
one is maintaining the yard or sidewalk; 4) 

the electricity is not on or the water is not 
on. All four criteria are necessary to count 
as abandoned.  

Without the participation of the 
property owners, neither the Wilkinsburg 
Arts Commission nor the Wilkinsburg 
Borough can endorse the A Blues for the 
Block project. But neither can Ziller be 
fined. Ziller does have a choice. He can 
continue to imagine new possibilities in 
response to the constraints and controls 
that keep us all from going beyond 
ourselves, or he can do nothing. 

Thankfully, more folks have begun to 
take an interest in Wilkinsburg, taking on 
personal, public, educational and artistic 
responsibilities in imaginative ways. They 
are pushing back on political and social 
restrictions that say “you can’t do that,” 
and in doing so, have begun to re-define 
our relationship to the blight we live with. 

People like Bob Ziller and Kenneth Chu are 
proving to be tenacious agents of change 
that could help redefine Wilkinsburg’s 
image and identity, and ultimately change 
the broader public perception of this place 
called Wilkinsburg.  

—Jody Guy, Chair, Wilkinsburg Arts 
Commission, with acknowledgements to Kate 
Luxemburg, Bob Ziller, and Kenneth Chu. The 
opinions expressed are those of the author and not 
nescessarily representative of the borough leadership.

“I was struck by the benefits of looking backward 
and forward at the same time.”



4 Wilkinsburg Sun I March 2015

WCdC
www.wilkinsburgcdc.org

WCDC Announces 2015 Youth & Education Mini-Grant Program

WCDC CALENDAR

3/28 (Sat.) 9–11 a.m. WCDC Board of Directors Meeting

4/3 (Fri.) all Day WCDC Office Closed

4/10 (Fri.) 4 p.m. Application deadline for Youth & Ed Mini-Grant

4/20 (Mon.) 6–8 p.m Business Financing Workshop, 
Community LIFE, 301 Meade St.

®

Each spring, the WCDC 
hosts a Youth & Education 
Initiative Mini-Grant Program, 
awarding funds to organizations 
that support the academic 
and/or civic endeavors of 
Wilkinsburg youth.

This year, the WCDC has 
$3,000 available, which may 
be awarded in its entirety or 
in small amounts, depending 
on the number and quality 
of applications received. All 
grant-funded projects must be 
completed by August 31, 2015.  

Last year’s award winner 
was the Wilkinsburg Baseball 
Association (WBA), which used grant 
funds to purchase equipment for their 
2014 season. Each year, over 900 youth 

Wilkinsburg Community 
Ministry, and the Wilkinsburg 
Boys & Girls Club.

Applications are being 
accepted now through April 
10, 2015. To complete 
an application, visit 
wilkinsburgcdc.org/programs-
and-projects/education-
and-youth. Interested 
applicants may also pick up 
an application at the WCDC 
Office, 1001 Wood St., 
weekdays between 9 a.m. and 
5 p.m.

For questions about the 
program, contact Marlee 

Gallagher, WCDC Communications 
& Outreach Coordinator, at marlee@
wilkinsburgcdc.org or 412.727.7855.

Save the Date!  Business Financing Workshop Returns this Spring
Attention existing and aspiring 

business owners! The WCDC’s Business 
Financing Workshop returns to 
Wilkinsburg on April 20, so mark your 

To support the WCDC, send a tax-
deductible contribution to 1001 Wood 
St., Wilkinsburg, PA 15221
OR donate online at
wilkinsburgcdc.org
Thank you!
 412.727.7855 • 412.871.3149 (fax)
 info@wilkinsburgcdc.org

participate in the WBA, and over 
90 percent live in the Wilkinsburg 
community! Other past winners have 
included the Wilkinsburg High School, 

calendars. This workshop offers a FREE 
opportunity to learn about conventional 
and special loan programs; public and 
nonprofit lending resources; business 

planning 
assistance; 
and personal 
credit tips and 
requirements. 
A panel 
of lending 
professionals 
will be 
available to 
provide advice 
and answer 
questions. 

This year’s 
workshop 

will take place on Monday, April 20 6–8 
p.m. at Community LIFE, 301 Meade 
St., Wilkinsburg. Space is limited, so 
reserve your spot today! Email jennifer@
wilkinsburgcdc.org or call 412.727.7855 to 
learn more and to RSVP. 
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School District
www.wilkinsburgschools.org

        SCHOOL EVENTS & MEETINGS

3/9 (Mon.) 6 p.m. Policy and Planning 
Committee

3/9 (Mon.) 7 p.m. Community Relations 
Meeting

3/10 (Tues.) 6 p.m. Finance Committee

3/10 (Tues.) 7:30 
p.m.

Building & Grounds 
Committee

3/17 (Tues.) 6 p.m. Curriculum Committee

3/17 (Tues.) 7 p.m. Board Planning Session

3/24 (Tues.) 7 p.m. Board Legislative Session

At the January legislative meeting, 
the Wilkinsburg School Board approved 
architects JC Pierce to begin conceptual 
design work for renovating Kelly and 
Turner Elementary Schools.  

Kelly Elementary School was 
constructed in 1969, and Turner 
Elementary School was constructed in 
1936; both buildings were renovated in the 
1990s. 

The Middle School and High School 
building was constructed in 1910, and an 
addition was added in 1936. The Board 
of Education borrowed $8.2 million 
dollars in 2011 for the purpose of capital 
improvements in the district.

In July 2014, the District was notified 
that unspent capital funds would need to 
be returned with penalties if the funding 
was not committed to a capital project by 
June 2015. 

Since 2011, the $8.2 million capital 
fund has dipped to $6.5 million dollars 
due to the upkeep of aging facilities. 
The Board decided to utilize the funds 
in hand rather than return them with 
penalty.

Wilkinsburg School District would 
renovate the two elementary schools as 
PK-6 buildings with discretionary upgrades 
to the MS/HS building. Both elementary 
school buildings would receive upgraded 
security features. Turner Elementary 
School would get new windows, additional 
classrooms, HVAC, and an overall 
building face-lift. 

Kelly Elementary would get an 
overall building facelift. Both elementary 
schools would be ADA (Amercians with 
Disabilities Act) compliant. 

The estimated total cost is $10 million. 
The impact on the district’s current annual 
debt service payment would be less than 
$50,000 per year. 

For a very minimal impact on the 
yearly budget, the district would realize a 
valuable return on its investment into the 
future of the Wilkinsburg School District.

All board-related meetings are held in board room of 
the Administration Building, 718 Wallace Avenue.

Information about the renovation 
timeline and schedule for public meetings 
to share and receive comment from the 
community are forthcoming and will be 
posted on the Wilkinsburg School District 
website.

Meetings will be held in the respective 
elementary schools for the neighborhood 
communities to attend.

Kelly and Turner Elementary Schools’ 
Capital Improvement Project

On February 9, 300 students in Kelly and Turner Elementary Schools received their own iPads as part of a district-wide 
initiative to increase student achievement. Students will use the iPads as part of the district’s new personal learning 
literacy curriculum purchased from e-Spark. 

To prepare for the roll-out, 16 Wilkinsburg teachers received intense professional development from e-Spark, Apple and also 
partners from the Elizabeth Forward School District.

Wilkinsburg administrators also worked with the AIU’s IET technology team to increase the number of internet access 
points in the elementary buildings and to configure the mobile devices. 

Funding for the initiative was made possible through a Keystone to Opportunities (KtO) grant.  District officials are also 
pleased to announce that additional grant funding has become available and that it is anticipated that all Wilkinsburg 
elementary students will have their own i-Pads for the beginning of the 2015-16 school year.
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Wilkinsburg Library Calendar Programs for March

open to everyone, every day

East End Food Co-op

7516 Meade Street

Pittsburgh, PA 15208

(412) 242-3598

Daily Hours: 8 AM - 9 PM

www.eastendfood.coop

Library events are free and open to all. 
Reservations can be made in advance at front 
desk or by calling 412-244-2940.

Adult Programs
Memoir Project, March 3, 10, 17, 24, 

10 a.m.—Write your life stories, recording 
memories for yourself and your loved ones.

Health Care Listening Session, March 5, 10 
a.m.—Share experiences about the health care 
system. Registration required.

Tai Chi, March 6, 13, 20, 27, 10 a.m.—Low 
impact exercise classes. 

Growing Your Garden, March 11, 18, 25, 6 
p.m.—Discover tips to make this year’s garden 
your best ever.

whatever you can imagine. Ages 5 and up.
Yu-Gi-Oh! Duelist League, March 21, 1-3 

p.m.—“Dual” in a non-competitive and casual 
environment. New players receive demo 
decks. Ages 7 and up.

American Girl Doll Tea, March 26, 4 p.m.—
Join an afternoon tea celebrating the new doll 
collection. Bring your own doll or stuffed animal 
or borrow one of library’s. Ages 5-12.

Tech Time, April 2, 3-5 p.m.—Learn 
a cool new tech skill using the computer, 
tablets and more. Ages 9 and up.

Family Story Time, Tuesdays, 11:30 a.m.—
Join in stories, songs and games. Ages 6 mos 
to 5 yrs with an adult.

1789 S. Braddock Avenue

Suite 410

Pittsburgh, PA 15218

www.metrofamilypractice.org

412-247-2310
Health care to all people, at every stage in life, 

without regard to their ability to pay…

Register for Baseball 
through March

2014 Wilkinsburg 
Baseball Association 
registration begins 
this month for youth 
who want to play in 
the spring. Registrants 
should come to the 

Wilkinsburg Borough Building any 
Saturday in February and March from 10 
a.m.–2 p.m.

For more information, contact David 
E. Reese at 412.657.2411.

The Ticket Challenge!  Wilkinsburg Councilperson Patrick Shattuck smiles as Council President Vanessa McCarthy-
Johnson and School Board President Ed Donovan shake hands on a friendly wager. At an informal meet-and-greet of the 
Borough Council and the School Board, the two presidents agreed that members of both bodies will sell tickets to the upcoming 
Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra concert, and the “loser” will serve a pizza dinner to the winning body. Their goal is to pack the 
house, generating a new record in attendance and money for the school music programs. The PSO concert Wilkinsburg High 
School is in its 12th year and will be held April 23. See the ad on page 8 and contact a councilperson or school board member 
to purchase your tickets before they are sold out! All proceeds go to enriching the music programs in Wilkinsburg public schools.

General Fiction Book Group, March 25, 1 
p.m.—Pick up select title at front desk.

Crochet Class, Mondays, 2 p.m.—Learn or 
brush up on crocheting skills.

Computer Basics, Wednesdays—To be 
announced (TBA).

Computer MS Word, Wednesdays—TBA.

Children’s Program
Movie Night, March 5, 4 p.m.—Enjoy 

snacks and Small Bricks That Fit Together, the 
movie.

Food Lab, March 12, 3-4 p.m.—Time to 
play with your food!  Please contact library 
regarding any allergies. Ages 7 and up.

Lego Club, March 19, 3-5:30 p.m.—Build 

All you have to do to ensure you never 
miss another issue is go to http://eepurl.
com/v0iBP and sign up to receive a link 
to each and every issue via email just as 
soon as they hit the street.

Subscribe to 
The Sun by email
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Greater Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce
1001 Wood St., Wilkinsburg 15221 •  412.242.0234
info@wilkinsburgchamber.com

www.wilkinsburgchamber.com
ChamBer of CommerCe

Member Spotlight: Nancy’s East End Diner
Hungry yet? You 

should be.
While most of the 

east end of Pittsburgh 
is being redeveloped 
with sleek modern 
finishes, Markie and 
Greg are keeping the 
nostalgia of their little 
diner. Nancy has gone, 
but the friendly spirit 

that Nancy brought to her iconic restaurant 
lives on through Markie Maraugha and Greg 
Stockie’s leadership. Nancy’s East End Diner 
is now re-opened for breakfast and lunch. 
Visit them at 616 South Avenue on Tuesdays 
through Fridays from 6:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
and Saturday and Sunday from 8 a.m. to 3 
p.m. 

412.242.EGGS (3447) • Tues.-Fri. 6:30 a.m.–2:30 p.m. •Sat. & Sun. 8 a.m.–3 p.m.

Monthly Meeting
The Chamber of Commerce monthly meeting will be held Thursday, March 19, at 8 

a.m. on the Borough Building’s second floor in the Borough Council Chambers.

Business After-Hours Wine and Cheese
Want to promote your business? Host a networking event.

Sponsor a Snowflake
Help make Penn Ave at Wood St. sparkle next winter. Limited opportunities for 

sponsorships available. Contact info@wilkinsburgchamber.com for details.

PHLF Workshops

Not a member yet? Get involved!
Yvonne James, president • Staci Kaczkowski, vice-president • Mike Hiller, treasurer • John Irwin, secretary

Thank You to All New and Renewing Members:
Pittsburgh Dry Cleaners & Furriers, Bridges to the Future, Triangle Poster & Printing Co, 

Kerr Engineered Sales Company, Pamela Macklin, Daniel Friedson, Dennis Bossick, Jack Ward, 
Nancy’s East End Dinner, Meinert’s Performance House, Davis-Fetch Corp. of Pennsylvania, 
Reformed Presbyterian Theological Seminary, WTAE, Technique Architectural Products, BPI 
inc., James Flower Shoppe, Wilkinsburg Community Ministry, People’s Natural Gas, Friends of 
the Library of Wilkinsburg, Community College of Allegheny County, McKinney Properties, Inc., 
Giant Eagle, Mansmann Foundation, Trash 2 Treasure, Abracadabra Cleaning Services LLC,  
SecondUnited Presbyterian Church of Wilkinsburg, CP Development, IMPACT REdevelopment, 
John Irwin, The Wilkinsburg Sun, South Hills Bible Chapel, Wilkinsburg Community 
Development Corp, James B. Richards Services, Life Care Hospital of Pittsburgh, Al’s Fish and 
Chicken, Kenyon Jewelers, Frick Art & Historical Center

The following Pittsburgh History and 
Landmarks Foundation workshops are 
available to all. RSVP with Mary Lu Denny 
at 412.471.5808 ext. 527. All lectures are 
free to PHLF members and are held at the 
Landmarks Preservation Resource Center, 
744 Rebecca Avenue in Wilkinsburg. 

The History of Masonry 
Stephen Shelton, Trade Institute of Pgh
Tuesday, March 3, 6 p.m.—8 p.m.

Look at the application of masonry in 
building and architecture, including various 
forms and applications. (Non-members: $5)

Public Art 101: Commissioning Works of 
Art for Community Settings
Saturday, March 7, 10 a.m.—3 p.m.

Presentations by the Office of Public Art, 
along with artists and organizations. will show 
how to structure a public art project, work 
with an artist, and develop a public art plan. 

DIY: Introduction to Home Improvement
Michael Wetmiller, journeyman carpenter
Thursday, March 12, 6 p.m.— 8 p.m.

How to use common tools of the trade 
to complete basic home improvements and 
repairs. (Non-members: $5.)

DIY Workshop: How to Frame a Wall
Michael Wetmiller, journeyman carpenter
Tuesday, March 17, 6 p.m.— 8 p.m.

Wood framing is the structural skeleton 
of a house. Students will learn safe use 
of tools, layout, measuring, cutting, and 
ultimately how to frame a wall with a window 
and a door. (Non-members: $5)

DIY Workshop: Carpentry Basics
Regis Will, Vesta Home Services
Saturday, March 21, 10 a.m.—11:30 a.m.

Learn to use a saw, chisel, square 
and more, while making a bench that is 
useful for more than just sawing. Audience 
participation and hands-on demonstration 
drives this workshop. (Non-members: $5)

DIY Workshop: Drywall 101
Michael Wetmiller, journeyman carpenter
Tuesday March 24, 6 p.m.—8 p.m.

Learn about different drywalls, how to 
estimate drywall material, and how to install 
and finish. (Non-members: $5)

Finishing Interior Trim
Michael Wetmiller, journeyman carpenter
Thursday, March 26, 6 p.m.— 8 p.m

Students will learn about the types of 
materials and tools used for installing trim, 
and how to install baseboards and window 
and door casing. (Non-members: $5)



 
 
 
 

 

Imani Christian Academy 
We are dedicated to helping EACH student  

DEFINE and REACH their Purpose in Life.  
 

Spring Open House 
Thursday, March 12, 2015  

5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
 

Imani Christian Academy 
2150 East Hills Drive 
Pittsburgh, PA 15221 

 
Enroll for the 2015 - 2016 School Year! 

 Faith-Based Education for Pre-Kindergarten through 12th Grade 
 Hands-on inquiry-based STEAM Program (Science, Technology, 

Engineering, Arts, and Math) curriculum for all students 
 College Preparatory, Vocational, and Career Exploration Curricula 
 Career Technical Education Program (C-TEP) 
 Community College of Allegheny County (CCAC) Dual Enrolment  

 Creative Writing through the Literacy Center 
 Individual Career Pathway Plans 
 Educational Field Trips and College Tours 
 Strong Mentoring Program and Counseling Center 
 After-School Program with Tutoring, Sports (Football, Basketball, 

Cheerleading and Ice Hockey), Chess Club, Music/Choir Club, 
Drama Club, Lego Club 

Tuition Based on Income     •    Need-Based Financial Assistance Available    •     Scholarships Available  
For tuition assistance or scholarships, please bring your most recent Tax Return or documentation that validates your current year income. 

For additional information, please contact Mr. Tru Dixon at 412-731-7982 ext. 7111 or tdixon@imanipgh.org 

with new products beyond guava juice from the Asian Market and 
Wilkinsburg Beverage Company.  

My grandmother visited the Farmer’s Market every Thursday 
afternoon, and always ordered flowers from James Florist—love 
the new façade, Yvonne! Thanks to the urban farmers at Garden 
Dreams, the Wilkinsburg Youth Project gardeners, the community 
engagement gardens and all the urban garden projects adding green 
grass to Wilkinsburg.

Kenyon Jewelers has kept four generations of Cunninghams 
running on time with their extensive selection of watches, and Doug 
Duffus donated every year to the PUCS Trash-a-Thon when my son 
came soliciting. Wilkinsburg businesses contribute so much to the 
community, thank you.

—To be continued in the April issue of The Wilkinsburg Sun.

WILKINSBURG SPECIAL PLACE, from page 1

A Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra concert 
celebrating Wilkinsburg — the birthplace of radio — 

with music, under the baton of Larry Loh. 

All the proceeds benefit Music Programs at the 
Wilkinsburg School District

Wilkinsburg High School Auditorium 
$10 for adults $5 for students 

Tickets available at the door (cash or checks) 

JOE NEGRI

PITTSBURGH SYMPHONY 
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
CONCERTS ARE MADE
POSSIBLE, IN PART, BY:

community concert


