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Lovett Sundries Opens Storefront on South Avenue

Marit Aagaard and Jeff Lovett with son, Finn.

The Lovett Sundries storefront will host a grand opening
on April 15 from 6–9 at 606 South Avenue in Wilkinsburg.
Lovett Sundries makes handmade soaps and grooming
products, as well as laundry soap and dishwashing powder.
Their goal is to create simple, effective products using the
fewest possible ingredients.
Owners Jeff Lovett and Marit Aagaard (and son Finn Lovett)
bought a house in Wilkinsburg 5 years ago, and they say they love
it. “We are part of a tight-knit community of artists and makers,”
said Marit, “and are proud to be starting a business in this
neighborhood that has given us so much support.”
Many of their recipes have been around for generations,
and they believe that doing things the old fashioned way has
value. They measure and mix recipes in small batches and
hand label each product, using recognizable ingredients and
listing them on each label. They never use fragrance, dyes, or
preservatives.

Wilkinsburg Vacant Home Tour
Properties Announced
Five homes and one commercial
building will be featured on this year’s
Wilkinsburg Vacant Home Tour on May 7.
If you know anything about these
properties or the people who used to live or
work in them, email vacanthometour@gmail.
com and let the tour planning committee
know.
This year’s featured properties include:
• 744 South Avenue
• 818 South Avenue
• 817 Rebecca Avenue
• 744 Franklin Avenue
• 708 Whitney Avenue
• 613 Wood Street—Commercial
Property

To learn more about the Vacant
Home Tour and stay up-to-date on
news about this upcoming event, visit
VacantHomeTour.com.
If you are interested in volunteering
at the tour, please know that his year’s
Vacant Home Tour runs from 11 a.m. to
3 p.m. on Saturday, May 7 and volunteers
are needed to ensure another successful
event!
Volunteer tasks may include setting
up, cleaning up, guiding tour goers, and
assisting tour guides. Morning (10 a.m.–1
p.m.) and afternoon (1–4 p.m.) volunteer
shifts are currently available.
Those interested in volunteering
should complete the volunteer form at
http://goo.gl/forms/QE0N8Zx2Qk.

‘Link on Penn’ Fun
Here on May 21
On May 21, the former Penn-Lincoln
hotel site will be filled with food, beverage,
and vendors. Community speakers,
storytellers and local music will be featured.
In conjunction with the annual block
party by The Sanctuary Project, Link on
Penn will provide space and activities
for children, youth, and adults to meet,
celebrate, and play.
The event is made possible by the
2016 Leadership Development Initiative
class, a program of Leadership Pittsburgh
Inc. Interested partners, vendors, and
entertainers can send inquiries to
linkonpenn@gmail.com.
Link on Penn is sponsored by
Huntington Bank and partners at
Neighborhood Allies and Wilkinsburg
Community Development Corporation..
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Wilkinsburg Historical Society
The next meeting of the Wilkinsburg
Historical Society will be 7:30 pm Monday,
April 18 in South Avenue United Methodist
Church, using the left Ross Avenue
entrance. The evening program starts with
a slide show about the personal story of

George Mandalay, an Italian immigrant
who came to America in the early 1900s.
He purchased property at 1316 Swissvale
Avenue and built this structure to serve
as his family home and the store, ‘George
Mandalay—Fine Foods’. This Wilkinsburg
businessman had a unique story of fulfilling
his American Dream.
The second part of the evening
will offer everyone a chance to tell their
own story of time spent in Wilkinsburg.
Volunteers from Leadership Pittsburgh have
been working with Jody Guy to collect and
record oral stories from natives with the
mission of preserving history one story at a
time. Meetings of the Historical Society are
free to attend and open to all.
Next Community Meeting
The second Wilkinsburg Community
Meeting is on Saturday, April 16, 11 a.m. at
South Avenue United Methodist Church,
733 South Avenue in Wilkinsburg. About
300 people attended the last meeting on
March 12 with the particular purpose of
showing unity against recent violence. This
is an opportunity to come together and
discuss solutions for a safer community.
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Wilkinsburg’s PUCS Qualifies Two Teams
for World Robotics Championship
Two teams from Pittsburgh Urban
Christian School (PUCS) middle school
on Center Avenue in Wilkinsburg have
qualified for the VEX Robotics World
championship games in Louisville,
Kentucky, April 20-23. Last year, PUCS had
one team qualify and they eventually placed
against some of the best robotics teams
from all over the globe. PUCS is looking
for funding to help the students get to the
event. Supporters can call the main office at
412.244.1779.
Wilkinsburg House & Garden Tour 2016
If you want to get involved with the
Wilkinsburg House & Garden Tour, the
WCDC is currently seeking committee
members to help plan it, homeowners
who are willing to show their home on the
tour, event sponsors, day-of volunteers, and
vendors. This year’s tour will take place
on Saturday, September 24 in and around
the historic Hamnett Place neighborhood.
Those interested in helping should
email marlee@wilkinsburgcdc.org or call
412.727.7855.
New Art Show at Percolate
Percolate Art Space is presenting local
art legend Rick Bach in his first show in
Pittsburgh in nine years. Bach, who now
lives in Washington, D.C., but maintains
a studio in the Pittsburgh area, will be
filling the gallery with his signature metal
sculptures and paintings.
The opening reception, Saturday,
April 23, from 6–9 p.m., will also serve as
a book launch for a collection of Bach’s
black-and-white
artwork, published
by Bob Ziller’s
Lascaux Editions
(Ziller is also the
gallery curator).
100 signed, limited
edition books, with
an original artwork
done on a blank
page in each will be
available.
The show will run until May 21.
Percolate is open on Saturdays from 12–4
p.m., and by appointment at 412.606.1220.

For more information, see facebook.com/
percolateart.
East End Coop Classes
Thursday, April 14, at 7 p.m., Hannah
Reiff from Wilkinsburg’s Garden Dreams
and Danielle Marvit will offer a free
workshop in “Small Space Gardening”
about how to plan a 4’ x 4’ garden and plant
a beautiful container garden, and problemsolving techniques. Call 412.242.3598 for
information about this and other workshops
at the East End Food Cooperative, 7516
Meade Street in Point Breeze.
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Looking for Helpers in All the Right Places
Everybody’s favorite neighbor, Fred
Rogers, once said, “When I was a boy,
and I would see scary things in the news,
my mother would say to me, ‘Look for the
helpers. You will always find people who
are helping.’ To this day, especially in times
of ‘disaster,’ I remember my mother’s words
and I am always comforted by realizing that
there are still so many helpers—so many
caring people in this world.”
Lots of helpers are obvious: police,
firefighters, paramedics, EMTs and other
first responders, doctors, nurses and other
hospital staff.
But lots of other helpers are not so
obvious, and in the wake of the March
shootings in the Borough, many caring

people provided, and continue to provide,
comfort in the wake of seemingly random
violence:
• Global Wellness LLC who
offered free individual and family crisis
intervention, and grief and loss sessions to
those impacted by the shootings.
• Vanessa German’s Art House, where
children who sometimes wake to the sound
of gunfire begin to heal their trauma by
creating. German began making art on her
front porch, and when curious children
joined her she encouraged them to pick
up a paintbrush. One day, after hearing
gunshots, she was inspired to create the
“Stop Shooting; We Love You” signs that
dot front yards.

UPCOMING MEETINGS
4/5 (Tues.)

6 p.m.

Planning Commission, 2nd floor

4/6 (Wed.)

7 p.m.

Council Work Session, 2nd floor

4/8 (Fri.)

9 a.m.

Policy & Procedure Committee, 1st floor

4/11 (Mon.)

6 p.m.

Library Board, 2nd floor

4/12 (Tues.)

1 p.m.

Social Media & Promotions Committee, 1st floor

4/12 (Tues.)

noon

Public Safety Committee, 2nd floor

4/13 (Wed.)

7 p.m.

Council Legislative Session, 2nd floor

4/14 (Thurs.)

10 a.m.

Constituent & Community Relations, 2nd floor

4/18 (Mon.)

4 p.m.

Public Safety Committee, 1st floor

4/20 (Wed.)

7 p.m.

Council Administration Committee, 2nd floor

4/21 (Thurs.)

5:30 p.m.

Parks & Recreation Advisory Board, 1st floor

4/21 (Thurs.)

6:30 p.m.

Community Art & Civic Design Commission, 2nd floor

4/22 (Fri.)

9 a.m.

Policy & Procedure Committee, 1st floor

4/25 (Mon.)

6:30 p.m.

Joint Tax Committee, 2nd floor

4/27 (Wed.)

5:30 p.m.

Blight Committee

4/27 (Wed.)

6 p.m.

Shade Tree Advisory Committee, 2nd floor

4/27 (Wed.)

7 p.m.

Capital Planning Committee, 1st floor

4/28 (Thurs.)

5 p.m.

Public Safety Forum, 2nd floor

4/28 (Thurs.)

6:30 p.m.

Special Events Committee, 2nd floor

5/3 (Tues.)

6 p.m.

Planning Commission

5/9 (Mon.)

6 p.m.

Library Board, 2nd floor

• The 202 people who have
contributed $10,302 (to date) to the
Shelton-Powell Memorial Fund on
gofundme.com; and those who have
donated to the fund established at Citizens
Bank. These contributions will help to pay
for the shooting victims’ funeral expenses.
• Dee Briggs, a local artist who
splits her time between New York and
Wilkinsburg, hosted a Community Back
Yard Cook Out on her property to “show
our strength and resilience as a community
together in the face of violence.” All were
welcomed, and encouraged to bring a
neighbor.
• The mourners who’ve gathered to
celebrate lives lost, and to provide comfort
to grieving families.
These people are helpers, too, and
their support is proof of Mr. Rogers’ belief
that there are “so many caring people in
this world.” They are also reminders that
“helper” doesn’t have to be in your job
description—we can all be helpers, and
provide comfort in times of need.
The Borough extends its deepest
sympathy to the families and friends of
Shada Mahone, Brittany Powell, Chanetta
Powell and her unborn child, Tina
Shelton, and Jerry Shelton.

Annual Earth Day is April 23
The Annual Earth Day Clean Up is
Saturday, April 23, from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.
The Borough Community and Business
Outreach Committee, of which Pam
Macklin is chair, is coordinating this year’s
beautification and clean up, which is part
of the national observance. Block club and
watches, neighborhood groups, churches,
youth groups, schools, and other groups are
asked to participate.
Those who wish to participate they
can email Pam Mackline at pmacfish@aol.
com. Bags, gloves, vests should be available
as well as instructions on how and where to
leave bags, tires and collected recyables.

Wilkinsburg Earth Day Clean Up
April 23, 8–2

All meetings will take place in Wilkinsburg Borough Building, 605 Ross Ave.

www.wilkinsburgsun.com 3

WCDC

www.wilkinsburgcdc.org

photo by Jason Cohn

Spring Brings Two New Businesses to Wilkinsburg

Audrey White and Jerry Gaudi at the WCDC Business Planning Workshop December graduation.

One of the really great things about
Wilkinsburg is that many of our small,
local businesses are owned and operated
by people from the community. The
WCDC is excited to announce that two
new businesses, operated by Wilkinsburg

residents, will be
opening in our
business district
this spring!
Audrey
White, owner

PCRG Summit Celebrates Power of Place

Dates!

Save the

As a member organization, the WCDC looks forward to the Pittsburgh Community
Reinvestment Group’s (PCRG’s)
sixth annual Community
Development Summit, The Power
of Place, on May 17 and 18 at the
Omni William Penn Hotel in
Downtown Pittsburgh.
PCRG’s summit convenes
over 600 people annually for this
two-day event that showcases the
work of PCRG and its member
organizations.
To learn more and register,
visit pcrg.org/conference.
Saturday, May 7: Vacant Home Tour; vacanthometour.com
Tuesday–Wednesday, May 17-18: PCRG Community Development
Summit; pcrg.org/conference
Saturday, May 21: LDI’s Pop Up Pittsburgh! Event in Wilkinsburg
Thursday, June 16: Wilkinsburg Train Station 100th Anniversary Event
Saturday, September 24: 4th Annual Wilkinsburg House & Garden Tour
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of Chickory Café, will open her business
this May. Through the WCDC Business
Planning Workshop series last fall, Audrey
was able to put her thoughts on paper
and learn the principles of business.
Currently, she is working with local real
estate developer, Jerry Gaudi, who also
participated in the workshop, to build out
her café space at 900 Wood Street.
Jeff Lovett and Marit Aagaard, owners
of Lovett Sundries (lovettsundries.com),
are busy getting their new storefront at 606
South Ave. up and ready for their grand
opening this month. Lovett Sundries
began last fall as an online store, featuring
simple, handmade-in-Wilkinsburg body
care products, locally-made prints, and
vintage housewares.
Stay tuned for more updates on these
awesome new businesses!

To support the WCDC, send a taxdeductible contribution to 1001 Wood
St., Wilkinsburg, PA 15221
OR donate online at
wilkinsburgcdc.org
Thank you!
412.727.7855 • 412.871.3149 (fax)
info@wilkinsburgcdc.org

®

School District

www.wilkinsburgschools.org

Kelly School Celebrates Read Across America
Kelly School celebrates Read Across America every year. On March 2, they invite guest readers into the school to read to
individual classrooms. Kelly School loves reading!
The school wants to thank all the community members who volunteered their time to read to the kids—and a special
thank you to Jean and Clark Walter and Barb Bell who organize this successful day!

SCHOOL DISTRICT CALENDAR
4/19 (Tues.)

5:30 p.m.

Board Finance Committee

4/19 (Tues.)

7 p.m.

Planning Session

4/26 (Tues.)

7 p.m.

Legislative Session

Did you know that Wilkinsburg and
Westinghouse High School marching bands
joined forces in the St. Patrick’s Day parade? For
photos and more information about the school
partnership, visit wilkinsburgschools.org.
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Princess Entrepreneurs Sought
The Princess Entrepreneur, for young
girls ages 10-17, teaches young women to
start their own business. The curriculum
is structured for a 6-week program and
includes field trips, business mentors and a
certificate upon completion.
The program is free and lunch
is provided. For more info, email
princessentrepreneurs@gmail.com. Please
include the girl’s name, date of birth and
contact information.
DON’T DELAY REGISTER TODAY!
WILKINSBURG SCHOOL DISTRICT

PRE-KINDERGARTEN
REGISTRATION
Call: 412.371.9504 ext: 2744
for more information about PreK Counts Program

Limited Spaces for 2016-17 School Year
Accepting 3- and 4-year-old Applications.
Must be 3 years of age by September 1, 2016, for
pre-K and potty trained.
4-year-olds will be accepted first to the program.

Registration Packets available at
Central Registration
718 Wallace Avenue, 15221

Pitt Serves Students were in Wilkinsburg on March 9 and 10. They worked with the Linda Atkins and the
Hill Top Block Club to clean up Douglas Drive and the block club provided lunch for them at the Eastridge
Library. In the afternoon they were at the Gable Ridge Senior Building in Beacon Hill providing nail care and
painting for seniors as well as re-organizing their library.
On Thursday they went to Sister Theobowman School to work with students to plant seeds in paper cups
for planting in the spring. Due to the previous nights shooting, they could not complete the afternoon
project, which was cleaning up six abandoned houses’ front yards, but this has been rescheduled for April
2. An impromtu meeting with the Mayor and members of Council Pamela Macklin, Paige Trice, Kate
Grannermann, Patrick Schattuck, Michael Rose and Lt. Kempasky was arranged with the students to talk
about events and community involvement. The students, who were mostly in neuro science and medicine
studies, shared how they felt about Wilkinsburg especially after the shooting event as well as how they came to
Pitt. Many shared with their leader that they want to come back to Wilkinsburg.
One student shared that she was glad she worked in Wilkinsburg the day before the shooting. She said she
met Wilkinsburg residents and children who felt perfectly safe, and she enjoyed working on the clean up and
meeting the seniors. After the event, she was not worried about coming to back to Wilkinsburg, but she added
that if she hadn’t been here the day before, she may have felt differently”

Wilkinsburg Public Library Events for the Month of April
Library programs and events are free
and open to everyone. Reservations can be
made in advance at the circulation desk or
by calling 412.244.2940.
Adult Programs
Resume and Applications
Assistance, Fridays, 10:30-11:30 a.m.—
Get help writing resumes and filling out
applications, especially online. Registration
required.
General Book Discussion Group,
Wednesday, April 27, 1 p.m.—Title to be
selected.
Crochet with Frankie, Mondays,
2 p.m. – Beginners and experienced
crocheters welcomed. Bring your materials.
Eastridge Knitting, Tuesdays, 1:30
p.m.—Bring your current work and
questions.
Eastridge Crochet, Saturdays, 11
a.m.—Join Frankie to get tips and help.
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Children’s Programs
For ages 9 and up
Lego Time, Thursday, April 7, 3
Video Games, Tuesdays, 3-5:30 p.m.—
p.m.—Design and create your Lego dreams. Open Xbox One and Wii play. Ages 8 and up.
For the whole family.
Eastridge Family Story Time,
After School Art, Thursday, Apr 14,
Thursdays, 11 a.m.—For all ages.
3 p.m.—Learn to make paper springtime
Eastridge Maker Series: Paper Flowers,
flowers. Ages 7 and up.
Tuesday, Apr 19, 3 p.m.—Celebrate spring
Yu-Gi-Oh Duelist League, Thursday,
through art. Ages 7 and up.
Mar 17, 3-5 p.m.—
Geared for younger
and less experienced
1789 S. Braddock Avenue
players to learn the
game. Demo decks
Suite 410
available. Ages 7 and
Pittsburgh, PA 15218
up.
Robotics Club,
www.metrofamilypractice.org
Thursday, Mar 24,
4–5 p.m.—Learn the
412-247-2310
basics this month
when we try to defeat
Health care to all people, at every stage in life,
an obstacle course
without regard to their ability to pay…
with our VEX robot.

Chamber of Commerce
www.wilkinsburgchamber.com

Spring Sweep in Nine Mile Run

Call to Artists, Vendors and Food Purveyors

Every time it rains, trash and debris
from the upper watershed communities of
Pittsburgh, Edgewood, Wilkinsburg, and
Swissvale makes its way into Nine Mile
Run.
How does the pollution make this
journey? The spring rain that washes across
our streets and driveways and carries all
debris and contaminants into the storm
drains which lead right down to our
streams and rivers. Not only is the trash
an eyesore,
but is toxic
for wildlife
and
pollutes
our water.
By removing the litter, we are working
to improve water quality for Nine Mile
Run. If not for cleanups, this trash would
eventually flow into the Monongahela,
then the Ohio, then the Mississippi, then
the Gulf of Mexico!
Join NMRWA on Saturday, April 16
from 9 a.m.–noon at the Lower Frick Park
parking lot, off Lancaster Ave. Come and
help keep our stream clean and beautiful!
Gloves, safety vests, trash bags, and coffee
will be provided. Please wear long pants
and sturdy boots or closed-toe shoes. If
you have tall rain or hip boots, bring
them. Register at www.ninemilerun.org/
get-involved/events or contact Maranda
at 412.371.8779 ext. 123, or maranda@
ninemilerun.org.

The 2016 Wilkinsburg
Thursday Open Market (WTOM)
is being planned now. Email info@
wilkinsburgchamber.com to get
involved.
WTOM is held from June 16
through November 17 on Thursdays
from 3-6:30 p.m. in the Ross Avenue
Parking Lots, Wilkinsburg, across from SavALot.

Food, Drink and Networking
April 19, 5:30-7:30 p.m.
Steel City Movers
315 S. Trenton Avenue, Wilkinsburg,
Want to host in May? Email info@wilkinsburgchamber.com.

Next Monthly Meeting
The next meeting of the Chamber is April 21, 8 a.m., 605 Ross Ave,
Wilkinsburg Borough Building, second floor.

Thank You to 2016 Chamber Members
Pamela Macklin, Pete & Vicki Smith, Reformed Presbyterian Theological Seminary,
Abator Information Services, NBT Holdings LLC, Jody Guy, Fulton Building and
Remodeling, Dennis Bossick, Bridges to the Future, Davis-Fetch Corp. of Pennsylvania,
WTAE, BPI Inc., James Floral, Giant Eagle Frankstown Rd., Mansmann Foundation,
Trash2Treasure, Abracadabra Cleaning Services, CP Development, IMPACT
Redevelopment, John Irwin, James B. Richard Services, Kenyon Jewelers, Ralph Yearick,
Pittsburgh Urban Christian School, Eastern Area Prehospital Service, The Real McKoy
Creative, MD Autoworks, Enrich Products Inc., St. James Roman Catholic Church,
Thomas Home Child Care, Rocky Enterprises, Admintrinsic, Pennwood Paints &
Supply, Western & Southern Life Insurance - Kyle Ross, Compass Self Storage, South
Avenue United Methodist Church, ACHIEVA, Vision Towards Peace Counseling
Services, Wilkinsburg Christian Housing, Community Hearing, Stanton Industrial
Electric Supply, Western PA School for the Deaf, Pittsburgh Dry Cleaners & Furrier,
Wilkinsburg Community Development Corporation, Lincoln Heritage Life Insurance —
Chris Ashley, Triangle Poster & Printing Co., Nancy’s East End Diner, Hosanna House,
Second United Presbyterian Church of Wilkinsburg, The Wilkinsburg SUN, KERR
engineered sales company, Metro Community Health Center, Wilkinsburg Community
Ministry, Amore Management Company

ARE YOU A MEMBER? Visit www.wilkinsburgchamber.com
for a calendar of events and membership information.

Greater Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce

1001 Wood St., Wilkinsburg 15221 • 412.242.0234 • info@wilkinsburgchamber.com
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Want to see your ad
here? Advertise with The
Wilkinsburg Sun. Email
adsales@wilkinsburgsun.com
for rates and schedules.

CELEBRATE EARTH DAY AT THE CO-OP!
25% OFF* of bulk foods and herbs
all day long on Friday, April 22nd!
*No additional discounts or sales may be stacked with this offer
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7516 Meade Street,
Pittsburgh, PA 15208
(412) 242-3598
www.eastendfood.coop

