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Wilkinsburg House and Garden Tour, September 24. See page 4.

Kentucky Fried Chicken (KFC) Day of Giving 
for the residents of Wilkinsburg is scheduled for 
Wednesday,  September 14, starting at 11 a.m. and 
ending at 2 p.m., according to Mayor John Thompson’s 
office. The store at 509 Penn Avenue will distribute 
one meal per person. Wilkinsburg is one of only a few 
distribution locations in the U.S. Last year, 10,000 
meals were distributed.

All Aboard! Wilkinsburg Train Station Campaign Kicks Off

The WCDC is kicking off a capital 
campaign to restore the Wilkinsburg 
Train Station. Together with their 
partners and community members, the 
WCDC is working to raise $3 million to 
complete the restoration of Wilkinsburg’s 
historic and iconic train station building, 
and your help is needed.

If you’re interested in participating 
in the campaign by joining a fundraising 
subcommittee and/or making a pledge 
to the capital campaign, please email 
marlee@wilkinsburgcdc.org or call 
412.727.7855 to learn more. 

As part of the campaign, the WCDC 

will host an official public campaign 
kick-off and media event on Thursday, 
October 6, 10 a.m., at Hay St. at Ross 
Ave. 

Interior train 
station rendering is 
by Joe Skibba.

Stay tuned to project updates by 
following the WCDC’s new Train Station 
Restoration Project Facebook page at 
fb.com/WilkinsburgTrainStation.

KFC Chooses Wilkinsburg for Giving 
Away Meals for Third Year
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Borough, the Wilkinsburg School District, 

the Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce and 
the Wilkinsburg Community Development 

Corporation. The Sun is printed by Knepper Press. 

Please submit all articles and calendar 
events to: editor@wilkinsburgsun.com,  

or by mail, P.O. Box 86064, Wilkinsburg, 
PA 15221. Please submit articles 5 weeks 

before publication and  
calendar events 3 weeks before  

publication. To advertise,  
e-mail adsales@wilkinsburgsun.com,  

or call 412.680.1381. The Sun accepts 
submitted articles provided they are related 

to Wilkinsburg and are civic-minded. The 
Sun reserves the right to withhold articles 
from print. Please note that The Sun does 

not publish political or opinion pieces.

Sign up to receive The Sun 
by email at eepurl.com/v0iBP 
and friend us on Facebook.

Can’t-Miss Book Sale
Friends of the Wilkinsburg Library will 

be holding their popular annual Book Sale 
September 16, 17 and 19, 10 a.m.–5 p.m. 
Browse a wide selection of fiction, history, 
biography, children’s and more.  Preview 
night is Thursday, September 15, 6-8 p.m; 
$10 or free to Lifetime FOLLOW members.

Annual Community Block Party
Mark calendars for the afternoon of 

Saturday, September 17! The Western 
Pennsylvania School for the Deaf (WPSD) 
will host its Community Block Party—an 
afternoon for the whole family, including 
games and a train ride for the kids, hearing 
screenings, a children’s talent show, food 
and more. 

The party is free and open to the public 
on the WPSD campus at Walnut Street and 
Swissvale Avenue in Edgewood.

Talent for the youth talent show is 
wanted. For more information, contact 
Aaron Noschese or Sarah Bartlebaugh at 
412.371.7000 or sbartlebaugh@wpsd.org.

Hilltop Block Watch Party
Great things are in store for the month 

of September, sponsored by Hilltop Block 
Watch. The third Annual Block Party is 
September 10, 1-4 p.m., at Eastridge Library, 
1900 Graham Blvd., Wilkinsburg.

The fun is for all ages—food, games, 
entertainment featuring dancers and 
singers, a balloon artist and Rikki the 
face painter! Suggested donation is $5 for 
families and $3 for individuals. Or, you 
can bring a dish to share with others. In 
lieu of sunshine for outdoor fun, the party 
will be inside the facility. Questions? Call 
412.880.8253.

Also, on Sunday, September 25, all can 
have fun at East Side Open Street—Open 
Market day! Come, check out the vendors, 
and feel free to bike, skateboard, or leisurely 
stroll on Douglass Drive, 15221, which will 
be closed to traffic from 2-6 p.m.

C3PO (Connecting Children, 
Communities and Police Officers)

In an effort to increase relations and 
decrease tension between police officers 
and members of the community that 
they serve, members of the local veteran 
community would like to invite the 
community’s youth and police departments 
for a day of camaraderie, activities, and 
reflection through positive community 
outreach. 

Activities will include fun, family-
friendly events including, but not limited 
to, relay races, face painting, cornhole, tug 
of war, and physical challenges, followed 
by a period of reflection over a provided 
lunch. In addition, there will also be 
displays of military and police equipment 
and a K-9 exhibition. 

This event is Saturday, September 17, 
in Frick Park, at the corner of Forbes and 
South Braddock Avenues. Registration 
begins at 9:30 a.m. and continues through  
lunch at 12:30 p.m.

For questions or registration, contact 
Anthony Canzonieri at tcanzonieri@gmail.
com or 724.493.4796. 

Metro Welcomes New Provider 
Dr. Shara Tabb, a board-certified 

family nurse practitioner 
through the American 
Nurses Credentialing 
Center, has joined Metro 
Community’s practice. 
She received her master’s 
and doctorate degrees 
in nursing from Robert 
Morris University and is 
a member of Nurse Corps through Health 
Resources and Services Administration.

Now pedestrians on the long hill of Penn Ave. can 
stop for a rest. Donated by the Wilkinsburg School 
District to the Historical Society for placement at the 
Lincoln statue park, this stone bench was previously 
in front of the high school. 
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UPCOMING MEETINGS

9/6 (Tues.) 6 p.m. Planning Commission, 2nd floor

9/6 (Tues.) noon Public Safety Forum, 2nd floor

9/7 (Wed.) 7 p.m. Council Work Session, 2nd floor

9/8 (Thurs.) 10 a.m. Constituent & Community Relations, 2nd floor

9/9 (Fri.) 9 a.m. Policy & Procedure Committee, 1st floor

9/12 (Mon.) 6 p.m. Library Board, 2nd floor

9/12 (Mon.) 4 p.m. Finance Committee, 1st floor

9/13 (Tues.) 9 a.m. Wilkinsburg Municipal Authority, 1st floor conference

9/13 (Tues.) 9 a.m. Commercial & Industrial Development Authority

9/13 (Tues.) 1 p.m. Social Media & Promotions Committee, 1st floor

9/14 (Wed.) 7 p.m. Council Legislative Session, 2nd floor

9/15 (Thurs.) 9 a.m. Parks & Recreation Advisory Board, 1st floor

9/15 (Thurs.) 6:30 p.m. Community Art & Civic Design Commission, 2nd floor

9/19 (Mon.) 4 p.m. Public Safety Forum, 1st floor

9/22 (Thurs.) 6:30 p.m. Special Events Committee, 2nd floor

9/22 (Thurs.) 5 p.m. Public Safety Forum, 2nd floor

9/23 (Fri.) 9 a.m. Policy & Procedure Committee, 1st floor

9/26 (Mon.) 5:30 p.m. Joint Tax Committee, 2nd floor

9/28 (Wed.) 5:30 p.m. Blight Committee, 1st floor

9/28 (Wed.) 6:30 p.m. Shade Tree Advisory Committee, 2nd floor

9/28 (Wed.) 7 p.m. Capital Planning Committee, 1st floor

10/4 (Tues.) 6 p.m. Planning Commission, 2nd floor

All meetings will take place in Wilkinsburg Borough Building, 605 Ross Ave.

WilkinsBurg Borough
www.wilkinsburgpa.gov

Wilkinsburg Welcomes New Borough Manager
community projects. Currently, Donn 
serves on the Pennsylvania Downtown 
Center Board.

He is married to Lorrie Henderson 
and has one son, Ryan.

On Friday July 29., Wilkinsburg Parks and Recreation 
partnered with Pittsburgh Cares to bring 110 of 
Dick’s Sporting Goods volunteers to Turner School, 
playground, and ball fields, and the Park Ave. 
playground for a Day of Caring. They painted, weeded, 
mulched, etc. Assistance was provided by many 
Borough organizations: the School District and Turner 
maintenance staff; Youth Places; Wilkinsburg Police 
Dept, DPW, and CDC; 9 Mile Run; Hilltop Block 
Watch; and Nancy’s East End Diner.

Wilkinsburg welcomed Donn R. 
Henderson as the new Borough Manager 
in June. 

Henderson has been involved in 
community development at all levels as 
a Borough Manager in Charleroi, two-
term Township Supervisor in Fallowfield 
Township and Main Street Manager in 
Irwin and Charleroi. 

He has served on a variety of volunteer 
and appointed boards: Mon Valley United 
Way, Mon Valley Initiative, Washington 
County Redevelopment Authority, 
Washington County Tourism, Charleroi 
Library Board, Lions Club, Community 
Development Corp. and various other Scavenger Hunt Contest 

Extended; Get Your Prize!
A Borough building Scavenger Hunt 

was announced in the special July/August 
issue of the Wilkinsburg Sun, which was 
printed on the linotype press at Tip Type. 
So far we only have one winner, but we 
have five prizes. 

Find the July/August issue and enter 
the contest before Sept. 20 and you 
could still win a one-year membership to 
the Pittsburgh History and Landmarks 
Foundation including free access to 
workshops at the PHLF Resource Center 
on Rebecca Avenue and a copy of 
Pittsburgh Architecture in the Twentieth 
Century.

WilkinsburgPA.gov Getting 
New Life

The Wilkinsburg Borough’s website 
(www.wilkinsburgpa.gov) will be getting a 
huge overhaul. The borough is in the early 
stages of making over the website. Those 
working on the project hope to have it up 
and running by the end of autumn.
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WCdC
www.wilkinsburgcdc.org

®

To support the WCDC, send a tax-
deductible contribution to 1001 Wood 
St., Wilkinsburg, PA 15221
OR donate online at
wilkinsburgcdc.org
Thank you!
 412.727.7855 • 412.871.3149 (fax)
 info@wilkinsburgcdc.org

Saturday, September 10, 9-11 a.m.: WCDC Board Meeting; 1001 Wood St.
Wednesday, September 21, 7-8 p.m.: Business Workshop Registration & Info Session; (412) 727-7855
Saturday, September 24, 10 a.m.-3 p.m.: Wilkinsburg House & Garden Tour; info: bit.ly/WHGT2016
Wednesday, September 28, 7-9 p.m.: Fall 2016 Business Workshop Begins; (412) 727-7855
Thursday, October 6, 10 a.m.: Train Station Restoration Project – Public Campaign Kick-Off; Hay St. at Ross Ave.Sa
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You’re Invited! Fourth Annual 
Wilkinsburg House & Garden Tour 
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The Wilkinsburg House & Garden Tour returns this month, 
and we hope to see you there! Join your friends and neighbors for the 
fourth annual event on Saturday, September 24, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Hosted by the WCDC, this year’s tour is a little different from past 
tours as it will feature renovated homes, churches, and community 
gardens plus in-process rehab projects, studio spaces, and more. 

Landmark buildings including St. James Roman Catholic 
Church, South Avenue United Methodist Church, 2nd United 
Presbyterian Church, and Garden View Manor will be highlighted 
in addition to Pittsburgh History & Landmarks Foundation projects, 
James Shipman’s artist studio and sculpture garden, private homes, 
the Hamnett Place Community Garden, and Garden Dreams Urban 
Farm & Nursery.

Over 1,000 people have participated in the annual Wilkinsburg 
House & Garden Tours, which began in 2013. The overall goal of 
the yearly event is to highlight the unique and historic places that 
make up the Wilkinsburg community while benefitting the WCDC’s 
efforts to revitalize Wilkinsburg’s business district. 

Discounted tickets are on sale now at bit.ly/WHGT2016. 
Wilkinsburg Sun readers can use discount code SunNews by 
September 22 to receive an additional $3 off the advance ticket price 
of $15. Day-of tickets will be available for $18. 

Check-in will be at the PHLF Landmarks Preservation Resource Center located at 744 
Rebecca Ave. The event is a self-guided walking tour. The Hamnett Place area is flat and all 
stops are located within walking distance. 

This year’s tour is sponsored by WesBanco, Community LIFE, Peoples Natural Gas, 
Flynn Construction, BNY Mellon, Hosanna House, WTAE, Comcast, Rebuilding Together 
Pittsburgh, The Wilkinsburg Sun, Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce, Western PA 
School for the Deaf, and Pittsburgh Mercy—Garden View Manor. The WCDC is grateful 
for the support of these community partners!

Interested in getting involved with this year’s tour? Day-of volunteers are needed to ensure a 
successful event. Tasks will 
include registering/guiding 
tour goers and assisting 
homeowners at their homes. 
Two volunteer shifts are 
available: 9:15 a.m. to 
12:15 p.m. and 12 p.m. 
to 3 p.m. All volunteers 
receive free admission to 
the tour. To sign up, visit 
bit.ly/WHGTvol or call 
412.727.7855.

The WCDC will kick off the next free eight-week business planning workshop 
series, beginning on Wednesday, September 28. If you’re interested in 
developing your business, please plan to attend the workshop registration 
and info session on Wednesday, September 21, 7-8 p.m. at Hosanna House. 
To learn more, call Gordon Manker at the WCDC, 412.727.7855, or email 
gordon@wilkinsburgcdc.org. 

Free Business Planning Workshops
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SCHOOL DISTRICT CALENDAR

9/5 (Mon.) 5:30 p.m. Labor Day 

10/3 (Mon.) 7 p.m. Inservice Day (No Students)

10/12 (Weds.) 6 p.m. Inservice Day (No Students)

10/14 (Fri.) 7 p.m. Act 80/ Parent Conference (No Students)

School District
www.wilkinsburgschools.org

School Board Appoints New Superintendent

The Wilkinsburg School Board has 
appointed Dr. Linda Iverson, an educator 
with outstanding qualifications, skills and 
leadership ability, as the district’s new 
superintendent.

Iverson’s appointment is an important 
milestone for the “new” Wilkinsburg School 
District. Now that the transition of its middle 
and high school students to Pittsburgh Public 
Schools is well underway, the district is now 
shifting its focus, putting additional resources 
toward building its elementary schools into 
great learning environments.

School Board President Ed Donovan 
said, “Dr. Iverson’s career has been focused 
on elementary education, an excellent fit for 
the “new” Wilkinsburg School District. She 
has been heavily immersed in curriculum 
and curriculum development. And for 
the last four years, as executive director of 
principal support and accountability for the 
Baltimore City Schools, she has focused on 
developing strong leaders—principals—at the 
building level.”

“Curriculum, elementary grades 
focus and principal development were the 
school board’s top three criteria. With 
these three important skill sets, Dr. Iverson 
comes to Wilkinsburg ready to press ‘go’ 
on the transformation of the Wilkinsburg 
School District’s PreK-6 system,” concluded 
Donovan.

In the last year, the Wilkinsburg School 
District has:

• Completed its partnership agreement 
and critical details with the Pittsburgh Public 
Schools system on the 7-12 Partnership;

• Coordinated with PPS staff on review of 
student files, IEPs, record transfers and special 
situations such as summer school needs;

• Recruited and provided transportation 
support for students who will be attending 
Pittsburgh Westinghouse Academy in the Fall;

• Finalized transportation plans;
• Submitted a 2016-17 budget that is 

balanced and includes a substantial reserve fund 
balance;

• Revised timeline for the $10 million 
renovations for Kelly and Turner Elementary 
Schools—bids go out in September;

• Secured a solid, three-year agreement 
with faculty and the Wilkinsburg Education 
Association that includes salary increases for all 
teachers;

• Added to educational staff at both 
elementary schools and increased programming 
such as after-school intramural sports and an 
instrumental music program; and

• As of August 9, appointed a new 
superintendent to a three-year contract to serve 
as academic leader in the transformation of 
Wilkinsburg schools.

The Year in a Nutshell

These programs and events are free 
and open to all. Reservations can be made 
in advance at the circulation desk or by 
calling 412.244.2940.

Adult Programs
Computer Basics, Wednesdays, Sept 

28-Nov 2, 10:30 a.m.—Introduction to 
computers.  Registration required.

General Book Discussion Group, 
Wednesday, September 28, 1 p.m.—Title to be 
selected. Everyone invited.

Crochet with Frankie, Mondays, 2 p.m.—
Beginners and experienced crocheters 
welcomed. Bring your materials.

Resume & Applications Assistance, 
Fridays, 10:30-11:30 a.m.—Get help writing 

resumes and filling out applications 
especially online.  Registration required.

Eastridge Crochet, Saturdays, 11 a.m.—
Join Frankie to get tips and help.

Children’s Programs
Maker Night: Woodworking, Thursday, 

September 15, 4 p.m.—Discover cool things 
to make with wood.  Ages 7 and up.

Family Movie Night, Thursday, September 
29, 4 p.m.—Bring a pillow and get cozy for a 
surprise, fun movie. All ages. 

Videos Games, Tuesdays, 3 p.m.—Come 
play Wii and Xbox One. Ages 10 and up

Eastridge Family Storytime, Thursdays, 11 
a.m.—Read stories, play games and sing. For 
babies thru pre-schoolers with an adult.

Registration and Transcripts
 Pre-K through 6th grade registrations 

are where the child will attend: Kelly 
Elementary School (400 Kelly Avenue,  
412.371.9504) or Turner Elementary (1833 
Laketon Road 412.731.5883). 7th-12th 
graders attending Westinghouse Academy 
or charters, register at the Administration 
Building at 718 Wallace Avenue between 
7:30 a.m. and 3 p.m. Bring proof of 
residency (a utility bill), parent’s photo 
ID, student’s birth certificate and social 
security card.

Work permits and transcript requests 
are processed by Kimberly Harris on the 
1st floor of the Administration Building, 
718 Wallace Ave. Requests for transcripts 
must be made in writing there or faxed 
to 412.871.2106. Include name, year of 
graduation, a phone number where you 
can be reached and the address or fax 
number for receipt of the transcript.

Wilkinsburg Public Library September Calendar
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7516 Meade Street
Pittsburgh, PA 15208

www.eastendfood.coop
412.242.3598

Everyday low prices on over 
400 organic pantry staples!

As a foster parent for the last eight 
years, Sandra Holt’s daily life can be 
summed up in two words: rewarding and 
challenging. “I just feel like this is what 
I am supposed to be doing with my life,” 
Sandra explained. 

She is known to many throughout the 
Wilkinsburg community and beyond for 
her devotion to the teenagers she fosters.  
Many of her friends and colleagues say she 
is far too humble. Sandra is adamant in 
her belief that she’s “not doing anything 
special” by welcoming local teenagers into 
her home. But anyone who knows what is 
required to be a foster parent knows that in 

Being a Foster Parent: Sandra’s Story
reality, Sandra is one of our region’s unsung 
heroes.

Currently, Sandra has five foster 
children living with her and four of them 
are teenagers. Her 
choice to foster 
teenagers instead 
of young children 
was deliberate. “I 
just get teenagers. 
I feel like I have a 
special connection 
with them. We were 
all there once....If I 
can help them, why 
wouldn’t I?” Sandra 
says. 

Several years ago before Sandra 
took a position at Wesley Spectrum in 
Wilkinsburg, a non-profit organization 
headquartered on Penn Avenue that 
provides autism, behavioral health services, 
and foster placement to area youth, she 
worked in a group home. She found the 
environment to be harsh and depressing. 
“One day, one of the teenagers asked 
a colleague of mine why she refused to 
treat them as regular kids. My colleague 
responded in a mean tone of voice that it 
was because they weren’t regular kids. That 
just broke my heart. The teenagers in that 
group home were there because of what 
happened to them, not anything they did,” 
Sandra said. 

Many people believe teens in foster 
care have displayed bad behavior, but 
the vast majority of teens in foster care 
are there for other reasons, including 
homelessness, the death of a parent or 

guardian, or safety concerns.
 “I never try to be their mom. No one 

can replace their mom and I know that 
firsthand. I have two biological daughters 

of my own that I raised. 
Believe it or not, many of the 
teenagers who I’ve fostered 
over the years— their parents 
do love them. It’s just that 
their parents don’t have 
the skill set needed to be a 
responsible, loving parent to 
them at this moment in time,” 
Sandra said. 

Sandra provides a safe, 
stable, structured, and loving 
home—a welcome change to 

many of the teenagers she fosters who have 
likely seen more hardship and heartache 
than many adults have. “My teenagers bring 
me such joy, and while some days bring 
challenges like any parent knows, I find it 
so rewarding.” Sandra said.

According to the Allegheny County 
Department of Human Services, 
approximately 1,400 children and teenagers 
throughout the county need to be placed 
in foster homes, whether temporarily or 
long-term. Sandra’s employer recently 
partnered with the  county to increase 
public awareness about the need to foster 
teenagers in ten specific communities 
including Wilkinsburg. If you are 
interested in becoming a foster parent 
to a teenager, you can contact Allegheny 
County’s Department of Human Services 
at 1.800.862.6783 or Colleen Slebodnik, 
Wesley Spectrum at 412.342.2300 or visit 
wesleyspectrum.org.

Sandra Holt

Built in 1869, this grand building at 441 Swissvale Avenue was 
named the Sheltering Arms, later the Jane Holmes Residence 
and now Garden View Manor.

Jane Holmes and her same-name cousin Jane Holmes from 
Baltimore, were early benefactors in the Pittsburgh area. In the 
early 1870s they founded assisted care facilities in Wilkinsburg, 
one for elderly women and another for couples and men. Holmes 
also had a deep love for blind children and helped start the 
Western Pennsylvania School for Blind Children in Oakland. 
The next meeting of the Wilkinsburg Historical Society will 
explore the lives of these generous women. The free program 
is Monday evening, September 19 at 7:30 p.m. in the South 
Avenue United Methodist Church. All guests are welcome and 
should use the left Ross Avenue entrance.
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Greater Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce
1001 Wood St., Wilkinsburg 15221 •  412.242.0234  •  info@wilkinsburgchamber.com

www.wilkinsburgchamber.com

Chamber of Commerce

The Market
The farmers market season 

has been going strong since 
mid June in the Ross Avenue 
parking lots across from Save-
A-Lot and behind the South 
Avenue United Methodist 
Church. Fruit, corn, vegetables, jams, hot dogs, 
second hand items, clothing, and spices are just 
some of the offerings at this year’s Wilkinsburg 
Thursday Open Market (WTOM). Just Harvest 
is able to convert debit and EBT cards into 
tokens which are accepted by all vendors. A few 
new vendors have attended this season such as 
Centervue Farms, Abby’s Gyros, Jewelry by Kylie, 
and United Healthcare. Come by every Thursday 
between 3 p.m. and 6 p.m. for your weekly 
farmers market fix. 

Annual Membership Meeting
Join the Chamber on September 15 from 5:30-9 p.m. for the annual membership 

meeting. Enjoy networking, a catered dinner, and speakers from the Wilkinsburg chamber, 
borough, school district, and CDC. RSVP by emailing info@wilkinsburgchamber.com. 
Guests welcome. 10% discounts will be offered to all early bird 2017 memberships!

. 
Oktoberfest Fundraiser, October 11

Instead of a Business After Hours in October, the membership committee has planned 
an Oktoberfest fundraiser at 5: 30 p.m. at Liam’s Fish, Wings, and Things at 501 Penn 
Avenue. $20 gets you a beer and all-you-can-eat buffet of Oktoberfest favorites. The chamber 
board will be cutting the ribbon in honor of the second liquor license issued in the borough 
along with welcoming a new business to the community. Save the date for this event.

Thank You to Chamber Members
Triangle Poster & Printing Co., Nancy’s East End Diner, Hosanna House, Second United Presbyterian 

Church of  Wilkinsburg, The Wilkinsburg SUN, KERR engineered sales company, Metro Community 
Health Center, Wilkinsburg Community Ministry, Amore Management Company, Lincoln Heritage Life 
Insurance—Chris Ashley, Western PA School for the Deaf, Pittsburgh Dry Cleaners & Furrier, Wilkinsburg 
Community Development Corporation, Vision Towards Peace Counseling Services, Wilkinsburg Christian 
Housing, Community Hearing, Stanton Industrial Electric Supply, South Avenue United Methodist Church, 
ACHIEVA, Western & Southern Life Insurance—Kyle Ross, Compass Self Storage, Rocky Enterprises, 
Admintrinsic, Pennwood Paints & Supply, St. James Roman Catholic Church, Thomas Home Child Care, 
The Real McKoy Creative, MD Autoworks, Enrich Products Inc., Giant Eagle Frankstown Rd., Mansmann 
Foundation, Trash2Treasure, Abracadabra Cleaning Services, CP Development, IMPACT Redevelopment, 
John Irwin, James B. Richard Services, Kenyon Jewelers, Ralph Yearick, Pittsburgh Urban Christian School, 
Eastern Area Prehospital Service, Davis-Fetch Corp. of Pennsylvania, WTAE, BPI Inc., James Floral, Bridges 
to the Desired Future,Dennis Bossick, Fulton Building and Remodeling,  Abator Information Services, NBT 
Holdings LLC, Reformed Presbyterian Theological Seminary,  Jody Guy, Pamela Macklin, Pete & Vicki 
Smith, South Hills Bible Chapel, Community Life, Covenant Church of Pittsburgh, Bryn Mawr Apartments/ 
McKinney Properties, People’s Natural Gas Co., and Donn Henderson.

PHLF has completed restoration—
including new infill construction—of 
townhouses and an apartment building in 
Wilkinsburg, as part of an $11.5 million 
neighborhood development program to 
create more quality affordable housing.

The buildings include 608 Mulberry 
Street, a wonderful brick building with 
character, which will offer three family 
apartments, one on each floor. Two 
adjacent townhouses, 604-606 Mulberry, 
are new buildings that replaced a 
structure which could not be saved. The 
townhouses, which are located across the 
street from St. James R.C. Church, have 
off-street parking in the rear.

At the intersection of Rebecca Avenue 
and Coal Street, PHLF has also completed 
the restoration of an eight-unit brick 
apartment building, which will be known 
as the Columbian Hall Apartments, which 
was the building’s original name. Leasing 
by NDC Real Estate Management is 
currently underway and ahead of schedule.

Still under restoration construction 
is a building at 520 Jeanette Street, which 
will include two family apartments and 
the Falconhurst Building, a red-brick 
apartment building located at 724 Kelly 
Avenue.

A before-and-after look at restored houses on Mulberry 
Street in Wilkinsburg: 608 Mulberry Street, a brick 
building with character, which will offer three family 
apartments, one on each floor, and two adjacent 
townhouses at 604-606 Mulberry, new buildings that 
replaced a structure which could not be saved.

Before

After

PHLF Transforms 600 Block 
of Mulberry in Wilkinsburg; 
Works on Two Other Sites
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1789 S. Braddock Avenue

Suite 410

Pittsburgh, PA 15218

www.metrofamilypractice.org

412-247-2310
Health care to all people, at every stage in life, 

without regard to their ability to pay…

This summer, two innovative learning 
opportunities for youth took place at 
Pittsburgh Urban Christian School (PUCS): 
weekly robotics workshops in July and 
a week-long Robotics Camp in August. 

A total of 31 students from 12 different 
schools participated. Grace, a 6th grader, 
said “Technology is cool. I wanted to learn 
how to build robots.”

Wema, a 7th grader, said, “I wanted 
to know more about computers and have a 
little more fun.”

Kids learned to design, build, and 
program robots using RobotC. With a 
partner, they worked to problem solve 
various challenges, culminating in a final 
“battlebot” competition at the end of camp.

The 5th-8th graders also covered 
engineering concepts, with a lesson in the 

On a humid Thursday evening in July, The Nine Mile Run Watershed Association’s 
Urban Forester, Jared Manzo, led eleven attendees on a tree identification walk around 
the sleepy Woodlawn Cemetery off Penn Avenue. The cemetery, established in February 

1903, has grave stones that date back to 1878.
Attendees were introduced to basic tree identification 

methods which examine the type and shape of the leaf as well as 
the leaf arrangement on twigs. Notable native species identified 
in the cemetery were Eastern hemlock (Pennsylvania’s state 
tree), Northern catalpa, pin oak, silver maple, and Eastern red 
cedar. Refreshments followed at the cemetery’s vista overlooking 
Pittsburgh’s skyline.

Wilkinsburg is home to a diverse population of street, park 
and landscape trees—together making up the Borough’s urban 
forest. With mobile device apps at our finger tips, it has never been 
easier to learn about the trees around us.

Another Tree ID Walk will be held on Saturday, October 1. If 
you would like to attend, keep an eye on ninemilerun.org/events. 
You can also subscribe to their e-newsletter.

Tree I.D. Walk in Woodlawn Cemetery; 
Wilkinsburg Home to Diverse Tree Species

mornings followed by a hands-on challenge 
to apply the new topics such as pulleys and 
incline planes or other simple machines.  

The instructors and volunteers brought 
diverse experiences with them, including 
a graduate from Wilkinsburg that was 
homeschooled now pursuing a career in 
robotics, a math and science teacher that 
participated in CMU’s Robotics Academy, 
a CMU mechanical engineering student, 
and the PUCS Robotics Club Advisor that 
has led teams to the VEX Robotics Worlds 
Competition the last two years.  

Thanks to a Wilkinsburg Community 
Development Corporation (WCDC) Youth 
and Education Initiative Grant, ten of the 
children from Wilkinsburg were able to take 
part in the programs on scholarship. 

This coming year, with a $15,000 
STEM grant from the Alcoa Foundation, 
PUCS will provide a 12-week Robotics 
Unit for middle school students, and 
expand the After-School Robotics 
Club and 2017 Summer Camps.  For 
information call 412.244.1779 or email 
pucsrobotics@gmail.com.

Robotics Brings Wonder and Knowledge to Community Youth


