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51st Annual Wilkinsburg Gives Thank Breakfast—November 17 (See p. 7)

continued on page 8

continued on page 7

“The House & Garden Tour was 
wonderful. It enhanced my already positive 
view of Wilkinsburg. There is a rich stable 
of architectural styles and some great 
history—all assets to the community,” said 
one tour goer.

The WCDC hosted the 3rd annual 
tour on Saturday, September 26. Although 
the past two tours took place in the Regent 

Hundreds Come to Tour 
Wilkinsburg Homes

This playhouse off higher Penn Avenue was built by 
William McKechnie, the manager who won the Worlds 
Series title with the 1925 Pittsburgh Pirates, for his 
daughter. He wired it so that she could listen to his games 
on the radio when he was on the road. 

Spotlight: Minette Seate
From TV Fan to TV Producer

Wilkinsburg is the subject of a documentary that will air November 5 and 9 on WQED 
called Why Not Wilkinsburg?—the third and last in a series about Renewal and Reality. Its 
producer is Emmy Award winning Minette Seate.

Seate is a daughter of Wilkinsburg and attended the former Semple elementary school 
at the foot of Laketon 
Road (demolished in 
1970), graduating from 
Wilkinsburg High School 
in 1978—a true Tiger.

Even today, Seate 
lives on Peebles Avenue, 
across the Wilkinsburg 
line. Recently though, 
she said she house-
shopped in the borough. 
She has an affinity for 
the community and has 
good memories about 
growing up here.

“I knew a lot of 
people that I felt were 
taking care of me,” 
said Seate about her 
childhood. Her parents 
were both educators, 
but she felt drawn to a 
different vocation.

She was inspired 
by “Peggy” on Mannix, 
the detective show from 
the 1970s. Peggy was the 

detective’s secretary who had it all together—the capable and efficient African-American 
female who saved the day repeatedly. Ironically, Gail Fisher, the actress who played Peggy, 
won an Emmy in 1970, which Seate has done twice so far, first for the 1999 Black Horizons 
special on the Allegheny County Jail, and again for Pitch Perfect, which won a 2012 Mid-
Atlantic Emmy in an education-related category.

Motivated by TV secretary Peggy, Seate joined the Future Secretaries of America at 
Wilkinsburg High, as well as Future Business Leaders of America. She learned to take 
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Board, with the support of the Wilkinsburg 
Borough, the Wilkinsburg School District, 

the Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce and 
the Wilkinsburg Community Development 

Corporation. The Sun is printed by Knepper Press. 
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or by mail, P.O. Box 86064, Wilkinsburg, 
PA 15221. Please submit articles 5 weeks 

before publication and  
calendar events 3 weeks before  

publication. To advertise,  
e-mail adsales@wilkinsburgsun.com,  

or call 412.638.5238. The Sun accepts 
submitted articles provided they are related 

to Wilkinsburg and are civic-minded. The 
Sun reserves the right to withhold articles 
from print. Please note that The Sun does 

not publish political or opinion pieces.

Sign up to receive The Sun 
by email at eepurl.com/v0iBP 
and friend us on Facebook.

The Wilkinsburg Historical Society will meet Monday, November 16. at 6:30 pm. 
at Nancy’s East End Diner at 616 South Avenue in Wilkinsburg. Nancy’s has specially 
opened their restaurant that evening to be the venue for the last meeting of 2015. The 
menu will be selected in advance and posted on wilkinsburghistory.wordpress.com. 
During dinner, Jody Guy, chairman of the Wilkinsburg Art Design Commission, which 
evaluates and approves business facades, signage, monuments, public art and other visual 
elements in the borough, will speak. There is ample parking nearby and the diner accepts 
credit cards. All guests are requested to arrive by 6:30 p.m.

Students Matthew Cheng, Isaac Graham, 
and Sam Boyer work on a bridge building 
project in the outdoor classroom with 
volunteers Brent Lahaie and Jen Moore. 

Members of Wilkinsburg Girl 
Scout Troop 51058 attended the 
Greater Pittsburgh Chamber of 
Commerce Athena Awards luncheon 
in October. The awards are part of a national 
program that recognizes women who 
demonstrate excellence in their profession, 
contribute to their community and mentor 
other women. The ceremony recognizes an 
emerging leader under the age of 35.  

The teens were the guests of Barb 
Moore, president of the Mansmann 
Foundation, Athena Awards recipient in 
1993, and co-founder of PowerLink.

Barb McNees, retired head of the 
Pittsburgh Chamber of Commerce, 
estimated that about 2/3 of the 
attendees were former girl scouts.  

“The Wilkinsburg Girl Scouts were...
besieged by women who wanted to 
meet them. The Girl Scouts of the USA 
program, which emphasizes leadership and 
community service, was a perfect match 
for the ATHENA crowd. These teens met 
a dozen women who will be champions for 
them in the future,” said Moore.  

The Wilkinsburg Girl Scout Troop is 
led by Kim Olday and Donna Alexander.

Girl Scouts Lunch with 900 Women and Community Leaders

Kindergartners Neveah Edwards, Selah Halfhill, and Kate Bindewald 
create wind chimes from scrap metal and horseshoe nails.

Art Expression Day 
at Pittsburgh Urban 

Christian School—part 
of its all-school unit, 
“Bridges and Steel.”

Historical Society Ends Year with Dinner

A youth and family-oriented 
presentation by former Steeler 
quarterback, Charlie Batch, will be held  
on Saturday afternoon, November 21 at 
12:30 P.M. in the South Avenue United 
Methodist Church. Call 412.567.1196 for 
details.

Former Steeler Charlie 
Batch to Speak in 
Wilkinsburg, Nov. 21

Tail Waggin’ Tutor
Kelly School’s second graders 
welcomed Linda Brendlinger 
and Spirit. Linda is from 
Therapy Dogs International, 
Local Chapter #207.  She is 
involved in a program call Tail 
Waggin Tutor.  Linda, Spirit, 
and other four-legged friends will 
be attending Kelly School for the 
next couple months. The second 
graders will be able to spend time 
with the dogs and read them 
stories. 
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UPCOMING MEETINGS

11/2 (Mon.) 6:30 p.m. Wilkinsburg Planning Commission

11/4 (Wed.) 6:30 p.m. Council Work Session (Budget)

11/10 (Tues.) 9 a.m. Commercial & Industrial Development Authority

11/10 (Tues.) 2 p.m. Public Safety Forum

11/11 (Wed.) 6 p.m. Civic Sector & Constituent/Business Outreach 
Committee, 1st floor conf. room

11/11 (Wed.) 7 p.m Council Legislative Session

11/12 (Thurs.) 10 a.m. Civic Sector & Constituent/Business Outreach 
Committee, 1st floor conf. room.

11/13 (Fri.) 10:30 a.m. Finance Committee, 1st floor conf. room.

11/16 (Mon.) 3 p.m. Public Safety Committee 

11/18 (Wed.) 6:30 p.m. Council Work Session

11/19 (Thurs.) 5:30 p.m. Parks & Recreation Advisory Bd., 1st floor conf. room

11/19 (Thurs.) 6:30 p.m. Community Art & Civic Design Commission

11/23 (Mon.) 5:30 p.m. Comm. on Admin. Process to Reclaim Vacant Property

11/24 (Tues.) 5 p.m. Public Safety Forum

All meetings will take place in Wilkinsburg Borough Building, 605 Ross Ave.

WilkinsBurg Borough
www.wilkinsburgpa.gov

Nov. 2– 7

Local
Government 
Week

According to the American Heritage 
Dictionary of Idioms by Christine Ammer, 
“talk turkey” means to “speak plainly, get 
to the point.” Today we’ll talk turkey about 
options for people interested in acquiring 
vacant properties in Wilkinsburg!

Recently, Borough Council enhanced 
their LERTA ordinance, but what does that 
mean, exactly?

In 1977, Pennsylvania enacted the Local 
Economic Revitalization Tax Assistance 
Act, also known as LERTA authorizing 
municipalities to provide tax exemption for 
certain deteriorated industrial, commercial 
and other business property, and for new 
construction in deteriorated areas of 
economically depressed communities. 

In 2009, faced with significant blight, 
Wilkinsburg enacted a LERTA ordinance 
to provide temporary tax exemption and tax 
compromise programs to assist parties in 
acquiring vacant properties to return them 
to productive use. Earlier this year, Borough 
Council expanded the provisions of the 
ordinance to enhance the temporary tax 
exemption, providing for two programs:

1) Temporary Tax Exemption: The 
Borough temporarily exempts from real 
property taxes the assessment attributable 
to improvements to deteriorated residential 
property over a 10–year period. In the 
first tax year following completion of 
improvements, 100% of the additional 
assessed value attributable to the 
improvements, is exempt from taxes. In 
the second year, 90% of the additional 
assessed value attributable to improvements 
is exempt from taxes. In the third year, 
80% is exempt, and so on, until the 11th 
year, when the entire assessed value of the 
property is subject to taxes.

For deteriorated commercial properties, 
the temporary tax exemption schedule 
is enhanced: in the first five tax years 
following completion of improvements, 

100% of the additional assessed value 
attributable to improvements is exempt 
from taxation. In the sixth year, 83% is 
exempt; in the 7th year 67% is exempt; in 
the 8th year, 50%; in the 9th year, 33%; in 
the 10th year, 17%; and in the 11th year, no 
tax exemption applies.

2) Tax Compromise:  This program 
provides for the total compromise or 
exoneration of delinquent taxes for a 
deteriorated business property, that the new 
owner wishes to rehabilitate. The process 
involves a legal proceeding, and requires 
a $2,500 application fee, which is applied 
toward court costs.

Contact the Borough for more 
information about these programs, and an 
application: 412.244.2900.

While not a Borough program, 
Allegheny County’s Vacant Property 
Recovery Program can be used to acquire 
vacant, blighted properties by applicants 
who have a plan for reuse and demonstrated 
capacity to implement the plan. The 
property must be a vacant lot or structure 
with at least three years of tax delinquency. 
Applicants must be current on taxes, water, 

sewage and refuse bills on all properties 
owned in Allegheny County.  Delinquent 
taxes are exonerated on properties 
successfully acquired through the program. 
For more information, go to tinyurl.com/
omq7wec or call 412.350.1090.

For even more plain talk about 
acquiring vacant properties in Wilkinsburg, 
see: tinyurl.com/ncj2gzf. 

Talkin’ Turkey: Acquiring Vacant Property

Pets for Life 
targets underserved 
neighborhoods, those 
without the necessary 
resources to ensure 
their pets’ well-being, 
providing free spaying 
and neutering, 
pet supplies, and 

veterinary services to empower pet owners 
to overcome barriers and keep beloved pets. 
For more information or to schedule a pet 
or feral cat for the Animal Wellness Package, 
contact Kaley Kaczynski at 412.865.9560.  
The program loses its funding at the end of 
the year, so please call soon.  

Pets for Life Serves 15221



4 Wilkinsburg Sun I November  2015

WCDC CALENDAR

11/2 (Mon.) 6 p.m. FREE Home Buying Workshop, 744 Rebecca 
Ave. RSVP 412.242.2700

11/14 (Sat.) 9–11 a.m. WCDC Board of Directors Meeting

11/26 & 27
(Thurs.–Fri.)

all Day. THANKSGIVING—WCDC office closed.

11/28 (Sat.) 9-11 a.m. Small Business Saturday, shopsmall.com

12/5 (Sat.) 11 a.m.–3 p.m. Wilkinsburg Free Store Pop-Up
619 Penn Ave.

12/15 (Tues.) 5–7:30 p.m. WCDC Holiday Happy Hour, 612 Penn Ave.
RSVP 412.727.7855

WCdC
www.wilkinsburgcdc.org

To support the WCDC, send a tax-
deductible contribution to 1001 Wood 
St., Wilkinsburg, PA 15221
OR donate online at
wilkinsburgcdc.org
Thank you!
 412.727.7855 • 412.871.3149 (fax)
 info@wilkinsburgcdc.org

®

The Saturday after Thanksgiving (a.k.a. Small Business 
Saturday) has become a holiday tradition for people to shop 
small and support local businesses. Last year, 88 million 
people showed up for Small Business Saturday and spent an 
estimated $14.3 billion at 
small, independent businesses, 
according to American Express, 
the Shop Small campaign sponsor.

If you’re a business owner 
who is interested in getting 
involved with Shop Small & Small 
Business Saturday this year, now is 
the time to start preparing!

Both businesses who accept 
and do not accept American 
Express can participate in the 
Shop Small campaign. If you’re 

Get Ready for the Holiday Season with Shop Small

interested in including your business in 
the Shop Small campaign in Wilkinsburg, 
contact Jennifer Salmans at 412.727.7955 or 
jennifer@wilkinsburgcdc.org.

Save the Date! Join the WCDC 
for a Holiday Happy Hour on Tuesday, 
December 15, 5-7:30 p.m. at Salvatore’s Pizza 
House—612 Penn Ave. RSVP to marlee@
wilkinsburgcdc.org or 412.727.7855.
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Above: Upbeat Records, 801 Penn Ave. Below: Pittsburgh Asian Market, 705 Penn Ave.
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School District
www.wilkinsburgschools.org

SCHOOL DISTRICT CALENDAR

11/2 (Mon.) No School. Clerical Day.

11/3 (Tues.) No School. Parent-teacher conferences

11/4, 11 18 (Weds.) Tail Waggin’ Tutors (Kelly)

11/9 (Mon.) Board Community Relations Meeting

11/26-27 (Thurs.-Fri.) Wilkinsburg School Board Vote/Pulbic Comment

11/30 (Mon.) No School. Inservice day.

 

Lights On After School (LOAS) is a 
national event that celebrates and supports 
after-school, before-school, weekend or 
summer programs. The programs provide 
children and youth the opportunities to 
connect with supportive adults and grow 
and learn with peers. 

On October 22, the Hosanna House 
held an open house for LOAS. The event 
was based around the reading of the book 
Not Norman: A Goldfish Story by Kelly 
Bennet. 

The center was decorated as a fish 
tank with different activities available to 
parents and children. Community vendors 
from the YWCA (Women’s Health CCIS), 

the Children’s Museum, the University of 
Pittsburgh Jumpstart, and the University 
of Pittsburgh Office of Child Development 
participated. Light refreshments, games 
and prizes were available. Parents of current 
LOAS participants could speak with the 
programs faculty and staff to discover their 
child’s progress and planned curriculum. 

The Hosanna House’s LOAS program 
is held Monday through Friday from 3-6 
p.m. for pre-K to third grade children. 
Children are transported to the program 
from school, relieving the hassle from 
parents. Those interested in partipating can 
visit the Hosanna House located on Wallace 
Avenue.  —Nodeia Standback, correspondent

Lights on After School Debuts at Hosanna House

The Q&As are excerpted from the 
school district’s web site. To read more 
answers to your questions, visit www.
wilkinsburgschools.org.

Why do we have to close our high 
school after 110 years of operation?

Enrollment decline over the past ten 
years, and more drastically, the past three 
years, has severely limited the programs 
and services that our students receive at the 

secondary level. The Board of Education 
has explored options that would provide 
our students with educational experiences 
similar to what their peers receive 
throughout Allegheny County, experiences 
that former Wilkinsburg graduates 
experienced prior to the enrollment 
decline. The Partnership with Pittsburgh 
will provide a quality education for our 
children in a fiscally responsible manner. 
Our proud community name—Wilkinsburg 

—will remain a staple through our 
elementary programs; and our secondary 
students, in our small community, will 
attend a larger educational system with 
more opportunity for growth.

If our Middle and High School 
students go to Pittsburgh now, are the 
elementary schools next to go?

Absolutely not. We will maintain 
our Wilkinsburg School District identity 
because the Board of Education has 
committed their efforts to insure that 
our elementary system will become an 
excellent feeder school for our educational 
Partner. A ten-million-dollar renovation 
project is scheduled to break ground 
in the spring, transforming our two 
elementary buildings into state-of- the-art 
buildings technologically with progressive 
security features. Additionally, the Board 
of Education plans to enhance the 
programming and support systems in our 
elementary division to insure our students 
receive a quality educational experience 
in preparation for their secondary 
school years. Our investment into safe, 
technologically advanced, neighborhood 
schools will remain a center of pride for 
the Wilkinsburg community for many 
years to come.

FAQs about the School Merger with Pittsburgh
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1789 S. Braddock Avenue

Suite 410

Pittsburgh, PA 15218

www.metrofamilypractice.org

412-247-2310
Health care to all people, at every stage in life, 

without regard to their ability to pay…

PERCOLATE GALLERY, from page 2

November Library Calendar
Library programs and events are free and open to all. 

Reservations can be made in advance by calling 412.244.2940.

Adult Programs
Oil Painting: Landscape & Still Life, Tuesdays, Nov. 3, 10, 

and 17, 10 a.m.—Class size limited. Registration required.
Resume & Applications Assistance, Fridays, Nov. 6, 13, 

and 20, 10:30 a.m.—Get help writing resumes and filling out 
applications the first three Fridays of each month.  Registration 
required.

Memoir through Poetry Classes, Wednesdays, Nov. 4, 11 and 
18, 10 a.m.—Write your life stories using poetry and prose. Six-
week workshop. Registration required.

Crochet with Frankie, Mondays, 2 p.m.—Beginners and 
experienced crocheters welcomed. Bring your materials.

Eastridge Crochet, Saturdays, 11 a.m.—Join Frankie to get 
tips and help with your projects.

Children’s Programs
STEM Time, Thursday, Nov. 5, 3 p.m.—Do a fun activity to 

explore a cool new STEM concept. For ages 9 to 13
After–School Art, Thursday, Nov. 12, 4 p.m.—Relax after 

school with a fun art project out of duct tape. For ages 8 and up.
Yu-Gi-Oh Duelist League, Thursday, Nov. 19, 3-5:30 p.m.—

Geared for younger and less experienced players to learn the 
game. Ages 7 and up.

American Girl Movie, Saturday, Nov. 7, 2 p.m.—Bring your 
favorite doll or stuffed animal and enjoy a movie with great 
snacks. For all ages (7 and under must be with an adult)

Wii Time, Tuesdays, 3-4:30 p.m.—Open Wii play for kids.
Eastridge Family Story Time, Tuesdays, 11 a.m.—For all ages.

46 students from Pitt worked hard on five project sites around Wilkinsburg on October 
24 for Pitt Makes a Difference Day. They ate lunch at St. James church.  Project leader 
Linda Law-Kirkland thanks team leaders Pam Macklin, Paige Trice, Charlie Kirkland, 
Deb Rose, Dept. of Pubic Works, Josie Bryant and Bobby Rakes.

‘Return to Wonderland’ 
Opens at Percolate

On Saturday, Nov. 7, from 6–9 
pm., Percolate is pleased to host 
an opening reception for “Return 
to Wonderland,” an exhibition of 
new artwork by Jennifer Howison, 
Bill Miller, Amy Novelli, and 
Bob Ziller. The show will feature 
wonderful landscapes of the 
imagination by four accomplished 
and mature artists. Their works 
can be viewed online on Facebook 
and other websites. 

The exhibition runs until Sunday, Dec. 6, with a closing 
party from 3 to 6 pm. The gallery, located at 317 Trenton Ave., 
is open on Saturdays from 12–4 p.m. during the exhibit, and by 
appointment, by calling 412.606.1220.

DJ Frankie, acrylic painting on wood 
by Bob Ziller
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Greater Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce
1001 Wood St., Wilkinsburg 15221 •  412.242.0234
info@wilkinsburgchamber.com

www.wilkinsburgchamber.com
Chamber of Commerce

51st Annual Thanksgiving Breakfast—Tuesday, Nov. 17
51st Annual Wilkinsburg Gives Thanks Breakfast is at the 

Western PA School for the Deaf on Nov 17 at 8 a.m.
Tickets are $8. Gregg Bowers, former COO of Western 

Pennsylvania School for the Deaf, will speak. He is an Edgewood 
native and recently moved to Murrysville. For the last several years 

at WPSD, he ran the Commitment to the Community initiative, involving leaders from 
Wilkinsburg, Edgewood and Swissvale in dialogue regarding those communities. The 
annual Block Party is one visible thing that came out of that dialogue.

Sponsorships are available for the breakfast. Contact info@wilkinsburgchamber.com 
or call 412.242.0234.

Business After Hours
Salvatore’s Pizza House is the first to make a splash 

in a historically dry borough. In May 2015 the Borough 
of Wilkinsburg voted to lift an 80 year ban on alcohol 
allowing 5 liquor licenses to be available to Wilkinsburg 
restaurants in a push to bring more business into the 
business district. 

Help the Wilkinsburg Chamber raise a glass in support 
of Salvatore’s on Tuesday November 10th from 6-8 p.m. at 
this month’s Business After Hours, 612 Penn Ave.

Contact info@wilkinsburgchamber.com to schedule 
your networking event!

Be the Boss—November 12—at Leona’s Creamery 
An interactive program for teens and young adults! You get to be the boss. Tour a 

business behind the scenes where no one else gets to go. Meet the owner, discover current 
challenges, make recommendations to the owner from your 
point of view as the boss.

This program is 6–7:30 p.m. on November 12. It is 
open to Wilkinsburg female teens and young adults age 
16-21. Limited to ten participants. To register email info@
wilkinsburgchamber.com

SWOT What? Learn How to Improve Your Small Business
A SWOT analysis is a tried and true way to evaluate the real state of your business. 

With it you can find promising new markets and identify and reduce threats. This is a 
$1250 value. It is a one-time offer by the Chamber Small Business Support Committee. 
There is no charge to the businesses selected.

SWOT stands for Strengths + Weaknesses + Opportunities + Threats. Fill out the 
application online at www.wilkinsburgchamber.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/
SWOT_Application.pdf. This is brought to you by the Small Business Support 
Committee.

Monthly Meeting
The Chamber’s monthly meeting every 3rd Thursday at 8 a.m. on the 2nd floor of 

the Wilkinsburg Borough Building. 
The next meeting is Thursday November 19, 8 a.m. 2016 New and renewing 

memberships get 10% off until Dec 31, 2015. 

shorthand like a pro, and landed an 
internship at the Mellon Bank at Ross 
Avenue and Wood Street. This led to a full-
time job, eventually as a loan officer.

But it was that continuing desire to 
be a secretary that led her to WQED as an 
executive secretary to the vice president 
of public relations and marketing. There, 
Minette found a new passion: making 
television. 

“I’d always loved television. I wanted to 
make television,” she said. 

Seate learned the business quickly and 
deeply. In 1990, she left for a few-year stint 
at an advertising company, where she honed 
her skills in writing copy and producing. She 
said she enjoyed the feeling of “knowing that 
someone was going to turn on the radio and 
hear your commercial.” 

In 1993, she returned to public TV, but 
this time as a producer for Black Horizons, the 
longest running minority affairs talk show 
in the country. In addition to that work, 
she took on the job of science producer, 
researching and writing for the popular radio 
spot Everyday Science. These educational 
two-minute lessons aired on over 175 
stations across the country. Seate said that 
while working with leading scientists in the 
Pittsburgh area, she explored fascinating 
phenomena, like why popcorn pops, how 
much mucous people have in their heads, 
and how radio waves are heard.

Today, Seate is an executive producer 
at WQED and writer–producer and host 
of Filmmakers Corner, which begins its 7th 
season on Saturday, November 14. The 
show spotlights local filmmakers. “It’s fun 
because we have a chance to showcase work 
that mainstream audiences might not see 
otherwise,” she said.

While Seate has worked on many 
projects, her favorite is a 2007 documentary 
called Torchbearers. She explained, “It profiled 
Pittsburgh’s civil rights pioneers from the 
60s, the people who picketed Duquesne 
Light, desgregated the Highland Park pool 
and fought for jobs during the construction 
of the US Steel Building....It was a wonderful 
opportunity for them to tell their stories 
while they were still with us.”

When you watch the Why Not 
Wilkinsburg? documentary this November, 
you can know that it is coming from a 
consummate professional who became who 
she is, in part, because of her hometown 
roots.

MINETTE SEATE, from page 1
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HOUSE TOUR, from page 1

mfort food
The Co-op has everything you need for Thanksgiving!

Learn more about our holiday 
pre-orders on our website at 
www.eastendfood.coop/cafe. 

7516 Meade Street, 
Pittsburgh, PA 15208
(412) 242-3598
Daily Hours: 8 AM - 9 PM

Thanksgiving Day is November 26!

Square area, this year’s tour coordinators 
wanted to show off another unique area of 
Wilkinsburg—Blackridge. 

On the opposite side of the borough 
from Regent Square, Blackridge offers a 
more suburban neighborhood with most 
homes dating back to the 1940–50s. 
Ten stops plus a vendor marketplace 
were featured, making it the largest tour 
to date. Among the stops were several 
restored mid-century and Colonial-style 
homes, including the former family home 
of Bill McKechnie, baseball legend and 
Wilkinsburg native. 

In addition to homes, the Eastridge 
Center at 1900 Graham Blvd. was the 
check-in location and a featured stop. 
Tour goers had the opportunity to see the 
building, learn a little bit of Blackridge and 
Wilkinsburg history, and find out what 
the future may hold for the former church 
turned public library and civic space. 

Over 350 people attended the 
tour, which grossed over $10,000 for 
the WCDC’s programs to promote the 
revitalization of Wilkinsburg. Many thanks 
to the homeowners, volunteers, committee 
members, sponsors, vendors, and tour 
goers who helped make the tour a success.

For more information about the tour, 
check out the articles from the Pittsburgh 
Post-Gazette, bit.ly/1W2g43V, and Pittsburgh 
Tribune-Review, bit.ly/1W0QoPF. For more 
photos, check out the WCDC Facebook 
page at bit.ly/HGTphotos.

To get involved with next year’s 
tour—show your home, participate 
on the planning committee, sponsor, 
or volunteer—please email marlee@
wilkinsburgcdc.org or call 412.727-7855. 

  The study of language and objects 
looms large in the life of local artist 
Brandon Boan, who currently lives and 
works in Wilkinsburg. Brandon named 
his shop “Tip Type” and will carry on 
the practice of “hot metal type” started 
by his friend and mentor, Rudy Lehman.  
Lehman ran his business, Lehman 
Typesetting, in Wilkinsburg from 1957 
until his death in January 2013. Tip 
Type is a working Linotype and photo 
lithography studio, available for projects by 

artists in Pittsburgh and beyond. Ayanah 
Moor speaks of this project with great 
enthusiasm: “Rudy Lehman’s Legacy is an 
awesome idea! Brandon not only preserves 
the legacy of a mentor and friend but 
extends his knowledge of technical and 
artistic skills to support local and visiting 
artists. The Tip Type project will serve 
as a wonderful addition to Wilkinsburg.”   
To learn more about Tip Type, follow 
Brandon on Facebook or email him at 
branshealthy@gmail.com.

Meet Community Arts and Civic Design Commission V. Chair, Brandon Boan

Built in 1947, this house, fifth on the tour, has original carrara marble tile ceiling in the kitchen and many upgrades 
from a 2005 remodel. In the back is an original stone oven that no longer works. The homeowners plan to make it into a 
working fountain to adorn their flower gardens.


